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State Representative elect Cole Hefner visits with Quit-
man city alderman Kevin Gilbreath at last Thursday’s 
Greater Quitman Chamber of Commerce mixer held at 
city hall.

(photo by Larry Tucker)

Golf cart
accident 
claims 
young life

Bluebonnet announces merger of two papers
The Mineola Monitor and the 

Wood County Democrat have more 
than 300 years of journalism be-
tween  them – come August, the 
county’s two legacy publications 
will merge into one, expanding 
coverage throughout the area.

Bluebonnet Publishing, par-
ent company of both weeklies, 
aims to combine the newspapers’ 
strengths to bolster reporting on 
communities throughout Wood 
County.

Announcing the merger of the 
Monitor and the Democrat this 
week, “Our goal is to broaden 
our coverage geographically and 
to deepen the content,” said Bill 

Woodall, managing partner of 
Bluebonnet Publishing, a Kilgore-
based company that owns both ti-
tles that will move forward as the 

New deadline set
for society-type news

While many things 
will stay the same in 
the merger of the Wood 
County Democrat and 
the Mineola Monitor, 
staff members would 
like contributors to be 

aware of a new dead-
line for news.

The combination of 
the contents of the two 
papers for the Wood 

A 10-
year old 
H o l l y 
L a k e 
Ranch girl 
was killed 
in an ac-
cident in-
v o l v i n g 

a golf cart 
last Thurs-

day. Skyie LeeAnne 
Parks died from injuries 
received in the Thursday 
accident. Funeral ser-
vices were held Sunday 
at Lowe Funeral Home, 
Quitman, followed by 
burial at Pilgrim Rest 
#2 Cemetery, Alba. She 
had recently completed 
fourth grade at Harmony 
Elementary School after 
previously being a stu-
dent at Quitman where 
she sang in the choir.

Wood County Sheriff’s 
Deputies were called to 
the scene of the accident 
on Greenbriar Trail in 
Holly Lake Ranch after 
being notified of an ac-
cident with injuries in-
volving a golf cart. Upon 
arrival deputies found 
out the golf cart had 
been occupied by three 
siblings ages 14, 10, and 
nine.  They had struck 
a mail box post and the 

The Buzz .....Around Town
“Tips for Tots” will be Mon-

day 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at AJs Fish 
House on Highway 17 just 
south of FM 515 at lake Fork. 
All proceeds raised from the 
event will go to the Wood 
County Wood County Child 
Welfare and Child Protection 
Board. “Celebrity” wait staff 
will be serving and all tips 
made go directly to the cause. 
Local ministers, elected of-
ficials, and civic leaders will 
make up the wait staff. There 
will be a raffle for a 55” HDTV. 

Old Settlers Reunion be-
gins next week at Jim Hogg 

City Park. Wednesday night 
will be the opening of Quit-
man – Lake Fork Kiwanis 
Bingo and a concert by Dale 
“The C” Cummings under the 
pavilion beginning at 7 p.m. 
Thursday night will be karoke 
night with Friday a gospel 
performance by Keith Irwin 
and Prodigal ending with a 
concert from Midnite Drive 
Saturday evening. The Proud 
Blue Band Boosters are bring-
ing back grilled hamburgers, 
Quitman Rotary Club is bring 
in Chik-fil-a sandwiches, and 
a local riding club will serve 

barbeque.
U.S. Congressman Jeb Hen-

sarling will host a town hall 
meeting in Mineola Thursday, 
Aug. 4 at 9:45 a.m. at the Mine-
ola City Hall. Congressman 
Hensarling will give an up-
date on recent actions taken by 
the House of Representatives 
and hear from the residents of 
Wood County about the issues 
that are important to them. 

Clover Hill Cemetery is hav-
ing a memorial day Sunday, 
August 7, beginning at 10:30 
a.m. Clover Hill is located on 
FM 69 northeast of Quitman.

Larry Smith speaks to a gathering of Wood County Crimestoppers after receiving a plaque 
for several years of service to the organization. Smith is retiring from the group where he 
served as president. Also pictured are Quitman Chief of Police Kelly Cole (left) and incom-
ing president Toni Cole (right).

(photo by Larry Tucker)

Hollen 
quick on 
the job

Greg Hollen hit the 
ground running as the new 
Quitman city secretary 
/ administrator Monday 
morning. Hollen, who was 
hired by the city council in 
a special meeting July 14, 
took some time out over the 
weekend to answer some 
questions from the Demo-
crat.

Wood County Democrat 
(WCD): Where are you 
from originally and how 
did you get to Wood Coun-
ty?

I was raised in a military 
family. My father was a 
USMC officer, so I was born 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital 
in Maryland and lived on 
military bases, including in 

Whitehouse team takes
Lake Fork Open title

Will Hughes and Carter 
Henderson, Whitehouse 
High School, took home 
$6,000 in scholarship 
money for their first place 
finish at the Lake Fork 
High School Open over 
the weekend. Hughes 
added another $500 for 
reeling in the biggest 
bass at 10.04 pounds. The 
team’s two-day total was 
22.88 pounds.

The team’s boat captain 
was Jody Kea, a former 
Quitman resident. “I first 
got involved last year 
when my son was fish-
ing. I enjoyed it so much 
I decided to keep doing 
it,” Kea said. “I don’t do 
much. These two young 

Whitehouse High School’s Henderson – Hughes team took home first place and $6,000 in 
scholarship money at the Lake Fork High School Open tournament headquartered at Oak Ridge 
Marina. Pictured are (left to right) Carter Henderson, Jody Kea (boat captain), Will Hughes, 
and Billy Sartain.

(photo by Larry Tucker)

Quitman Fire Department gets new truck financing
Quitman city aldermen 

approved a bid at last Thurs-
day’s city council meeting 
from City National Bank-
Quitman branch to finance 
a 2017 Custom Pierce En-
forcer-Top Mount Pumper 
truck to be used by the fire 
department as a first-use 
engine. The vehicle, which 
will replace one purchased 
in 1999, cost is $636,944. 

Scheduled payments are 
$58,304 a year for 15 years 
with no penalty or fees for 

early payment or payoff. At 
the annual payment rate, 
the final payoff would total 
$874,566. The fire depart-
ment will be making the 
payments.

“We have a truck payment 
every year. We are debt-free, 
but we always have a truck 
payment. We are replac-
ing our primary engine,” 
Fire Chief Scott Wheeler ex-
plained. “We have a smaller 
department interested in 
buying the other truck al-

ready. Every time we get 
extra money, we will pay on 
it. We do a letter drive and 
we get $20,000 to $30,000 
every year. The truck we are 
replacing is a 1999 model.” 

Prior to getting down to 
business Quitman resident 
Paul Brown spoke during 
the citizen’s comment por-
tion at the beginning of the 
meeting. “A few months 
ago I went to the Quitman 
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“True terror is to wake up 
one morning and discover 
that your high school class 
is running the country.”

– Kurt Vonnegut
•

FRIDAYS After 5, the 
free concerts at the 
World’s Richest Acre Park, 

this year 
has been 
outstand-
ing. Vocal 
Trash, 
Tux-
edo Cats, 
Nouveau 
Cajun 

Xpress, Daniel Foster, The 
Blackbirds collectively re-
futed the oft-heard com-
plaint “There’s nothing to 
do here.”

(THOSE of that opinion 
are the folks who have 
determined not to be part 
of the community.)

THE concert series ends 
next Friday with home-
grown bluegrass talent, 
The Purple Hulls, and 
Leap of Faith, a Hallsville-
based group with a Chris-
tian orientation. We can’t 
think of a better way to 
wrap up what has been a 
successful season.

IF you’ve not been to 
one of the concerts this 

INSIDE
SHOPPING SMART:  Look 
inside for money-savings 
specials from Circle K, CVS 
Pharmacy, Denny's and Walgreens.

By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

As ‘Fun Facts’ go, the City of Kilgore road crews 
replaced almost 6,930 square-yards of concrete on 
Houston Street. They also swapped out 160 linear 
feet of curb.

Granted, Seth Sorensen told council members 
earlier this month, by the numbers the city also 
saw 70 traffic cones and multiple signs stolen in 
the course of the road rejuvenation project.

With the city employees’ work beginning Feb. 
17, by July 12 they’d put in 142 days on the proj-
ect: 77 full construction days (seven of them at 
Meadowbrook Golf & Event Center), 40 weekend 
days, 22 rain and storm days  and three holidays.

“It was raining, it was storming and we still 
made an effort to get out there,” the city’s public 

Wrapping work
on Houston St.,
city touts value
of in-house jobs

By JAMES DRAPER
news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

A growing group of donors is driving a grass-
roots effort to raise funds and outfit local police 
officers with gear municipal budgets can’t cover in 
the current economy.

Officers across the country are facing a ground-
swell of hostility after recent incidents, Nate 
Mobbs says: in Dallas, Baton Rouge and else-
where, some are being hunted and killed. 

Whatever comes their way, they need to be 
equipped to confront it safely.

The paperwork for a new 501(c)3 is complete, 
and Mobbs hopes a new nonprofit – East Texas 
Blue – will be ready to accept donations soon. It’s 
a simple mission: explore the need, raise the funds, 
buy the gear and hand it out across the area.

“All we’re doing is giving the police officers what 
they need to do their job safely,” he said Friday. 
“We’re going to raise money for the police officers’ 
needs, as far as equipment and training, stuff that 
the budgets aren’t allowing them to get.

“Right now, the budgets are so tight that they 

Groups launch initiatives to support,
fundraise for local law enforcement

By CHELSEA KATZ
news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

Batons whirled through the 
air in Masters Gymnasium as 
students from across East Tex-
as and the broader Ark-La-Tex 
area practice their twirling 

skills during this year’s Tops 
for Twirling summer camp. 

The camp is personal for 
director Paige Keitt, who at-
tended the camp when she 
was a student before becom-
ing a Kilgore College Twirler 
herself in 1980. Keitt attended 

the camp when the late Deana 
Bolton Covin – best known 
as the second director of the 
KC Rangerettes – headed the 
camp. After a hiatus, Keitt 
brought the sessions back with 

Top twirlers test skills at KC camp

By CHELSEA KATZ
news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

The East Texas Council of Governments is go-
ing through an administrative hearing process after 
terminating a day care vendor’s contract in June. 

The termination of the Lindale childcare cen-
ter Punkin Doodles displaces 70 children whose 
parents use the business as 
their child’s primary day-
care service, owner Melanie 
Law explained in an e-mail. 
Some of these parents use 
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission’s financial assis-
tance program to help pay 
for child care assistance through Workforce Solu-
tions of East Texas. 

According to Law, she contacted the main TWC 
office on June 2 to get answers regarding an “ongo-
ing dispute that [she] was still not conforming to 
The TWC contract, guidelines and policies,” after 
she was not satisfied with ETCOG’s response. 

The next day, Law details, ETCOG terminated 

Ex-contractor
pursues case
against area
council of
governments

See EAST TEXAS BLUE, Page 1

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

Mikki Ellis plants a sign in support of Kilgore Police Officers and 
first responders Friday afternoon at St. Luke's United Methodist 
Church – the signs are free from Citizens Bank of Kilgore.

NEWS HERALD photos 
by CHELSEA KATZ

Keira George, 
of Tatum, 

performs her 
twirling routine 

Wednesday 
evening in Kilgore 
College’s Masters 

Gymnasium. 
(Right) Kilgore 
twirlers Jordan 

and Madison Ware 
perform a routine 

they learned 
during the Tops in 

Twirling camp.

See TWIRLERS, Page 1

See ROADWORK, Page 1

See ETCOG, Page 1

ETCOG 
declines
comment
on woman's
allegations

TSF opens children's show. Pg. 12
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IS MY HOME
READY TO LIST?

This is probably the most 
asked question from potential 
sellers! We all live in our homes 
and tend to get used to the 
“blemishes”. Then when we think 
of selling, all of the sudden those 
blemishes loom large.

So, the question is, “How much 

It depends:
-How quickly do you want to 

-What needs to be replaced, 

In general, I always tell sellers 

carefully at each room. There 

-Replace broken or missing 
electrical plates
-Tighten loose knobs
-Replace broken or dirty blinds
-Put new mats outside your 
doors
-Replace broken window panes
-Replace any rotted wood 
outside
-Use “Upshot” to cover any 
stains on the ceiling from 

leaks. You certainly 
don’t want to hide a leak that 
hasn’t been repaired.
-Clean, Clean, Clean You want 
your house to sparkle!

