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With the hiring of Cody Castle-
berry on Sept. 20, the school board 
chose a home-grown product to 
head up campus security for the 
Mineola Independent School Dis-
trict.

Castleberry, a 35-year-old Mine-

ola reserve police offi  cer, is a 2001 
graduate of Mineola High School. 
He served on the Mineola police 
force as a full-time offi  cer from 
2007-2011. 

The opportunity to work with 
kids has always been “a dream of 
mine,” he said, and he believes he 
is the right fi t for the job as police 
chief for the school district.

“The biggest thing is I’m from 
Mineola. This is my community; I 
take pride in the community and 
all the people here. It’s personal 
to me. I want to see everyone suc-
ceed and do bett er. I want to make 
my mark and be able to say I left 
it a bett er place than it was when I 
started,” Castleberry said.

He explained what he sees as the 

diff erence between municipal law 
enforcement work and the role of 
a school police offi  cer.

“It’s a completely diff erent job. 
When you’re on the street work-
ing, you’re typically reacting to 
things that have already hap-
pened. What we’re going to try to 

MISD hires police chief from local talent pool

Mineola police are 
investigating a break-
in at Kelly Drug on 
East Broad Street that 
occurred early the 
morning of Sept. 21.

At 2:04 a.m., the 
Mineola Police De-
partment received an 
alarm call from the 
business. Upon the of-
fi cer’s arrival, the front 
door had been pried 
open with a pry bar. 
Several prescription 
medications were tak-
en from the store.

 According to vid-
eo surveillance, two 
black male suspects, 
dressed in masks, dark 
clothing and gloves, 
entered the building. 
The suspects were in 
the store less than two 
minutes. They got into 
a black SUV that was 
waiting for them and 
headed west on East  
Broad Street. 

The burglars appear 
to be the same men 
who are suspected in 
other pharmacy bur-
glaries in the past few 
months.

Source: Mineola Police Dept. 

Drug store 
break-in
inquiry
continues

For the last three years, 
teachers at Quitman El-

ementary School have used 
an extra conference period on 
Fridays for professional devel-
opment.

A new 
p r o g r a m 
has students capitalizing on 
that conference period to learn 
problem solving, coding, en-
gineering and robotics.

Instructional coach Whitney 
Crutcher has revamped the 
Fab Friday program this year 
and has created curriculum 
center around a makerspace – 
educational jargon to describe 
a place for people to collabo-

• The Quitman 
Arboretum and botan-
ic Gardens is hosting 
their annual gigantic 
yard sale this Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with  “goodies Galore” 
including household 
goods, yard art, gar-
dening supplies, pots, 
tools, furniture, linens, 
frames, electronics 
and much more. The 
Arboretum location is 

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountynews.com

From watermelon eating to 
weenie dog racing the 28th 
Mineola Iron Horse Heritage 
Festival off ers a boxcar load 
of events, music and activi-
ties during a celebration of the 
city’s railroad heritage. 

A meal fi t for a hobo starts 
things off  Friday evening. The 
festival goes into full swing 
Saturday. 

The Iron Horse Heritage Fes-
tival began in 1990 under the 

Mineola Main Street program. 
It was handed off  to the Cham-
ber of Commerce in 2001 and 
today is one of the city’s larg-
est social occasions.

“We’re really taking it back 
to our heritage this year,” 
Chamber Director Maddi 
Regalado said of this year’s 
shindig. The menu of events 
includes an old-fashion pie 
baking contest, a watermel-
on eating competition and a 
bean cook-off . In keeping with 

Quitman elementary uses new tech labs to prepare 
for HS, beyond By Zak Wellerman

news@woodcountymonitor.com

Wood County commissioners ap-
proved donation for precinct two’s 
new K9 unit at the meeting last 
week.

A donation from K9offi  cers.org 
in Houston – funding for one dog – 
was accepted by the court.

Precinct Two Constable Kel-
ly Smith acquired a 2-year-old 
K9, Juma, for assistance in drug 
searches. The dog and training cost 
$10,000. 

Now the county is looking for do-
nations to help fund maintenance 
for the un-budgeted K9 unit.

Commissioners authorized 
Fouke Water Supply’s project to 
move ahead with the grant process. 
The county approved the desig-

By Zak Wellerman
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Quitman ISD school board re-
newed educational activities and 
updates to the school board policy 
at the Sept. 17 meeting.

The board agreed to pay $13,138.50 
for an online program for Quitman 
Elementary and Junior High stu-
dents, which provides the Accel-
erated Reader, Early Literacy, Star 
Math and Star Reading programs. 
The program is provided by Renais-
sance Products and Services. 

QISD trustees also approved a res-
olution giving the 4-H members of 
Wood County extracurricular sta-
tus. 

The 4-H agreement covers the pe-
riod from Aug. 1 through May 30. 
Angie Monk and Shaniqua Davis 
of the Wood County Extension Of-
fi ce will serve as the adjunct faculty 
members for 4-H.

Trustees then approved Policy 
Update 111 from the Texas Associa-

QISD trustees OK 
program renewals

HANDS-ON LEARNING Commissioners 
approve donation 
for K9 unit, other 
grant processes

Mineola’s Iron Horse
Festival set for this week

 Teacher Victoria Mirimanian works with students Kyrsten Riddle, Maria Brisen-
dine and Gracie Gooch in their engineering lab for Fab Friday. Their assignment 
is to make a boat out of junk. They have to draw a design on paper and build 
with their plan and provided materials. TOP: Payton Spears and Brodie Taylor 
use the “Makey Makey” program to divert electricity into play dough and oper-
ate the laptop for their Fab Friday robotics lab.

Story & photos
Zak Wellerman

See QISD, Page 7A

Cody Castleberry

See THIS WEEK, Page 3A

See CASTLEBERRY, Page 6A

See IRON HORSE,  Page 5A

See HANDS-ON, Page 9A

A miniature train carries its passengers on Johnson Street during last year’s Iron Horse Heritage Festival in downtown 
Mineola. (Monitor file photo)
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTICAL JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 
p.m., Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 
903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - fi rst Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba 
Community Center. 765-2573
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every 
other month,, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 
p.m., high school library., 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tues-
day, elementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 
p.m., Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group 
Mon. 11 a.m.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Satur-
day, 7:30 p.m., 404 S. Main Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. 
& Sat. 7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
ALZHEIMER SUPPORT GROUP (sponsored by Pilot 
Club) fi rst Monday, 11 a.m., Red Dome restaurant in Quit-
man, 903-569-5237.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Min-
eola. 903-569-0348. All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - fi rst 
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., 102 West Broadway, in Winnsboro. 
903-752-0913 or 903-7675338.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store 
- Dog Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacifi c Street, Mineola, 
Thursday-Saturday. 903-569-0505 or 903-563-9542.
BOY SCOUT TROOP #36 QUITMAN - meets Sunday, 
4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United Methodist 
Church. Danny King, 903-521-5930.
BOYSCOUTS TROOP 385 MINEOLA - Tuesdays 7 p.m., 
Mineola Methodist Education Bldg. New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BOY SCOUTS TROOP 180 WINNSBORO - Tuesdays 
6:30 p.m., Church of Christ. New boys/alums welcome! 
Tex Willis 903-816-0638
BOY SCOUTS TROOP 379 WINNSBORO - Tuesdays 
7 p.m., City Bldg @ Walker Park. New boys/alums wel-
come! Sherry McGovern 903-335-9744
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble 
Baptist, fi rst & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
BREAKING FREE - meeting place for families and friends 
of addicts and alcoholics. Monday, 7 p.m., 971 E. Goode 
St., Quitman, 903-497-6149.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those 
with various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 
6:30-9 p.m., Church On the Rock annex building at 302 
S. Stephens. 903-763-4588.
THE CORVETTES OF WOOD COUNTY – First Satur-
day of the month at 9 a.m. Richie’s Grill, corner of U.S. 
80 and FM 14 in Hawkins. Open to any Corvette owner.
COUNSELING CHRISTIAN GUIDANCE CENTER - 903-
850-3858 or ibarnes@texascellnet.com.
CUB SCOUTS PACK 391 HAWKINS - meets Sundays, 
5 p.m., Scout Hut, FUMC. New boys, alums welcome. 
Scott Randall, 903-203-7901.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION - fi rst 
Saturday except June, July, August and December, 12 
p.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 460 NW Loop 564, 
Mineola. 903-343-1474.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 
John Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, 
August  & December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 
903-520-8697
DELPHIAN LITERARY CLUB - fi rst Wednesday, 569-
6794 or 569-3586.
DRUG AND ALCOHOL AWARENESS - 7 p.m. Friday, 
Seventh Day Adventist Church, Ronny Polley 768-2992.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE ACBL games - Wednesday and 
Friday, 10:30 a.m., Masonic Lodge, 882-1335.
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., 
dinner 6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 
903-638-6420.
ETMC Quitman - needs volunteers. Great opportunity to 
meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy 
Johnson, 903-383-3433
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednes-

day, September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 9:30 a.m. 
Visitors welcome. Charla Martin, president, 903-638-
6389
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - fi rst Tuesday at the 
lodge hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 
p.m., meeting 7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each 
Thursday, 7 p.m. at the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday 
and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, bridge, 
lessons, Bingo and card games.
FOUKE-LAKE HAWKINS CRIME WATCH - third Thurs-
day, 7 p.m., Fouke Community Center
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - 
fi rst Wednesday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED CLASSES, FREE - Sand Spring Baptist Church. 
Monday and Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon, or 6-9 p.m. 903-
768-3239 or 903-569-9350.
GED FREE PREPARATORY CLASS - each Thursday 4 
- 6 p.m. concurrent with QISD calendar. Quitman Public 
Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
GIRL SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - building girls of 
courage, confi dence, and character, who make the world 
a better place! All girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome! 
Monday, 5:00-6:30 pm, September-May, Broad Street 
Church of Christ Annex, Crystal Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER - second Tues-
day, 6 p.m. Members bring a covered dish and enjoy an 
evening of fellowship. The center is located at FM 49 and 
778, 903-769-1091.
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and 
fourth Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HAWKINS LIONS CLUB - second and fourth Tuesday at 
the depot in Willful Crossing.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -fi rst and third Tues-
day at the fi re station at Holly Lake Ranch.
IRIS GARDEN CLUB-GOLDEN - fi rst Monday, Septem-
ber-May, Golden United Methodist Church. 903-765-
3000.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center 
Dogwood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S 
THE APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 
p.m., at the church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 
903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 
6:30 p.m. 903-850-2557.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Red Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. 
Monthly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 
3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - will resume re-
hearsals Aug. 6 at Mineola High School Band Hall. 7 p.m. 
903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the 
Lake Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - fi rst Saturday, 
February, May, August and November, Harold Simmons 
Community Center, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all mem-
bers and guests welcome. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFÉ, a time for stimulating memory, meets 
weekly on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Bap-
tist Church from 11:45 to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Var-
ious activities are offered each week, including games, 
moderate exercise, art, and music. People in the area are 
invited. There is no charge. For more information call 903 
769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 7 p.m., 
in high school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB - second and fourth Thursday, 
noon, Mineola Country Club, 903-638-1596; 903-569-

3340.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd 
Tuesday, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion 
Building, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.
MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. 
Bldg., Loop 564, 7 p.m.
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., 
City Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in 
November and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB 
- last Monday, 6 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD 
- third Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 569-6944. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner 
at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 
569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE - fi rst and third Tuesday, 11 
a.m., 106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 569-2776.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Dogwood 
Room, Mineola Civic Center.
MINEOLA ROTARY RECYCLING – third Saturday, 8:30-
11:30 a.m., Walmart parking lot. Cardboard, paper and 
plastic accepted.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 903-497-1162; Dominoes & other 
games.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD - Tuesday, 8:30 a.m., and 
Friday, 9:30 a.m.
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD - Wednesday and 
Thursday, 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., business meeting 
fourth Thursday, 9:30 am.
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - fi rst, second and third Thursday, 
9:30 am; business meeting fi rst Thursday.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; busi-
ness meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - fi rst Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 
p.m. All levels welcome,, 903-569-8877.
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD - Tuesday, 1 p.m. Business 
meeting fi rst Tuesday..
MONDAY NIGHT KNITS - 6-8 p.m. Monday, Golden 
Methodist Fellowship Hall. 903-768-2540.
NORTHEAST TEXAS PARATROOPERS ASSOCIA-
TION - third Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at Red Dome Smoke-
house in Quitman.
OPEN HEART MINISTRY - third Friday, 7 p.m., Mineola 
Civic Center.
OVERCOMERS RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP - 
Monday, 7-8 p.m., Whispering Pines Church of the Naza-
rene, located on CR 3811, Hawkins
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL OF MINEOLA ELEMEN-
TARY- fi rst Tuesday, 8:15 a.m., elementary library,
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provid-
ed. 903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second and fourth Tuesday, 
6 p.m. Mineola Civic Center. 903-569-5237.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - at First Baptist Church 
in Quitman. First Tuesday 1-3:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 903-763-8101.
QUITMAN CHILD ADVOCACY GROUP - third Thursday, 
10 a.m., 403 Conger in Quitman. The public is welcome.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except 
when on fi eld trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangar-
denclub@gmail.com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, 
Faith Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.QUIT-
MAN LIONS CLUB - second and fourth Tuesday, 6:30 
p.m., Peralto’s Restaurant. Contact any Lions Club mem-
ber to donate your used eyeglasses for recycling to the 
needy.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Quit-

man Public Library. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thurs., noon, ETMC Com-
munity Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; 
city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – 2nd Monday, 6 p.m. Ad-
ministration Building.
REPUBLICAN CLUB OF WINNSBORO - fourth Monday, 
7 p.m., 903-342-0575.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third 
Monday, 11:30 a.m., Red Dome, Quitman, 903 383 2121.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAW-
KINS - fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club 
meets third Thursday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Red Dome 
Smokehouse meeting room. 903-253-3635.
STROKE SURVIVORS & APHASIA CLUB OF EAST 
TEXAS - fourth Wednesday, 6-7 p.m., First Baptist 
Church Quitman, 903-878-2392.
TEXAS INMATE FAMILIES ASSOCIATION - second 
Tuesday, 6:30-8 p.m., First Christian Church Tyler, Broad-
way & Loop, 903-839-2349.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley 
chapter, Thursdays on Mercy Ships property, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. 903-882-0887.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Bap-
tist Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT 
- every three months on third Monday, Wood County 
Courthouse, 5:30 p.m.. 903-763-2123.
UTU AUXILIARY MORNING STAR LODGE #851 - third 
Monday (except July and August), 11:30 a.m
VFW LADIES AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., 
Recruiting new members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke 
every Friday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 
6 p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903-763-1210 or e-mail 
mkyoung97@peoples.com.net
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meet-
ing, Monday, 2 p.m, Wood County Extension Offi ce.
Wood County Aggie MomS - 1st Tuesday, 6 p.m., 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, 
third Thursday, 8 p.m., appraisal district offi ce. Open to 
the public.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - 
third Monday, 5:30 p.m. (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every 
other Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 
763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other 
month, third Monday, 6 p.m., Wood County Justice Cen-
ter courtroom. The public is invited. 903-763-2201 or 903-
569-6294.
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, 
Quitman Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. 903-383-7036 or 
www.woodcountydem.org.
WOOD COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third 
Monday, January through May and September through 
November, 7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger 
Community Room. For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY HEALTH DEPT. IMMUNIZATION 
CLINIC - Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 9-11 a.m., and 
1-3 p.m., third Monday, 1-6 p.m. Public Health Depart-
ment offi ces, 213 W. Bermuda, Quitman, 763-5406.
WOOD COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT - second Mon-
day, 7 p.m., hospital conference room in Quitman. Public 
invited.
WOOD COUNTY PCT. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – 
fi rst Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 
369 CR 2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL 
ASSOCIATION - third Monday, September-December, 
and February-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever 
Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All re-
tired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city 
hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m. (ex-
ecutive session), 7 open meeting, school cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 
p.m., Yantis Community Center.

To add a listing to the
calendar, email editor@

woodcountymonitor.com
or news@woodcounty

monitor.com or call 903-
569-2442 or 903-763-4522
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Letter to the Editor

Quitman Editor• Zak Wellerman
news@woodcountymonitor.com

My experience at APET SPCA
The truth is I love animals; I have since 

I was a young boy. I was approached by a 
non-profi t APET because they were des-
perate for someone not only with my ca-
nine training skills but also operations and 
technical experience. One-hundred people 
applied and I was the last one holding a rose.  
A lot was discussed in the interview, and 
yet so much was swept under the rug. It’s a 
prett y daunting experience to be told by the 
board of directors that none of them knew 
how to train me in my new position, but as 
adventurous as I am I viewed it as one of 
my greatest challenges, one I was ready for 
with the force and tenacity of the toughest 
junkyard dog. What was to come, not even 
Carnac could have predicted.

 The thing I was most mortifi ed by was that 
in my third week a kitt en came into the shel-
ter and tested positive for Feline AIDS and I 
was pressured by my boss and other volun-
teers that my only means of resolution was 
to euthanize the cat. It broke my heart. I was 
told this was business as usual, and we were 
a “selective-kill” shelter. In my experience, 
APET was the “no kill” shelter, so I was not 
emotionally prepared. This was one of many 
incidents that let to my resignation.

I needed to be able to live with my choices, 
and I did not sign up to send kitt ens to the 
camps.  I tried very hard to work within the 
system, but was only mocked for my inabil-
ities by a board member, even though I had 
not been formally trained.  I write this only 
to bring to light the true reality of APET.

Ryan Benicky

With a baby’s life on the line, several of 
Mineola’s fi rst responders showed their 
mett le earlier this month, and their actions 
were recognized by the City Council on 
Sept. 17 as a job well done.

The family of baby Chloe Richardson can 
att est to that.

According to accounts from city police 
and fi re, city dispatcher Lisa Overton re-
ceived a call on Sept. 9 that an infant was 
not breathing. Police offi  cer David Tipps, 
city fi refi ghters Jaime Finley and Zack 
Allen and volunteer fi refi ghter Eric Car-
rington rushed to the scene, where initial 
treatment began. A few minutes later, EMS 
arrived.

Prior to the arrival of the fi rst respond-
ers, Chloe’s father, Shane Richardson, had 
begun performing CPR on his newborn 
daughter. He revived her “but she was 
barely holding on,” according to a sum-
mary of the incident by David Madsen, the 
city’s fi re marshal and emergency manage-
ment coordinator. 

Under the care of the fi rst responders, 
Chloe was stabilized. She was taken to a 
hospital in Tyler, according to Madsen.

“Our fi rst responders help save lives 
every day, and they fi gure that it’s all in 
a day’s work, but it’s an awesome feeling 
when you get to see what your hard work 
has accomplished,” Madsen stated.

