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By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Larry Tucker, a longtime 
Quitman-based news and 
sports journalist, was named 
Citizen of the Year at last 
week’s Quitman Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual banquet, 
which celebrated achieve-
ments in 2018 by individuals 
and businesses.

Sam Scroggins, recipient of 
last year’s award, introduced 
Tucker, calling him a major 
advocate for Quitman while 
Tucker worked at the Wood 
County Democrat and later 
the Wood County Monitor.

“He’s a true friend to Quit-
man,” Scroggins said. “He 
really wants to promote the 
good news.”

For many years, Tucker was 

posted in Quitman, where he 
worked as a news and sports 
writer as well as a sports ed-
itor and managing editor. In 
January, he became publisher 
at the Winnsboro News.

Along with his newspa-
per career, Tucker also spent 
many years as a coach at 
school districts such as Yantis 
and North Hopkins.

His father, Clent Tucker, 

won the Citizen of the Year 
award in Quitman 33 years 
ago.

“(My father) loved Quit-
man and he transferred that 
to me,” Tucker said. “Recent-
ly with my health, this town 
lifted me up. And I wouldn’t 
be alive if it weren’t for Quit-
man.”

Tucker has served on the 
Old Settlers Reunion board, 

and he received last year’s 
Community Spirit Award. 
He is a past-president of the 
Carroll Green Civic Center 
board.

As for the other Quitman 
Chamber awards, the beauti-
fication award went to Bird’s 
Restoration and Cleaning for 
their efforts to help the com-
munity.

Faith Baptist Church pas-

tor Mike Midkiff received the 
Clergy of the Year award.

“I’m honored to be recog-
nized as clergy of the year 
for this great city,” Midkiff 
said. “One of the great things 
about Quitman is we know 
one another and we help one 
another.

Katrina Davis of Caring 

The Mineola Chamber of Commerce’s annual awards 
banquet will be held Thursday, March 7 at the Mineola 
Civic Center. Doors open at 6 p.m. and dinner begins at 
6:30 p.m.

At 10:45 a.m. Saturday, a complimentary ride on the Iron 
Horse Square mini train will be offered and all former em-
ployees of the Texas & Pacific Railroad and their families 
are invited to attend, along with the public, a special trib-
ute to Mineola’s history. The tribute will commence at 11 
a.m. at the Pavilion west of Mineola Union Pacific Depot.

The Lake Country Symphonic Band begins its 2019 sea-
son at the historic Select Theater in downtown Mineola. 
Shows begin at 2 p.m. on March 10 and 7:30 p.m. on March 
12. Call the box office at 903-569-2300 to make your reser-
vations.

2014 ........$467,650 .................$295,909............................. $0 ......... 0.535640
2015 ..........$22,156 .................$196,008............................. $0 ......... 0.547418
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2017 ....... $825,090 .................$243,203............................. $0 ......... 0.562410
2018 .....$1,105,332 ................. $424,013................... $211,793 ......... 0.562410
YTD ‘19 ................................... $564,013................... $351,274
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Financial $napshot

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

The City of Mineola has 
come a long way since the 
darks days of 2015 when it 
nearly ran out of money to 
operate. On Feb. 25, it re-
ceived a clean bill of health 
from its annual financial au-
dit, which was presented to 
the City Council. 

“We didn’t find anything 
alarming or concerning,” 
Jon Watson of the CPA firm 
BrooksWatson & Co. told 
the council. “Generally, the 
city did a real good job.”

The same could not be 
said in the later part of 2015.

Fiscal 2015 ended with 
just $22,156 in the city’s 

unassigned fund balance, 
a plunge of $445,494 from 
the previous year. Also, the 
city’s investment account 
had dropped from $295,909 
in 2014 to just $46,008 by the 
end of fiscal 2016, according 
to city records. 

Fiscal 2018 concluded 
with an unassigned fund 
balance of $1.015 million, 
up $190,242 from the pre-
vious year. That $1.015 mil-
lion represents 22% of gen-
eral fund expenditures in 
fiscal 2018, up from 19% the 
year before and up from 0% 
in 2015. “We want 25 per-
cent; we think that would 
be a comfortable place,” 
said City Manager Mercy 
Rushing, who noted that an 

even loftier goal would be 
50 percent.