The biggest payoff is fresh 
paint. Almost any house needs 
fresh paint inside. Paint isn’t 

makes a positive impact! Be 
sure and use a neutral color.

Have a list ready for you’re 

-Anything you have replaced or 
improved in last 5 years
-The date your roof was replaced
-Copy of a survey if you have 
one

where you spend money. Your 
house may need updating, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean 
you should do it. That’s where 

play. They can tell you what is 
needed and whether or not you’ll 
get a return on that investment.

Happy Selling! 

903-569-2300

114 North Johnson Street, 
Mineola, Texas 75773  

www.lakecountryplayhouse.com

Discounts available for 
groups of 10 or more.

July 29, 30, 31 
& August 5, 6, 7

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCLCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCP
LAKE COUNTRY
PLAYHOUSE

Individual tickets:
$15 adults $7 students

PROUDLY PRESENTS...

Fri. & Sat. Shows  7:30pm
Sunday Matinees  2:00pm

Directed by - KAY LAMB
Music Dir. - JEANNETTE PEEL

CREATED & WRITTEN BY
Gilb, Gunderson & Scott

Ponderations
from the Back Porch By Roy Faubion

Miz Boyd and 
her husband 
were our 

neighbors, very quiet 
and super nice people, 
indeed.  They were the 
kind of neighbors every 
person desires having.  I 
think I was 12 years old 
the day I unintentionally 
tried to make a baked 
potato of myself, an in-
cident which taught me 
much about the diff er-
ence between sun tan-
ning and barbecuing.  It 
was on that day I met 
the real Miz Boyd, a kind 
and compassionate lady 
who came to my aid. 

Winter had given way 
to spring which had 
melded into the per-
fect outdoor days all 
youngsters had been 
seeking, days made for 
swimming.  The open-
ing day of the city pool 
happened also to be my 
idea of the ideal day.   I 
had anticipated the day 
and was among the fi rst 
to arrive when the doors 
opened, towel in hand.  
My winter-bleached skin 
was primed and ready 
to receive the warm, 
soothing rays of the sun.  
There I stayed, through 
the morning and into 
the afternoon, wearing 
no shirt and with no sun 
tanning lotion.

I was still shirtless 
when I fi nally arrived 
home and I was seri-

ously feeling the eff ects 
of severe sunburn.   No 
one was home to greet 
me…no one.  I suspect 
Miz Boyd was looking 
out her kitchen window 
when I arrived because 
in a matt er of a very few 
moments she knocked 
on our door.  I opened it 
and there she stood with 
a large tube of ointment 
in hand.  I was already 
having diffi  culty walk-
ing as a result of the over 
exposure of the sun to 
the back side of my legs 
so I welcomed her help 
in gett ing me to the bed.  
Miz Boyd slathered my 
back, my face, my ears, 
my legs and my tummy 
with the ointment.  Nev-
er before and never again 
have I allowed myself to 
be so badly burned from 
the sun.

How nice it would be 
if I could say how I de-
veloped a close relation-
ship with Miz Boyd.  
Without a doubt I would 
have been welcomed 
in her home to visit a 
spell.  What a wonder-
ful person I would have 
been if I had shown my 
gratitude for her sweet 
and loving care by pick-
ing fl owers for a bouquet 
or off ering to mow her 
lawn.   Nope.  Regretful-
ly, I do not even remem-
ber another encounter 
with her.  How sad.

Got
News???

Call
903

763-4522

Home Sweet Home
From Angie Monk

Amber Gaby, owner of Guys and Dolls on the square in Alba, cuts the ribbon celebrating the Grand Opening of the salon.
(photo by Larry Tucker)

Worker’s put on the finishing touches for the new marquee at Quitman Public Library.
(photo by Larry Tucker)   

“FRIEND TO FRIEND” PROGRAM
SET FOR AUGUST 11TH 

The Annual “Friend to Friend” 
Women’s Health Program is 
scheduled for Thursday, August 
11th from 12:00 noon  - 2:00 p.m. 
at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 203 
Meadowbrook, Mineola, TX.  This 

free program will off er education-
al information on women’s health 
topics and also assist women in 
scheduling important prevention 
screenings/tests.

Hope you can join us for a de-
licious light lunch, educational 
speaker, door prizes, and exhibits!  
All with great women’s health in-

formation!  It’s free!  No need to 
pre-register!  Women are encour-
aged to bring a friend and att end 
to get the latest information and 
updates on women’s health top-
ics.  For more information, please 
call the Wood County Extension 
Offi  ce at 903-763-2924.

Guys and Dolls
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Join us for   at

August 3rd-August 6th

7-10 p.m. at
Jim Hogg Park
Hosted by the
Quitman Lake Fork
Kiwanis Club

539 East Goode • Quitman Texas
903-763-2232

Brian

Ford Quitman

THE WORKS
4 Wheeler &
Lawn Mower 

Repair
903-967-7301

BC’s

Chain Saw Repair
Tillers & Jet Skis

XUV’s, ATV’s & UTV’s
Side By Sides

10% DISCOUNT FOR
SENIOR CITIZENS

Hours:
8-5

Mon. - Fri.
9-12 Sat.

1352 E. St. Hwy. 154
Quitman, Tx. 75783

B.C. Roberts
20 Years Experience

Michael Fuller
Owner

903-975-2859-Phone
903-492-3501-Fax

708 S. Main St.
Quitman, TX 75783

easttxpressure@gmail.com

We don’t want your 
arms and legs

just your Tows!!

The 
Shop

Your Hair is
my Canvas!
Walk ins welcome

Suds! Opens July 29 in Mineola
The blazing tempera-

tures of summer means 
summer musical time at 
Lake Country Playhouse 
in Mineola! Lake Coun-
try Playhouse presents 
Suds! The Rocking 60’s 
Musical Soap Opera, 
which will run July 29, 
30, 31 and August 5, 6 
and 7. The show, created 
and writt en by Melinda 
Gilb, Steve Gunderson 
and Bryan Scott , features 
over 40 of the great-
est doo wop hits of the 
1960’s, all performed at 
the Suds Laundromat. 
The musical is presented 
by arrangements with 
Brent Peek Productions 
in New York. Directed 
by Kay Lamb, with mu-
sic director Jeannett e 
Peel and choreographer 
MarCordrie Collins, the 
show revolves around 
Cindy (played by La-
nett e Garza), who works 
at Suds but has no luck 
in life and love. It’s her 
birthday, and with the 
arrival of the postman 
things just go from bad 
to worse. Deciding to 
end it all, she is stopped 
by Dee Dee (Micah Gra-
ham) and Marge (Brandi 
Bridges), two larger than 
life characters that are 
more than meets the eye. 
Rounding out the cast 
are Micah Brooks and 
Jacob Hays, both playing 
multiple roles.

It’s a family friendly 
musical romp through 
some of the greatest 
songs of the 60’s, set 
among the backdrop of 
washers and dryers.

Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $7 for stu-
dents. Discounts are 
available for groups of 
10 or more. Friday and 
Saturday performances 
are 7:30 p.m. with Sun-
day matinees starting 

at 2:00 p.m. The box of-
fi ce and doors will open 
one hour prior to show-
time. For reservations, 
contact the box offi  ce at 
903.569.2300.

Lake Country Play-
house is a 501(c) 3 
nonprofi t community 
theatre, with all perfor-
mances presented at 
the Historic Select The-
ater, 114 North Johnson 
Street, in Mineola.

Suds cast

Friday is deadline to apply disaster 
assistance from spring storms

U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration loans are now being 
made available to people in 
Wood County who suff ered 
damage from storms from 
April 17 – 30. The deadline to 
apply is this Friday.

Burl Kelton, public infor-
mation offi  cer with the SBA, 
encourages those aff ected to 
begin the application process. 
People applying should com-
plete the FEMA application 
process fi rst even if they are 
referred to the SBA. If they 
do not fi nish the process, they 
won’t be able to access assis-

tance.
Assistance for businesses is 

not limited to solely property 
damage from the storms. Kel-
ton noted that businesses who 
suff ered economic impact due 
to things such as the closing of 
roads or employees being un-
able to go to work may also 
be eligible. Business loans can 
also included inventories, sup-
plies, machinery and equip-
ment. Businesses of any size 
are eligible. Private, nonprofi t 
organizations such as chari-
ties, churches, etc. are also eli-
gible.

Wood County has been add-
ed to the list of counties eligi-
ble for assistance from FEMA 
due to the April storms, Wood 
County emergency manage-
ment coordinator Tully David-
son said.

The Disaster Recovery Cen-
ter site for FEMA assistance 
will be at the Wise Elementary 
Fine Arts Magnet school. The 
school is located at 10659 State 
Highway 64 East in Tyler and 
will open at noon. Kelton said 
the best way to begin is by call-
ing the SBA’s Disaster Assis-
tance Customer Service Center 

at 1-800-659-2955. For FEMA 
assistance the telephone num-
ber is 1-800-621-3362.

Residents can also register 
the following ways:

* Online at DisasterAssis-
tance.gov

* By phone at 800-2621-3362 
(FEMA). People who are deaf 
or hard of hearing or have a 
speech disability and use a 
TTY may call 800-462-7585. 
Applicants who use 711 or 
Video Relay Service may also 
call 800-621-3362. The toll-free 
numbers are open from 7 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. seven days a week. 

Multilingual operators are 
available.

*Deadline to register is this 
Friday.

FEMA grants do not have to 
be repaid. FEMA assistance is 
nontaxable and will not aff ect 
eligibility for Social Security, 
Medicaid or other federal ben-
efi ts.

Property owners should reg-
ister if they have insurance. 
FEMA cannot duplicate insur-
ance payments, but underin-
sured applicants may receive 
help after their claims have 
been sett led.

Cord Burnett touches home plate after hitting his second home run in the game. The game was just one 
of many played during a tournament in Yantis which raised money for the Natasha Bettis Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. The scholarship is an annual award giving to a Yantis High School senior.

(photo by Larry Tucker)

Softball
tournament

benefits
scholorship

fund

Got
News???

Call
903-763-4522

Puerto Rico. I att ended high school and 
college in the Washington, DC, area, 
but spent most of my professional ca-
reer in Dallas. My wife and I purchased 
a property on Lake Holbrook over 15 
years ago, became involved in the com-
munity, and made the decision to move 
out here full time in October 2015.

 WCD: Why do you feel qualifi ed to 
be the city secretary / administrator?

My business background includes 
people leadership, budget and ven-
dor management, recruiting and talent 
development. These coupled with my 
bachelor degree in government and 
politics (state and local) and my com-
munity volunteer leadership experi-
ence make me uniquely qualifi ed for 
this role.

WCD: How do you see your role in 
this position?

First and foremost, the role is one 
where responsiveness to the people 
of Quitman is critical. Also, helping to 
build a more vibrant community ap-
propriate to a county seat will be im-
portant. Building healthy relationships 
with business, faith, academic and 
government entities will help accom-
plish our goals.

WCD: What do you see as a top pri-
ority for Quitman?

Beyond ensuring that administrative, 
including budgetary, aspects of the 
role are handled well, teaming with 
other community leaders to enhance 
economic development and expand 
our tax base is a high priority.

WCD: Do you have any ideas to 
make the local civic center a produc-
tive facility?

I look forward to engaging with 
the civic center board and learning 
more about what’s important to them, 
benchmarking with similar organiza-
tions, and building on the successes al-
ready enjoyed by the organization.

WCD: What do you see in the future 
for Jim Hogg City Park facilities?

The Jim Hogg City Park is truly a 
jewel for Quitman and the county. I 
look forward to engaging in its focus 
on public / private partnerships for the 
benefi t of our community.

WCD: There was some controversy 
over your selection. How will you 
“mend the fences” with those who 
were against your employment as city 
secretary / administrator?

My intent is to form positive, produc-
tive relationships with all individuals 
who can play a constructive role in the 
success of the City of Quitman.

WCD: How long does it take you 
to get from your home to city hall in 
Quitman?

Depends on rush hour (that’s a joke!) 
It takes about eight to 10 minutes, door 
to door.

WCD: Why do you want to work in 
Quitman?

I see the potential in Quitman to be-
come one of the top small communities 
in Texas, and share the city and com-
munity leadership’s vision of growth 
and enhanced quality of life for ev-
eryone. Working together, each of us 
brings unique skills and experiences; 
mine will complement those already in 
place throughout the community.

WCD: Will Quitman citizens be 
able to contact you directly with their 
concerns? How can they do that?

Absolutely.  I’m excited to get to 
know everyone and will be accessible 
to the citizens in person, by phone and 
through email.  