City Manager Mercy Rushing told the 
council that the incident shows “there are 
good things happening” in Mineola. “Chloe 
is healthy and playing and smiling.”

-BY HANK MURPHY

The Richardson family paid a visit to the Mineola Police Department recently to meet sever-
al of the first responders who played a role in the medical emergency involving baby Chloe. 
From right to left, officer David Tipps holding Chloe, dispatcher Lisa Overton, Lindsay and 
Shane Richardson, and their two other children, Zack and Jamie. (Courtesy photo). 

Council recognizes life-saving actions of city’s first responders 
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From left, third-grader Kenneth Jackson, eighth-grader Alex Bar-
riga and senior Jackson VanDover consult over the issue of school 
safety during the inaugural meeting of the Mineola Student Advi-
sory Council. 

Mineola 
Mayor Kevin 

White, left, 
presents ser-
vice plaques 
to Alderman 

Mitchell Tuck 
and Alder-

woman Nova-
da Bigham. 

(Monitor pho-
to by Hank 

Murphy). 

For utility ratepayers in 
Mineola, the City Coun-
cil’s Sept. 17 meeting 
produced a classic good 
news/bad news scenario.

In a unanimous vote, the 
council agreed to increase 
water and sewer rates by 
8 percent. Also, the coun-
cil instituted a 3.2 percent 
increase for commercial 
garbage collection.

City Administrator Mer-
cy Rushing explained ear-
lier this year that the city’s 
sewer and water fund 
had been underfunded 
by previous councils, and 
the rate increases are nec-
essary to restore the fund 
and pay for upgrades in 
infrastructure, purchase 
of capital equipment, sup-
port debt and build re-
serves. A long-range plan 
calls for a 7 percent in-
crease next year followed 
by more modest increases 
of 2 percent through 2025.

Although city residenc-
es and businesses will 
pay more for water and 
sewer service, they will 
get a break from another 
major energy supplier. 
The council approved a 
rate decrease for South-
western Electric Power 
Company (SWEPCO), 
which is lowering its pric-
es in response to a lower 
corporate tax rate, which 
went from 35 percent to 21 
percent earlier this year. 
On Aug. 27, the council 
granted a rate decrease for 
similar reasons to natural 
gas supplier CenterPoint 
Energy.

Under SWEPCO’s new 
rate structure, average 
residential customers 
should see a 5.22 percent 
reduction in their winter 
electric bill, from $70.09 to 
$66.43. Their summer bill 
should drop 4.95 percent, 

from $99.65 to 94.72, ac-
cording to the company.

Along with action on 
a number of pocketbook 
items, the council hon-
ored two of its members 
for their decades of ser-
vice to the city. Mayor 
Kevin White presented 
service plaques to Alder-
man Mitchell Tuck and 
Alderwoman Novada 
Bigham. Both represent 
Ward 3. Bigham was cit-
ed for her 20 years on the 
City Council, and Tuck 
was recognized for serv-
ing 25.

“It’s a pleasure and it’s 
an honor to serve the city. 
I like what I do. I like serv-
ing, and I’m working with 
some great people,” Tuck 
said in response.

Said Bigham: “I appre-
ciate it; it’s a joy to do it 
(the job). Especially when 
you’ve got a great team, 
and we all want to try 
to meet the needs of the 
community.” 

In other business, the 
council established an or-
dinance governing the use 
of city notaries. Last year, 
city employees notarized 
394 signatures, many on 
behalf of commercial and 
professional offi  ces. Con-
cerned about amount of 
staff  time devoted to nota-
rizing documents, the ad-
ministration recommend-
ed free notarizing for city 
residents but charging 
businesses and nonresi-
dents a $6 fee.

The council also gave 
formal and fi nal approv-
al of the city’s tax rate of 
56.24 cents per $100 valu-
ation, the same rate as the 
previous two years. It also 
formally approved the 
city’s 2018-19 fi scal year 
budget of $5.15 million.

- BY HANK MURPHY

Council OKs mixed bag of rates

in the back of Jim Hogg 
City Park in Quitman. 
Proceeds from the sale go 
to maintain the gardens 
and the Stinson House.

• Organizers of the 
SMART-RV annual Mus-
ter invite the public to 
take part in a fl ag retire-
ment ceremony sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Friday at 
the Mineola Civic Center. 
If you have a fl ag to retire, 
please feel free to bring it.

• Start your Iron Horse 
Festival with a hearty 
all-you-can-eat pancake 

breakfast Saturday from 7 
-10:30 a.m. at First Chris-
tian Church Fellowship 
Hall. The Mineola Lions 
Club is sponsoring the 
annual breakfast, which 
is $5 for adults and $3 
for children age 11 and 
younger. Proceeds benefi t 
community projects.

This week
From page 1A

nation of Grant Works, 
Inc. as the administrative 
services provider for the 
2019-2020 Texas CDBG 
Development Fund ap-
plication and project im-
plementation.

Texas Department of 
Transportation grant for 
routine maintenance at 
Wood County-Collins 
Field Airport. A total of 
$50,000 was provided by 
the state and the county 
will match the funds.

OTHER BUSINESS
--Commissioners ap-

proved the addition of 
Camp and Cass Counties 
to the North East Texas 
Regional Mobility Au-
thority. NETRMA facil-
itates regional mobility 
improvements through-
out the region – notably 
the tolled Loop 49 around 
Tyler and its extension to 
Hwy. 69 between Lindale 
and Mineola.

--A request from Farm-
ers Electrical Cooperative 
to construct electrical dis-
tribution facilities across 
Wood County road 1944 
was approved by the 
court.

--Court approved the 
emergency repairs to cor-
rect sewer water damage 
for the Justice of the Peace 
precinct two offi  ce.

--Commissioners ap-
proved the Lake Haw-
kins RV Park fee schedule 
eff ective Sept. 21. Wood 
County is in charge of the 
schedule while search-
ing for a new contractor. 
Road permit #2166 in 

precinct four and road 
permit #2167 in precinct 
three were both ap-
proved. Permit #2166 will 
be used for standard log-
ging and permit #2167 is 
for moving a drilling rig 
down the road.

--After a public hearing 
commissioners approved 
merging three lots at Hol-
ly Lake Ranch into a sin-
gle lot. Commissioners 
also set an Oct. 19 public 
hearing for the revision of 
other Holly Lake lots.

--Constable reports for 
August 2018 were ap-
proved by the court.

--Dr. Joanne Wisdom 
was name to represent 
the City of Quitman on 
the Wood County Indus-
trial Commission and An-
thony Hinkle was named 
to the Wood County Air-
port Board.

Court approved service 
agreements Maddox for 
HVAC maintenance at 
county offi  ces.

--Richard L. Ham-
monds resigned from his 
temporary help position 
at precinct three.  Rita 
Schneider was hired as 
part-time in the tax offi  ce. 
Ashley Alexander re-
signed from her part-time 
position in the tax offi  ce. 
Randal Lain, Jr. resigned 
from the Wood County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce. 

FINANCIAL APPROVALS
--Fiscal year 2019 em-

ployee compensation 
schedules and depart-
mental compensation 
schedules were both ap-
proved. Court set com-

pensation for the county 
auditor, assistant county 
auditor and court report-
er for fi scal 2019.

--Wood County fund 
balance policy was ap-
proved by court. Dollar 
amounts will be assigned 
at a later date.  

--Health plan was 
amended to have Wood 
County allow spouses 
to remain on the county 
health plan at their own 
expense in the event of 
a Wood County retiree’s 
death. 

--Durable medical 
equipment was entered 
into the plan as a separate 
entry. With writt en ap-
proval, the plan may cov-

er purchase of items, such 
as glucose home moni-
tors, if it is more practical 
and less costly compared 
than renting.

--Financial reports for 
fi scal 2019 and budget 
2019 for Wood County 
Criminal District Att or-
ney specialized funds 
were approved by court.

--Tax assessor-collec-
tor continuing education 
report from July 2017 to 
2018 was acknowledged 
by the court.

--Payroll of $327,117.56 
was approved by the 
court. Health and den-
tal claims and awarded 
checks were also ap-
proved.

Wood County
From page 1A

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

“Leadership and learn-
ing are indispensable to 
each other.” – John F. Ken-
nedy

Twenty-two young 
people recently began 
serving as members of 
the Mineola ISD Stu-
dent Advisory Council, 
a collection of kids look-
ing for ways to make the 
school experience bett er 
for them and their class-
mates.

From this cross-sec-
tion of the student body, 
Superintendent Kim 
Tunnell is looking to 
groom leaders who can 
exert positive infl uences 
on school classrooms, 
hallways and the world 
beyond.

The advisory coun-
cil – a body comprising 
two students each from 
grades 2 through12 – 
convened for the fi rst 
time on Sept. 14 with 
Tunnell as facilitator.

About midway 

through that fi rst ses-
sion, a number of the 
kids had already em-
braced the mission of 
the advisory council 
and their roles on it.

“We’ve been talking 
about leadership in our 
school and how we can 
make it bett er. In this 
program I can see how 
we can all become bett er 
leaders and get to where 
we can do something 
for the school,” said 
seventh-grader Michael 
Lacy.

Senior Lena Hughes, a 
member of the Yellow-
jackets band, said she 
believes the program 
“will help me a lot with 
my leadership skills and 
bett er develop them.” 

The advisory council 
also can help foster a 
more positive environ-
ment on campus, she 
said.

“Positivity rules over 
everything and can 
make everything bet-
ter,” she said.

Fifth-grader Anthony 
Harris off ered this take-
away:  “I’m hoping to 
be positive and kind to 
others.”

Mineola’s fi rst Stu-
dent Advisory Council 
is rooted in the MISD’s 
strategic plan, which 
was adopted in 2016. 
An element of the plan 
is building student lead-
ership. Through the ad-
visory council, Tunnell 
wants to see the devel-
opment of young advo-
cates and service-ori-
ented people who will 
be positive role mod-
els for their peers. She 
also wants to see stu-
dents engaged in deci-
sion-making. She wants 
their voices taken into 
account when school 
district leaders make 
decisions. 

Toward that end, the 
students at one point 
broke into groups of 
three to critique and of-
fer suggestions on seven 
points of interest, in-
cluding student-teach-
er relationships, 
student-student rela-
tionships, opportunities 
to serve, wellness, learn-

ing in the classroom, 
technology, and school 
safety. Students posted 
grades for how they see 
the district performing 
in each category, noted 
observations and of-
fered suggestions.

 Feedback was 
far ranging. Some kids 
suggested lunches with 
more fresh vegetables 
to encourage wellness. 
They showed a prefer-
ence for “personable” 
teachers who “don’t 
play favorites” and in-
stead encourage inclu-
siveness. They were 
particularly engaged 
on the issue of school 
safety, suggesting there 
be emergency escape 
routes, designated plac-
es to seek cover, and 
CPR and trauma train-
ing for teachers.  
In future meetings, the 
Student Advisory Coun-
cil will be split into two 
groups: second through 
sixth grade, and seventh 
through 12th grade.  

Tunnell was pleased 
with the council’s inau-
gural session.  

“I think it was a great 
kickoff  to not only let-
ting them see them-
selves as leaders but also 
what it takes to make a 
positive impact in the 
world, which is part of 
our mission.  We want to 
send them out as lead-
ers (knowing) that they 
can make a diff erence.”

Student
Advisory 
Council
launches
at MISD

LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP

From left, Trevion Sneed, Abby Kratzmeyer and Lilyanne Windle post suggestions for how to improve 
learning in the classroom. (Monitor photos by Hank Murphy). 
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Community Health Fair
For Adults of All Ages
Thursday, October 4, 2018

9:00 a.m. - 1 :OO p.m.
Blood Pressure Testing, Carotid Doppler

Screening, and Scheduling of Mammogram
& Bone Density Testing by  UT Health Quitman

Flu Shots* & Disposal of Unused/Expired
Prescriptions  by Scott’s Pharmacy

(no controlled substances) 
Shingles & Pneumonia Shots*, Cholesterol

Testing, and Glucose Level Checks
by Brookshire’s Pharmacy
Carter BloodCare on Site 

Many Door Prizes and Give-Aways 
*Cost Coverage under Medicare or Insurance May Apply.

Located at the Forever Young Activity Center
404 S. Main St. - Quitman

CHIROPRACTIC & ACUPUNCTURE

Quitman Therapy and Rehabilitation

903-714-9890

1825 NORTH PACIFIC STREET
MINEOLA, TX  75773  |  903-569-8010

412 EAST GOODE STREET
QUITMAN, TX  75783  |  903-763-2264

WWW.BTHBANK.COM

*Annual Percentage Yield. The minimum to open and obtain the APY is $1,000. Withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Refer to Truth-in-Savings disclosure for complete details. Interest rate and APY are 

rates and APYs effective August 1, 2018. Fees could reduce earnings to the account. Available for personal and business accounts.

Are you subsidizing the overhead of a bank by accepting their LOW rates?

 Earn 2.22% APY*
on a 2 Year CD 

or Earn up to1.41% APY** 
With a customer beneficial Money Market

1.41% APY for $500,000 and over 
1.21% APY for $100,000 to $499,999

0.50% APY for $50,000 to $99,999
0.25% APY up to $49,999

By Zak Wellerman
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Quitman city council approved the 
city’s 2019 fi scal budget and property 
tax rate during its meeting last week.

The public was a no-show for the 
public hearing at which Mayor Pro 
Tem Randy Dunn, who presided over 
the meeting, said the budget as bal-
anced budget and that the staff  worked 
extremely hard.

City administrator/secretary Andrew 
Kloefk orn called it a lean budget, but 
he hopes revenue will increase in the 
future. He added that they took into 
account a 3-percent cost of living pay 
raise for the city staff .

Property tax rate will be reduced 
from 47.56 cents per $100 valuation in 
2017 to 42.77 cents.

Dunn told those in att endance in-
creased property values will generate 
additional revenue even as the rate is 
reduced.

Fiscal 2019 budget funding for the 
Quitman Development Corporation 
was postponed until the next meeting.

Kloefk orn gave the Quitman Devel-

opment Corporation report since Ex-
ecutive Director Denea Hudman was 
att ending a conference in Waco.

He told the council sales tax revenue 
is up 11 percent in the third quarter 
compared to last year. 

“This is because Denea has worked 
vigorously to bring new businesses 
to Quitman. For instance, we have $6 
million of current construction going 
on today. That includes $3 million in 
Stitchin’ Heaven. We have Tony B’s 
that just opened up. We have a couple 
of businesses that are about to show 
up here on Main Street and does not 
include the $20 million that’s going to 
start here at the end of the year.”

Hudman is lining up a $15 million 
deal with a hotel, but can’t say what 
the hotel is now. Representatives from 
two companies will come next month 
to survey the land where that hotel will 
be, he said.

The old donut shop on the square 
will become a small mercantile area 
for small businesses to sell products. 
It has a projected completion of early 
November.

Dr. Joanne Wisdom, Wood County 

Industrial Commission, reported Ger-
ald Elliott  of Winnsboro will continue 
as chairman-elect of the commission, 
Dana Donahue will be the vice-chair-
man and Allene Doggett  is reporting 
secretary. 

Wisdom said UCC funds are down 
$12,000 and WCIC will have to adjust 
and account for the change.

East Texas Council of Governments 
will meet in the county on Sept. 27 and 
2019 Bass Master Fest will take place 
at Lake Fork from May 2 to 6, Wisdom 
said.

OTHER AGENDA ITEMS
Signatories for the City of Quitman’s 

bank account with Wood County Na-
tional Bank were approved without 
J.R. Evans’ name on it. Evans disagreed 
with the number of signatures on the 
city’s paychecks and asked to have his 
name removed.

Council approved the following in-
terlocal agreements: library services 
contract, Wood County emergency 
management plan, fi re protection and 
emergency service, city 911 database 
maintenance and Wood County Indus-
trial Commission Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism Plan.

Atmos Mid-Tex RRM tariff  fi ling, 
which is used to fund pipelines, was 
approved. Financial audit contract 
with Acker and Company was ap-
proved by the council.

Council agreed to pursue the 
2019/2020 Texas Community De-
velopment Block Grant application. 
Kloefk orn, Dunn and Dee Gilbreath 
were chosen as selection committ ee 
members for the grant application.

“The city would use the CDBG to 
improve and create aff ordable hous-
ing. Most likely the city would use 
the grants to improve city infrastruc-
ture such as water lines,” Kloefk orn 
said. “This would improve the existing 
housing for low and moderate income 
earners as well as create opportunities 
to provide additional housing for this 
demographic.”

Dunn was voted as the representa-
tive for the East Texas Council of Gov-
ernments due to Mayor David Dobbs’ 
work schedule.

Consent agenda approved the fol-
lowing items: Aug. 16 regular meeting 
minutes, Aug. 24 workshop minutes, 
fi nancial and budget reports as Aug. 31 
and August department reports.

By Zak Wellerman
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Residents of a south 
Quitman neighborhood 
went to the city council 
Sept. 20 to express their 
raised concerns about the 
Red Dome restaurant’s 
expansion.

Brad Cobern, Red 
Dome owner, wanted to 
use the lot he purchased 
at 121 Redbud Lane to 
store catering trailers, set 
up a small kitchen to sell 
some food and parking 
on Sundays.

The plot was designat-
ed as residential when 
Cobern purchased it but 
he hoped to change the 
zoning. However, the 
planning and zoning 
board denied the change.

Neighbors spoke 
against the possible 
commercial use of land 
voiced their concerns to 

the council and to the 
planning and zoning 
board.

“We are very proud of 
Brad and the business 
he’s doing. We don’t want 
to impenge on him in any 
way, but he bought a litt le 
quarter acre plot of land. 
He knew it was residen-
tial when he bought it. If 
he wants to fi x it into a 
catering business, and we 
just feel like that would 
be not the best thing for 
our neighborhood,” res-
ident Shirley Bowles 
said. “I know we’re not 
the most affl  uent part of 
Quitman, but we matt er 
to this town and we want 
y’all to consider us.”

Ethan Nance, who lives 
next door with his wife 
and three kids, wished 
for the possibility of re-
zoning to go no further.

“We would like to 
keep it as a residential 

neighborhood. We have 
nothing bad to say about 
Brad. In order to expand 
like that and go into a 
residential neighbor-
hood you’ve got to take 
into consideration the 
neighbors,” Nance said. 
“What you’re doing, 
how’s it going to aff ect 
your surroundings and 
even though at the rezon-
ing hearing the request to 
rezone it was denied, we 
still fear that there could 
be chance that it could 
still go through.”

Following a public 
hearing, council mem-
bers upheld the P and Z 
recommendation, leav-
ing the lot residential.

Cobern said he will 
now the use the lot to 
build a metal building 
to store catering trailers, 
clean up the property 
and add a fence for se-
curity.