The city’s general fund in-
vestment account last week 
stood at $564,013. It had an 
additional $351,274 in its 
water utility investment ac-
count, a pot of money that 
did not exist until 2017.

Rushing credited the 
turnaround to a period of 
drastic belt-tightening, a 
temporary freeze on wages 
and salaries, a tax increase 
of 2.73 percent, and money 
from the Meredith Founda-
tion, which allowed the city 
to use the cash to shore up 
its financial position. Since 
2015, the city also has im-
plemented numerous pro-
cedures to control costs and 

maximize revenues. Among 
other things, it initiated 
franchise fees for garbage 
removal, got aggressive in 
collecting fines and past 
due payments, began taking 
online payments, cracked 
down on big payouts for 
comp time, restricted fund 
transfers, refinanced debt, 
and initiated direct deposit 
for employees.

Rushing was elevated to 
top administrator in April 
2016, and Cindy Karch be-
came finance manager in 
May 2016. The council’s 
direction to the new team 
was straight forward: “The 
council tasked us to grow 

Kloefkorn resigns as Quitman administrator
By ZAK WELLERMAN

news@woodcountymonitor.com

The Quitman City Council unan-
imously accepted the resignation 
of City Secretary/Administrator 
Andrew Kloefkorn during a spe-
cial meeting Monday. The open 
spot was offered to Rodney Kieke. 

Kloefkorn, who began with the 
city in August, will receive 30 days 
severance pay. Had he not agreed 
to resign after the council’s rough-
ly hour-long executive session, the 

council could have removed him 
for malfeasance and misfeasance 
in accordance with Texas Local 
Government Code 22.077, accord-
ing to a handwritten resolution 
crafted during the closed session.

According to Jim McLeroy, the 
attorney for the City of Quitman, 
malfeasance and misfeasance 
mean Kloefkorn did things con-
trary to what the city believed his 
job description required. 

 Kloefkorn did not make any 
comments during the meeting re-

lated to his resignation.
Quitman Mayor David Dobbs 

said he believes Quitman will re-
bound quickly from the change in 
administrative leadership.

“I have a confidence that the City 
of Quitman will continue to move 
forward in a way that our citizens 
will be proud to call this town 
home,” Dobbs said.

After accepting the resignation, 
council members made three mo-
tions on how to proceed with a re-
placement. 

Alderman J.R. Evans suggested 
having talks not to extend beyond 
30 days with two or three candi-
dates who the council reviewed 
prior to hiring Kloefkorn. Alder-
woman Susan Resnik recommend-
ed doing the same as soon as possi-
ble, but if necessary, the city could 
open up the position for more ap-
plications.

Mayor Pro Tem Randy Dunn 
made the motion to offer Kieke the 
city secretary/ administrator job for 
a 90-day probationary period. The 

council voted 4-1 in favor of offer-
ing him the job. Evans opposed the 
decision, saying he believes the 
city could be missing out on other 
candidates.

As of Tuesday morning, Kieke, 
who previously had interviewed 
for the job, had not yet accepted 
the interim position. 

 “The council has met him before 
and they liked him,” Dobbs said. 
“They selected Andrew because he 

City of Mineola financial picture brighter

This Week in Your Neighborhood

Larry Tucker named Quitman Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year
LARRY TUCKER MIKE MIDKIFF JAMIE WYATT MARY ANN NICHOLS CHRIS WILLIAMS

Commissioners, judge differ on 
industrial commission task force

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Wood County commis-
sioners on Friday raised 
concerns about County 
Judge Lucy Hebron’s blue 
ribbon task force on the 
Wood County Industrial 
Commission (WCIC). Com-
missioners zeroed in on a 
number of issues, including 
the advisory panel’s pur-
pose and its membership. 

On Jan. 11, Hebron an-
nounced plans to create the 
task force. A resolution au-
thorizing the task force was 

tabled by commissioners 
on Feb. 22, and the March 
1 workshop was scheduled. 
Commissioners took no ac-
tion at Friday’s meeting au-
thorizing the task force.

WCIC is tasked with busi-
ness retention and expan-
sion as well as bringing in 
new businesses to unin-
corporated communities of 
Wood County. The WCIC 
also is charged with pro-
moting tourism throughout 
the area.