Hollen added he believes in some ba-
sic principles. “So as I begin my new 
role, I will be guided by some very 
basic tenants we all know, but seldom 
get right. They are: fi rst seek to under-
stand, then to be understood; practice 
random acts of kindness, especially to 
the smallest among us; and there is no 
limit what you can achieve if you don’t 
care who gets the credit.”

HOLLEN
From page 1
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My grandkids thought I was ignoring them, but it 
was extremely difficult to understand their fast talk and 
high pitched voices. They were frustrated. I was 
frustrated. I was missing out on those priceless nuggets 
that pop out of their mouths when you least expect it.  I 
was squandering my “Grandpa Years”.  

With my hearing aids we enjoy every minute we’re 
together. My friends and family no longer think I’m 
“losing it” when I don’t remember what I didn’t hear, 
and I answer the questions they ask instead of the 
questions I thought I “heard”. 

 I can’t imagine the loss I would have felt had I not 
taken steps to correct my hearing. My grandchildren are 
one of my greatest joys in life - and now I understand 
what they are saying.  

Everyone in the family is impressed with my
transformation.  I love attending family gatherings and 
my favorite word now is “Grandpa!” 

 

 

when he’s 

They are only this age once and for a very short time. If you miss it, it’s
GONE FOREVER!  Don’t start 2016 missing these important moments! 

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT!    The Test Is FREE! 

A Valuable FREE Gift 
Some restrictions apply.    

Ask for Details.
Expires February 14, 2016 

Sheriff’s ReportJim Brown

JULY 13
Deputy Tucker George and Lt. 

Robert Holland were dispatched 
to FM 1799 just after midnight 
in reference to an assault. There 
they met with a couple and their 
son. The couple stated that ap-
proximately two hours earlier 
their son had became aggravat-
ed when confronted about his 
drug use. The woman stated 
she was pushed and shoved nu-
merous times. The couple stated 
they wished to pursue charges 
against their son. The son was 
located in his bedroom and did 
not att empt to resist of fl ee from 
the deputies. Marshall Nathan 
Freeman, 32, Mineola, was ar-
rested and transported to jail. 
He is charged with assault by 
contact.

Deputy Melissa Pollard was 
dispatched to a structure fi re 
on Hwy 11. Pollard arrived to 
fi nd an old shaving mill full of 
junk completely destroyed by 
fi re. The electric company was 
notifi ed of the fi re and upon 
arrival they removed a pair of 
jumper cables from an electrical 
box which were being used to 
illegally obtain electricity. The 
electrical box was registered to a 
man who was renting the mobile 
home next to the burned struc-
ture. This case has been forward-
ed to the county fi re marshal. 

Sgt. Donivan South was dis-
patched to Hwy 80 in the Mine-
ola area for a theft report. The 
complainant stated a 6’ home-
made utility trailer, valued at 
$800, was missing from the 
property. The trailer was last 
seen at the location at 8:00 AM. 
The man also advised he was not 
the owner of the trailer, but had 
borrowed it to haul some build-
ing materials. This case has been 
forwarded to CID or assignment 
and continued investigation.

JULY 14
Deputy Dustin Fenlaw was 

dispatched to Ozarka-owned 
property CR 3540 in the Hawkins 
area for a burglary of a build-
ing. An employee advised that 
sometime in the past two days 
unknown person(s) had come 
onto the property and broken 
into three diff erent outbuildings. 
Property was removed from 
each one of the buildings. Two 
4-wheelers were missing from 
the fi rst building. They are de-
scribed as green Yamaha Grizzly 
660’s, valued at $3,400 each. A 
turkey fryer, valued at $100 was 
missing from the second out-
building. The door of the third 
building had been pried open. A 
portable generator, thermal arc 
welder and miscellaneous hand 
and power tools were missing 
from inside. A 2008 Argo Fron-
tier was also missing. The value 
of the property missing from the 
third building is $11,500. The 
case was forwarded to CID for 
continued investigation. 

Sgt. Donivan South and Dep-
uty Heather Bailey recovered a 
2006 Chevrolet 2500 4x4 pickup 
at White Oak Shores in the Yantis 
area. The truck was reported sto-
len out of McKinney. The depu-
ties spoke with a man at the loca-
tion who stated he had been in 
possession of the pickup for the 
past six years. The man further 
advised the pickup had been 
brought to his mechanic shop lo-

cated in the metroplex. Accord-
ing to the man, the subjects who 
dropped off  the pickup had not 
returned any of his phone calls 
regarding payment for repairs 
and he had invested over $7,000 
in the truck. A wrecker service 
was summoned to transport the 
pickup to the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce im-
pound.

JULY 15
Deputy Jeremy Ragsdale took 

a report of an assault which oc-
curred at Winnsboro Livestock. 
A woman reported that her 
ex-husband shoved her when 
she reached for their child. The 
woman stated that she was not 
injured but the shove did cause 
her discomfort. The woman stat-
ed she wished only for an inci-
dent report at that time but later 
called to state she had been ad-
vised by her att orney to pursue 
charges. The case was forwarded 
to CID for further disposition.

Deputy Josh Davis initiated a 
traffi  c stop in the Mineola area 
after witnessing a pickup being 
operated without a front license 
plate. Upon approaching the 
vehicle, Deputy Davis smelled 
what he believed to be an alco-
holic beverage. The passenger 
was determined to be drinking 
from a cup that contained the 
suspected alcohol. A consensual 
search of the vehicle produced 
suspected methamphetamine 
and drug paraphernalia. Katy 
Iwana Grant, 49, Grand Saline, 
was arrested for possession of 
a controlled substance, penalty 
group 1, less than on gram. She 
was transported to jail without 
incident.

JULY 16
Deputy Brandie Cunningham 

was dispatched to a structure 
fi re on FM 779 in the Golden 
area. Upon arrival, Cunningham 
spoke with a man who stated 
he was currently residing in the 
home as was his mother who 
was away at the time the fi re 
began. The man advised he had 
been smoking on the back porch 
and had been back inside the 
residence for a short time before 
smelling smoke. Deputy Cun-
ningham was advised by the fi re 
department that the blaze had 
rendered the home unsafe to live 
in. The home was taped off  and 
secured by the fi re department. 
The case has been forwarded to 
the county’s fi re marshal for in-
vestigation.

Shortly before 6:00 AM, Sgt. 
James Hildebrand observed 
a man and woman walking 
along FM 515. Having earlier 
been made aware that a suicidal 
male had left the Winnsboro 
emergency room against medi-
cal advice and was possibly in 
danger of dying, Hildebrand 
detained the couple. After a 
brief conversation with the man, 
Sgt. Hildebrand placed him in 
protective custody so that he 
could be transported to a hos-
pital for evaluation. As he was 
leaving, the female made a ver-
bal threat against her own life. 
She was taken into custody for 
a transportation code violation 
(use of sidewalk). Winnsboro 
PD offi  cers assisted with taking 
the woman into custody. Their 
encounter with her resulted in 
additional charges of fail to iden-
tify and resisting arrest, search or 

transport. Sara Beth Searl, 35, Mt. 
Vernon, was transported to jail 
without further incident. 

Deputy Justin Bowring initi-
ated a traffi  c stop on a vehicle 
near the intersection of SH 154 
and FM 515 after observing a 
vehicle being operated with a 
registration which expired in 
2014. The driver of the vehicle 
stated he had just purchased the 
4-door Toyota car and produced 
a bill of sale as proof. A check of 
the car’s license plate revealed 
that the plate belonged on a 1997 
Ford Explorer. The man claimed 
the vehicle was that way when 
he purchased it. A check of the 
man’s driver’s license showed 
the license to have expired in 
February of 2015. The man was 
also unable to produce proof of 
insurance. Colt Gerald Freud-
iger, 26, Brasher, was arrested 
and transported to jail. He is 
charged with failure to maintain 
fi nancial responsibility. He was 
issued a citation for the expired 
driver’s license and the fi ctitious 
license plate. A wrecker service 
was summoned for the car.

Deputies Steven Fields and 
Josh Davis responded to a report 
of a reckless driver traveling on 
FM 14 in the Hawkins area. Dep-
uty Fields located the car and 
witnessed it fail to stop at a stop 
sign and then travel westbound 
in the eastbound lane. A traffi  c 
stop was initiated and contact 
was made with the driver. Ac-
cording to Deputy Fields’ report, 
the driver smelled strongly of an 
alcoholic beverage, was swaying 
while on his feet and had slurred 
speech. Curtis Wayne Peek, 
44, Hawkins, was arrested for 
driving while intoxicated with 
a blood alcohol concentration 
of greater than 0.15%. He was 
transported to jail without fur-
ther incident. This case has been 
submitt ed to the District Att or-
ney’s offi  ce for prosecution.

JULY 17
Deputy Tucker George took 

a report of burglary of a habita-
tion from a complainant on CR 
1602. The complainant stated 
the property is a vacation cabin 
and he had been away from the 
residence since July 5. The com-
plainant had arrived to discover 
a large window air conditioning 
unit was missing from the liv-
ing room window. The cabin’s 
front door was closed, but un-
locked. No damage was noted 
to the front or back door lead-
ing to the belief that the window 
was the point of entry. Several 
items were missing from inside 
the cabin including a TV, several 
rods and reels, a tool bag with 
miscellaneous tools and more. 
The total value of the missing 
property is $1,530. This case has 
been forwarded for assignment 
and investigation.

JULY 18
Sgt. Josh O’Grady was able 

to facilitate the return of some 
property after he was contacted 
by a man who stated he had 
been unable to retrieve a 16’ 
double axle trailer and a hot tub 
which he had loaned to a friend. 
The friend had since been in-
carcerated and left the property 
at a third party’s residence. The 
third party was refusing to re-
lease the property. Sgt. O’Grady 
spoke with the third party and 

arranged for the man to pick up 
the trailer and hot tub. 

JULY 19
Lt. Robert Holland and Depu-

ty Dustin Fenlaw responded to 
Holly Lake Ranch in response to 
a report that an assault had oc-
curred. Speaking with the female 
victim, the deputies learned the 
suspect, the woman’s fi ancé, 
had broken her cell phone and 
grabbed her arm, twisting both 
her arm and her wrist. The sus-
pect had left the area but was 
later located and arrested for 
assault causing bodily injury. 
Danny Gene Blankenship, 32, 
Mabank, was transported to jail 
but not without incident. He 
continually argued and cussed 
during the transport and once 
he arrived at the jail, refused to 
get out of the car or comply with 
any commands. He also threat-
ened Lt. Holland with bodily 
harm. He was eventually placed 
in a body restraint device and 
placed in a cell. 

Deputy Dustin Fenlaw was 
dispatched to the Winnsboro 
emergency room in reference 
to an assault which reportedly 
occurred at a residence on CR 
1970 in the Yantis area. The fe-
male victim had several injuries, 
consisting of lacerations to her 
nose, left hand and left leg. The 
victim stated she was pushed 
down by her signifi cant other. 
The woman gave contradictory 
information and fi rst stated she 
wished to pursue charges but 
later stated she did not. This case 
has been forwarded to CID for 
warrant review.

Deputy Aaron Warren took a 
report of burglary of a building 
from a complainant on CR 3859. 
The man reported that a shed 
on his property had been bro-
ken into and several items were 
missing from inside. The miss-
ing property includes electric 
hedge trimmers, ratchets and 
sockets, air compressor and shot 
gun shells. Other more valuable 
items in the area were not tam-
pered with. This case remains 
under active investigation.

Deputy Melissa Pollard was 
dispatched to FM 2869 in the 
Winnsboro area in reference to 
a burglary of a building. A com-
plainant reported that he had 
discovered his Yamaha Grizzly, 
valued at $7,800 missing from 
the garage area of a building on 
the property. Also missing was a 
log splitt er, valued at $1,000. As 
Deputy Pollard left the property 
and traveled west on CR 4596, 
she observed a small roadway 
leading to the south. Pollard 
drove down the road and ob-
served two log splitt ers in the 
wooded area north of the path. 
Deputy Pollard made contact 
with the complainant and re-
quested he come to the location 
to determine if the log splitt er 
was his. Once he arrived, he was 
able to positively identify one of 
the log splitt ers as being his. In-
vestigators were notifi ed to come 
to the scene and while awaiting 
their arrival, Deputy Pollard and 
the complainant checked the 
area for additional stolen prop-
erty. The Grizzly ATV was locat-
ed approximately one-quarter of 
a mile away. The complainant’s 
property was released to him at 
the scene. Additional property 

was recovered and transported 
to the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce impound 
lot where investigators will at-
tempt to determine its rightful 
owner. 