Quitman approves 2019 budget, property tax rate

Planning and zoning, city council 
keep Red Bud lot residential

“Lift Up Your Voice in 
Song” is the theme for the 
annual Ladies’ Friend-
ship Tea at Holly Brook 
Baptist Church on Sept. 
29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Dr. Shellie O’Neal will 
present her one-woman 
play on the life of Fannie

Crosby, one of the 

world’s best-known 
hymnists. She wrote 
“blessed Assurance,” “To 
God be the Glory,” and 
other well-known songs.

Lunch will be served, to 
be followed by a surprise 
presentation. Tickets are 
$10 per person and are 
available  in the Family 

Life Center on Sunday 
or at the church offi  ce 
during the week. 

Call the church offi  ce 
for more information. The 
church is located at 3219 
S. FM 2869, Hawkins; 
telephone 903-769-2091. 
The website is www.hol-
lybrookbaptist.org.  

Holly Brook Ladies’ tea to host play on life of Fannie Crosby

Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks
Offering FREE delivery  -  Drive thru

125 E. Broad St.   Mineola  903-569-3882



the railroad theme, folks 
can get aboard a minia-
ture train that will travel 
the streets of downtown 
Mineola. Proceeds from 
this year’s festival will 
help fund the Chamber 
of Commerce and go to-
ward the promotion of 
chamber members, Re-
galado said.

Things get on track at 
5 p.m. Friday with the 
return of the HoboStew 
sponsored by the Mine-
ola Landmark Commis-
sion and staged at the 
Farmers Market pavilion 
just west of the train de-
pot. Ten bucks will buy a 
meal of stew, cornbread 
or crackers, dessert and 
a drink. Proceeds will 
benefi t the Iron Horse 
Square project. Call Do-

ris Newman at 903 705-
2290 for more informa-
tion or to preorder your 
meal.

Saturday morning 
kicks off  with the Iron 

Horse Rhythm Run 
sponsored by Dance Di-
mensions of Mineola. 
Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m. for a 5K fun run 
and a 1K kids run. Folks 

at the Farmers Market 
will sign people up to 
win gift baskets or cer-
tifi cates from the market. 
Drawings begin at 11:30 
a.m. at the pavilion.

Throughout the day, 
festival-goers will en-
joy live music, arts and 
crafts, a bounce house 
for the kids, a shootout 
re-enactment at the train 
depot, and food and re-

freshments. The Weenie 
Dog Race, a crowd fa-
vorite last year, is also 
back by popular demand 
as Mineola’s swiftest 
dachshund is unveiled.

Also Saturday, the 
Landmark Commission 
will man a booth to ac-
cept donations for the 
Iron Horse Square fence 
and to sell Mineola sou-
venirs. 
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COLEMAN BAIL BOND

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

4 Wheeler &
Lawn Mower 

Repair

903-967-7301

BC’s

Chain Saw Repair
Tillers & Jet Skis

XUV’s, ATV’s & UTV’s
Side By Sides

Hours:
8-5

Mon. - Fri.
9-12 Sat.

1352 E. St. Hwy. 154
Quitman, Tx. 75783

B.C. Roberts
20 Years Experience

Sept. 19 – At 7:16 a.m. a reck-
less driver was reported to be 
possibly intoxicated on North 
Pacifi c Street. An offi  cer was 
able to fi nd the vehicle and get 
it stopped on Greenville Ave-
nue. EMS was contacted and it 
was determined to be a medi-
cal issue.

A dog bite was reported by 
a man walking at University 
and Giles Street at 8:30 a.m. 
The man was bitt en by two 
dogs that were running loose. 
He sustained minor injuries 
from the bites and the dogs 
were picked up by animal 
control and placed in quaran-
tine for 10 days.

At 9:21 a.m. a 911 call was 
received on Sue Lane. The 
dispatcher was unable to call 
the caller back and an offi  cer 
responded to the residence 
and found the person had ac-
cidentally hit an alarm on his 
phone.

At 10:38 a.m. a suspicious 
vehicle was reported on South 
Newsom Street. When a citi-
zen reported the vehicle was 
parked in the roadway, he 
went to check on the driver. 
The driver threw the vehicle 
in reverse and started driving 
all over the roadway. An offi  -
cer located the vehicle and the 
woman said she was looking 
for an old friend’s residence.

At 12:01 p.m. a resident on 
Blair Street reported she was 
outside when her toddler 
locked the door to the home 
from the inside and locked 
her outside. The landlord was 
contacted to bring a key, but 
the toddler fi nally unlocked 
the door before the landlord 
arrived.

9:34: p.m. Offi  cers assisted 
EMS and fi rst responders with 
a medical case on University 
Street.

10:11 p.m. Offi  cers again as-
sisted EMS on a medical call 
on University Street.

Sept. 18 – At 2:14 a.m. offi  -
cers investigated a suspicious 
person report on Freeman 
Street. The caller reported a 
male and female walking up 
and down the street and going 
into yards. The offi  cers did not 
locate them.

At 8:57 a.m. a welfare con-
cern was reported when a stu-
dent had a heated argument 
on the phone with a parent. 
The student left school and 
offi  cers went to the home and 
checked on the student and 
parent. Everything was fi ne 
and the student reported he 
was sick.

A reckless drivers was re-
ported on South Pacifi c Street 
at 2:36 p.m. The vehicle pulled 
into a business. An offi  cer re-
sponded to the call, but did 
not locate the vehicle.

At 4:42 p.m. Susanne Antio-
nett e Gailes, 33 of Mineola was 
arrested for driving while li-
cense invalid (enhanced) after 
she was stopped because the 
offi  cer had knowledge she did 
not have a license and he saw 
her driving on Patt en Street.

Miguel Angel Gonzalea, 
36 of Mineola was arrested at 
7:21 p.m. for possession of a 
controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine) after he was 
detained by the offi  cer for sus-
picious activity on West Broad 
Street.

Sept. 17 – At 12:28 a.m. 
an offi  cer assisted EMS on a 
medical call on North Johnson 
Street.

4:51 a.m. A business on 
North Pacifi c Street reported a 
person in the parking lot in a 
vehicle for over an hour. The 
reporting party att empted to 
wake the person up, but could 
not. An offi  cer responded to 
the call and found the man 
taking a nap. The man re-
mained in the parking lot to 

sleep.
At 11:09 a.m. a reckless truck 

driver was reported at Broad 
and Pacifi c Street. The com-
plainant reported the truck 
ran the red light and cut sever-
al cars off , then turned down 
the alley south of the intersec-
tion. An offi  cer responded but 
the truck was not there when 
he arrived.

At 3:07 p.m. a disturbance 
was reported behind the Relax 
Inn on East Broad Street. Offi  -
cers responded and found two 
known individuals had been 
arguing. The boyfriend and 
girlfriend had been kicked out 
of the motel and waiting for a 
ride.

Samantha Jo Melvin, 28 of 
Mineola was arrested at 7:05 
p.m. for driving while license 
invalid (enhanced) after she 
was stopped for a traffi  c vio-
lation at West Broad and Line 
Street.

At 8:25 p.m. a disturbance 
was reported on North Pacif-
ic Street between a man and 
woman. Offi  cers responded 
and found the two on Good 
Street. It was verbal only.

At 11:24 p.m. An offi  cer as-
sisted EMS on a medical call 
on McWhorter Street.

Sept. 16 – At 7:33 a.m. An 
offi  cer assisted a Wood Coun-
ty Deputy to issue a criminal 
trespass warning to a man on 
Ivey Street in reference to an 
incident that occurred in the 
county.

At 3:30 p.m. a reckless driv-
er was reported on East Broad 
Street that had run off  the 
roadway into a ditch. Offi  -
cers responded to the call and 
turned the scene over to DPS.

Jesse Lee Hasten, 26 of 
Mineola was arrested at 5:20 
p.m. for criminal trespass and 
criminal mischief when a dis-
turbance was reported on El-
liott  Street when Hasten was 
on the property that he was 
previously trespassed and 
he threw a block at a vehicle, 
causing damage to the vehicle.

Sept. 15 – At 3:22 a.m. a 
woman reported to an offi  cer 
witnessing someone with a 
light looking under the hood 
of a vehicle at a business on 
East Broad Street. The offi  cer 
fount two vehicles broken 
down, but one vehicle had 
headlights on. The key holder 
of the business was notifi ed 
and went to the scene. No one 
was found at the location.

At 8:25 p.m. an offi  cer was 
waived down by a witness re-
porting a possible intoxicated 
driver on East Broad Street. 
The offi  cer located the vehicle 
and found the driver had been 
eating while driving and was 
not intoxicated.

At 2:40 p.m. a witness re-
ported a dog in a vehicle in the 
Walmart parking lot. An offi  -
cer responded to the call but 
the vehicle was gone when he 
arrived.

At 2:31 p.m. a theft was re-
ported when a resident on 
Stone Street reported their 
grandson took money from 
them. They did not wish to fi le 
charges.

At 3:06 p.m. a suspicious 
man was reported sitt ing in a 
vehicle at a vacant house on 
West Broad for approximately 
2 hours. An offi  cer respond-
ed and found the man was 
meeting with the owner of the 
property.

At 8:40 an offi  cer assist-
ed EMS on a medical call on 
Wren Street.

A suspicious vehicle was 
reported sitt ing in the parking 
lot of a church on Wigley Street 
at 9:22 p.m. An offi  cer checked 
on the vehicle and found it to 
be a teenager waiting for his 
girlfriend to call him.

Sept. 14 – At 7:41 a.m. a 

business on Greenville Ave-
nue reported a woman asleep 
near a vehicle in the parking 
lot. An offi  cer checked on the 
woman and found she was an 
employee at the business and 
she had worked all night. She 
had locked her keys in her car 
and was waiting for her hus-
band to pick her up.

A wallet was located near 
the gas pumps at Brookshire’s 
and turned in to the police at 
12:54 p.m. The owner was con-
tacted and the wallet returned.

At 1:02 p.m a wallet was 
found on the roadway on 
North Pacifi c Street by a man 
walking and turned in to the 
police department. The own-
er was located and the wallet 
returned.

At 1:31 p.m. a resident on 
Wells Street reported her 
ex-husband was harassing her 
and she was afraid of him. A 
direct patrol was issued for 
her residence.

At 4:01 p.m. a resident on 
Landers Street reported a 
verbal disagreement and re-
quested an offi  cer. An offi  cer 
responded and spoke with 
both parties.

Kayla Elizabeth Tennyson, 
28 of Mineola was arrested 
for a Dallas County warrant 
at 4:34 p.m. Tennyson was 
stopped on North Pacifi c 
Street by an offi  cer for a traffi  c 
violation and found to have an 
active warrant for resisting ar-
rest, search or transport.

At 6:45 p.m. a man reported 
he went to his ex-girlfriend’s 
residence on Rainbow Lane to 
retrieve his clothing, but while 
there an argument ensured 
and the assaulted him. He 
said he assaulted her back. An 
offi  cer met with the woman 
and man at diff erent locations 
to investigate the disturbance 
between the two. Both did not 
wish to fi le charges and signed 
a waiver of non-prosecution. 
A scratch was the only inju-
ry and family violence report 
was fi led.

At 7:24 p.m. loud music was 
reported on West Kilpatrick 
Street. An offi  cer responded to 
the location but found the mu-
sic was not too loud.

At 7:36 p.m. a resident on 
Elliott  Street reported a neigh-
bor on South Street was being 
evicted by the constable and 
the neighbor was not cursing 
them and tearing things up. 
The JP2 Constable reported he 
had the incident under con-
trol.

At 9:21 p.m. Joey Evat Tave, 
32 of Mineola was arrested at 
a South Pacifi c business for 
unlawfully carrying a weap-
on on premises licensed to 
sell alcohol, possession of a 
controlled substance and pos-
session of marijuana. Offi  cers 
were walking into a business 
and noticed a car parked at the 
business with an opened alco-
holic beverage in the driver’s 
cup holder. While investigat-
ing the situation, the vehicle 
was found to belong to Tave 
who was in the store at the 
time. Offi  cers asked Tave out-
side to speak with him. While 
doing so the offi  cer witnessed 
a baggy of marijuana hanging 
from Tave’s pants pockets. He 
also had a 9mm handgun in 
his waistband and cocaine in 
his shirt pocket.

At 10:59 p.m. a South Street 
resident reported a known 
man was circling her home 
in a truck. She was concerned 
because a family member 
warned her the subject was 
coming to her residence with 
a gun. She was concerned for 
her safety. The subject left 
before the offi  cers arrived.

Sept. 12 – Deputies responded to a suspicious 
person on CR 4136 near Quitman at approximately 
1:28 a.m. Deputies searched the area but were un-
able to locate the individual.

Deputies were dispatched to Dogwood Trail 
near Hawkins at approximately 3:44 a.m. in 
reference to theft. A known actor stole a fi re-
arm from the reporting party’s residence. This 
case has been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to HWY 37 near 
Quitman, at approximately 6:45 a.m., in refer-
ence to an unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. 
Gary Post, 33, of Winnsboro, was arrested for 
Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle.

Deputies were dispatched to Main Street in 
Yantis at approximately 10:24 a.m. in reference 
to criminal trespass. Deputies issued a Crimi-
nal Trespass Warning and cleared the incident.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party 
at approximately 11:02 a.m. in reference to 
harassment that occurred on FM 2869 near 
Winnsboro. This case is active.

Deputies went out on an arrest/warrant ser-
vice to FM 14 near Hawkins at approximately 
1:05 p.m. Deputies searched the area, but were 
unable to make contact with the individual.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 3425 near 
Hawkins at approximately 2:52 p.m. in refer-
ence to criminal trespass. Deputies issued a 
Criminal Trespass Warning and the incident 
was cleared.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 2275 near 
Mineola at approximately 3:45 p.m. in ref-
erence to a disturbance where an assault oc-
curred. This case is active. 

Deputies were dispatched to CR 3859 near 
Mineola at approximately 6:05 p.m. in refer-
ence to a theft. Actors, or actors unknown, stole 
two dogs from the reporting party’s property. 
This case has been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 2267 near 
Mineola at approximately 7:17 p.m. in refer-
ence to theft. Actors, or actors unknown, stole 
a utility trailer from the reporting party’s prop-
erty. This case has been forwarded to investi-
gators.

Deputies were dispatched to FM 2088 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 7:35 p.m. in ref-
erence to a reckless driver. Deputies searched 
the area, but were unable to locate the vehicle.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 3950 near 
Hawkins at approximately 9:09 p.m. in refer-
ence to a fi re. Deputies searched the area, but 
were unable to locate any signs of a fi re. 

Sept. 13 – Deputies responded to a suspicious 
person on FM 182 near Alba at approximately 1 
a.m. Deputies located the individual and provided a 
courtesy transport.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 3985 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 7:40 a.m. in ref-
erence to suspicious circumstances. Deputies 
searched the area but were unable to locate any 
suspicious activity.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 4660 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 10:38 a.m. in 
reference to a welfare check. Deputies located 
human remains and forwarded this case to 
investigators. The Justice of the Peace arrived 
and ordered an autopsy.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party, 
at approximately 12:31 p.m., in reference to a 
theft that occurred on PR 5569 near Alba. Ac-
tors, or actors unknown, stole a fi rearm from 
the reporting party’s property. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to HWY 37 near 
Quitman at approximately 5:49 p.m. in refer-
ence to a reckless driver. Deputies searched the 
area, but were unable to locate the vehicle.

Deputies responded to a suspicious vehicle 
on SPUR 514 near Yantis; at approximately 6:13 
p.m. Deputies located the vehicle and every-
thing was OK.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party, at 
approximately 6:33 p.m., in reference to crimi-
nal trespass that occurred on FM 14 near Haw-
kins. Deputies gave the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party, at 
approximately 6:38 p.m., in reference to crim-
inal trespass that occurred on FM 852 near 
Winnsboro. Deputies gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 1726 near 
Yantis at approximately 7:07 p.m. in reference 
to criminal mischief. Actors, or actors un-
known, damaged a fence on the reporting par-
ty’s family member’s property. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to FM 69 near Yan-
tis at approximately 7:42 p.m. in reference to a 
burglary. Actors, or actors unknown, stole an 
AC unit from the reporting party’s property. 
This case has been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 2310 near 
Mineola at approximately 8:31 p.m. in refer-
ence to a disturbance. Deputies spoke with all 
parties involved and everything was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 4990 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 9:16 p.m. in ref-

erence to a welfare check. Deputies located the 
individual and everything was OK.

Sept. 14 – Deputies responded to a suspicious 
vehicle on FM 182 near Quitman at approximately 
12:12 a.m. Deputies located the vehicle and every-
thing was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 4400 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 2:14 a.m. in ref-
erence to 911 violations. Damon Bell, 31, of 
Mount Pleasant, was arrested for Silent/Abu-
sive Calls to 911 Service.

Deputies responded to a missing person 
possibly found on FM 69 near Alba at approx-
imately 11:44 a.m. Deputies transported the 
individual to the sheriff ’s offi  ce and a family 
member picked him up. 

Deputies spoke with the reporting party at 
approximately 1:30 p.m. in reference to a scam 
that occurred on Village Circle near Yantis. 
Deputies gave the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to FM 17 near 
Alba at approximately 1:28 p.m. in reference to 
criminal mischief. The actor advised the dep-
uties that the damage to the mailbox will be 
fi xed.

Deputies were dispatched to FM 778 near 
Mineola at approximately 4:56 p.m. in refer-
ence to an alarm. Deputies checked the build-
ing and it was secure.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party at 
approximately 6:09 p.m. in reference to crimi-
nal mischief that occurred on FM 515 near Yan-
tis. Deputies gave the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to FM 182 near 
Quitman at approximately 6:10 p.m. in refer-
ence to a reckless driver. Deputies searched the 
area, but were unable to locate the vehicle.

Deputies were dispatched to HWY 69 near 
Alba at approximately 9:43 p.m. in reference to 
a reckless driver. Deputies searched the area, 
but were unable to locate the vehicle.

Deputies responded to a suspicious vehicle 
on CR 2265 near Mineola at approximately 
10:02 p.m. Bryan Cooper, 24, of Stone Moun-
tain, Ga., was arrested for Violation of a Pro-
tective Order.

Sept. 15 – Deputies responded to a suspicious 
vehicle on FM 14 near Hawkins; at approximately 
12:30 a.m. Deputies located the vehicle and every-
thing was OK.

At 8:03 a.m., horses were reported out on CR 
3860 near Hawkins.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 2100 near 
Quitman, at approximately 9:20 a.m., in refer-
ence to a welfare check. Deputies located the 
individual and everything was OK.

Deputies went out on an arrest/warrant ser-
vice to Trinity Mother Francis in Winnsboro; 
at approximately 10:21 a.m. Lorena King, 42, 
of Winnsboro, was arrested for an outstanding 
warrant.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party at 
approximately 12:51 p.m. in reference to crim-
inal mischief that occurred on CR 4536 near 
Winnsboro. Deputies gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 1807 near 
Yantis at approximately 1:40 p.m. in reference 
to a welfare check. Deputies searched the area, 
but were unable to locate the individual.