The advisory group is to 

See FINANCE, Page 9A

See WCIC, Page 4A
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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calendar, email editor@
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569-2442 or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTICAL JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., 
Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-
5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2573
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month,, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Mon. 11 
a.m.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 404 S. Main Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street, Mineola.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
ALZHEIMER SUPPORT GROUP (sponsored by Pilot Club) 
first Monday, 11 a.m., Red Dome restaurant in Quitman, 903-
569-5237.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-
0348. All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
6:30 p.m., 102 West Broadway, in Winnsboro. 903-752-0913 
or 903-7675338.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday. 903-569-0505 or 903-563-9542.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 36 QUITMAN - meets Sunday, 4:30 
p.m., Scout House behind First United Methodist Church. Dan-
ny King, 903-521-5930.
BOY SCOUTS TROOP 385 MINEOLA - Tuesdays 7 p.m., 
Mineola Methodist Education Bldg. New boys/alums welcome! 
Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BOY SCOUTS TROOP 180 WINNSBORO - Tuesdays 6:30 
p.m., Church of Christ. New boys/alums welcome! Tex Willis 
903-816-0638
BOY SCOUTS TROOP 379 WINNSBORO - Tuesdays 7 p.m., 
City Bldg @ Walker Park. New boys/alums welcome! Sherry 
McGovern 903-335-9744
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
Mineola, first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
BREAKING FREE - meeting place for families and friends of 
addicts and alcoholics. Monday, 7 p.m., 971 E. Goode St., Quit-
man, 903-497-6149.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church On the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens, Quit-
man. 903-763-4588.
THE CORVETTES OF WOOD COUNTY – First Saturday of 
the month at 9 a.m. Richie’s Grill, corner of U.S. 80 and FM 14 
in Hawkins. Open to any Corvette owner.
COUNSELING CHRISTIAN GUIDANCE CENTER - 903-850-
3858 or ibarnes@texascellnet.com.
CUB SCOUTS PACK 391 HAWKINS - meets Sundays, 5 p.m., 
Scout Hut, FUMC. New boys, alums welcome. Scott Randall, 
903-203-7901.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION - first Sat-
urday except June, July, August and December, 12 p.m. Har-
vest Acres Baptist Church, 460 NW Loop 564, Mineola. 903-
343-1474.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August  & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
DELPHIAN LITERARY CLUB - first Wednesday, 569-6794 or 
569-3586.
DRUG AND ALCOHOL AWARENESS - 7 p.m. Friday, Seventh 
Day Adventist Church, Ronny Polley 768-2992.
DUPLICATE BRIDGE ACBL games - Wednesday and Friday, 
10:30 a.m., Masonic Lodge, 882-1335.
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-638-
6420.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportunity 
to meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy 
Johnson, 903-383-3433

FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 9:30 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Charla Martin, president, 903-638-6389
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 
the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, bridge, lessons, Bin-
go and card games. Quitman
FOUKE-LAKE HAWKINS CRIME WATCH - third Thursday, 7 
p.m., Fouke Community Center
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday, Quitman.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED CLASSES, FREE - Sand Spring Baptist Church. Monday 
and Tuesday, 9 a.m. to noon, or 6-9 p.m. 903-768-3239 or 903-
569-9350.
GED FREE PREPARATORY CLASS - each Thursday 4 - 6 
p.m. concurrent with QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 
202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
GIRL SCOUTS MINEOLA TROOP 3 - building girls of courage, 
confidence, and character, who make the world a better place! 
All girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome! Monday, 5-6:30 
p.m., September-May, Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, 
Crystal Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER - second Tuesday, 6 
p.m. Members bring a covered dish and enjoy an evening of 
fellowship. Center is located at FM 49 and 778, 903-769-1091.
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HAWKINS LIONS CLUB - second and fourth Tuesday at the 
depot in Willful Crossing.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT - first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
IRIS GARDEN CLUB-GOLDEN - first Monday, Septem-
ber-May, Golden United Methodist Church. 903-765-3000.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center Dog-
wood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-2557.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
Red Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola High School Band Hall. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFÉ, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:45 to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities are 
offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, art, 
and music. People in the area are invited. There is no charge. 
For more information call 903 769-2091.
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 7 p.m., in 
high school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB - second and fourth Thursday, noon, 
Mineola Country Club, 903-638-1596; 903-569-3340.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m.
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - last 
Monday, 6 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 569-6944. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE - first and third Tuesday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 569-2776.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Dogwood Room, 
Mineola Civic Center.
MINEOLA ROTARY RECYCLING – third Saturday, 8:30-11:30 
a.m., Walmart parking lot. Cardboard, paper and plastic accept-
ed.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 9:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 903-497-1162; Dominoes & other games.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD - Tuesday, 8:30 a.m., and Friday, 
9:30 a.m.
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD - Wednesday and Thurs-
day, 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., business meeting fourth Thursday, 
9:30 am.
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first, second and third Thursday, 9:30 
am; business meeting first Thursday.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome,, 903-569-8877.
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD - Tuesday, 1 p.m. Business 
meeting first Tuesday..
MONDAY NIGHT KNITS - 6-8 p.m. Monday, Golden Methodist 
Fellowship Hall. 903-768-2540.
NORTHEAST TEXAS PARATROOPERS ASSOCIATION - third 
Saturday at 7:30 a.m. at Red Dome Smokehouse in Quitman.
OPEN HEART MINISTRY - third Friday, 7 p.m., Mineola Civic 
Center.
OVERCOMERS RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP - Monday, 
7-8 p.m., Whispering Pines Church of the Nazarene, located 
on CR 3811, Hawkins
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL OF MINEOLA ELEMENTARY 
- first Tuesday, 8:15 a.m., elementary library,
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., First 
Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 903-
629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second and fourth Tuesday, 6 
p.m. Mineola Civic Center. 903-569-5237.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - at First Baptist Church in Quit-
man. First Tuesday 1-3:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 903-763-
8101.
QUILTS OF VALOR GROUP, STITCHIN’ ANGELS, meet the 
last Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific 
St., Mineola, to make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN CHILD ADVOCACY GROUP - third Thursday, 10 
a.m., 403 Conger in Quitman. The public is welcome.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - second and fourth Tuesday, 6:30 
p.m., Peralta’s Restaurant. Contact any Lions Club member to 
donate your used eyeglasses for recycling to the needy.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Quitman 
Public Library. 903-383-5075.

QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thurs., noon, UT Health Quitman 
Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – 2nd Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN CLUB OF WINNSBORO - fourth Monday, 7 
p.m., 903-342-0575.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Red Dome, Quitman, 903 383 2121.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Thursday of odd months, 6:30 p.m., Red Dome Smokehouse 
meeting room. 903-253-3635.
STROKE SURVIVORS & APHASIA CLUB OF EAST TEXAS 
- fourth Wednesday, 6-7 p.m., First Baptist Church Quitman, 
903-878-2392.
TEXAS INMATE FAMILIES ASSOCIATION - second Tuesday, 
6:30-8 p.m., First Christian Church Tyler, Broadway & Loop, 
903-839-2349.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Thursdays on Mercy Ships property, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 903-882-
0887.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - every 
three months on third Monday, Wood County Courthouse, 5:30 
p.m.. 903-763-2123.
UTU AUXILIARY MORNING STAR LODGE #851 - third Mon-
day (except July and August), 11:30 a.m
VFW LADIES AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Re-
cruiting new members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
Quitman Public Library. 903-763-1210 or e-mail mkyoung97@
peoples.com.net
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m, Wood County Extension Office.
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Tuesday, 6 p.m., 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 p.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 to noon, all levels of ex-
perience welcome. Come at 8:45 in the kitchen of the Stinson 
house for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 2-story 
white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., Wood County Justice Center courtroom. 
The public is invited. 903-763-2201 or 903-569-6294.
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. 903-383-7036 or www.wood-
countydem.org.
WOOD COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Monday, 
January through May and September through November, 7 
p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY HEALTH DEPT. IMMUNIZATION CLINIC - 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 9-11 a.m., and 1-3 p.m., third 
Monday, 1-6 p.m. Public Health Department offices, 213 W. 
Bermuda, Quitman, 763-5406.
WOOD COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT - second Monday, 7 
p.m., hospital conference room in Quitman. Public invited.
WOOD COUNTY PCT. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – first 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 
2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSO-
CIATION - third Monday, September-December, and Febru-
ary-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity 
Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All retired school personnel 
are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m. (execu-
tive session), 7 open meeting, school cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

A story in the Feb. 20 edi-
tion of the Wood County 
Monitor about a motion to 
dismiss indictments filed 
against former Wood County 
Sheriff James A. Brown con-
tained an error.