Deputy Aaron Warren took a 
theft report from an Alba man 
who stated an ice chest had been 
taken from the bed of his work 
truck. The cooler is described 
as being tan in color and resem-
bling a Yeti brand, however it is 
made by IceBin. The value of the 
cooler is $213. This case is now in 
the hands of investigators.

AVERAGE JAIL POPULATION   132
Males        105
Females      27    
Book-Ins  22
Releases   30 

ARRESTS
Dawn Michelle Miller, 37, Yan-

tis, motion to revoke, driving 
while intoxicated, second.

Jenny Rene Segler, 20, Big San-
dy, driving while intoxicated, 
fi rst off ense.

Walter Wayne Hall, 22, Gilmer, 
theft of property, $50 or more 
but less than $500; criminal tres-
pass of habitation; evading arrest 
or detention.

Daniel Horton Amador, 26, 
Canton, bail jumping and failure 
to appear.

Sean Gagliano, 36, Katy, crimi-
nal trespass.

Christopher Lawson, 29, 
Hawkins, theft of property $500 
or more but less than $1,500.

Marshall Nathan Freeman, 32, 
Mineola, assault by contact.

Phillip Dwayne Morgan, 53, 
Hawkins, assault by contact, 
family violence.

Stephanie Ann Cecil, 45, Win-
ona, release of surety, bail jump-
ing and failure to appear; release 
of surety, theft of service, $20 
or more but less than $500, by 
check.

Anthony Alan Perkins, 24, 
Quitman, criminal trespass.

Katy Iwana Grant, 49, Grand 
Saline, possession of a controlled 
substance, penalty group 1, less 
than one gram.

Amy Mechelle Fikes, 43, Sul-
phur Springs, possession of a 
controlled substance, penalty 
group 1, less than one gram.

Michael Edward Rogers, 42, 
Winnsboro, possession of a con-
trolled substance, penalty group 
1, four grams or more but less 
than 200 grams; unlawfully car-
rying a weapon; possession of 
marijuana four ounces or more 
but less than fi ve pounds.

Charles Taylor Carroll, 26, Big 
Sandy, out of county warrant, 
bond forfeiture, theft of prop-
erty $500 or more but less than 
$1,500.

Danny Gene Blankenship, 32, 
Mabank, assault causes bodily 
injury.

Jason Keith Sipes, 29, Alba, 
theft of property $100 or more 
but less than $750.

Shane Dewayne Cawthon, 34, 
Quitman, possession of a con-
trolled substance, penalty group 
1, less than one gram.

Robin Elaine Adams, 47, Mine-
ola, release of surety, possession 
of a controlled substance, pen-
alty group 1, less than one gram, 
analogue.

James R. Wilson, 40, Mineola, 
driving while intoxicated with 
child passenger under the age of 
15.
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John Spanko
General Contractor

• Remodels • All Carpentry
• Doors/Windows 

• Additions
35 Years Experience
Quality Work & Free Estimates

903-569-2618

CONSTRUCTION

WOOD COUNTY

TED WILSON
CONSTRUCTION
YOUR REMODELING SPECIALIST

Remodels, Add-ons & Repairs
Barns, Garages & Shops

Residential & Commercial

903-850-3570

Your Ad
could be Here
for only $25!

Call Brandi today
903-763-4522!

CONSTRUCTION

Septic System Services
Installations • Designs • Site Evaluations

Inspections • Repairs • Maintenance Policies

903-249-2455
Storm Shelter • Gravel Work
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Mini Excavator • Trenching

Ed Holt

CONSTRUCTION

Mobile (903) 312-6381
1112 E Goode St. Quitman, TX 75783 cameronrealty.net

Summer Piano Lessons!
Children to adults

Connie Emmert
903-316-6573

East Texas Pressure
MAF Pressure Enterprises LLC.

Michael & Amber Fuller Owners

• Lot Washing
• Lot Restriping
• Vent Hood Cleaning

180 CR 4919
Quitman, TX 75783

903-975-2859
easttxpressure@gmail.com

new, weekly Wood County Monitor. “It’s 
not normal in today’s marketplace, but 
we’re not doing this to save one single 
penny. We’re not closing any offi  ces, 
we’re not eliminating any staff , we’re 
not shutt ing down any phone lines or 
reducing the number of computers. 

“We’re simply going to make a bett er 
newspaper.”

Running six (now fi ve) East Tex-
as publications and printing others, 
Woodall often jokes a newspaper’s fi rst 
duty to its readers is to stay in business.

That said, “The fi nancial experts 
might disagree with us, but it’s our 
opinion that readers in hometown 
America want to be informed about 
events driving their communities. 
That’s news you can’t get anywhere 
else.”

Staffi  ng at the papers won’t change 
– residents throughout Wood County 
will still see the familiar faces of their 
community journalists. Joyce Hath-
cock, publisher of both papers, will 
continue in that role – she’s worked 
35 years at the Monitor and has led the 
two publications for much of that time.

“Merging two newspapers that have 
both served Wood County for over 100 
years was not a decision made lightly,” 
Hathcock said. “However, there will be 
litt le change other than combined news 
in the Wood County Monitor. Change 
for the bett er.

“Our goal now is to extend our cov-
erage, giving our readers the opportu-
nity to know what is happening in our 
county.”

Doris Newman, who’s been with the 
Monitor since 1988 and became editor 
in 1995, will edit the new, combined 
Wood County Monitor. 

“Doris has deep roots in her commu-
nity and in this county,” Bluebonnet 
Editorial Director James Draper said. 
“She’s a veteran reporter, editor, pho-
tographer – a real community journal-
ist.”

Larry Tucker, editor of the Wood 
County Democrat, will be Wood County 
news editor.

“Tucker’s built news relationships 

with county offi  cials, with commu-
nity leaders, with churches, with 
clubs, with readers. He knows his way 
around Lake Fork, he puts mile after 
mile after mile on the odometer mak-
ing sure his communities are covered,” 
Draper said. “These are the two people 
who know where the stories are, and 
they’ve been working alongside each 
other extremely well – their new part-
nership’s going to be even more valu-
able moving forward and growing the 
countywide news desk.”

Evan Dudley was recently hired to be 
sports editor of the new paper.

“Evan was an excellent fi nd, and 
sports fans throughout our combined 
coverage area are going to enjoy the 
additional coverage they’ll get in the 
weekly paper.”

The transition for advertisers will be 
an easy one: Larry Box will still work 
with clients out of the Quitman offi  ce 
while Heather Trammell works as the 
advertising sales representative in the 
Mineola offi  ce. Brandi Box will con-
tinue to handle classifi ed advertising 
in Quitman.

With 28 years at the Mineola Moni-
tor under her belt, the merger is a big 
change for Newman. 

It took some gett ing used to, the new 
editor said, to watch the newspaper 
that welcomed her to the community 
decades ago evolve into a new publica-
tion. She’s looking forward to a change 
for the bett er.

“I am excited about the possibilities 
of what we can do with this,” Newman 
said, recalling a recent local speech by 
economist Ray Perryman: “One of his 
pieces of advice was for our county 
to continue to expand upon working 
together in reaching out to new busi-
nesses and expanding off erings in our 
county. I really feel like this falls very 
much in line with his advice to our 
businesses in our county.”

Tucker said he, too, was hesitant at 
fi rst but the chance to cover more in the 
county won him over quickly.

“This is kind of like a gift to me, for 
what I want to do,” he said. The hard-

est part has been keeping the news 
to himself. “I think it’s going to be a 
great thing. I like how we’re going to 
do sports, I really like how we’re going 
to include more news. People have al-
ways wanted more county news from 
me.

“Everyone is kind of leery of change 
sometimes. I’m not. I embrace change. 
Bott om line is I’m excited. We want to 
be bigger and bett er.”

There are some growing pains ahead, 
Newman allowed. At the very least, 
readers will fi nd a heavier paper in 
newsstands and in their mailboxes, 
though the price won’t change.

“We will have a lot of things that 
we’re going to be working out, as far 
as the logistics of gathering the infor-
mation, gett ing the stories produced 
and into the paper,” she explained. 
The newspaper will be recruiting new 
contributing writers to cover all cor-
ners of the county. “I’ve been with the 
Monitor for a long time – from the time, 
actually, my family moved to Mineola. 
I read the Monitor and learned about 
this town in many ways through the 
articles that were in the Monitor at the 
time. I worked here in high school.

“It is a process of adjusting to this as 
a change that will help make our paper 
stronger and bett er for the communi-
ties in our county.”

Recruiting ‘stringers’ is an immedi-
ate and ongoing task.

“We’re actively looking for people 
to help us increase our coverage of the 
county,” Woodall said. “We’d like to 
provide our readers with coverage of 
school boards, city councils and com-
munity organizations across the coun-
ty. This will provide us with a platform 
to accomplish that.”

Woodall, whose company bought the 
newspapers almost four years ago, not-
ed that the idea of the merger was fi rst 
presented to him by a reader. 

“One of our subscribers sent back his 
renewal card with a check and a note 
- why don’t you just combine these pa-
pers and give us a bett er newspaper?’ 
That was about three years ago. The 

idea’s been ratt ling around in my head 
ever since. And, we regularly hear that 
from others. Eventually, the details 
crystallized and we’re moving ahead 
with it.”

The annual subscription price will 
remain unchanged - $31.50 per year lo-
cally, $44 outside the area. 

Advertisers who have a rate agree-
ment in place will see no change in 
their rates – they’ll simply get twice as 
much circulation. Advertisers who do 
not have a rate agreement will pay the 
same price advertisers have for the last 
three years paid to be in both the news-
papers.

“I lived in Wood County, edited the 
Wood County Democrat for eight years in 
the ‘70s and early ‘80s,” Woodall noted. 
“In the ‘90s I was publisher of the Min-
eola Monitor for a couple of years. My 
children graduated from high school 
in Wood County and exactly half my 
grandchildren were christened here. 
“This county is important to me per-
sonally as well as professionally. Local 
newspapering in Wood County is not 
going to get weaker on my watch.”

According to Draper, weekly cover-
age decisions will be based on the sig-
nifi cance of the story, not on geography 
or the size of the community involved.

“The two papers already produce a 
lot of news,” he said. “With Doris and 
Tucker working together, our read-
ers are going to see really strong front 
pages, the best of what’s happening in 
Wood County, and they’re still going 
to fi nd the same coverage - and more - 
inside the paper.

“We’ve invested a lot of money in 
our Wood County coverage, and we’re 
prepared to invest more. We’re looking 
to add staff  at a time when newspapers 
from coast to coast are trimming staff . 
We’re expanding our coverage, be-
cause we have community journalists 
who can make it happen - all our staff  
have been doing a great job on their 
own, and we’re excited to see what 
they can do together.”

MERGER
From page 1

County Monitor will result in a 
larger paper and more sections 
and an earlier deadline for pro-
duction of part of the publication. 
Consequently, the deadline for 
news to be brought in to the Moni-
tor about nonprofi t organizations, 
civic clubs, churches, school news, 
weddings, engagements and birth 
announcements  will be 4 p.m. on 
Thursday prior to the week’s edi-
tion it will be in. All other news, 
including lett ers to the editor, will 
be noon on Friday.

The deadlines for advertising 
for the newspaper will remain the 
same. Those are noon on Friday 
for retail / business-type advertis-

ing and 10 a.m. on Monday morn-
ing for classifi ed advertising.  The 
new rate for the new publication 
is $10 per column inch. The cost of 
classifi ed advertisements will con-
tinue to be $12 for 15 words and 20 
cents per word over that.

Items can be taken to either of 
the offi  ces which remain in the 
same locations. The former Mine-
ola Monitor offi  ce is located at 715 
Mimosa Street in Mineola and the 
former Wood County Democrat of-
fi ce at 310 East Goode Street, Suite 
C in Quitman. 

The Wood County Monitor’s let-
ter to the editor policy remains 
the same with a 300-word limit. 

Lett ers which are slanderous or li-
belous will not be run and any let-
ter over the limit will be charged 
the per-inch advertising rate. The 
Monitor reserves editorial discre-
tion on publishing as well as edit-
ing lett ers. 

As a reminder, the Wood County 
Monitor will continue to run ba-
sic, factual obituaries for free and 
with photographs if room allows. 
To include other than the basic in-
formation, the obituary will need 
to be placed as paid advertisement 
and subject to the advertising per-
inch rate. 