Deputies spoke with the reporting party at 
approximately 4:35 p.m. in reference to crim-
inal mischief that occurred on PR 6323 near 
Mineola. Deputies gave the reporting party ad-
vice and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 4539 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 7:36 p.m. in ref-
erence to criminal trespass. Jason Bearden, 40, 
of Winnsboro, was arrested for Criminal Tres-
pass.

Deputies were dispatched to HWY 11 near 
Winnsboro at approximately 9:47 p.m. in ref-
erence to a welfare check. Deputies located the 
individual and everything was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to FM 1254 near 
Quitman at approximately 10:18 p.m. in refer-
ence to criminal mischief. Actors, or actors un-
known, damaged the reporting party’s proper-
ty. This case is active.

Deputies were dispatched to HWY 80 near 
Mineola at approximately 11:23 p.m. in refer-
ence to a noise complaint. Deputies located the 
activity and everything was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to HWY 80 near 
Mineola at approximately 11:36 p.m. in refer-
ence to a noise complaint. Deputies searched 
the area, but were unable to locate any activity.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 3880 near 
Hawkins at approximately 11:32 p.m. in refer-
ence to a welfare check. Deputies located the 
individual and everything was OK.

Sept. 16 – Deputies were dispatched to CR 1800 
near Yantis, at approximately 12:46 a.m. in refer-
ence to a disturbance. Stephanie Miranda, 30, of 
Yantis, was arrested for an outstanding warrant.

Iron Horse
From page 1A

Onlookers cheer as weenie dogs blaze along the track during last 
year’s Iron Horse Festival Weenie Dog Race. (Monitor file photo).

Read full story online at
www.woodcountymonitor.com
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Better Hearing
                  Starts here......

In Lindale we offer:
Comprehensive hearing exam
 Full explanation of exam results
 60 Day-100% money back guarantee
 Discreet “Brain Hearing” technology

Call for a free hearing exam (yes it’s free)
903-881-5753

East Texas Hearing Solutions
1437 South Main St., Lindale

Serving East Texans over forty years

Hearing Loss is no Joke!
I know. Because of my hearing loss I wear aids

and thank GOD every day for them.

Sunday Services:   8:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.   |   Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.  -  Pastor’s Bible Study

www.fccmineola.org

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

209 N Pacific St, Mineola, TX 75773
(903) 569-2537

Christian Men’s Fellowship - 5:30 p.m.

Christian Women’s Fellowship - 10:30 a.m.

“Beyond the Broken Heart”  - 4 p.m.
(Beginning of weekly meetings—Spousal Grief Support Gr

New Sermon Series—Telling Your Jesus Story

World Communion Sunday  - 6 p.m.
Community-wide Shared Communion Service

Chili Luncheon (after morning worship service)

Movie Night
Free Admission and Free Refreshments        

Wednesday, Oct. 3

Thursday, Oct 4 

Thursday, Oct 4

Sunday, Oct. 7 

Sunday, Oct. 7

Sunday, Oct. 14

Thursday, Oct. 25      

OCTOBER EVENTS

BBBeeyyyyyyyyyoonndd thheee BBrrookkkeen HHeeaartt    4 p.m.
(Beginning of weekly meetings—Spousal Grie

N S SS i TT llllii Y JJ

(Beginning of weekly meetings—
                         Spousal Grief Support Group)

By LAURA BEAM
CASA Supervisor

Every day, 54 Texas children are removed from their 
homes for abuse and neglect; the fate of these children 
is left to a team of trained individuals who work to en-
sure children placed outside their homes are safe and 
protected. 

In 1977, a new member was added to that team – 
CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates). Texas 
CASA is composed of volunteer members from the 
community who are appointed to represent a child’s 
best interest in the courtroom. Now more than 1,000 
CASA programs exist nationwide with more than 70 
in Texas. 

CASA is only possible because community volun-
teers dedicate their time and skills to build relation-
ships with children and guide them through a life in 
foster care. Serving as a special advocate is not an easy 
one, but the reward is plentiful. Just ask Bett y Groep-
per of Wood County. Groepper celebrated 20 years of 
service as an advocate through CASA for Kids of East 
Texas in May of this year.

Since being sworn in as a guardian ad litem in May 
of 1998, Groepper has served on 12 cases and repre-
sented the best interest of 23 children. 

Groepper moved to Wood County in 1996 and later 
saw a newspaper article about the local CASA pro-
gram. Familiar with the legal system and recognizing 
a need for advocates in her community, Groepper 
completed extensive background checks and training 
and worked her fi rst case in Van Zandt County.

“I went to school on that case. … Everything that 
could go wrong, did,” Groepper said. Her fi rst case 
lasted two years. Later, Groepper continued to take 
new case after new case. 

“These kids need all the help they can get,” Groep-
per said. 

Serving children of all ages, Groepper plays a pivotal 
role in these children’s lives. Besides reporting to the 
judge at regular court hearings on a child’s well-being 

and needs, Groepper makes sure 
to give the children she serves one-
on-one att ention.

Children sometimes come into 
foster care lacking common experi-
ences , like gett ing a Happy Meal at 
McDonald’s. Groepper has taken 
children to movies, local and ed-
ucational events, restaurants, etc. 
She knows how simple it can be to 
make a child who has been abused 
and neglected feel special.

Groepper said it is satisfying to 
be a part of the solution. Children 
in foster care are faced with a pleth-

ora of challenges. Besides the trau-
ma that placed them in foster care 
in the fi rst place, children often 
have to start new schools in new 
places with new people. Some chil-
dren are behind educationally and 
require special assistance. Some 
children have undiagnosed medi-
cal or mental health conditions. As 
a court appointed special advocate, 
Groepper plays an instrumental 
role in making sure each child is 
given the best chance to succeed.

“It’s rewarding and you feel ac-
complished,” she said.

Groepper understands how im-
portant it is for community mem-
bers to step up and support the 
needs in their local area, no mat-
ter the cause. She said everyone 
has skills that can be applied in all 
kinds of lines of service. CASA is 
just one of many ways Groepper 
contributes to her community.

As far as adding to her already 
impressive 20 years of services for 
CASA, Groepper plans to keep go-
ing.

“If I don’t do it, who will?” she 
said.

Seated is Betty Groepper, who was recognized Aug. 24 during a surprise luncheon at the Red Dome in Quitman for serving 20 years as a court 
appointed special advocate (CASA) for children in Wood County. Behind her, from left, are Kathy Clark – CASA, Ralph Hooten- CASA , Laura 
Miller- CASA, Terry Edwards- CASA , Shirley Griffin – CASA, Laura Beam – CASA, Elaine Johnson- CASA, Rachel Pace – Wood County CPS, Patricia 
Skelton – Wood County CPS supervisor and Tina Nichols- Wood County CPS. (Courtesy photo).

CASA volunteer 
recognized for 
her 20 years of
serving children

Josh Medlin and Katelyn Coats were named Students of the Month by the Quitman Rotary Club. (Courtesy photo)

Seniors Josh Medlin and Katelyn 
Coats were selected as the Quitman Sep-
tember Rotary students of the month.

Medlin has been the varsity football 
captain for two years, on the varsity golf 
team, vice president of student council, 
FFA treasurer and National Honor Soci-
ety member.  He will be att ending Tex-
as A&M University in College Station 
to major in ag business and would like 
to have a job in the ag insurance and fi -
nance fi eld. 

Coats has been a part of the Anchor 

Club for three years and is a member of 
the Interact Club. She was a part of FFA 
during her freshman year. She has been 
working at Quitman Chiropractic for 
the past year.

She plans to att end North East Texas 
Community College in Mt. Pleasant. 
She has plans to pursue a Bachelors of 
Science degree in nursing to pursue a 
job as a labor and delivery nurse.  

Coats is taking a pharmacology class 
to become a pharmacy technician while 
she att ends college.

The annual Rock Hill 
Cemetery Memorial Day 
will be held on Sunday, 
September 30, 2018 at 
the Rock Hill Cemetery 
on County Road 1477 off  
of F. M. Highway 515.  
The program will start 
at 10:00 a.m. with songs 
and prayer, followed by 
the business meeting 

and conclude with a ser-
mon presented by a local 
pastor.  Families will eat 
lunch on the grounds af-
terwards.

Anyone who has is un-
able to att end Memorial 
Day services and who 
has any questions about 
the Cemetery Associa-
tion, fi nances or the care 

of the cemetery itself, can 
contact the Cemetery As-
sociation by writing to 
The Rock Hill Cemetery 
Association of Wood 
County, Inc., P. O. Box 
1365, Quitman, Texas 
75783 or calling 903/763-
8311.  Contributions can 
also be mailed to the ad-
dress listed above.

do here is catch these issues before 
they ever happen – get to know the 
kids, get to know the parents. Try 
to get a feel for what’s happening 
in the community with our youths, 
and if there are issues we need to 
address we want to catch them ear-
ly and get these kids heading in the 
right direction,” Castleberry noted.

Castleberry began work for the 
district Sept. 24 with the title of Di-
rector of Safety. He won’t assume 
the title of police chief until the 
MISD police department is com-

missioned by the Texas Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement. He was 
one of nine candidates interviewed 
for the position, according to school 
Superintendent Kim Tunnell. 

The school board acted on a rec-
ommendation by Tunnell and a 
committ ee of school administrators 
and representatives from the Min-
eola Police Department and Wood 
County constables.

 “What we saw come out was 
the passion and some ideas about 
building relationships, and for me 
those two things came to the top,” 
said school board President John 
Abbott . 

Tunnell said Castleberry’s pas-
sion for the community and stu-

dents was evident, but he also rec-
ognizes that although his is a law 
enforcement position, “90 percent 
is building relationships with our 
students and being proactive. He’s 
also invested in the community. 
He cares about where we are, be-
ing on the ground fl oor in creating 
a police department for the Mineo-
la ISD. We wanted somebody with 
the energy, motivation and passion 
to do that, and I think he will deliv-
er that.”

Castleberry is expected to have 
input into the hiring of a second 
campus police offi  cer. The school 
district has budgeted $187,487 for 
school security this year, including 
$110,287 for personnel.

Castleberry
From page 1A

Medlin, Coats selected as Quitman 
Rotary students of the month

Rock Hill Cemetery Memorial Day this Sunday
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Quitman Library Connections
BY LIBRARIAN DELENE ALLEN

QISD
From page 1A

43.270 ACRES 

JUST LISTED 

SOLD WATERFRONT– 1.589 Acres 

PRICE IMPROVEMENT 

6166 S STATE HWY 37, MINEOLA, TX 75773 
MineolaTXHomesForSale.com 

(903) 638-2455
Get Competitive Edge with RealEdge!

 COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

PENDING  SOLD PRICE IMPROVEMENT 
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National Family History 
Month is observed annually 
during the month of October. 
The Quitman Public Library 
along with the Wood County 
TX Genealogical Society invite 
family researchers, historians 
and storytellers, to commemorate their 
family’s rich and deep history this 
month by allowing us to assist with 
beginning your genealogical tree. The 
society will meet on Monday, October 
15, at 7 p.m. in the library’s Shamburg-
er Community Room. For more infor-
mation, contact David Gilbreath at 972-
977-7988.

  The 2nd Friday Acoustical Jam is 
Friday, Oct. 12 from 6 – 9 p.m. Musi-
cians of all ages and musical levels are 
invited to join in from 6 – 9 p.m. in the 
library’s community room. Listeners 
are always welcome at this free event. 
Contact Eugene Allen at 903-975-5745.

  Patron cards are available for those 
who can provide photo identifi cation 

and proof of residence in Wood 
County. A guardian must sign 
for children ages 5 - 17.  Hours 
are Tuesday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Keep 
current at www.facebook.com/
quitmanpubliclibrary and visit 

the library’s website at www.quitman-
library.org. Wi-Fi is available 24/7.  

 
ADULT SERVICES

Rebekah Yeager and Virginia Hoff -
pauir invite students of all ages and 
skill levels to bring their own supplies 
and join the group for free crochet and 
knitt ing instruction each Thursday 2 – 
4 p.m. in the library’s main gallery. 

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Story Time meets each Wednesday at 

2 p.m.  Lillian Gray plans an education-
al hour fi lled with stories, crafts and 
plenty of fun. Upcoming themes: Sep. 
26 – “Eat Your Vegetables” and create a 
vegetable platt er, Oct. 3 – “I Spy” with 

games, Oct. 10 – “Crows and Scare-
crows” making popsicle stick scare-
crows, Oct. 17 – “A Blue Story Time” all 
the books we read will be blue! Oct. 24 
– “ Halloween Party!” with a costume 
contest, games and prizes.

 Story Time is designed for young 
readers and home-schooled students, 
but anyone who wants to hear a great 
story is welcome. Call 903-763-BOOK 
(2665).

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
The Friends of the Quitman Public 

Library meet Tuesday, Oct. 9 at noon 
for an hour of fellowship and fun. This 
is an active group of volunteers dedi-
cated to the growth and improvement 
of the library. FOL Offi  cers for 2019 are: 
Cathy Dye – President, Beverly Cham-
berlain – Vice President, Lillian Gray – 
Secretary, Rebekah Yeager – Treasurer/
Newslett er, and Diane Moseley – Hos-
pitality.  

GENEALOGY
The Wood County TX Genealogical 

Society meets Monday, Oct. 15 at 7 
p.m. in the library’s Shamburger Com-
munity Room. The society gathers for 
a pre-meeting social dinner at Peral-
ta’s Mexican Restaurant in Quitman 
at 6 p.m and invites newcomers to fel-
lowship. The society’s Facebook page 
is htt p://www.facebook.com/groups/
woocotx. 

ON DISPLAY
In the lobby showcase is a collection 

of chicken memorabilia on loan from 
Beverly Chamberlain.

NEW ARRIVALS
Visit the library’s online catalog at 

http://quitman.biblionix.com/catalog 
and select “What’s Hot” to check new 
arrivals. Download the OverDrive® 
app to connect to our library’s vast 
collection of eBooks, audiobooks and 
streaming video.  

Inside and Outside the Picket Fence
BY JAN WHITLOCK

Quitman Arboretum and 
Botanical Gardens

Autumn cleaning 
continues as we slowly 
but surely help the gar-
dens and surrounding 
areas recover from hog 
damage. Donated pavers 
give new shape to re-es-
tablished gardens and 
many favorite plants are 
now putt ing on their fall 
show. If you follow Lin 
Grado’s column, you 
already know about the 
beautiful rose of sharon 
that graces the front 
yard and the returning 
hardy hibiscus that get 
to “strut their stuff .”

Power washing and 
weeks of hard work 
have helped to re-es-
tablish the pergola to 
its original beauty. This 
area is located behind 
the Stinson House, and 
it can be accessed by 
walking over the foot-
bridge with the river 
stone beneath. If you 
have not visited this cor-
ner of the garden, now 
is the perfect time. Much 
still needs to be accom-
plished and the volun-

teers who have taken on 
this project are appreci-
ated by all concerned.

Inside the Stinson 
House you will fi nd 
every nook and cranny 
frilled with treasures 
for the upcoming yard 
sale. On Saturday, Sept. 
29, the annual Fall Yard 
Sale will present its 
wares. Please come out 
and help support this 
important fundraiser as 
a volunteer or shopper 
or both. Donations are 
still being accepted (no 
clothes or shoes please). 
We are there every 
Wednesday. The coff ee 
is on.  Remember, no 
experience is necessary,  
and we would love to 
get to know you.

Debbie Ebehart, with husband Kevin standing behind her, snips a ribbon signaling the grand opening of Silver Lake Cellars Winery & Vine-
yard on Sept. 14. The couple, managing partners in the business, are surrounded by Mineola Chamber of Commerce members, friends and 
well-wishers. The winery is located at 25378 U.S. 80, which is about halfway between Mineola and Grand Saline. The winery sells eight variet-
ies of wine from grapes grown locally as well as from the Texas High Plains. (Monitor photo by Hank Murphy). 

SILVER LAKE CELLARS GRAND OPENING

tion of School Boards. The 
policy addresses admin-
istrative codes to set up 
a method for school dis-
tricts to determine if stu-
dents can graduate and 
get a diploma.. 

Update 111 also includes 
board member training 
and orientation, fi nancial 
ethics, contractor’s crim-
inal history checks, com-
pensation plan, employee 
searches and alcohol/drug 
testing, employee welfare 
and compulsory att en-
dance.

Board members then 
went into executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel 
issues.

REPORTS AND CONSENT AGENDA
For the student show-

case, Whitney Crutcher, 

who works with the ele-
mentary students, visited 
with the board to discuss 
the Fab Friday program.

This program teaches 
kindergarteners through 
fi fth graders coding, ro-
botics, engineering and 
problem solving.

Crutcher gives the kids 
projects involving build-
ing tasks to complete a 
mission. The kids work 
the project each Friday.

She said it teaches the 
children real-life prob-
lem-solving and changes 
the way they think. Some 
of the topics include learn-
ing about how electricity 
works, coding for robots 
and computers and build-
ing mazes.

It provides a segue into 
higher level robotics as 
they enter junior high and 
high school, she said.

Quitman ISD Superin-
tendent Rhonda Turner 
gave her report to the 

board. Enrollment for the 
school district stands at 
1,120 students.

Business/ fi nancial di-
rector Cayla Mars then 
gave the fi nancial report, 
tax collection and in-
vestment reports for the 
month of August. 

On the consent agen-
da, trustees approved the 
Aug. 20 regular meeting 
and Aug. 27 special meet-
ing minutes. Monthly 
fi nancial statement and 
monthly check payments 
were also approved. 

Trustees approved a 
$750 donation from De-
nyse and Nancy L. Parnell 
to the elementary school 
to be used for students’ 
supplies and clothing. 
Board members approved 
a $155 donation for cheer-
leader raincoats from the 
Quitman High School 
Athletic Booster Club. 

The board approved 
a Brookshire’s Grocery 

Company donation of 
$351.90 through the Cash 
for Class program. This 
program, which has now 
been discontinued, gave 
Brookshire’s customers 
the chance to sign up to 
shop for the elementary 
with a credit from their 
grocery shopping going 
toward the school. The 
donation is funds collect-
ed from last year.

Elementary students Ar-
ianna Till and Mason Wil-
liams recited the Ameri-
can and Texas pledge of 
allegiances. 



A small fi re in the Quit-
man High School IT serv-
er room was extinguished 
on the morning of Sept. 
24.

A batt ery backup device 
caught fi re and was put 
out with a fi re extinguish-
er before the fi re depart-
ment arrived. Quitman 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment was called to check 
for chemicals as a precau-
tion, QISD Superinten-
dent Rhonda Turner said.