The story incorrectly stated 
that 402nd District Judge Jeff 
Fletcher had granted John 
Winston Forrester injunctive 
relief to prevent Brown or 
personnel under his control 
from blocking Forrester’s ac-

cess to an oil well. Actually, 
it was District Judge Tim Bo-
swell who granted an agreed 
temporary injunction prohib-
iting Brown from interfering 
with Forrester’s right to use 
the access easement to the 
well.

The temporary injunction 
died when Forrester did not 
pursue action to make it per-
manent.

The Wood County Monitor 
regrets the error.

The Mineola Landmark 
Commission, Mineola ISD 
Junior Historians, and the 
City of Mineola will sponsor 
a program Saturday, March 9, 
commemorating the move of 
the Texas & Pacific Railroad 
Terminus from Longview to 
Mineola, which was complet-
ed in March 1929.

 All former employees of 
Texas & Pacific Railroad and 
their families are invited to 
attend with the public for this 
special tribute to Mineola’s 
history. At 10:45 a.m. a com-

plimentary ride on the Iron 
Horse Square mini train will 
be offered and the program 
will commence at 11 a.m. at 
the Pavilion west of Mineola 
Union Pacific Depot. In case 
of inclement weather, the 
train ride will be reset Satur-
day, March 16.

Attendees are encouraged 
to bring photos of T&P em-
ployees, T&P engines, T&P 
workplace, etc. These will 
be scanned on sight and re-
turned to the owner. Also, 
unique T&P memorabilia 

may be brought for show and 
tell and shared remembrance. 

Refreshments will be served 
following the ceremony and a 
tour will be given of the Mod-
el Train & Pictorial Railroad 
Exhibit in the depot.

Prior to the ceremony, T&P 
employees or a family mem-
ber are asked to fill out a bi-
ographical information form 
that can be found online at 
www.Mineola.com. Informa-
tion will be preserved for fu-
ture generations in Mineola’s 
historical archives. 

The mission of Mineola’s 
Landmark Commission is to 
preserve the history of Min-
eola.  Mineola has been rec-
ognized as a National Main 
Street City by the National 
Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion and Mineola’s down-
town district is listed in the 
National Registry of Historic 
Places. For more information, 
contact Doris Newman, Min-
eola Main Street Manager, at 
City Hall by calling 903-569-
6183 or email mainstreet@
mineola.com.  

Mineola to celebrate 90th anniversary of Texas & Pacific Railroad

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

One Quitman High senior will 
compete against students across 
the state in a cupcake battle in 
April.

Allyson Corrior advanced to the 
Texas Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America State 
cupcake competition after placing 
fourth at Regionals in Waco last 
month. The state contest will be 
held April 3-6 in Dallas.

Each year, a team of six goes to 
the regional contest. Kasey Davis, 
Dylan Coe, Alantis Derouin, Gavin 
Derryberry and Molly Park com-
peted with Corrior this year, culi-
nary arts teacher Rena Brown said.

Corrior came in 11th place in the 
state and first at regionals last year.

She enjoys expressing herself 
through baking cupcakes.

“Just being creative with it and 
show people what your personali-
ty is through the cupcake,” Corrior 
said. “It’s exciting but nervous be-
cause you have two hours to cook 

in front of the judges.”
In addition to having two hours 

to cook, entrants have to make a 
presentation for the cupcakes. Par-
ticipants have to be interviewed 
by the judges and explain how the 
cupcake is prepared. They also 
have to declare how much the cup-
cake costs and how much profit it 
will make when sold.

Playing on her name for the 
theme, Corrior uses Alice in Won-
derland decorations for her pre-
sentation.

Brown said Corrior is easy to 
work with and takes direction 
well.