DEADLINES
From page 1

electric cart rolled on its side.
During the crash, the 10-year-

old female occupant, Skyie Parks, 
sustained head injuries. She was 

immediately fl own by EMS Care 
fl ight to a Tyler hospital, but died 
as a result of the injuries. Both sib-
lings involved in the accident were 

checked by EMS and released.
The case remains under investi-

gation by the Wood County Sher-
iff ’s Department.

PARKS
From page 1

Advertise in the Wood County
Democrat! Call Now! 903-763-4522



BY Jan Whitlock
Global Warming? I have no opinion 

about that but we are back to the good 
old days of frying our eggs on the side-
walks.  I am always amazed at how we 
know summer is coming, and yet we 
are always surprised when the ther-
mometer hovers close to 100 degrees 
day after day.

The plants at your Arboretum con-
tinue to perk along right on schedule.  Those that fa-
vor blooming in moderate temperatures have “called it 
quits” and shut down to rest for another growing year.  
Then there are those stalwarts to never fail to please, 
even during the hot summer months we experience in 
Wood County.

If you are interested in plants that will give you a 
good show for your money . .  .  Come to the back of 

Hogg Park and wonder with the rest 
of us at the reliability of these heat 
lovers.  Directly inside the fence you 
will notice the special variety of Liri-
ope, developed by J. Berry, that is 
edging the fl agstone path.  Its purple 
blooms return each summer and con-
tinue on for a number of weeks. As 
you are gazing with wonder at this 
display of color, do not overlook the 
Gerber Daisies that seem to bloom 12 

months out of the year (especially during the mild win-
ter we had last year).

You cannot miss the Bubble Gum Pink Petunias that 
have multiplied and continued to display their blooms 
as you gaze north of the rose gardens.  Looking for 
hardy shrubs that please in the summer? You must 
take a peek at the Weeping Butt erfl y Bush (Buddleia 
Lindleyana) and of course the variegated Kaleidoscope 
Abelia.  Welcome to Wood County all passing bees and 
butt erfl ies.

If you think I am partial – you are correct!  We aim to 
please 12 months out of the year at the Quitman Arbo-
retum and Botanical Garden.
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Ecclesiastes 7:8 

Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, 
and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

P a r t i n g  i s 
s u c h  S w e e t 

S o r r o w

Sorry about the
breakup.  Look...

men did all the work while I sat back and en-
joyed doing my part.”

Coming in second place from Crandall 
was the team of Garrett  Cutler and Brandon 
Dominguez, who also placed second last year. 
Cutler was the big bass winner last year.

Winners Hughes and Henderson will share 
the scholarship money which was donated 
by Billy Sartin of Sartin Marine at Lake Fork. 
“We can’t say how very much we appreciate 
Billy Sartin for his donation and for his sup-
port of this event,” Tournament Director Mi-
cheal Rogge said. “I can’t say enough about 
all of these young men and their boat captains 
who have participated this year. Our volun-
teers have been again been wonderful. It was 
great to have the East Texas Baptist University 
(ETBU) bass fi shing team here to help us out. 
They drove over from Marshall and volun-
teered to do anything we asked of them.”

There were 102 teams entered in the event 
which drew participants from throughout 
Texas and several states from Arizona to Kan-
sas.

ETBU is one of the universities which give 
scholarships to young bass fi shermen. Other 
college-level institutions giving bass fi sh-
ing scholarships are Dallas Baptist Univer-
sity; Bethel University, McKenzie, Tennes-
see; Drury University, Springfi eld, Missouri; 
McKendree University, Lebanon, Illinois; and 
Savannah College of Art and Design, Savan-
nah, Georgia. 

OPEN
From page 1

Inside and Outside the Picket Fence
Quitman Arboretum And Botanical Garden

KDF Dance & Gymnastics
IN LINDALE! FORMERLY 

KERI’S DANCE FACTORY.

 Now with Tumble Trak
& Foam Pit!

Call Now!  Fall schedule begins 
August 8th

Gymnastics Director, Sheryl Wade  

 Tumble Bear Pre-School Gym 
 Developmental Gymnastics  Cheer/Power Tumbling

903-882-1533

New location off 69, 
behind Cinco De Mayo

Got News???
Call 903-763-4522
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“An Evening“An

When:   August 6th, 2016 - 6:00 pm
Where:  Lake Fork Baptist Church
        903-473-9523
        9483 W. FM 515 Alba, TX  

Stan Whitmire
Rambo McGuire

Mark Lowry

Cost:  Love
offering will
be received.

Join Mark Lowry and special 
guests, Stan Whitmire & Rambo 

McGuire for a fun evening of
music, comedy & worship.

with Mark Lowry”

Janan Rushing
Funeral services for Janan Rushing, 77, of 

Quitman, were held Saturday, July 23, 2016 at 
Lowe Funeral Home with Brother Mike Morrow 

Rebecca Janan Rushing was born August 25, 1938 

She lived most of her life in Quitman and was a 

Bucket in 1983 and she was also a secretary for 

Survivors include two sons, Darrell Rushing and wife Pam of 
Quitman, and Bobby Rushing and wife Deedi of Tyler; brother, 

Patricia Milner and husband Steve of Temple; four grandchildren, 

Denny’s Small
Engine Shop, LLC

Mowers – ATV – UTV – Chainsaws

903-975-5740
3550 FM 69 (Between Hwy 37 and 515)

148 Winnsboro St.
Quitman, TX 75783

(Across Hosipital & Next to Texaco)

903-763-4333
Mon-Fri | 9:30 am - 6:30 pm

Sat | 9:30 am - 5 pm
TO BETTER SERVE PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Professional Nail Care
Walk ins Welcome

RV PARTS & ACCESSORIES

QUITMAN TRUE VALUE
Hwy 154 South
1032 E. Goode St.
Quitman, TX 75783
903-492-3555
www.quitmantruevalue.com

OVARIAN CANCER has 
been linked to the regular 
use of TALC.  Shower to 
Shower® and Johnson’s 
Baby Powder® include talc.  
Call us for professional in-
sight if you or a loved one 
has been diagnosed.

Ovarian Cancer
EXPERIENCE 
COUNTS
Lawyers with more 

than 100 years 
combined expertise.

1-800-460-0606
www.RespectForYou.com

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, L.C.
Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial 
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT
OFFICES IN HOUSTON/CONROE, TEMPLE AND AUSTIN,

PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN CAMERON

OBITUARIES
ROSE MARY GARBERS

Celebration of life services for 
Rose Mary Garbers, 70 of Winns-
boro, wereheld July 24, 2016 at 
Beaty Funeral Home in Winns-
boro with Trey Garbers offi  ciat-
ing.

Mrs. Garbers passed July 10th, 
2016 in Winnsboro.

She was born January 1, 1946 
in Orlando, FL., to the late Wil-
liam Joseph Hall and Rose Eltha 

Wright Hall. She worked as the receptionist at Saff e 
Property and Casualty in Winnsboro, and was a 
Christian.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
Survivors include sons, Don Ivie and Beatriz of 

Grand Prairie, Trey Garbers of Arlington; daughters, 
Danielle Ivie Rohrbeck and Ray of Winnsboro, An-
gela Walker of Branson, MO., Kelly Clark and Jeremy 
of Cleburne; sister, Imelda Tatsch of Winnsboro; 9 
grandchildren, and 5 great-grandchildren

DEWITT LOOMIS BLANCHARD 
 Funeral services for De-

Witt  Loomis Blanchard, 
93, of Quitman, were 
held July 22, 2016 at Lowe 
Funeral Home with Rev-
erend Bill Hedges and 
Charles Long offi  ciating.

Burial was held at Rose-
lawn Memorial Gardens 
in Mineola.

Mr. Blanchard passed 
away July 20, 2016 in Quitman.

He was born December 4, 1922 in Woodward, Iowa 
to Roy Lloyd and Blanche (Dugan) Blanchard. He 

was a member of Liberty United Methodist Church 
and the Masonic Lodge.

He is preceded in death by his wife, Theresa 
Blanchard; both parents; and one sister, Beulah 
Blanchard.

Survivors include daughter, Patricia Fulson of 
Bethany, Oklahoma; one grandchild and three great 
grandchildren.

CAROLYN SUE LEE 
Funeral services for Carolyn 

Sue Lee, 71, of Quitman, were 
held July 25, 2016 at Lowe Fu-
neral Home with Brother Fred 
Morrow offi  ciating. Burial was 
held at Clover Hill Cemetery.

Mrs. Lee passed away July 21, 
2016 in Tyler.

She was born September 3, 
1944 in Hainesville to Hulon 

and Charlene (Turner) Folmer. She worked in the in-
surance business in the claims department and was 
a Baptist.

Survivors include her husband Jimmy Lee, Quit-
man; son Joe Don Lee, Quitman; daughter Holly Lee 
Jones, Terrell; sisters June Adamcik, Frisco; Sandra 
Bright, Quitman; 6 grandchildren and 3 great grand-
children.

SKYIE LEEANNE PARKS 
Funeral services for Skyie LeeAnne Parks, 10 of 

Holly Lake Ranch, were held July 24, 2016 at Lowe 
Funeral Home Chapel with Brother Craig Kearby of-
fi ciating. Burial was held at Pilgrim Rest #2 Cemetery 
in Alba.

Skyie passed away July 21, 2016 in Tyler.
She was born December 12, 2005 in Quitman. She 

loved to crochet and draw as well as go tubing and 

wake boarding.
Survivors include her moth-

er, Heather Underwood, Holly 
Lake Ranch; Father Dennis 
York, Kansas; Daddy Timothy 
Parks, Snyder; step-father Ron-
nie Higgins, Holly Lake Ranch; 
grandparents Connie Under-
wood, Quitman; Bonnie Jar-
rett , Dallas; Cynthia Copeland, 
Dallas; adopted grandparents 

Robert and JoAnn Grant, Quitman; brothers Chanse 
Parks, Holly Lake Ranch; Christian Scott , Ponder; 
and sister Brianna Parks, Holly Lake Ranch.

school auditorium and met with 
over 200 more people at a pep 
rally put on by the Quitman Eco-
nomic Development and the city 
of Quitman. And folks, ain’t noth-
ing happened,” Brown said. “You 
come up there and gave us a big 
spill and we expect change. Every 
time there is a new business in 
town another business goes out. 
Drive around the square and it’s 
vacancy after vacancy. I thought 
we were going to do something 
and I hear well, this is going to 
happen and this is going to hap-
pen. 

“I love this town, but I want to 
see it be like other towns. I want to 
see progress. Why we can’t get a 
handle on this and get something 
done, I don’t know. I would like 
to see something happening and 
that’s it,” Brown concluded.

Mayor J.R. Evans responded to 
Brown’s comments. “Usually we 
don’t address citizen comments 
but there is change and it is slow. 
The QDC (Quitman Development 
Corporation) has started work on 
the north side of the square. We 
have removed some trees and 
are gett ing ready to remove some 
stumps so we can get started on 
a parking lot as part of that pro-
gram,” Evans replied. “They had 
started with the asbestos removal 
in those two buildings (the old 
Democrat and Ramseys) and it 
may look a litt le trashy at this 
point, but asbestos has been re-
moved and disposed of properly.

“They are waiting on the con-
tractor to get in there and do some 
clean-up and renovation of the 
buildings to get them more mar-
ketable. The QDC director (Denea 
Hudman) has been showing those 
buildings and even in that condi-
tion, they have received quite a bit 
of interest in those buildings for 
future development,” Evans ad-
vised.

During the Mayor’s Comments 
section, Evans read from a lett er 
sent by Forever Young Activity 
Center thanking Walter Lutonsky 
for the work and action he and his 
crew had done around and near 
the center. “Walter and his crew 
do a lot of work around town 
and it is greatly appreciated and 
I also want to thank you,” Evans 
noted. Lutonsky was quick to give 
his crew the credit for their hard 
work.

The council approved an ordi-
nance moving the council meet-
ing starting time from 7 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. each third Thursday of 
the month. “This will allow for 
council members to get here and 
get the business of the city done 
and maybe get home at a half-way 
decent hour,” Evans explained. “It 
certainly will allow the city staff  
not to have to hang around for a 
couple of hours and have to rush 
back at 7 p.m. for a council meet-
ing.”

On another item, aldermen ap-
proved the reallocation of $13,120 
from park revenue to building 

maintenance to provide for roof-
ing at the Honeymoon Cott age 
and the small gazebo, both located 
at Jim Hogg City Park. The coun-
cil then approved a bid from ABC 
Roofi ng of Texas to perform those 
needed roofi ng repairs.