“There was a small fi re 
that started when a bat-
tery in the server room 
ignited. Scott  Turner, Di-
rector of IT, was able to 
quickly extinguish the 
fi re.  Students were evac-
uated for precautionary 
reasons. The QVFD ar-
rived on scene quickly 
and evaluated the situa-
tion,” Turner said. “They 
determined that there 

were no additional fi re 
hazards and that any 
smells or fumes were not 
dangerous. The students 
were out of class for about 
thirty minutes. Once the 
fi re department gave us 
an all clear, students re-
turned to class and re-
sumed their normal day.”

QVFD Captain Kyle 
Wheeler said the depart-

ment was paged at 8:24 
a.m. to the electrical fi re 
in the server room.Wood 
County Fire Marshal Tul-
ly Davidson said every-
body evacuated well.

Wheeler said QVFD 
ventilated for the smell 
and removed the batt ery 
backup outside of the 
school.

- BY ZAK WELLERMAN

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Kasey Rhodes, a 
12-year-old Yantis resi-
dent, met with the Quit-
man Rotary club on Sept. 
20 to present her educa-
tional journey about the 
monarch butt erfl y and 
Yantis Prairie Day.

She told att endees the 
number of monarchs 
completing the trip has 
declined by 90 percent 
from its peak.

 “Monarchs once 
thrived in areas that 
were once dominated 
by prairie. Today the tall 

grass prairie has been re-
duced to one percent of 
its original area,” Rhodes 
said. “This makes it one 
of the rarest and most 
endangered ecosystems 
in the world.”

Yantis Prairie Day, 
Sept. 29, is a way to take 
action and help the mon-
archs and other prairie 
animals. The event will 
teach area landowners 
how to create prairie 
and pollinator-friendly 
habitats. The event will 
be at Yantis Elementary 
School from 2 to 5 p.m. 

Speakers for the event 
will include Texas Parks 

and Wildlife, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife and local 
landowners. Topics dis-
cussed at educational 
booths will include pol-
linators, honey samples, 
pollinator-friendly gar-
dening, edible plants, 
monarch butt erfl ies, free 
face painting and other 
activities.

Monarchs fl y 1,500 to 
3,000 kilometers to the 
Sierra Madre Mountains 
in central Mexico during 
their winter migration 
to an area known as the 
Monarch Butt erfl y Bio-
sphere Area Reserve.

Rhodes became inter-

ested in the monarch af-
ter att ending a tagging 
event at the Texas State 
Fair. She then decided to 
fi nd some eggs on milk-
weed plants on her fam-
ily pasture and watched 
the metamorphosis pro-
cess take place in a tank.

Rhodes asked her mom 
if they could go to Mex-
ico to see the monarchs 
in their winter habitat, 
which resulted in a fam-
ily and friends trip in 
February.

She became more in-
spired to help and asked 
for help from the city of 
Yantis.

“I then asked the may-
or of Yantis to sign the 
monarch pledge, thereby 
committ ing our town to 
help in eff orts to save the 
monarch and its habitat. 
What I have come to re-
alize is that many people 
do not know where to 
start to help the mon-
archs, “she said.

This agreement includ-
ed that there should be 
an action item to help the 
monarchs or their habi-
tats. Rhodes chose Yantis 
Prairie Day to fi ll the re-
quirement.

“I’ve been raised to be-
lieve that we can be the 
change we wish to see in 
the world. Everyone can 
do something even if it is 
a litt le thing,” she said.

Julie Matt ox donat-
ed fi ve acres of land for 
growing the prairie en-
vironment. Monarchs 
are not the only species 
at risk. Quails, turkeys, 
Eastern meadowlark 
or songbirds are also 
harmed by loss of prai-
rie.

“The key is diversifi ca-
tion of land use,” Rhodes 
said. “We believe farm-
ers can still earn a living 
through rotational graz-
ing and mimicking the 
patt erns of the buff alo, 
incorporating restrictive 
burns and leaving areas 
for pollinator plants and 
native grasses to thrive.”

She added that the 
milkweed plant is vi-
tal to the survival of the 
monarch.

Rhodes pointed out the 
dangers monarchs are 
facing in the wild and 
while migrating. 

“Deaths for the mon-
arch butt erfl y include 
loss of habitat in the U.S., 
lack of milkweed, lack 
of nectar plant through 
land removal and loss of 
habitat in Mexico,” she 
said.  “However, there 
is something we can do. 
First, we need to make 
sure to place nectar sur-
faces for monarchs and 
other pollinators. These 
areas of nectar plants 
need to be far away 
from areas with pesti-
cide. Many pastures are 
sprayed with pesticides 
and herbicides, which 
harm the host plant, 
milkweeds. These sprays 
are meant to kill noxious 
weeds.”
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ELLIOTT-THOMAS

HEALTH CENTER
Rapid   are

Call: 903-569-2006
415 W. KILPATRICK

Visit us online:   
www.robertelliottmd.com 

  ER Board Certified Physician practicing medicine for 

36 years.

   We offer rapid on the spot thorough compassionate 

care with immediate referrals to specialists in Tyler and 

surrounding areas, direct admit to area hospitals, on site 

EKG’s, and direct phone contact with a cardiologist.

Fall armyworms in lawns
 Armyworms are common caterpillars that prefer 

lawn grasses over other plants in your yard. When 
present in large numbers they appear to march in ar-
my-like formations, migrating to areas of fresh grass. 
These caterpillars are about 3 cm (1 inch) long.

I’ve noticed something lately. People are consis-
tently amazed when nature intrudes on their lives, as 
if it’s a great exception to some law that states “noth-
ing unusual should ever happen to me.” Whether it’s 
hurricanes or a snake in the house, or something as 
mundane as a caterpillar outbreak, the usual reac-
tion is astonishment.  That seems to be the common 
thread among callers this week with regard to the 
latest fall armyworm outbreak.

I say “latest,” because fall armyworms are noth-
ing new. According to Dr. Allen Knutson, extension 
agricultural entomologist in Dallas, fall armyworms 
are present every year; however, this year they are 
a widespread problem for hay producers and small 
grains producers across the state.  “I’ve had calls as 
far west as Wichita Falls, south to Comanche and 
across east Texas,” he said.  Locally, my turfgrass 
colleague, Dr. Lindsey Hoff man, and I have gott en 
many calls this week from concerned lawn owners, 
schools and reporters in the north Texas area.

The caterpillar stage of a drab brown moth, fall ar-
myworm is known scientifi cally as Spodoptera fru-
giperda. It feeds primarily on grasses, though it has 
been reported feeding on dozens of non-grass plants 
and weeds. It earns the name “armyworm” from its 
habit, during times of major outbreaks, of marching, 
army-like, across fi elds and roads and yards, con-
suming everything in its path. This is one of those 
years.

Fall armyworm caterpillars can vary in color, but 
generally have three yellow dorsal stripes; an invert-
ed, white Y on the face; and three stripes on the plate 
just behind the head.

NOT TO WORRY
While some farmers may be hit in the pocketbook 

by the outbreak, homeowners don’t have much to 
worry about. Armyworm damage in home lawns 
can be breathtaking, but it does not usually hurt the 
lawn in the long-term. Because armyworms feed on 
the leaves, and not on the critical roots and stolons, a 
litt le irrigation or a rain should restore lawns to their 
original condition within a week or two.  Fall army-
worm will feed on most common lawn grasses like 
bermudagrass and St. Augustinegrass.

Lawn browning often appears to occur overnight, 
though armyworms need three to four weeks of 
feeding to do their damage. The last week or so of the 
larval stage is when most of the feeding, and dam-
age, occurs.

If you want to treat for aesthetic reasons, standard 
residual insecticides like bifenthrin, cyfl uthrin, per-
methrin, esfenvalerate, or carbaryl should quickly 
eliminate an armyworm invasion. These products 
are best applied as a spray; a hose-end sprayer is a 
convenient applicator.

Organic gardeners should either leave the infesta-
tion to run its course, or treat with the natural insecti-
cide, spinosad. The organic gardener’s other favorite 
caterpillar spray, Bt, can kill armyworms but has a 
very short life on the grass and will be less eff ective 
than spinosad.

Fall armyworms diff er from many other caterpillar 
pests in that they do not survive the winter in areas 
where it freezes.  In Texas, they probably survive 
winter only in far south Texas. So not treating this 
year will have no long-term eff ects on next year’s 
populations.

So don’t be shocked this fall if you see caterpillars 
in your yard, or marching up sidewalks or exploring 
the sides of your house. Unusual things like fall ar-
myworm invasions can happen, even in your yard; 
but this one is no disaster.

Article writt en by Dr. Mike Merchant Professor and 
Extension Urban Entomologist. Shaniqua Davis is the 
County Extension Agent for agriculture and natural re-
sources for Wood County. Her email address is shaniqua.
davis@ag.tamu.edu

Ag NewsRhodes discusses monarchs at Quitman Rotary

Kasey Rhodes speaks to the Quitman Rotary Club on Sept. 20 about the preservation of monarch butterflies 
and Yantis Prairie Day. (Monitor Photo by Zak Wellerman)

Quitman HS server room fire extinguished

The battery 
backup de-
vice sits out-
side behind 
the Quitman 
High School 
building 
after the 
internal 
electrical fire 
was extin-
guished on 
the morning 
of Sept. 24.



ratively make, learn and 
share ideas through tech-
nology or without inside 
an educational facility.

“It’s called Fab Friday 
because we think it’s fab-
ulous for teachers and fab-
ulous for kids,” Crutcher 
said. “The teachers get a 
chance to really dive into 
data and be bett er teach-
ers and the kids get expo-
sure to something that’s 
much more diff erent than 
a normal classroom.”

Coding, robotics and 
engineering fall under the 
category of makerspace. 
Students rotate between 
each of the subjects every 
Friday.

With the engineering 
process, students learn to 
build prototypes to solve 
a problem. With curric-
ulum from www.code.
org, students learn the 
fundamentals of writing 
computer code, learning 
how everyday technology 
works. In robotics, they 
use a variety of robots to 
reinforce coding while 
learning problem-solving 
skills. 

“With robotics, they 
have tasks to carry out 
with the robots, but they 
may work with the same 
robot for three or four 
months, but they are 
learning a litt le bit more 
each time,” she said. “And 
with the engineering lab, 
the fi rst time they come in 
they may just ask, imagine 
and plan with their group 
and then the next couple 
of times they may build 
and improve and then 
share. It’s kind of broken 
up, but they’re able to fi n-
ish a cycle of a project.”

Students also have 
non-technology based ex-
ercises to build projects 
with wooden blocks – 
they call the projects rig-
amajig and contraptions. 

As an instructional 
coach, Crutcher provides 
professional development 
to teachers and coaches 
them in their teaching. 

She trains new teachers 
and spends her week in 
classrooms daily. 

A group of teachers lead 
the rotating labs every Fri-
day. 

“The most important 
thing I need to say is I hav-
en’t done it by myself and 
I couldn’t have done it by 
myself,” she said. “The 
teachers that we have that 
are coming and running 
these labs on Fridays, it 
would not happen and be 
successful the way that it 
is without them.”  

Lessons
Overall, the elementa-

ry youngsters are able to 
practice problem solving 
to move forward in their 
education and future ca-
reers.

“I want them to take 
away from it that if some-
one doesn’t give you the 
answer to something, 
there’s a way to be a good 
problem solver. I also 
want to instill in them 
an interest in coding and 
robotics. I want them to 
know that they have the 
ability to think through a 
problem and fi nd a solu-
tion without it being at 
their fi nger tips,” Crutch-
er said. “This lab is oppor-
tunity for them to explore 
and problem solve when-
ever the answer’s not evi-
dent.”

The K-through-5 kids 
will be able to move to ju-
nior high and high school 
robotics. 

David Cross, applied 
engineering and robot-
ics high school teacher, 
works with high school 
students on more com-
plex tasks, such as 3D 
printing, to prepare them 
for the university level 
and careers.

Cross’s students pro-
duce nuts, bolts and ma-
chinery to build materials 
for robots on Onshape, a 
program on their Google 
chromebooks, and print it 
on the 3D printer.

“These students are dig-

ital natives. We cater to 
that because there’s more 
to computers than Face-
book and Instagram,” 
Cross said. “It’s a growing 
industry and we have to 
keep up with it in a public 
school.”

He said starting in the 
elementary allows kids to 
practice basic creativity.

Since the high school 
has new printers, Cross is 
preparing to donate older, 
smaller 3D printers to the 
elementary campus.

Crutcher hopes to im-
plement 3D printing and 
go further into the sub-
jects in the future.

“I’m hoping that this 
spurs a lot of interest of 
going into a classroom 
and having them choose 
this to be a part of their 
elective,” she said. “I want 
to dive deeper to where 
our projects are not only 
using the engineering and 
design process, but also 
teaching a specifi c type of 
engineering. I want to get 
the kids writing code and 
sharing it with kids across 
the United States that also 
use code.org. With robot-
ics, I want the kids to love 
it so much that those of 
the types of toys they ask 
for at Christmas.”

Crutcher said the new 
program has been well-re-
ceived by both the stu-
dents and teachers.

“The teachers got really 
excited about it whenever 
we came back to school 
during in-service and I 
was able to demo all of 
things the kids would 
be doing. It’s something 
that the kids to look for-
ward to,” she said. “And 
even our kids who really 
struggle with controlling 
their own behavior, in 
an environment like this, 
where they have the abil-
ity to create and freedom 
of choice, we fi nd that we 
don’t have discipline is-
sues.”

These labs give a foun-
dation for a student’s ca-
reer path. According to 
the National Center for 
Education Statistics, there 
are 527,169 computer sci-
ence job openings with 
only 59,581 graduates out 
there.

“I think by the time this 
generation of kids ends up 
the age to where they’re 
applying for jobs I think 
there’s no way for us to 
know what’s going to be 
out there for them because 
technology is changing 
faster than we can even 

imagine,” Crutcher said. 
“But we do know coding 
is going to be around. 
A kid with that type of 
knowledge can go into a 
lot of diff erent fi elds.”

Science and math are 
not the only fi elds stu-
dents can pursue after the 
labs. These activities also 
teach valuable communi-
cation skills and working 
in groups.

“They’re using coopera-
tive learning and improv-
ing social skills, which are 
the things employers are 
saying that kids struggle 
with because of the reli-
ance on communicating 
without talking. I think 
that’s real life skills that 
they need because they 
communicate most of 
time without talking to 
each other through text, 
Snapchat and social me-
dia,” she said. 

Origins
Crutcher has been at 

Quitman two years, com-
ing here from Martha and 
Josh Morriss Mathematics 
and Engineering Elemen-
tary School in Texarkana. 
There, regular instruction 

stopped at 2 p.m. so stu-
dents could work on engi-
neering.

“So I learned that solv-
ing problems and build-
ing prototypes is some-
thing that a kid as young 
as fi ve years old can do,” 
she said. “And that’s how 
I learned how to imple-
ment the engineering and 
design process with K-5.”  

She learned about 
coding and robotics by 
att ending science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math (STEM) conferences. 
Then, she spent time over 
the summer adjusting 
ideas to fi t Quitman Ele-
mentary.

She received a grant 
from the Retired Teachers 
of Wood County to start 
the labs. 

“As far writing what we 
have for curriculum, it 
was just a ton of research,” 
Crutcher said. “Maker-
space is one of the hott est 
buzz words in education 
so it’s not hard to fi nd 
ideas out there. The hard-
est part is fi guring out 
how to implement them 
and do it on a budget.”
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KONYA LEIGH BAXTER
1967-2018

QUITMAN-Memorial ser-
vices for Konya Leigh McCall 
Baxter, 50 of Quitman were held 
September 29 at First Baptist 
Church, Alba with Pastor Kelly 
Burton offi  ciating.

Burial will followed at the Flo-
ral Memory Gardens in Albany, 
Georgia.

Mrs Baxter died September 17, 2018, in her home in 
Quitman. She was born October 25, 1967 in Albany, 
Georgia to Kenneth and Kay McCall.

She earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Samford 
University in Birmingham, Alabama and later earned 
a registered nurse degree from the College of Nurses, 
affi  liated with the University of Alabama in Tuscaloo-
sa. She worked in the Arlington Hospital district and 
managed a home health care facility in the DFW Metro 
area. She was a member of First Baptist Church, Alba.

She was preceded in death by her daughter, Kaylee 
Austin McCall; husband, Darryl Baxter; grandfather, 
Claude Jones and step-grandfather, Kenneth Murphy.

Survivors include her parents; sister, Kimberlee 
Barnes of Alba/Golden; grandmother, Alaouida Mur-
phy and friends.

In lieu of fl owers the family requests donations to 
First Baptist Church Alba Building Fund, 219 Holly 
Street, Alba 75410.

CHARLES BETTS
1941-2018

MINEOLA-Funeral services for Charles Bett s, 77, 
of Mineola were held September 17 at Beaty Funeral 
Home with LaDarius Carter offi  ciating.

Burial followed at Roselawn Memorial Gardens in 
Mineola.

Mr. Bett s died September 13, 2018, in Mineola. He 
was born January 14, 1941, in Cumby, Texas to the late 
Clarence and Inias Bett s. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and a sis-
ter, Lorett a Kirkland.

Survivors include his wife, Carolyn Bett s of Mineola; 
sons, Allen and Keith Bett s, both of Mineola; daughter, 
Karen Bett s, Mineola; sister, Laverne Porter of Mineo-
la; fi ve grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

RICHARD ANTHONY CARUSO
1958-2018

MINEOLA-A memorial service for Richard Antho-
ny Caruso, 60 of Mineola,  will be held Saturday, Octo-
ber 6 at Summit Heights Fellowship Church in Haw-
kins on Farm to Market 2869 in Hawkins.

Mr. Caruso died at his home September 14, 2018. He 
was born April 8, 1958, in Martinez, California

Living in California before 
coming to Mineola, he worked at 
Daniel Freeman Hospital in Los 
Angeles for over 20 years. After 
arriving in Texas he had his own 
business, Helping Hands Home 
Repair. He also worked main-
taining at Sky Ranch .

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Richard and Juanita 
Caruso.

Survivors include his wife of 35 years, Susan Caru-
so; children, John Caruso, Melissa Caruso, Christina 
Caruso and Josh Caruso, and sister, Heather Holmes.

LORRAINE NANNY CRUMP 
1915-2018 

MINEOLA-A service of wor-
ship and celebration of the life 
of Lorraine” Nanny” Crump, 
102 of Mineola, was held Sep-
tember 12 at Lloyd James Fu-
neral Home with her grandson, 
Dr. Randal Unsell of Tom Bean 
offi  ciating. Graveside services 
followed at  Rosehill Cemetery  
in Mineola. 

Mrs. Crump died September 
8, 2018 in Mineola. She was born October 20, 1915, 
at home in Bomarton, Texas, the daughter of James 
Henry and Ida Jane Arthur.  

She was preceded in death by her parents; daugh-
ter, Jerry Ann;  siblings, Bertha Arthur, Ada McEl-
wain, Erna McElhannon, Alma Harris, James Arthur, 
Joe Arthur, Harvey Arthur and Woodrow Arthur 
and a grandson. 

She is survived by three children, Gary Keith Lee, Sr., 
Tyler, Donald Wayne Lee, Sr. of Globe, Arizona and 
Michael Crump of The Woodlands; nine grandchil-
dren; 19 great-grandchildren; 18 great-great-grand-
children and many friends and extended family.

ELIZABETH ROBINSON
1940-2018

MINEOLA-A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 12:00 p.m. 
at  for Elizabeth Robinson, 78 
of Mineola scheduled for to-
day (Wednesday) at 12 p.m. at 
Mineola First Assembly of God 
with Rev.  Jerry C. Williams of-
fi ciating.

Mrs. Robinson died Septem-
ber 22, 2018, in Tyler. She was born August 7, 1940, 
in Natchitoches, Louisiana to the late Mike and 
Mable Rains. She was a retired LVN and a member 

of First Assembly of God, Mineola.
She was preceded in death by her parents; hus-

band, Donald Robinson and son, Steven Hughes, Jr. 
Survivors include her daughter, Lisa Lee of Mine-

ola; sisters, Patricia Larson, Mineola, Micky Turner 
of Como Pickton, Lydia Evans of Mineola and Deb-
bie Warren; six grandchildren and fi ve great-grand-
children.

The church is located at 1917 N. U.S. Hwy 69 Min-
eola. 

STEVEN ROWAN
1950-2018

MINEOLA-A memorial ser-
vice for Steven Rowan, 67 of 
Mineola was held September 
22 at Beaty Funeral Home, 
Mineola.

Mr. Rowan died September 
16, 2018, in Mineola. He was 
born October 21, 1950, in Roch-
ester, New York to the late 
Wayne and Margaret Rowan. He was a retired real 
estate agent and developer.

He was survived by his wife, Dorveen Rowan of 
Mineola; brother, Paul Rowan of Victor, New York; 
sisters, Michelle Clor of Gainesville, Virginia, Pat 
Zickefoose of Red Oak, Texas, Nancy Ackerman of 
Mansfi eld, Texas and Roberta Skrip of Rochester, 
New York.

BILLY WAYNE WRIGHT
1954-2018

MINEOLA-A funeral service for Billy Wayne 
Wright, 64 of Mineola was held on September 15 at 
First Baptist Church. 

Mr. Wright died September 9. He was born June 
22, 1954 to the late Robert Wright, Jr. and Deloris 
Wright. He att ended McFarland and later graduat-
ed from Mineola High School in 1972. Shortly after 
graduation he enlisted in the United States Army.

He was a member of Sidney Temple Church of 
God in Christ, entered ministry at   East Chapel 
CME Church, and pastored several churches, in-
cluding Humble Baptist Church, Mineola.

He was preceded in death by his father, Robert 
Wright, Jr., two brothers, Lincoln Wright and Ed-
ward Russell; a grandson and a granddaughter.

Survivors include his mother, Delois Wright; fi ve 
daughters, LaShanda Wright, Anita Thornton, Win-
ter Wright, Misti Blackwell and Lovely Wright; three 
sons, DeVante Wright, Joshua Wright and Caleb 
Wright; eight grandchildren and four great-grand-
children; two sisters, Cora Palmer and JoKathryn 
McCarty; three brothers, Lawrence Wright, Antho-
ny Wright and Virgil Wright, and extended family. 

Kelsey Oakes and Vanessa 
Saucedo work with the “Makey 
Makey” project in their robotics 
lab on Sept. 21 for Fab Friday. 
They divert the electricity to the 
bananas to see how electricity in 
machines work. (Courtesy photo)



September 28th & 29th, 2018

~ Thank You
Sponsors!~

Mineola Community Bank

Wag’n Tails 

City National Bank

Watkins Insurance

Dow Chevrolet

The City of Mineola 

Wood County Industrial 
Commission

Wood County Monitor 

Texas Farm Bureau

Magic Show, Pie Baking Contest, Bean Cook-Off and More!

Weenie Dog Race Shoot Out by the Depot

Exotic Petting Zoo Art & Food Vendors

ALLBUILDINGS.NET 

2905 West US HWY 80  Mineola 

903-638-8504

ASK ABOUT OUR RENT-TO OWN PROGRAMS (ALL CREDIT ACCEPTED)

CALL US
BEFORE YOU BUILD

AND GET OUR 
PRICES!!

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE FOR
A LOT MORE

INFORMATION!

METAL BARNS  & BARNDOMINIUMS  CARPORTS & PAVILIONS
SHOPS & GARAGES  GAZEBOS & GREENHOUSES

 COTTAGES, CABINS & MORE

REPO CABINSREPO CABINS
AVAILABLE !!! 

The newly organized Mineola Middle School Builders’ Club elected officers for the coming year on Sept. 
14. From left are Vice President Shiloh Fowler, Sergeant of Arms McKenzie Morrison, Treasurer Hailley 
Alejo, Secretary Keyla Candelario, President Cameron Bussell, and the club faculty sponsor Michelle Fa-
ble. Builders’ Club is a youth service organization within local schools sponsored by the Mineola Kiwanis 
Club. The club also sponsors a K-Kids at Mineola Elementary School and Key Clubs in Mineola and Alba 
Golden high schools. All have begun new years with the start of the current school year. In much the same 
way that the Kiwanis Club of Mineola provides various service programs, the associated school clubs take 
on service projects and develop leadership and citizenship skills as members. (Courtesy photo).

Jimmy Rushing, right, and longtime friend Jerry Rapp stand inside the new Broadway Barber Shop exhibit 
behind the Mineola Historical Museum. Rushing, who retired earlier this year, donated the contents of his 
barber shop to the museum. The exhibit replicates Rushing’s shop, which he opened in 1961, when he sold 
haircuts for 50 cents. It features an antique Belmont barber chair, old barbering equipment, walls full of 
memorabilia, an antique cash register, an old-time fishing lure collection, a shoe shine station, and many 
other items of historical note. The exhibit was formally opened with a ribbon-cutting and an open house 
at the museum on Saturday, Sept. 22. (Monitor photo by Hank Murphy).

BARBER SHOP EXHIBIT OPEN AT MUSEUM

BUILDERS’ CLUB ELECTS OFFICERS

In appreciation of the dedication and service of first responders, Mineola ISD recognized members of med-
ical, law enforcement, fire departments and other first responders prior to the football game against Big 
Sandy last Thursday night at Meredith Memorial Stadium. (Photo by Gene’s Photography and Etimages/us)
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Mineola Head Football Coach 
LUKE BLACKWELL

Mineola Head Volleyball Coach 
KERRY VAN CLEAVE

I was excited to finish our non district schedule with 
a win last Thursday night.  I thought we got off to a 
slow start and struggled to get things going early, but 
settled in and played much better as the game went 
along.  It was good for us to see a team as athletic as 
Big Sandy because teams in our district will be very 
similar.  This will be a big week for us as we prepare 
to open district at West Rusk.

Started the week with a much needed 
W and ended the week with a L. We 
have to play with an urgency and a 
mindset to “put the ball away” and 
end the rally every chance we get 
from start to finish while we continue 
to control what we can control.  

COACHES CORNER

We offer complete Propane Service along with 
professional grade welding supplies and gases.
W ff l t P S i l ith
TIME FOR A FILL UP?

Mineola/Grand Saline
903-569-3837

Quitman/Winnsboro
903-763-2712

www.GasandSupply.com

GIVE US A
CALL TODAY!

We are proud to have served Texans for over 60 years based on the 
principles of Professionalism, Honesty, Integrity and treating 

others as they would want to be treated!

MINEOLA • (903) 569-5115

h

See BIG BASS, Page 2B

There is nothing like 
East Texas football 
competition.  The fi rst 
quarter of Mineola’s 
26-14 victory over the 
Big Sandy Wildcats last 
Thursday demonstrat-
ed this in spades.  In the 
Yellowjackets’ toughest 
challenge yet, Mineola 
and Big Sandy batt led it 
out in the trenches, with 
epic one-on-one lineman 
clashes.  The quarter 
produced three punts 
for each side, as neither 
team would give an inch.

The impasse was 
breached when Min-
eola produced one of 
their prototypical scor-
ing drives early in the 
second quarter.   After a 
four yard loss and a pro-
cedure penalty, Mineola 
went to their bread and 
butt er to get untracked.  
From their own 29 yard 
line, Quarterback Shaw 
Franklin went for 16 
yards around right end.  
Running Back Trevion 
Sneed then rambled for 
20 yards off  tackle, and 
followed that with a 12 
yard eff ort also off  tack-
le.  Franklin then took 
it around left end for 9 
yards, before racing to 
the end zone on a 24 yard 
scamper.

It was typical 2018 
Jackets’ football:  Frank-
lin around the edge 
and Sneed exploding 
through the B gap.  The 
Yellowjackets had to 
jumpstart their off ense 
and they resorted to the 
Franklin – Sneed combi-
nation to get it done.

The Wildcats did not 
roll over.  They took the 
kickoff  and scored after 
a 9 play 57 yard drive.  

Big Sandy converted 
two third downs on the 
drive and mixed the play 
calling nicely.  The score 
came on the completion 
of a short out route.  The 
Wildcat receiver then cut 
back across the fi eld and 
split the Yellowjackets’ 
secondary for the score.  
An inventive two point 

conversion on a jump 
pass from a running 
back gave Big Sandy an 
8-7 lead with 3:42 left in 
the half.

There was more Mine-
ola medicine on the en-
suing drive. Sneed off  
right tackle for 18 yards, 
Sneed off  left tackle for 6 
yards, Sneed off  left tack-

le for 4 yards, Franklin 
around right end for 23, 
Franklin on a keeper for 
5 yards, and Sneed off  
left tackle for 6 yards and 
a score. The extra point 
made it 14 – 8, and the 
Yellowjackets had the 
lead for the evening.

Big Sandy almost 
scored in the remaining 
55 seconds of the half, 
when speedy Senior 
Wildcat Keenen Craw-
ford took a jet sweep 37 
yards down to the Jack-
ets’ 14 yard line.  Trou-
ble with the snaps, a Big 
Sandy issue throughout 
the night, and a missed 
opportunity on a slant 
patt ern, ended the scor-
ing threat.  Big Sandy 
turned the ball over on 
downs.

The competitive fi rst 
half did not become 
the overwhelming Yel-
lowjacket dominance 
demonstrated against 
Wills Point or Farmers-
ville.  After exchanging 
punts, Mineola opened 
the second half scoring 
when a Wildcat punt 
snap misfi red deep in 
Wildcat territory and re-
sulted in a safety.

Mineola Junior Dalton 
Rodgers recorded his 
second big kick return 
in so many weeks when 
he took the ensuing kick 
and returned it to the Big 
Sandy 23 yard line.  Three 
plays later Franklin hit 
Junior Wylie Franks with 
an 18 yard scoring strike.  
The extra point made 
the score 23-8 late in the 
third period.

Big Sandy answered 
with two big plays in 
their next possession.  A 
30 yard catch and run by 
Wildcat Captain Josiah 
Johnson, and a 29 yard 
scoring run by fellow 
Captain Khameron Pip-
pins closed the contest to 
23 -14 in the fi nal minute 
of the third quarter.

Mineola ground out an 
8 play 46 yard drive re- Charles Blundell, Gilmer, took the Grand Prize honors at the Bob Sea-

ley’s Big Bass Splash over the weekend. He took home a new Triton 
boat, a new dodge Ram truck and $7,000 in cash. (Courtesy photo)

By LARRY TUCKER
sports@woodcountymonitor.com

The Big Bass Splash survived some rough 
weather Saturday and a Gilmer man took home 
the grand prize. Charles Blundell, Gilmer, reeled 
in his 11.15 pound bass on a rainy Saturday morn-
ing during the 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. hour.

Blundell took home 2018 Triton 19TrX powered 
by Mercury, a new Dodge Ram truck and $7,000 
cash. A total of $497,000 in cash and prizes was 
handed out over the three-day tournament.

Taking second place with a catch of 9.72 pounds 
was John Pierstoff , Scott sdale, Arizona, who won 
a 2018 Triton 18TrX powered by Mercury, a Ram 
truck and $2,000 cash. Third place went to Cory 
Reynolds, Midland, who won 1 2018 Triton 18TrX 
powered by Mercury and $1,000 in cash with his 
9.28 pound catch.

Taking home a cash prize of $8,000 was Chance 
Lewis, Longview, with a catch of 9.25 pounds and 
winning the fi fth place prize of $6,000 cash was 
Jimmy Thomas, Ethelsville, AL. whose catch was 
9.17 pounds.

Darrin Longoria, Mineola, was an early bird 
drawing winner and he received a $200 Acade-
my gift card. Heaviest bass under the slot each 
day won $5,000 cash each. Those winners were 
Timothy Weaver, Edgewood, with a catch of 2.76 
pounds, Tim Johnson, Alvord, and Tony Reed, 
Powderly.

Local anglers winning cash during hourly pay-
off s were:  On Friday, Al Jordan , Alba, $500 for 
sixth place; Johnny Trammel, Quitman, $800 for 
third place; Bob Taylor, Yantis, $125 16th place; 
Dan Steele, Winnsboro, $800 for a third place; Da-
kota McBride, Winnsboro, $350 for 11th; and Steve 
Hope, Alba, $125, for 16th.

Saturday various local fi shermen won during 
the hourly payoff s. They were: Rick Rhodes, Quit-
man, $275 for 14th place; Harold Bredman, Yantis, 
$325 for 12th; Jeff  Johnson, Mineola, $800 for third; 
Kent Smith, Quitman, $375 for 10th; Derek Greer, 
Mineola, $700 for fourth;  and James Mason, Min-
eola, $100 for 17th.

Winning cash in the Sunday hourly competi-
tion were: Ricky Campbell, Alba, $500 for sixth 

Gilmer man takes 
Big Bass Splash

Jackets 
defeat
Wildcats

See JACKETS, Page 3B

Trevion Sneed can play some defense too! Sneed is shown here knock-
ing the ball loose from the Big Sandy quarterback. Sneed also rushed 
for 201 yards on 18 carries in the game and he has 587 rushing yards 
on offense this season. 

Led by Wylie Franks (20), Mineola defenders make another stop on a Big Sandy runner in the Yellowjacket 
win Thursday night. (Photos by Gene’s Phtography/Etimages.us)

Mineola’s Shaw Franklin picks some of his 96 rushing yards in Thuraday’s win over big Sandy. Mineola is 
3-0 and opens district play against district favorite and 4-0 West Rusk. 
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John Spanko
General Contractor

• Remodels • All Carpentry
• Doors/Windows 

• Additions
38 Years Experience
Quality Work & Free Estimates

903-569-2618    903-920-5597

CONSTRUCTION

WOOD COUNTY

TED WILSON
CONSTRUCTION
YOUR REMODELING SPECIALIST

Remodels, Add-ons & Repairs
Barns, Garages & Shops

Residential & Commercial

903-850-3570

Your Ad
could be Here
for only $25!

Call Brandi today
903-763-4522!

CONSTRUCTION GYMNASTICS-CHEER

BE A PART OF THE CORKBOARD! CALL BRANDI BOX TODAY AT 903 763-4522!

903-882-1533
2612 S. Main St. | Lindale

KDF
Gymnastics

Flip
this
Fall!

Sponsored by these Mineola businesses:
Lake Country Animal Clinic1124 FM 564(903)569-5418 Kitchens Hardware/Deli119 E. Broad(903)569-2664

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs and cats spayed and neutered.

MINEOLA ANIMAL SHELTER
Volt, a 1- to 2-year-
old male dog, would 
love a home out in 

the country to run and 
play. He gets along 

well with other dogs. 

This 6-month-old 
tabby male cat 

loves attention and 
is litter box trained.

The pre-season is over 
for the football teams in 
District 10-3A DII and 
each one had a bye this 
week before clashing in 
openers Sept. 28.

Weather-related cancel-
lations forced Quitman, 
Alba-Golden and Grand 
Saline to come up a game 
short in the pre-season. 
The overall record for dis-
trict teams stands at 11 – 
10. 

Going into the bye 
week, Alba-Golden and 
Grand Saline stand at 
the top with 2-0 records. 
Alba-Golden defeat-
ed Hawkins 16-15 and 
Honey Grove 20-6 while 
Grand Saline has beaten 
Como-Pickton 29-18 and 
Scurry-Rosser 27-20. 

District favorites Har-
mony and Troup along 
with Winona each stand 
at 2-1. Harmony unload-
ed on New Diana 53-13 
and doubled up Elysian 
Fields 42-21 before falling 
to District 8-3A DI favor-
ite and state-ranked West 
Rusk in a close 28-24 bat-
tle. 

Troup got a signature 
win, defeating Class 2A 
top-ranked Tenaha 42-39 
in the opener, but they 
lost to Carlisle, another 
top-fi ve team, 35-28. The 
Tigers came back to romp 
over the Elkhart Elks 54-
16 on Sept. 14.

Winona has shown 
fl ashes of off ensive and 
defensive talents defeat-
ing Winnsboro 14-8 and 
Eustace 28-14 before los-
ing a 33-24 contest to Ely-
sian Fields. 

The Quitman Bulldogs 
broke that 43-game losing 
streak with a big 30-6 win 
over Cumby in the season 
opener and then fell on 
the road in a game they 
feel they let get away by 
losing at Union Grove 28-

22 in overtime.
Combining for six of the 

district’s 10 losses at 0-3 
apiece are Arp and Frank-
ston. Arp has been de-
feated by West Rusk 45-0, 
Hughes Springs 56-0 and 
Jeff erson 56-0. Frankston 
fell to West Sabine 61-8 
while showing improve-
ment in losses to Elkhart 
19-7 and Ore City 21-6.

As all teams begin dis-
trict play Sept. 28. Quit-
man will open the season 
on a quest to halt a 25-
game district losing streak 
when they travel to Arp 
to take on the 0-3 Tigers. 
The Bulldogs have shown 
they can move the ball 
on the ground and have 
a solid defense in their 
goal to become a playoff  
team. Josh Medlin had 
161 yards on the ground 
at Cumby and picked 
up 72 more at Union 
Grove. Fleet-footed Trey 
Berry ran for 186 yards 
and three touchdowns 
against Union Grove af-
ter rushing for 76 yards at 
Cumby.

After giving up over 50 
points a game last year, 
the Bulldog defense has 
made great strides behind 
the play of David Tarno, 
Hunter Gilbreath, Gavin 
Derryberry, Alex Wilson, 
Riley Flanagan and River 
Chaney.