Quitman representative and 
Wood County Industrial Com-
mission Chairman Sam Scroggins 
reported the organization has 19 
seats, but currently seven are va-
cant. “Quitman is in terrifi c shape 
with three active representatives. 
Some of the other cities around us 
need to try and get representation 
back on the commission,” Scrog-
gins said. 

In other actions the council ap-
proved:

• renewal of the 20-year 
franchise contract with Wood 
County Electric Cooperative 
which grants the cooperative the 
right to use and occupy rights-of-
way within the city of Quitman for 
construction and operation of and 
electric transmission and distribu-
tion system;

•  the acceptance of a bid 
of $737 for the sale of property in 
West Quitman for the payment of 
back taxes;

• The changing of names on 
the signatories for city accounts to 
J.R. Evans, mayor; David Dobbs, 
mayor pro-tem; Sandy Cobern, 
utilities clerk and Greg Hollen, 
city secretary-administrator;

• fi nancials, previous min-
utes, and departmental reports.

FINANCING
From page 1

Holly Brook Baptist Church event set
HOLLY BROOK ‘SAINTS’ TO HOST

TEACHERS’ APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
“Saints Alive,” the senior adult ministry of Holly 

Brook Baptist Church, will host the teachers and 
staff  of Hawkins and Harmony public schools at a 
luncheon in their honor on Thursday, August 18. 

The luncheon, annually scheduled during teach-
er preparation the week before school starts, is a 
“thank you” to local public school faculty and staff  
for their service to public education and the area’s 
school children. Church members will provide 
homemade desserts.
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Thank you
to our 

local first 
responders!

Dr. Ribeiro and Jamie

417 S. Main Street | Quitman, TX 75783 | 903-763-4545
YOUR FAMILY BANK - YOUR BUSINESS BANK - YOUR HOMETOWN BANK

When everyone is trying to
get out, heroes rush in

3265 FM 2869
Hawkins, TX 75765

100% Spring Water

Proudly serving Wood County 
since 2002.

Ozarka would like to especially thank the 
Wood County first responders who helped 

our employees and factory in the immediate 
aftermath of the April tornado.

Quitman Fire Department firefighters on the scene of a fire in Quitman.

Quitman Police Captain Terry Bevill

Raymond Williams and Wood County Sheriff Jim Brown

Quitman Police Chief Kelly Cole

Alba Chief of Police Timmy Koonce Quitman officer Teri Altman and canine officer 
Dax

Hainesville Volunteer Fire Department

“It’s sad to put something like this on. I lost a partner in the 
line of duty when I was working in Travis County. It’s some-
thing you never forget.”   Wood County Sheriff  Jim Brown

Showing Support

“Why do we do this work? We do it because it’s a calling.” Quitman 
Chief of Police Kelly Cole

“The greatest love is a person laying down his or her life for their 
friends.” Woody Weimer, elder for Bikers for Christ 



Buy and Sell in the 
CLASSIFIEDS!

Public Notice

Advertise Today!
903-763-4522
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TexSCAN Week of                 
July 24, 2016

HOME BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY TO GET PAID DAILY, 
Great Home Business, Please call 832-
225-5005 first. Ask about $100 cash 
referral! Fred 469-909-6624, fredcornell@
legalshieldassociate.com, LegalShield, 
Independent Associate

LEGALS
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABIL ITY 
BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & Associates 
at 1-800-755-0168 to start your application 
today!

DRIVERS
ATTN: CDL Drivers- Avg. $60k+/yr, $2k 
Sign-On Bonus, Voted Best Fleet 2016, 
Love Your Job and Your Truck,  CDL-A Req- 
1-877-258-8782, www.drive4melton.com

PHONE/INTERNET
AT&T U-Verse Internet starting at $15/
month or TV & Internet starting at $49/month 
for 12 months with 1-year agreement. Call 
1-800-425-9081 to learn more.\

ADOPTION
Adoring couple long to share outdoor 
adventures, dance, theatre & loving 
extended family with 1st baby. Expenses 
paid.  Beth & J im 1-888-330-3388 
adoptingtogether.com.

EMPLOYMENT
Walk-in bathtub sales person wanted. 
$100,000+ $4,000/mo guaranteed. Sales 
experience required, Call Jerry Stewart at 
1-913-276-2143 Ewing Enterprises, LLC

SCHOOL/TRAINING
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get 

Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Job placement assistance. 
Aviat ion Inst i tu te of  Maintenance  
1-800-475-4102

HELP WANTED 
EARN $500 A DAY: Insurance Agents 
Needed-Leads, No Cold Calls-Commissions 
Paid Daily-Lifetime Renewals-Complete 
Training-Health & Dental Insurance-Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-713-6020

             REAL ESTATE Reach 
38 ACRE WILDERNESS RANCH $219 
MONTH Quiet & secluded 6,100’ northern 
AZ off grid ranch bordering hundreds of 
acres of State Trust & BLM woodlands. 
Fragrant evergreen trees & grassy 
meadows blend with sweeping views 
across surrounding wilderness mountains 
and valley from ridgetop cabin site. No 
urban noise, pure air & AZ’s best climate. 
Near historic pioneer town services & 

soil & maintained road. RV use ok. $25,500, 
$2,550 dn. Free brochure with similar 
properties, photos/ topo map/ weather/ 
area info: 1st United Realty 800.966.6690.

REAL ESTATE
Hunting/recreation. We have affordable 
land in the following counties. Coke, 
Edwards, Concho, Menard, Kinney, 
Val Verde. Low down payment, long 
term financing. 800-876-9720. www.
ranchenterprisesltd.com.
15 acres, Uvalde/Bracketville. End of road, 
back corner, fenced 2 sides. Earthen tank, 
large mesquite, brush cover. Deer, hogs, 
turkey, quail. $3112/down, $515/mo. 1-800-
876-9720. www.ranchenterprisesltd.com

MEDICARE DEVICE
GOT KNEE PAIN?  Back Pain? Shoulder 
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace - little or 
NO cost to you. Medicare Patients Call 
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-518-0173 

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, 
contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

To Order: Call this Newspaper 
direct, or call Texas Press Service 

at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

Statewide Ad .................$550
239 Newspapers, 617,408 Circulation

North Region Only .....$250
69 Newspapers, 165,558 Circulation

South Region Only ....$250
85 Newspapers, 267,744 Circulation

West Region Only ......$250
85 Newspapers, 184,106 Circulation

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

 LAKE FRONT! 2BR/2BA, 1,086 sq ft home in 
Quitman, on Lake Fork. Great Lrg Mouth Bass 
Fishing. New Refrigerator, Stove, Dishwasher 

& Laminate Floor Throughout. OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE! Steve 469.595.0098

Country Kitchen in Quitman is looking to HIRE
with GREAT Pay an Experienced Grill Cook, Please

application, or call 903-763-8217 . Must be able
to work breakfast and lunch hours and on weekends.

Employment Opportunity

Country Trails Wellness & Rehabilitation
2-10 & 10-6 CNA Positions • 2-10 Med-Aide Positions

Transportation Aide M-F • Competitive Salaries/ New Pay Scales

Lots with great views 
of Lake Fork. Private 

boat ramp. Call for 
details. (75783) 
(903)-878-7265

$4900 buys land at 
Lake Fork. Financing 
available. $490 down, 

$84 a month. Call 
(903)-878-7265

FREE PUPPIES!
Call 903-730-0296

for more information.
4 puppies all males. Mom was Jack Russell 

Beagle mix not sure on dad.
MUST GO we live to close to highway.

Holiday Villages

iM neola

Applicants should apply in person at:
716 Mimosa, Mineola.
Experience preferred.

COME JOIN OUR WINNING TEAM!
Equal Opportunity Employer

HIRING:

2-10 and 10-6 CNA’s 
10-6 Nurse  

Quitman ISD

Class B CDL with passenger/
school bus endorsement

Call A.C. Crady • 903-760-5016

is hiring
Bus Drivers needed

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION FOR TPDES PERMIT 
FOR MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER RENEWAL

PERMIT NO. WQ0014171001
APPLICATION AND PRELIMINARY DECISION. Lake Fork Paradise RV Resorts 

LLC, 321 Private Road 5534, Alba, Texas 75410, has applied to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a renewal of Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) Permit No. WQ0014171001, which authorizes the discharge of treated domestic 
wastewater at exceed 24,500 gallons per day. TCEQ received this 
application on January 11, 2016.

The facility is located at 321 Private Road 5534, in Wood County, Texas 75410. The treated 
is discharged directly to Lake Fork Reservoir in Segment No. 0512 of the Sabine River 

Basin. The designated uses for Segment No. 0512 are high aquatic life use, public water supply, 
and primary contact recreation. All determinations are preliminary and subject to additional 
review and/or revisions.

The TCEQ Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and 
prepared a draft permit. The draft permit, if approved, would establish the conditions under which 
the facility must operate. The Executive Director has made a preliminary decision that this permit, 
if issued, meets all statutory and regulatory requirements. The permit application, Executive 
Director’s preliminary decision, and draft permit are available for viewing and copying at 
of Wood County 1 Main Street, Quitman, Texas. This link to an electronic map 
of the site or facility’s general location is provided as a public courtesy and is not part of the 
application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the application. https:/ /www.tceq.texas.gov/
assets/public/hb61 o/index.html?lat-32.831388&lng-- 95.628611&zoom- 13&type-r

CHANGE IN IAW: The Texas Legislature enacted Senate Bill 709, effective September 
1, 2015, amending the requirements for comments and contested case hearings. This 
application is subject to those changes in  law.

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or 
request a public meeting about this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide 
the opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ holds a 
public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is degree of public 
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a contested 
case hearing.

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting 
public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a 

Unless the application is 
directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments will be mailed to 
everyone who submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list 
for this application.  If comments  are received,  the mailing will also provide  instructions  
for  requesting  a contested  case hearing  or reconsideration of the Executive Director’s 
decision. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in a state district 
court.

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; 
applicant’s name and proposed permit number; the location and distance of your property/

adversely affected by the facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all 
disputed issues of fact that you submit during the comment period and, the statement “[I/
we] request a contested case hearing.” Ifthe 
behalf of a group or association, the request must designate the group’s representative 
for receiving future correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual 
member of the group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; 
provide the information discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and 
distance from the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; 
and explain how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose.

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will 
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing to the 
TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting.

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the requestor 
submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a hearing is 
granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or mixed questions 
of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns submitted during 
the comment period. TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of 
wastewater without providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria 
are met.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ACTION. The Executive Director may issue 
the application unless a timely contested case hearing request or request for reconsideration is 

. Ifa timely hearing request or request for reconsideration is , the Executive Director will 
permit and will forward the application and request to the TCEQ 

Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting.
MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a 

reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for this 
speci the Chief Clerk. In 
addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list 
name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a If you wish to be placed 
on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify which list(s) and send your 
request to 

All written public comments and public meeting requests must be submitted to 
of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 13087, 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 or electronically at www.tceq.texas.gov/about/cornments.html within 
30 days from the date of newspaper publication of this notice.

AGENCY CONTACTSAND INFORMATION. If you need more information about this 
permit application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, 
Toll Free, at 1-800-687-4040. Si desea informaci6n en Espanol, puede Hamar al 1-800-687- 4040. 
General information about the TCEQ can be found at our web site at www.TCEO.texas.gov.

Further information may also be obtained from Lake Fork Paradise RV Resorts LLC at the 
address stated above or by calling Ms. Jennifer Smith at 903-765-3600.

Issuance date: June 30, 2016

Miscellaneous

Garage Sales

Garage Sale-Saturday July 30th 
from 9-4, 907 Zola in Quitman

For Sale

MATTRESSES - MUST SELL
Premium, USA, brand new in 
plastic, full, queen, king. Can 
deliver.903-780-9150.