“We really felt like we 
let one get away from us 
at Union Grove. We are 
looking forward to going 
to Arp and coming home 
with a district win Fri-
day night,” Head Coach 
Bryan Oakes noted. “Our 
kids keep working hard 
and they are hungry to 
win.”

Alba-Golden gets the 
honor of opening at dis-
trict favorite and state-
ranked Harmony. The 
Panthers have shown 
great promise with a 
rock-solid defense and 
an off ense balanced in 
the running and passing 
games behind quarter-
back Zane Smith. He also 
has a pick six on defense 
and several long returns 
on special teams. 

The Panthers are also 
led on defense by Tom 
Mitchell and Boedie Bak-
er, who also is a rugged 
running back. The Pan-
thers will batt le Harmony 
in a game which will be 
closer than many predict. 
“We are gett ing bett er 
off ensively each game, 
and I am really proud of 
the way our defense has 
come together,” Panther 
Head Coach Derek Smith 
said. “We feel good about 
our chances to be a play-
off  team.”

In other district con-
test Friday, Winona is fa-
vored over Frankston at 
home while Grand Saline 
is ready for a home fi eld 
batt le with Troup. 

-BY LARRY TUCKER

District 10-3A DII 
takes week off

place; William Cruff , 
Yantis, $325 for 12th; Jack 
Bowen, Jr., Alba, $275 for 
14th; Casey Walls, Mine-
ola, $300 for 13th; Johnny 
Trammel, Quitman, $425 
for eighth; and Jeff  John-
son, Mineola, $375 for 
10th.

In Litt le Anglers com-
petition, Kaleb Wood-
ard, Holly Lake Ranch, 
was second in bass on 
Friday, third on Satur-
day and second again on 
Sunday.  Hunter How-
ard, Alba, took third 
in perch Saturday and 
Sunday. Cash Harrison, 
Quitman, took fi rst place 
in the catfi sh division 
with a 2.51 pound catch.

There was a total of 894 
fi sh weighing 1,836.81 
pounds caught during 
the three day event. 

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels - Ph.: (903) 497-1162
Email: Mscc3073@att.net

Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Drive thruFREE delivery
125 E. Broad St.- Mineola  903-569-3882

BBQ Pork Rib Patty, Baked Beans, 
Apple and Raisin Compote, Hamburger Bun, Milk
Friday, Sept. 28 -      

To Be AnnouncedTuesday, Oct. 2 - 

Beef Tips with Gravy,
Parslied Rice, Green Beans, Wheat Bread,
Strawberry Glazed Fruit, Milk

Thursday, Sept. 27 -    

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

To Be AnnouncedMonday, Oct. 1 - 

To Be AnnouncedWednesday, Oct. 3 - 

Mineola’s Audrey Dowdle goes up for a kill at Rains in a district game last Friday. LEFT: 
Lady ‘Jacket Sabria Dean serves against Rains last Friday. BELOW: Cyndi Butler, Sabria 
Dean and Valerie Garcia get ready to receive in Friday’s match at Rains. (Monitor photos)



sulting in a Gustavo San-
chez fi eld goal to end the 
night’s scoring.  Despite 
having a fi rst and goal at 
the Wildcats 8 yard line, 
a fumble and two stops 
of no gain kept Mineola 
out of the end zone.

It was on this drive that 
the seminal moment of 
the game occurred.  Des-
perately needing to put 
this game away, Mineola 
was facing a second and 
18 from the Wildcats’ 35 
yard line.  Sneed took 
the ba ll off  left tackle, 
shedded the two ini-
tial tacklers, and carried 
several more defenders 
downfi eld refusing to be 
tackled.  It was a demon-
stration of sheer power 
and will.   Although he 
did not fi nd the end zone 
on this drive, Sneed’s ef-
fort represented the will 
to win, which Mineola 
sought the whole night. 
The home crowd en-
joyed the 68 yard eff ort 
which Sneed produced 
in the game’s fi nal series, 
but it was that 17 yard 
grinding run which de-
fi ned the evening.

Big Sandy att empted 
a late rally but fell short 
when the drive self-de-
structed at mid-fi eld.  
Mineola took the punt, 
and after Sneed’s long 
run, ran out the clock.

The match-up against 
Big Sandy provided 
Mineola a challenge of 
several speedy skill play-
ers and sizeable defen-
sive players with which 

to contend.   They met 
the challenge, and will 
learn a great deal from 
this win.  Of note, the 
mental focus had sig-
nifi cantly improved in a 
week’s time. The Yellow-
jackets were fl agged six 
times with no personal 
fouls.  Often overlooked, 
Gustavo Sanchez is now 
11 of 13 on extra point 

att empts and added a 
successful fi rst fi eld goal 
att empt of the year.

The hard-nosed nature 
of this game was just 
what the Yellowjackets 
needed before open-
ing district play at West 
Rusk next week.  They 
will need that experi-
ence when they kick-off  
against the Raiders.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  Texarkana slogan:
      “Twice as ____”
  5  San Antonio
      based insurance
      giant
  6  former Fort Worth
      mayor Willard
  7  TXism: “he’s __
      ornery old cuss”
  8  TX George W.
      Bush lived on
      Pennsylvania ___
  9  in Jackson
      County off 
      U.S. 59  
15  TXism: “____ like 
      a stuck pig”
16  TXism: “so dark

      your nose with
      ____  _____”
19  “Texas, our Texas,
      ___  ____ the
      mighty state . . .”    
21  Abilene’s Ty who
      was in sequel to       
      “Mighty Ducks”
22  ex-Spurs owner
      B.J. “Red” 
27  ____ tea
28  a Canyon in TX’s
      Big Bend area
29  ex-Cowboy Pat
      who wrote “On
      Any Given
      Sunday”
30  a Yankee who
      sold barbed wire
      in TX
32  this univ. played
      in 1996 Cotton
      Bowl
33  X-mas letter to
      Santa (2 wds.)
36  TX Jordan 
      Spieth’s driving
      peg (2 wds.)  
37  state job agcy.

  1  TX Dell was ___
      Oliver on CBS’s
      “Evening Shade”
  2  TX King Vidor’s “A
      Tree __  _ Tree”
  3  Columbus ship type
  4  TXism for achieved
      (3 wds.)

38  “___  ___, Inc.”
      owns “Old Navy”
39  TX Robby Benson’s
      “__  ____ of Richie”
41  Corpus Christi:
      “Sparkling City by
      the ___”
42  TX Fawcett was
      this Jill on 
      “Charlie’s Angels”
45  Houston’s ZZ Top, e.g.

46  ex-Astro Drabek
      (init.)
47  TXism: “Panhandle 
      ____” (dust storm)
48  Texas Tea
49  San Antonio Zoo

      breed the _____
      milk snake
52  “___  ___ order”
53  boy
54  TXism: “been
      hung out to ___”
55  TX DL, e.g.

  8  bib over___
  9  TX Bill Moyers won
      this in 1992 (3 wds.)
10  TXism: “try your
      hand __ it”
11  Dallas sportscaster
      Hitzges (init.)
12  TXism: “hot 
      enough to sunburn
      _  ______  ___”
13  dog: Great ____
14  wallet stuffers
15  Mountain in Llano
      County  
16  TXism: “esta ____”
      (good)
17  TX Sly Stone’s
      “_____  __  the
      Music”
18  poor sitting posture
20  TXism: “does _
      ___ have a climbing 
      gear?” (yes)

22  TX grocer:  _  _ 
      “Buddy” Minyard
23  Charley & Guy are
      __-editors of the
      Texas Crossword
24  TXism: “mad as a  
      red-eyed ___”
25  leaves out
26  ______ potatoes
      and gravy
28  “F” in NAFTA
31  Lake _’ ___ Pines
34  this Gray was Sue
      Ellen on CBS’s
      “Dallas” (init.)

35  TX Lyle Lovett’s  
      “Here _  __”
37  TXism: “got the
      ___ waggin’ the
      dog”
40  a pen name of
      TX Sandra Brown: 
       ____ St. Claire
43  TXism: “fought
      tooth and ____”
44  Italian artist who  
      painted mural in  
      Castro County’s 
      The Prayer Chape
50  TXism: “painted
      ____” (prostitute)
51  TX Willie Nelson
      wrote and sang
      “__ the Road
      Again”
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Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)
903-569-5115

www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%

FIRST PLACE   WITH A 
SCORE OF 58  (-13): Kev-
in Valentine, Mike Wester, 
Cennell Hayes, Loyd Valen-
tine

(tie) SECOND PLACE 
WITH A SCORE OF 57 
(-12):     Jimmy Baughman, 
Donnie Drake, Loy Frazier, 

Bob Hardin
(tie) SECOND PLACE 

WITH A SCORE OF 56  
(-12):             Bill Lochow, 
Carl Hopper, Rod Waggon-
er, Jerry Keosoff

Closest to the pin: #5 
Robert Linker, #9  Loyd Val-
entine, #18  Robert Carlson

$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS
Be Your Own Boss, Choose Your Own Routes!
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all

over the country, starting in Laredo, TX.
Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, cleanMVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

The Outlaw phenomenon produced powerful music and everlasting 
bonds between Nashville and Texas. Willie and Waylon, Bobby Bare, 
and Kris Kristofferson demanded and got greater creative freedom 

and the movement was real—not just a marketing term, but a creative 
flowering, a confluence of art and revelry, whiskey and poetry. 

 

EXPERIENCE THE EXHIBIT
ALBUM & BOOK AVAILABLE NOW

THE ARMADILLOS 
HAVE EMERGED IN NASHVILLE

OUTLAWS & ARMADILLOS:
COUNTRY’S ROARING ’70S

Open Wednesday - Saturday 
Wed, Fri, Sat 11-6; Thurs 11-8 

972-552-2400 

Forney Historic Preservation League Presents

FREE
Admission! Find us on Facebook

Spellman Museum of Forney History 

Mineola Country Club

SENIOR GOLF REPORT

Jackets
From page 1B

By LARRY TUCKER
sports@woodcountymonitor.com

Quitman hosted its fi rst 
ever cross country meet 
last Thursday with 13 
teams on board for boys 
and girls varsity and ju-
nior varsity runs.

Wills Point took fi rst 
place in boy’s varsity 
competition followed by 
Bland, Bishop Gorman, 
Rains and Quitman . The 
top fi ve were followed 
in order by Edgewood, 
North Hopkins, Paul 
Pewitt , New Diana, Co-
mo-Pickton and Brook 
Hill.

The girl’s varsity found 
Quitman in sixth place 
behind Bishop Gorman, 
Edgewood, Wills Point, 
Rains and Como-Pick-
ton. Following Quitman 
were Mt. Vernon, Bland 
and Paul Pewitt . For 
Quitman, Joanna Santi-
ago was the top fi nisher 
in 20th place with a time 
of 15:16.61 followed by 
teammates Lizzy Her-
ring 26th with a time of 
15:48.34 and 27th Crystal 
Plata at 15:50.51. Citlaly 
Flores ran a 16:49.50 and 
Hannah Smith came in at 
17:00.75.

Yantis varsity girls did 
not have a team entered 
but last year’s state fi -
nalist Maddie Hooker 
placed second with a fi ne 

Quitman CC event successful
And they are off! There were 13 cross country teams at the Frist Annual Quitman cross country meet last Thursday. (Monitor photos by Larry Tucker)

Dalton Brandon cools off after his 10th place finish at the Quitman 
Cross Country Meet last Thursday.

time of 13:29.07 while her 
sister Maggie placed 11th 
at 14:36.98.

In JV boys competi-
tion Quitman took third 
place and Yantis fi fth 
place. Running for Quit-
man and placing third 
was Brandon Jiminez 
with teammate Christian 
Decoske placing ninth. 
Also running for the 
Bulldog JV were Cody 
Hawley, Marco Gonzalez 
and Parker Simpkins. 

Running for the Yantis 
JV were Carlos Lopez, 
Montana Ogle, David 
Johnson, Landon Marler 
and Dakota Hartog. 

Quitman boy’s Head 
Coach Jim Reid was 
pleased with the out-
come. “It was our fi rst 
cross country meet to be 
the host and it went well. 
None of it could have 
been done without all 
the help from the people 
at the school and from 
the community,” Reid 
observed. “Everyone 
pitched in to make it a 
great day. Both our boy’s 
and girl’s teams compet-
ed really well. We had 13 
teams show up we are 
looking forward to grow-
ing the meet making it 
bigger and bett er every 
single year.”

In the boy’s varsity 
Quitman placed fi fth out 
of 11 teams. Quitman’s 

Dalton Brandon medaled 
placing 10th with a time 
of 19:17.57. Brandon was 
a region competitor last 
year and has high hopes 
of returning there with 
his eye on the state meet. 
Teammates Riley Flana-
gan came in 17th with a 
time of 19:56.42 followed 

closely by Ben Burroughs 
with a 20:03.31. Aiden 
Corrior sprinted past an 
Edgewood runner the 
fi nal 40 yards posting a 
20.21.91 time and 25th 
place. Matt hew Smith 
ran a 22:38.51 and Jace 
Reid added a time of 
25:15.86.

The Quitman teams are 
preparing for the Oct. 6 
district meet which will 
be held at Mineola Na-
ture Preserve.



BUILDING MATERIALS 
401 S. Pacific • Mineola • 903-569-5423

The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

For all your insurance needs 

Dunahoe Insurance 
Agency

617 N. Broad • 903-569-6912

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Keepit Mini Storage 
Hwy. 69N (Next to KMOO) 

903-569-0400 
Keypad Entry - 5’x10’ to 10’x30’ 

Locally Owned  
Climate Control Units Available  

lOXlO & 10X20

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621

Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION
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Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Craig Kearby

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873

Interim Pastor Dr. Lynn Eckeberger.
Freedom Baptist Church

155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555

Pastor  Al Dusek
Hainesville Baptist Church

3368 FM 49, Mineola
903 569-3212

 Pastor Terry Davis
Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Riley Pate
New Hope Baptist Church

3855 FM 1801, Mineola
 (903) 569-3760

Pastor Fred Morrow
Northside Baptist Church

1718 N. Pacific, Mineola
903-569-3872

Steve Prestridge, Pastor
Rose Hill Baptist Church

1420 CR 2460, Mineola 
(903) 569-5746

Pastor Jeff Thompson
Sand Springs Baptist Church

3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola
(903) 569-9350

Pastor Nick Kerry
Silver Lake Baptist Church

150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola
(903) 569-2433

Pastor Mike Sullivan
St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church

304 S. Stone St., Mineola
(903) 569-8722

Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

Pastor Tony Rosas 

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Earl Kernes
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton

Faith Baptist Church
405 S Hart Street, Quitman

903-492-3535
Pastor Mike Midkiff

First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Wayne Crabb

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 (903) 473-9523
Alba, Tx 75410 Fax: 903-474-9045 
Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org

email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799 Open 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT
BUILDING
MATERIALS

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES SHEET 

METAL - DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Blessed are the
meek, for they

will inherit the land.
Matthew 5:5

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Blessed are those who 
fear the Lord 

Psalm 128

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Jesus summoned the Twelve and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick. He said to them, “Take nothing for the journey, neither walking stick, nor sack, nor food, nor money, and let no one take a second tunic. Whatever 
house you enter, stay there and leave from there. And as for those who do not welcome you, when you leave that town, shake the dust from your feet in testimony 
against them.” Then they set out and went from village to village proclaiming the Good News and curing diseases everywhere.

Luke 9:1-6
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WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
September 23, 2018

ACREAGE
Not for the tenderfoot. Rugged Hill Country hunt-
ing property, unbelievable views, southwest of 
Rocksprings. 91.62 acres w/end of road privacy and 
heavy cover. Whitetail, free ranging exotics, hogs.  
$1750/acre, fixed rate 30-year owner financing, 5% 
down. 800-876-9720, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com.

ATTRACTIONS
Spellman Museum of Forney History showcases 
exhibits and artifacts from Kaufman County in historic 
downtown Forney. Open Wednesday through Saturday 
with free admission! Located at 200 S. Bois d’Arc, 
Spellmanmuseum.com, 972-552-2400.

Outlaws and Armadillos – Country’s Roaring ‘70s. 
Experience the exhibit at the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum, Nashville, TN. Album and book 
also available. The exhibit explores the Outlaw phe-
nomenon that produced powerful music and everlasting 
bonds between Nashville and Texas. 615-416-2001, 
countrymusichalloffame.org.

CAREER TRAINING
Airline Mechanic Training - Get FAA certification. 
Approved for military benefits. Financial aid if quali-
fied. Job placement assistance. Call Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance, 800-475-4102.

EVENTS
Mount Vernon – Country Fest, Sat. Oct. 13, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Downtown Mount Vernon, Texas. Vendor 
booths, antique car show, entertainment, escape room, 
children’s games, pancake breakfast, stew cook-off. 
Find Mount Vernon Key Club on Facebook.

WANTED
FREON R12 WANTED: Certified buyer will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases of cans. 312-291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.com.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
PRIVATE MONEY REAL ESTATE LOANS. 6.25% 
Rate, 5% Down, 95% LTV. Fix & Flip, Construction, 
Rental, Residential, Multi-Family, Commercial, No 
Credit/Financials, Asset-Based, Cashout, Bridge, 
Fast-Close Contact Now! 214-306-6880 Loans@
CapitalCompete.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

REAL ESTATE
Intracoastal Waterway Liquidation! Prestigious 
Marina Community with Resort Amenities. Was 
$284,880. Being sacrificed for $39,885. Watch video 
www.TXboatlife.com. 866-395-5472. Waterfront 
Marketing, LLC/Broker. 

SAWMILLS
Sawmills from only $4,397.00 – Make & Save 
Money with your own bandmill – Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock, ready to ship! Free info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com. 800-567-0404, 
Ext.300N.

TRUCK DRIVERS
$1,000 Sign on Bonus! Be Your Own Boss! Choose 
Your Own Routes! Quality Drive-Away is looking for 
CDL Drivers to deliver new trucks all over the country, 
starting in Laredo, TX. www.qualitydriveaway.com, 
574-642-2023.

WINERY FOR SALE
Profitable Operating Winery for sale. 30± 
Acres – Only Winery in Kerrville, TX. Sold with 
Equipment – Inventory for Sale. 800-485-8214, 
www.TXWinery.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
283 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

HUGE
CLEARANCE AUCTION

10 a.m. October 6th

2646 TX 154 Quitman
(5 miles out of Quitman towards Sulphur Springs)

Clearing out a lot of: Furniture, Antiques, 
Glassware, Cast Iron, Christmas Items, 

Collectibles and much more.

Welcome dealers and collectors!
Gates open at 8:30 for viewing

and concession will be available.