Public Notice

A&W Boat and Storage
3535 W State Hwy 154
Yantis 75497
972-275-6915
Auction of Personal Property to 
Satisfy Landlord Lien
Selling Entire Unit
July 30th at 10am
Ed Shelman, Unit A13, A14, 
A15, A16, D5, D9
Jack Malaspina C-07
Guadalupe Fernandez D-10

2016-203
STATEOF TEXAS
TO: Patrick Fischer
“You have been sued. You may 
employ an attorney. If you or 
your attorney does not fi le a writ-
ten answer with the clerk who 
issued this citation by 10:00 a.m. 
on the Monday next following 
the expiration of 20 days after 
you were served this citation 
and petition, a default judg-
ment may be taken against you. 
The petition of Sun Eagle Bay 
Owners Association, Petitioner, 
was fi led in the District Court of 
Wood County, Texas on the 28th 
day of March, 2016, against 
Patrick Fischer, Respondent, 
numbered 2016-203 and entitled 
“Sun Eagle Bay Owners As-
sociation v. Patrick Fischer”. 
The suit requests foreclosure of 
real property. The real prop-
erty owned by Defendant and 
located within the Sun Eagle 
Bay Subdivision is more fully 
described as follows:
Sun Eagle Bay Subdivision, 
Section 2, Lot 51
The Court has authority in 
this suit to render an order to 
enforce property foreclosure that 
will be binding on you.
Issued and given under my hand 
and seal of the Court at Wood 
County, Texas, this the 22nd day 
of July, 2016.
“Jenica Turner, Clerk of the 
District Court of Wood County, 
Texas.
By: Jennifer Mosher, Deputy.”
Citation Issued

2016-205
STATEOF TEXAS
TO: Larry Harris
“You have been sued. You may 
employ an attorney. If you or 
your attorney does not fi le a writ-
ten answer with the clerk who 
issued this citation by 10:00 a.m. 
on the Monday next following 
the expiration of 20 days after 
you were served this citation 
and petition, a default judg-
ment may be taken against you. 
The petition of Sun Eagle Bay 
Owners Association, Petitioner, 
was fi led in the District Court 
of Wood County, Texas on 
the 28th day of March, 2016, 
against Larry Harris, Respon-
dent, numbered 2016-205 and 
entitled “Sun Eagle Bay Owners 
Association v. Larry Harris”. 
The suit requests foreclosure 

of real property. The real prop-
erty owned by Defendant and 
located within the Sun Eagle 
Bay Subdivision is more fully 
described as follows:
Sun Eagle Bay Subdivision, 
Section 1, Lot 461
The Court has authority in this 
suit to render an order to en-
force property foreclosure that 
will be binding on you.
Issued and given under my 
hand and seal of the Court at 
Wood County, Texas, this the 
22nd day of July, 2016.
“Jenica Turner, Clerk of the 
District Court of Wood County, 
Texas.
By: Jennifer Mosher, Deputy.”
Citation Issued

2016-206
STATEOF TEXAS
TO: Charlie and Bonnie Taylor
“You have been sued. You may 
employ an attorney. If you or 
your attorney does not fi le a 
written answer with the clerk 
who issued this citation by 
10:00 a.m. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of 20 
days after you were served this 
citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against 
you. The petition of Sun Eagle 
Bay Owners Association, Peti-
tioner, was fi led in the District 
Court of Wood County, Texas 
on the 28th day of March, 2016, 
against Charlie and Bonnie 
Taylor, Respondent, numbered 
2016-206 and entitled “Sun 
Eagle Bay Owners Association 
v. Charlie and Bonnie Taylor”. 
The suit requests foreclosure 
of real property. The real prop-
erty owned by Defendant and 
located within the Sun Eagle 
Bay Subdivision is more fully 
described as follows:
Sun Eagle Bay Subdivision, 
Section 1, Lots 42 and 43
The Court has authority in this 
suit to render an order to en-
force property foreclosure that 
will be binding on you.
Issued and given under my 
hand and seal of the Court at 
Wood County, Texas, this the 
22nd day of July, 2016.
“Jenica Turner, Clerk of the 
District Court of Wood County, 
Texas.
By: Jennifer Mosher, Deputy.”
Citation Issued

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that 
original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Frank Watson 
Robertson, Deceased, were 
issued on July 18, 2016, under 
Docket No. 12,950, pending 
in the County Court of Wood 
County, Texas, to Frank David 
Robertson.
Claims may be presented in 
care of the attorney for the 

estate, addressed as follows:
Frank David Robertson, Repre-
sentative
Estate of Frank Watson Robert-
son, Deceased
c/o James A. Attaway, Jr., At-
torney at Law
P.O. Box 746
Quitman, Texas 75783
All persons having claims 
against this estate, which is cur-
rently being administered, are 
required to resent them within 
the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
Dated July 18, 2016.
James A. Attaway, Jr.
Attorney for Executor

PUBLIC NOTICE OF TEST OF 
AUTOMATIC TABULATING 
EQUIPMENT
Notice is hereby given that the 
automatic tabulating equipment 
that will be used in the August 
2016 TRE election for Yantis 
ISD Election held 27-Aug-16 will 
be tested on 28-Jul-16 at 10:00 
AM at Wood County Courthouse 
to ascertain that it will accurately 
count the votes cast for all of-
fi ces and on all measures.
Laura Wise, Elections Admin-
istrator

AVISO PUBLICON DE PRO-
BAR EL EQUIPO PARA TABU-
LAR AUTOMATICAMENTE
Por lo presente se da aviso que 
el equipo para tabular automati-
camente que se usara en la 
Eleccion August 2016 TRE Elec-
cion Yantis ISD que se llevar a 
cabo el 8/27/2016 se probara el 
7/28/2016 a las 10:00 AM en la 
Corte del Condado Wood para 
determinar si el equipo contara 
con exacitud los votos para to-
das los puestos ofi ciales y sobre 
todos los proyectos de ley.
Laura Wise, Elections Admin-
istrator

Real Estate

Mobile Homes for Sale

RENT TO OWN brand new 
homes 3 and 4 bedrooms on 
land. Call for instant approval.
RBI 36579  (903) 524-2050.

NEW  18 wide only 37,900 
NEW DOUBLE only 38,900.RBI 
36579. 903 524 2050

 BRAND NEW doublewide 
set up on ¾ of  acre must see 
owner fi nance available no 
credit check.RBI 36579 (903) 
524 2050

Cleaning Houses/Offi ces

LOOKING FOR HOUSES to 
clean. Experienced, have refer-
ences. Robin Horn, 903-497-
0994.

Caregiver

Caregiver needed 3 days a 
week; good pay; must have 
transportation paid weekly. Ask 
for Ann 903-763-4028

Employment

Help Needed-Elderly couple 
needs help with light house-
keeping and cooking 4 days a 
week 4 to 5 hours per day. No 
weekends must have own trans-
portation, car furnished for Dr. 
appointments 903-878-2684. 

Help Wanted: cooks, waitresses 
and dishwashers needed. Apply 
in person at Tiffany’s Restau-
rant, 271 CR 1558. Hours 5 
am-9 pm

MINEOLA COUNTRY CLUB 
looking for bartender and 
seasonal grounds keeper. Full 
time positions. No phone calls 
please, apply in person West 
Loop 564 at Hwy 80.

Public Notice
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BILL WOODALL

“True terror is to
 wake up 

one morning and discover 

that your high school class 

is running the country.”

– Kurt Vonnegut

•

FRIDAYS After 5, the 

free concerts at the 

World’s Richest Acre Park, 

this year 

has been 

outstand-

ing. Vocal 

Trash, 

Tux-
edo Cats, 

Nouveau 

Cajun 

Xpress, D
aniel Foster, The 

Blackbirds collectively re-

futed the oft-heard com-

plaint “There’s nothing to 

do here.”

(THOSE of that opinion 

are the folks who have 

determined not to be part 

of the community.)

THE concert series ends 

next Friday with home-

grown bluegrass talent, 

The Purple Hulls, a
nd 

Leap of Faith, a Hallsvill
e-

based group with a Chris-

tian orientation. We can’t 

think of a better way to 

wrap up what has been a 

successful season.

IF you’ve not been to 

one of the concerts th
is 

INSIDE

SHOPPING SMART:  Look 

inside for money-savings 

specials fro
m Circle K, CVS 

Pharmacy, Denny's and Walgreens.

By JAMES DRAPER

news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

As ‘Fun Facts’ go, the City of Kilgore road crews 

replaced almost 6,930 square-yards of concrete o
n 

Houston Street. 
They also swapped out 160 linear 

feet o
f curb.

Granted, Seth Sorensen told council members 

earlier t
his month, by the numbers th

e city
 also 

saw 70 traffic co
nes and multiple signs stolen in 

the course of the road rejuvenation project.

With the city
 employees’ w

ork beginning Feb. 

17, by July 12 they’d put in 142 days on the proj-

ect: 7
7 full construction days (sev

en of them at 

Meadowbrook Golf & Event Center), 4
0 weekend 

days, 22 rain and storm days  and three holidays.

“It was raining, it was storming and we still 

made an effort to get out there,” the city’s public 

Wrapping work

on Houston St.,

city touts value

of in-house jobs

By JAMES DRAPER

news1@kilgorenewsherald.com

A growing group of donors is d
riving a grass-

roots effo
rt to raise fu

nds and outfit lo
cal police 

officers
 with gear municipal budgets can’t cover in 

the current economy.

Officers
 across the country are facing a ground-

swell of hostility
 after recent incidents, Nate 

Mobbs says: in Dallas, Baton Rouge and else-

where, so
me are being hunted and killed. 

Whatever comes their way, they need to be 

equipped to confront it sa
fely.

The paperwork for a new 501(c)3 is co
mplete, 

and Mobbs hopes a new nonprofit – East Texas 

Blue – will be ready to accept donations soon. It’s 

a simple mission: explore the need, raise the funds, 

buy the gear and hand it out across the area.

“All we’re doing is giving the police officers
 what 

they need to do their jo
b safely,” he said Friday. 

“We’re going to raise money for the police officers
’ 

needs, as far as equipment and training, stuff that 

the budgets aren’t allowing them to get.

“Right now, the budgets are so tight that they 

Groups launch initiatives to support,

fundraise for local law enforcement

By CHELSEA KATZ

news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

Batons whirled through the 

air in Masters G
ymnasium as 

students from across East Tex-

as and the broader Ark-La-Tex 

area practice their twirling 

skills during this year’s Tops 

for Twirling summer camp. 

The camp is personal for 

directo
r Paige Keitt, w

ho at-

tended the camp when she 

was a student before becom-

ing a Kilgore College Twirler 

herself 
in 1980. Keitt at

tended 

the cam
p when the late 

Deana 

Bolton Covin – best known 

as the seco
nd directo

r of the 

KC Rangerettes
 – headed the 

camp. After a hiatus, Keitt 

brought the sessi
ons back with 

Top twirlers test skills at KC camp

By CHELSEA KATZ

news2@kilgorenewsherald.com

The East Texas Council of Governments is g
o-

ing through an administrati
ve hearing process af

ter 

terminating a day care v
endor’s contract i

n June. 

The term
ination of the Lindale childcare cen

-

ter Punkin Doodles displaces 70 children whose 

parents use the business as 

their child’s primary day-

care serv
ice, owner Melanie 

Law explained in an e-mail. 

Some of these parents use 

the Texas Workforce C
om-

mission’s financial assis-

tance program to help pay 

for child care assistance through Workforce Solu-

tions of East Texas. 

According to Law, she contacted
 the main TWC 

office o
n June 2 to get answers reg

arding an “ongo-

ing dispute that [sh
e] was stil

l not conforming to 

The TWC contract, 
guidelines and policies,”

 after 

she was not satis
fied with ETCOG’s resp

onse. 

The next day, Law details, ETCOG term
inated 

Ex-contractor

pursues case

against area

council of

governments
See EAST TEXAS BLUE, Page 1

NEWS HERALD photo by JAMES DRAPER

Mikki Ellis p
lants a sign in support of Kilgore Police Office

rs and 

first 
responders Friday afternoon at St. Luke's United Methodist 

Church – th
e signs are free from Citizens Bank of Kilgore.

NEWS HERALD photos 

by CHELSEA KATZ

Keira George, 

of Tatum, 

performs her 

twirlin
g routine 

Wednesday 

evening in Kilgore 

College’s M
asters 

Gymnasium. 

(Right) Kilgore 

twirlers Jo
rdan 

and Madison Ware 

perform a routine 

they learned 

during the Tops in 

Twirlin
g camp.

See TWIRLERS, Page 1

See ROADWORK, Page 1

See ETCOG, Page 1

ETCOG 

declines

comment

on woman's

allegations

TSF opens children's sh
ow. Pg. 12
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Something old new 
no need to be blue

Coming next week:
A newspaper for 
Wood County

For more than a century and a half the Wood County Democrat and the Mineola Monitor 
have been (a) first, neighborly competitors and (b) later, sister publications in the 

same company. We’re taking that experience and all that institutional
 memory and building a new, more complete newspaper.

We’ll continue to report on our clubs, our churches, our children and our civic 
organizations just as we have since the mid-1800s. But we’ll also be adding staff to 

broaden our coverage of the communities and schools we’ve been missing, looking to 
establish  a presence in the crossroads communities that dot the county.

Same office locations • Same staff
Same subscription prices • Same phone numbers

(new email addresses and a new website, though)
And if you know someone with writing skills, 

we’d like to talk to them!

Call us: 903-569-2442, 903-763-4522
Joyce Hathcock

publisher@woodcountymonitor.com
Doris Newman, Mineola

editor@woodcountymonitor.com
Larry Tucker, Quitman

news@woodcountymonitor.com
Evan Dudley, Mineola

sports@woodcountymonitor.com
Brandi Box, Quitman

classifieds@woodcountymonitor.com
Larry Box, Quitman

 advertising@woodcountymonitor.com
Heather Trammell, Mineola

ads@woodcountymonitor.com

www.woodcountymonitor.com

Mineola’s Hometown newspaper since 1876
July 20, 2016

Vol. 141• No. 29 • One Section • 50 cents

www.facebook.com/MineolaMonitor

“We’re where you are!”

Calling on helpers 
for children

Page 4

Mineola school
registration 

Page 3

Local youth group
in Dallas during ambush

Page 4

Out & 
About

Disaster aid 
available to
Wood County

U.S. Small Business 
Administration loans 
are now being made 
available to people in 
Wood County who 
suff ered damage from 
storms from April 17 – 
30. The deadline to ap-
ply for these is Friday, 
July 29.

On the weekend of 
April 29 tornados struck 
the Lindale, Hawkins 
and Holly Lake Ranch 
areas. Mineola received 
approximately 10 inch-
es of rain that weekend.

The SBA works in 
partnership with the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Adminis-
tration, said Burl Kel-

Splash park grand opening announced
As sure as the slushy material that  lls the wooden forms sets up and hardens into concrete, the John J. and Reba Mey-ers Splash Park will soon become a real-ity. The grand opening is set for Saturday, July 30 at 10 a.m.
The cement for the sidewalk was poured last Tuesday and the center area on which children will play Friday morning. The pouring of the concrete was expected to 

be the milestone that would signal the completion is near for the park.
The contractor, Fritcher Construction Services, was expected to begin install-ing the water features yesterday or today (Wednesday). Prior to the concrete being poured, great care was taken to make cer-

tain that everything that ran on electric-ity was bonded as it needed to be. There will be a few days of testing and  ne tun-ing leading up to the grand opening in 10 days.

SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Friday morning saw the pouring of cement for the main part of the splash pad. A worker smoothes out the mixture which was to have a broom dragged over to give it a bit of a 
textured finish. (Monitor photos by Doris Newman)

Mood somber 
at memorial
service for
Dallas officers

BY LARRY TUCKER 
The Democrat staff

It was a somber and 
respectful gathering of 
law enforcement offi  -
cials and other  rst re-
sponders last Thursday 
morning on the lawn of 
the Wood County Jus-
tice Center.

Event organizer Toni 
Cole and Wood County 
Sheriff  Jim Brown wel-
comed and thanked 
those in att endance for 
coming. There were 
over 100 citizens among 
35 uniformed offi  cers 

Grand Saline woman treated and released after driving off Sabine  River bridgeA 21-year-old Grand Sa-
line young woman was 
treated and released from 
an accident in which her 
vehicle ran off  the Sabine 
River Bridge.

A spokesperson at East 
Texas Medical Center Hos-
pital in Tyler said Amanda 

Bailey was treated and re-
leased at the Tyler hospital 
where she had been taken.

The accident occurred on 
Saturday, July 9 and was 
reported at 11:10 p.m. 

The Texas Department of 
Public Safety reported that 
Bailey was westbound in 

the inside line in a Mitsubi-
shi Montero Sport and for 
an unknown reason “failed 
to travel in a single lane” 
traveling onto the concrete 
bridge railing. The vehicle 
went through the metal 
rail and fell approximately 
20 feet on the side of the 

bridge to the ground. 
The vehicle landed on the 

front left portion and then 
came to rest in an upright 
position. Bailey was wear-
ing her safety restraints and 
her airbags deployed. She 
was issued a ticket for fail-
ing to drive in a single lane. 

Public invited to ceremony on July 30

• The Mineola High 
School Student coun-
cil will host a blood 
drive Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Walmart parking lot. 
They plan to reward 
blood donors with ice 
cream.

• Mineola Healthcare 
Residence is hosting 
a talent show Friday 
starting at 3 p.m. No 
registration neces-
sary, just show up and 
perform. 

• The Mineola Youth 
Foundation is hosting 
the Girls 8-under State 
Tournament this week 
at the Mineola Youth 

MFD Rodeo Queen 
honors announced

The 54th annual Mineola Fire Depart-ment Rodeo has come and gone but Sky-ler Gregory of Winnsboro still has a year to enjoy her reign as 2016 Miss MFD Ro-deo Queen. 
Thirteen awards, including the title of rodeo queen, were hand-ed out to the four contestants Friday and Saturday, July 9-10, during the annual event held at the Mineola Fire Department rodeo area.
Gregory took the title of 2016 Miss MFD Rodeo Queen as well as awards for congeniality, people’s choice and horse-manship.
Kinley Roberts of Como was  rst runner-up and received awards in ticket sales and interview. Emily Wil-liams of Arp was awarded photogenic, along with top ticket sales and Kendell Blake of Sulphur Springs took home the sportsmanship award.
Blake and Gregory tied for appearance and Roberts and Williams tied for per-sonality. Hanna Davlin, of Mineola, was named 2016 MFD rodeo princess.

BY DORIS NEWMAN
The Monitor Staff

After 26 years, volunteers at the Mine-ola League of the Arts are beginning to see the second generation of campers come through their doors during their perenni-ally popular art camp. Last week marked another year of success for the Mineola nonpro t group.
Fifty-six dedicated league volunteers 

Skyler Gregory, 16, of Winnsboro, was awarded the title of 2016 Miss Mineola Fire Department Rodeo Queen on Saturday, July 10. (Photo courtesy of Madelyn Thompson)

Countless empty water bottles were used in this year’s art camp that featured glass artist Dale Chihuly. This chan-delier was one of many items that crafty art league members showed could be created using something everyone has available. Chihuly is known for creating series of glass creations, as well as gardens, chandeliers and towers all over the world. (Monitor photos by Doris Newman)

Callie White pauses from her metal art project during art camp. 

MLOTA teaches 
color, creativity 
and imagination

See ART CAMP, Page 12

See ABOUT, Page 9

See MEMORIAL, Page 9

See SBA AID, Page 7

See SPLASH, Page 9

Greg Hollen is excited 

to be the new city sec-

retary/administrator for 

Quitman. Hollen was 

selected on a 4-1 vote by 

the Quitman City Coun-

cil in a special meeting 

last Thursday evening. 

Hollen and his wife, 

Carol, live in Mineola, where they are 

active in First United Methodist Church 

Mineola. Hollen is a member the Mine-

ola Rotary Club and as a volunteer 

for Animal Preservation of East Texas 

(APET). He has a lengthy career in hu-

man resources, most recently with GAF 

Corporation, a 125 year old corporation 

with 3,500 employees with 28 facilities 

and $3.25 billion in sales making it the 

largest manufacturer of residential and 

commercial roong in North America.

Hollen is ready to get to work in Quit-

man. “I am excited about the opportuni-

ty to serve the good people of Quitman. 

I am really looking forward to meeting 

the citizens and getting to know every-

one,” Hollen said. “My number one 

priority will always be to respond to 

the needs of the people of Quitman and 

help build as strong a community as we 

can become. I am excited about getting 

to know everyone and getting involved 
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Hollen 

ready for 

Quitman 

challenge

Hollen named city 

administrator (again)

By Larry Tucker

Democrat Editor

It took an extra 12 days, but the Quit-

man City Council once again voted 4-1 

to hire Greg Hollen as the new city sec-

retary/administrator. The vote was the 

same as it was at the July 3 special meet-

ing when Quitman Mayor J.R. Evans re-

fused to sign the resolution to make it 

official because he felt like Hollen to did 

not meet criteria set forth in the job de-

scription. At that time, Aldermen David 

Dobbs, Randy Dunn, James Whitehurst, 

and Susan Resnik voted for the resolu-

tion to hire Hollen, while Kevin Gil-

breath was the dissenting vote.

The council began the evening with 

citizen’s comments and heard from 

three Quitman residents. They were 

former alderman and mayor pro tem 

Toni Cole, Quitman school board mem-

ber Jane Herring, and current alderman 

Randy Dunn.

Cole encouraged the council to recon-

sider their choices for the city secretary/

administrator position. “We have heard 

the voice of our citizens loud and clear. 

They have requested we hire someone 

local to do this job and we have failed 

them already one time and we are get-

ting ready to fail them again,” Cole cau-

tioned. “This is to say nothing negative 

about Mr. Hollen. I am sure he is a won-

SBA disaster assistance also available to Wood County

U.S. Small Business Administration 

loans are now being made available to 

people in Wood County who suffered 

damage from storms from April 17 – 

30. The deadline to apply for these is 

Friday, July 29.

On the weekend of April 29 torna-

dos struck the Lindale, Hawkins and 

Holly Lake Ranch areas. Mineola re-

ceived approximately 10 inches of 

rain that weekend.

The SBA works in partnership with 

the Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Administration, said Burl Kel-

ton, public information officer with 

the SBA. He said that while FEMA 

awards grants, they are very restrict-

ed. The SBA offers loans and they 

are available to businesses, property 

owners and renters.

Kelton encourages those affected to 

take the rst step of calling and begin-

ning the application process. People 

applying should complete the FEMA 

application process rst, he said, even 

if they are referred to the SBA. That is 

because if they are ineligible for help 

with the SBA, they may still be able to 

receive assistance from FEMA. If they 

do not nish the process, they won’t 

be able to access assistance.

Assistance for businesses is not 

Law enforcement officers from throughout the county reflected the somber mood at last week’s memorial honoring fallen Dallas Police Department officers.

(photo by Larry Tucker)

Somber mood reflected 

at memorial service

It was a somber and respectful gath-

ering of law enforcement officials and 

other rst responders last Thursday 

morning on the lawn of the Wood 

County Justice Center.

Event organizer Toni Cole and 

Wood County Sheriff Jim Brown wel-

comed and thanked those in atten-

dance for coming. There were over 

100 citizens among 35 uniformed of-

cers paying respect to the fallen of-

cers of the Dallas Police Department 

and fallen brothers and sisters in blue 

across the nation.  

Three area city chiefs of police were 

in attendance with many of their of-

cers on hand with them. Alba was 

represented by Chief Timmy Koonce, 

Mineola by Chief Chuck Bittner and 

Quitman’s Chief Kelly Cole, who 

spoke to the gathering. 

“Why we are here is a saddening 

thing. In 2015 all across America 130 

lives had been taken in the line of 

duty and 12 of those were in the state 

of Texas. In 2016, this year up to this 

date, 62 have lost their lives taken in 

the line of duty, 11 right here in the 

state of Texas” Cole reported. 

“Why do we do this? We do this be-

cause there is a calling. Why do we 

Wood County Color Guard member Mike Gilmore 

played Amazing Grace at the memorial service.

(photo by Larry Tucker)

Greg Hollen

Dale 
Cum-
mings 

will 
bring his 

oldies 

rock 
n’ roll 

show 
to open 

the Old 

Settlers 

Reunion 

Wednes-

day, 
August 

3 at 7 

p.m.

Old Settlers talent

line-up announced

The 114th annual Old Settlers Re-

union will have four nights of talent 

this year beginning August 3-6 this 

year. 
Dale “The C” Cummings will 

bring his rock n’ roll oldies show 

to the pavilion on Wednesday eve-

ning.  Thursday night will be a time 

to show off singing talent with kara-

oke by Randy Lindsey. There will be 

cash prizes for rst, second and third 

places. Friday night will feature gos-

pel singer Keith Irwin and Prodigal, 

Lindale, and Midnite Drive, a local 

band from the Alba area, will top off 

the reunion with a show Saturday 

night. All shows will begin at 7 p.m. 

each evening. 

Come early and take a seat at 

the Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwanis 

popular bingo site as you enter the 

grounds. There will be plenty of 

food opportunities this year with 

the Quitman Band Boosters serving 

up hamburgers, Quitman Rotary 

See SBA, Page 5

See MEMORIAL, Page 10

See SETTLERS, Page 7

See HOLLAND, Page 10

See QUITMAN, Page 10

Combining Resources, 
         Expanding Coverage
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