For information contact
Brian Neighbors

903-850-3134
Auctioneer: Kyle King TX License #17942

MINEOLA POLICE DEPARTMENT

The Mineola Police Department is accepting applications for a full-
time position of Animal Control Officer.  Applicants must be able to 
successfully complete a thorough background investigation, physical 
exam and drug screen. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age 
and possess a high school diploma or G.E.D and have a valid driver’s 
license.  Applications can be obtained from Mineola City Hall, 300 
Greenville Highway.  Applications will be accepted until the position 
is filled.  The City of Mineola is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

PUBLIC NOTICES
City of Mineola

Full and complete copies of these ordinances can be obtained from 
the Office of the City Secretary, 300 Greenville Ave., Mineola, Tx.  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 44-76 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MINEOLA, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR 
RATES TO BE CHARGED FOR SERVICES FURNISHED BY THE SEWER 
SYSTEM OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE CITY OF MINEOLA, TEXAS.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 44-29 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MINEOLA, TEXAS, PROVIDING 
FOR RATES TO BE CHARGED FOR SERVICES FURNISHED BY THE 
WATERWORKS OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE CITY OF MINEOLA, 
TEXAS.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 44 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MINEOLA, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR 
RATES TO BE CHARGED FOR FIXED MINIMUM MONTHLY BASIC 
OR DEMAND FEE FOR MULTI-FAMILY APARTMENT COMPLEXES 
AND OTHER MULTI-INHABITED INSTITUTIONAL FACILITIES AND, 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SOLID WASTE FEES SECTION 34-22 OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MINEOLA, TEXAS,

FLORA MASONIC  
LODGE

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
Master: Derek Spitzer

Buy  lot 50x100’ near 
Lake Fork, RV ready,  

$1500 down and 
monthly payments 

under $200.
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

F/T CNA All Shifts 
F/T Charge Nurse LVN/RN

 F/T Medication Aide • F/T Dietary Staff
Contact Candy Janes HR

Contact Clark Spencer Adm.

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803 

Grand Saline TX 75140
EEOC/M/F/D/V

Divide & Conquer Estate Sale 
for Robert Frank “Bob” Faulkner

 Thurs., Sept. 27 ~ 7:00 - 5:30
Fri., Sept. 28 ~ 8:00 - 5:30 • Sat., Sept. 29 ~ 8:00 - 2:00

3800 Fry ~ Tyler TX, 75701

The 4226 sq. ft. home of long time Tylerite and philanthropist Bob Faulkner has sold; it was 
listed with Jonathan Wolf of Re/Max. Contents must go: leather top desk; din. table & 6 chairs; 
formal settee; sterl.and silv. plate items; set of Duhme sterl. dinnerware; crystal; antiq. mantel 
clock; Royal Worcester china; Herend toast rack; Belleek; Brass Lion log claw grabber; coffee 

fur cape; holiday selections; abundance of Snow Villages; Radko Santa; vintg. clothing; man-

old pipes; old knives; king hdbd; twin beds; chest; end tables; patio furn.; quilts; table linens; 
vanity & stool; coin & stamp collections; Russel Wright dishes; Corning ware; cups & saucers; 
stoneware teapots; cookbooks; vintage toys; doll furn.; old doll; rock. horse; vint. camera; fold. 

electronics; 33 & 45 records; tapes; CD’s; airplane simulator; many tools; radial arm saw; scroll 
saw; stereoviews; soooooo much more. 

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

DOZER WORK
Land Clearing, Ponds,

Driveways, House Pads, etc.
Call for free estimate.
903-474-3640

Temporary help needed for Men and women to help 
setup and serve on catering events, some heavy lifting 

may be required but mostly serving and setting up along 
with clean up. Jobs will be  as needed pays $9.00/hr. 
Apply in person at 619 S. Main Street, Quitman.

Equal Opportunity Employer Disability/Veteran | DrugFree Workplace

Licensed Vocational Nurse 
(LVN) - $2,000 Sign-On Bonus!

 - $1,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
Senior Living Properties is seeking  

leaders that will enrich the lives of our  
residents, families and employees  through 

extraordinary experiences… because 
everyone deserves a great life! We offer 

multiple shifts and a wide array of benefits,  
paid time off and paid holidays! 

For more information, please contact:
Lindale Healthcare Center

215 Margaret St., Lindale, TX 75771
e: don.lindale@seniorlivingproperties.com

Respond In Person 

Miscellaneous

Garage Sales

Estate Sale
Sept. 27 through 29
402 Elaine Drive in Quitman
Furniture, tools, household items 
and more

For Sale

3 POINT HOOK-UP, shredder, 
tiller, 5ft. disk. $200 each, call 
903-497-7832.

For Sale
Lawn-boy mower $50
Leaf sweeper $100
3437 Co. Rd 2330

Public Notice

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CITY OF ALBA
TEXAS COMMUNITY DE-
VELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
PROGRAM
The City of Alba will hold a 
public hearing at 5:05 p.m. on 
October 1, 2018, at the Alba 
City Hall, 145 Broadway Street, 
regarding the submission of an 
application to the Texas Depart-
ment of Agriculture for a Texas 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program (TxCDBG) grant. 
The purpose of this meeting is 
to allow citizens an opportunity 
to discuss the citizen participa-
tion plan, the development of 
local housing and community 
development needs, the amount 
of TxCDBG funding available, all 
eligible TxCDBG activities, and 
the use of past TxDCBG funds. 
The City encourages citizens to 
participate in the development of 
this TxCDBG application and to 
make their views known at this 
public hearing. Citizens unable 
to attend this meeting may sub-
mit their views and proposals to 
Preston Hass, Mayor, at the City 
Hall. Persons with disabilities 
that wish to attend this meeting 
should contact the City Hall to 
arrange for assistance. Individu-
als who require auxiliary aids or 
services for this meeting should 
contact the City Hall at least two 
days before the meeting so that 
appropriate arrangements can 
be made. Para más información 
en español, comuníquese con 
Lindy McCarty al 903-765-2396

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing has been set for 
revision on the plat of Holly Lake 
Ranch Subdivision.
The revision includes lots 189 
and 190, Section 9, within Holly 
Lake Ranch Subdivision.
The public hearing is set for 
Friday, October 19, 2018, at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commission-
ers Courtroom. All persons 
interested in revision to this plat 
may appear at the public hear-
ing with opposition should they 
so desire.
Bryan Jeanes
Wood County Judge

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Elveta Irene 
Nathanson, Deceased, were 
issued on September 12, 2018 
under Docket Number 13,348, 
pending in the County Court of 
Wood County, Texas, to Glen 
Eugene Hobgood.
Claims may be presented in 
care of the attorney for the Es-
tate addressed as follows:
Glen Eugene Hobgood, Inde-
pendent Executor
Estate of Elveta Irene Nathan-
son, Deceased
c/o Ben J. Kerr, III
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 1029
Quitman, Texas 75783
All persons having claims 
against the Estate which is cur-
rently being administered, are 
required to present them within 
the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. 
DATED the 17th day of Septem-
ber, 2018.
Respectfully submitted, 
Brown, Kerr, & King
By: Ben J. Kerr, III

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a 
public hearing has been set for 
revision on the plat of Holly Lake 
Ranch Subdivision.
The revision includes lots 304 
and 305, Section 8, within Holly 
Lake Ranch Subdivision.
The public hearing is set for 
Friday, October 19, 2018, at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commission-
ers Courtroom. All persons 
interested in revision to this plat 
may appear at the public hear-

ing with opposition should they 
so desire.
Bryan Jeanes
Wood County Judge

CITATION BY PUBLCIATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF WOOD
TO: ALL THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND OTHER PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE 
OF JAMES DOUGLAS MOL-
NARI, SR, DECEASED, Cause 
No. 13,364, in County Court in 
and for Wood County, Texas
Christopher Wayne Molnari, ap-
plicant in the above numbered 
and entitled case, fi led on the 
12th day of September, 2018, an 
APPLICATION FOR LETTERS 
OF ADMINITRATION and an 
APPLICATION TO DETERMINE 
HEIRSHIP was fi led of the said 
estate and requests the said 
Court determine who are the 
heirs and only heirs of Decedent 
and their respective shares and 
interests in the Estate and that a 
necessity exists for an Adminis-
tration of Decedent’s Estate and 
that Letters of Administration be 
issued to Christopher Wayne 
Molnari.
Said application will be heard at 
10:00 a.m. on the fi rst Monday 
next after the expiration of 
then (10) days from the date of 
publication of this citation, at the 
County Court in and for Wood 
County, Texas, Courthouse, One 
Main Street, Quitman, Texas 
75783, Wood County, Texas.
All persons interested in said es-

tate are hereby cited to appear 
before said Honorable Court at, 
said above mentioned time and 
place by fi ling, a written answer 
contesting such application 
should they desire to do so. 
If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after the date of 
its issuance, it shall be returned 
unserved.
GIVEN UNDER MY  HAND 
AND SEAL OF SAID COURT 
at offi ce in Quitman, Texas, 
this the 19th day of September, 
2018.
KELLEY PRICE, County Clerk
Wood County, Texas
By: Dachelle Haggerty, Deputy 

Application has been 
made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a BQ-
Wine and Beer Retail-
er’s Off Premise Permit 
by Khaled Hassan DBA 
1st Stop, to be located 
at 680 W. Broad Street 
Mineola, Wood County, 
Texas. Owner is Khaled 
Hassan.

Real Estate

Mobile Home for Rent

3 Bedroom, 2 bath, Double 
Wide Home for Rent. No Pets 
allowed. 903-850-3570

List it!
 903.569.2442
903.763.4522
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COACHES CORNER
Quitman Head Football Coach

Bryan Oakes

Quitman Head Volleyball Coach
Ashlee Lingo 

We took a tough loss Friday, but we 
believe that L stands for learning not 
loss. We will continue to work and grow 
together to achieve our goals. We had 
a huge crowd on Friday and really 
appreciate it.

“The preseason is in the books and 
our guys are excited about starting 
district play. We look forward to 
matching up with the Arp Tigers 
and showcasing what we have put 
together.”

602 E. Goode St.
Quitman

903-763-2931

Open Mon.-Fri.
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Football season is well into the 
season and homecoming queens, se-
nior night and band sweethearts are 
on the horizon. With those things in 
mind, my thoughts wander to clas-
sic rivalries between schools in their 
competitions. Mineola and Quitman 

have always been rivals on the sports fi eld. For the 
next two years, there will be no Mineola vs. Quitman 
football game. I have also watched some prett y good 
grudge matches in football and other sports between 
Quitman and Grand Saline; Mineola and Winnsboro 
along with some classic Quitman vs. Hawkins batt les 
in the 1980s. 

I grew up in Dallas, the Pleasant Grove community 
in fact. I went to Samuell High School and our rivals 
were the Bryan Adams Cougars and Spruce Apaches 
(now the Timberwolves). It seems like we were the ri-
vals for a lot of other schools because of our Grove Rat 
pedigree. The Grove Rats were a legendary neighbor-
hood gang which grew into an urban legend still talked 
about today.

People just love to beat those people from “The 
Grove.” We grew up proud of that Grove Rat tag and 
wore it as a badge of honor although most of us had not 
a clue about the original “Rats.”

Growing up in Dallas and watching the Cowboys, 
the fi rst real hated rival was the Green Bay Packers of 
the Ice bowl era. After that, it became the Washington 
Redskins and Philadelphia Eagles. In the college ranks 
it’s hard to beat Texas and Oklahoma especially since 
the Longhorns and Aggies don’t compete in football 
anymore.

I grew up going to Nathaniel Hawthorne and was 
proud to wear the black and gold of the Hornets. Our 
big rival was the Ireland Wolves.  From there, I went 
to Fred F. Florence where I became a Gladiator and 
we had some small wars in football, basketball and 
baseball against the pesky Hood Rebels. Those events 
were important to me because my family had moved 
and nearly all my friends went to Hood. It was strange 
going against my old teammates and tough because 
they usually won. I was fortunate that my best friend 
Michael Don Smith had moved and went with me to 
Florence. 

In high school, the big rival became Bryan Adams 
(B.A.), although Spruce High School was in the Grove 
and was becoming a bitt er opponent. At Samuell, we 
had the “Big” Dairy Queen (on Buckner), the “Litt le” 
DQ (at Prairie Creek and Bruton) and the Pizza Inn on 
Buckner to hang out, congregate and listen to Otis Red-
ding on the juke box. Spruce had Griff ’s Burgers and 
we rarely went to their territory. Off  the fi eld, we some-
times “ran into” the Bryan Adams folks at the Buckner 
Drive-In on Saturday nights or White Rock Lake while 
cruising on Sunday afternoons. 

It was always a lot of fun if you got the opportunity to 
date a young lady from a rival school. I dated a Spruce 
girl my sophomore year and a B.A. young lady my ju-
nior year. My senior year, I found the new sophomore 
group of Samuell/Grove girls to be very enticing so I 
stayed closer to home.

If you talk to folks around Mineola and Quitman, 
someone always has a good story about when they beat 
the other.

My Tucker grandparents, George and Artie, lived 
just outside of Mineola near Youth Foundation Park 
on Martin Bridge road while my Stedry clan (Fred and 
Mary) had a farm seven miles from Mineola and seven 
miles from Quitman on that same road. 

When my Dad was in high school the Tucker family 
lived one of the many farms they would work. My dad, 
Clent, and my Uncle Glenn were “recruited” by Mine-
ola for football and Quitman for basketball. The Tuck-
er brothers chose Quitman when they were furnished 
with an old Model T for transportation.

I saw the rivalry over the years through my cousins, 
the Tucker kids (Bett y, Joyce, Sandra, Bobby and Anita) 
and the Blackmon girls (Linda, Brenda and Lainey). Af-
ter I moved to the area in 1981 I got involved with my 
Dad coaching my son’s summer baseball teams. It was 
there, I saw the Mineola-Quitman rivalry close up.

In those summers, many times we would with teams 
from Mineola and Grand Saline for baseball . In those 
days I discovered folks that became good friends over 
the years like Bobby Dan Speights, Bob and Donna 
Curtis, Kenneth and Dolores Slaton, James and Sarah 
Dowdle, George and Brenda Melvin, David and Jean-
nett e Castleberry, and from Grand Saline Joyce and 
Larry Hathcock. 

Through those many summers and long nights at the 
ball parks and the playoff  runs, I sure made some good 
friends I will always cherish, even if they are from Min-
eola and Grand Saline.

Tucker’s Turf
By Larry Tucker

LARRY TUCKER

Rivalries

On Tuesday, the Quit-
man Lady Bulldogs 
moved their District 12-
3A record to 4-0 and the 
season record to 18-10 
defeating Wood County 
rival Alba-Golden 26-24, 
25-17, 25-20 at Delbert 
Ballard Memorial gymna-
sium. 

A large crowd wit-
nessed the two rivals play 
with hustle and intensity.

The Lady Panthers led 
early by as much as 7-3, 
but a Maddi Whitehurst 
kill tied contest at 11-11 
and an ace serve by Lind-
sey Hornaday gave Quit-
man their fi rst lead at 12-
11 in the opening set.

The rest of the set found 
neither team gaining more 
than a two point advan-
tage until the fi nal tally of 
26-24 with Quitman lead-
ing. The Lady Panthers 

had come back to take a 
24-23 lead, but Quitman 
tied it up at 24-24 when 
outside hitt er Madalyn 
Spears sent a scorching 
kill down the left sideline 
to give the Lady Bulldogs 
a 25-24 advantage. On the 
next play, the Lady Pan-
thers were unable to get 
a Quitman shot back over 
the net and the lady Bull-
dogs had the close 26-24 
win. 

In game two, Quit-
man took and early 5-4 
lead which they would 
not give up the rest of 
the way. Quitman fresh-
man Ava Burroughs had 
three solid kills and sett er 
Shelby Hayes had a nice 
tip over Alba-Golden’s 
middle blockers to give 
Quitman an 18-12 lead. 
Back to back kills by Jentri 
Jackson put the Quitman 

lead at 23-17 and a per-
fectly placed tip by Julia 
Simpkins gave Quitman 
a 25-17 second game win. 
Quitman roared back in 
the third game for a 25-20 
win.

In the Alba-Golden win 
Spears had 18 digs, 14 
kills, one ace while Jack-
son added eight digs, 
seven kills, two aces, one 
block; Hayes six digs, two 
kills, 27 assists; White-
hurst one dig, fi ve kills, 
one ace; and Hornaday 9 
digs, 3 aces.

In a batt le of unbeat-
ens Friday, Quitman fell 
to Edgewood 21-25, 25-
22, 18-25, 15-25. The loss 
drops Quitman to 4-1 
while Edgewood goes to 
5-0. After losing the fi rst 
game, Quitman fought 
back with a great eff ort 
in the second game of the 
match. Quitman’s biggest 
lead in game two was 13-

7, but Edgewood fought 
back to take a 20-18 lead. 
Good play at the net 
by middle blocker Bur-
roughs brought Quitman 
back to a 21-20 lead. A kill 
by Jackson made it 23-21 
and Quitman fi nished it 
off  winning 25-23. 

Edgewood came back 
in the fi nal two sets of the 
match to win 25-18 and 
25-15 behind strong play 
from their outside hitt ers 
and good defense.

Alba-Golden is at home 
twice this week. After a 
Tuesday game against 
Grand Saline the Lady 
Panthers host neighboring 
Rains Friday at 4:30 p.m.

Quitman plays at Mine-
ola Tuesday and has a bye 
Friday night before begin-
ning the second round of 
district action at home 
against Lone Oak Tues-
day, Oct. 2.

-BY LARRY TUCKER

Lady Bulldogs split games, down Alba-Golden, fall to Edgewood

The Alba-Golden came back strong after a tough 
loss to Quitman Tuesday to take down Lone Oak 3-0 
winning 26-24, 25-21, 25-15 raising their District 12-
3A record to 2-2.

Captain Ginny Carson and Kalli Wright led their 
team to another district win. Kalli Wright was im-
pressive tonight at the net making some big plays 
when the team needed a point. 

“The Lady Panthers started out slow but by the 
third set we were rolling.  Carson led the team with 
17 kills, 11 digs, two aces, three assist.  Ann Marie 
Pendergrass had a good defensive game and she led 
the team with 15 digs,” Coach TaShara Everett  said.

Freshman Madi Byrant and sophomore Hope Wi-
ley were solid players for the team.  They both had 
three kills and fi ve digs. Lauren Crump had fi ve kills 
and Macie Pendergrass led the team in blocks with 
three.  Bralee Litt lejohn led with 18 assists.

Lady Panthers whip Lone Oak

Ava Burroughs (14) sends a kill shot over Alba-Golden’s Macie Pendergrass (14) in last Tuesday’s match at Quitman. BELOW: Quitman’s Abby 
Dobbs gets a tough dig off the floor in last week’s Quitman win over Alba-Golden. (Monitor photos by Larry Tucker)
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