“I’m very proud of Allyson and I 
think she’ll do well. I’m hopeful,” 
Brown said.

Brown and Corrior are working 
together to get the cupcake recipe 
ready to impress the judges. The 
recipe has to become second na-
ture for Corrior to bake within the 
two hours.

“We always look for something 
extra to push hers over the top,” 
Brown said.

Quitman High School senior Allyson Corrior with her regional cupcake contest 
plaques from this year and the last.

Quitman High School senior to compete in state cupcake battle

Allyson Corrior’s Alice in Wonderland cupcake display for 
her contest presentation. 
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MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

1225 W Loop 564 • Mineola, Tx. 75773
The Pecan House

Tuesday though Saturday
10 a.m. until 5 p.m.

www.MineolaPecanHouse.com
903-569-3437

(HOURS WILL CHANGE MARCH 31) Mineola First United Methodist Church - Loving God, Sharing Faith, Serving Neighbors
612 N Newsom St. - Mineola, TX 75773  |  (903) 569-5426

Contemporary Services - Sundays 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in the Ministries Center
Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.   |   Traditional Service - Sundays 10:50 a.m. in the Sanctuary

{

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT
REVIVAL STARTS SUNDAY, MARCH 17

 For many years the First United Methodist Church of Mineola 
had a wonderful Pastor named Bob Johnson. Under his leadership 
the church purchased, paid for, and renovated the Ministries Center 
on North Newsom, which became home to two worship services, 
Caring and Sharing, His Kids, various Bible Studies, various 
community events, Chair Yoga, Exercise Classes, and a great many 
other ministries and community-building events.  He also helped 
start the Tuesday Morning Men’s Bible Study and many other long-
lasting projects. In December of last year he retired after many years 
of successful ministry here and in Houston.

          On Sunday, March 17 he will return to Mineola to lead a 
three-day Revival.  YOU are invited!  

          He will preach Sunday morning in the Ministries Center at 
8:30 a.m.   His scripture will be Genesis 1:1-28 and the sermon will 
be entitled “The Genesis Project: What Is It and How It Can Foster 
Unity.”  At 10:50 in the Sanctuary on North Pacific he will preach 
again.  On Sunday night at 7:00 p.m., again in the Sanctuary he will 
preach on Ezekiel 10:9-18.  His sermon will be entitled “The Genesis 
Project in the Old Testament.”  After worship we will move to the 
Fellowship Hall for a time of Refreshment.  The Sisterhood in Christ 
will host this time of celebration.

          On Monday we will gather at Noon in the Ministries 
Center at 612 North Newsom.  First, we will enjoy light lunch 
provided by the Fellowship Committee.  Then at 12:30 we 

will have a short time of worship.  The music will be provided by 
“Audience of One” and Brother Bob will deliver a sermon based on 
Genesis 3:1-24.  It will be entitled “The Garden of Eden and the 
Destruction of the Four Key Relationships.”  On Monday night at 
7:00 p.m. we will worship, again with music provided by “Audience 
of One,” as Brother Bob preaches from Luke 3:1-6.  His sermon will 
be entitled “Jesus Fulfills the Genesis Project: What That Means for 
Our Relationship.”  Afterward in the Court of Praise we will have 
refreshments and fellowship provided by St. Paul’s Missionary 
Baptist Church.

          On Tuesday we will again gather at Noon in the Ministries 
Center at 612 Newsom.  Again, we will first have a light lunch 
provided by the Fellowship Committee.  Then at 12:30 we will again 
have a brief worship service.  The music will be provided by the 
8:30 Praise Band.  Brother Bob’s sermon will come from various 
scripture readings in both the Old and New Testaments.  His 
sermon will be entitled “A Closer Look at the Biblical Description 
of ‘God’s Dwelling’ Among Us.”  That evening, on the final service 
of the Revival, Brother Bob will again preach in the Ministries 
Center.  His sermon will be based on I Corinthians 3:1-4 and will be 

entitled, “The Genesis Project: Why Jesus Had to Die.” A time 
of refreshment will follow, again hosted by the Sisterhood in 
Christ.        YOU are Invited!  Come Be Blessed.

Wood County won top 
spots in all contests at the 
District 4-H Food Extrava-
ganza.

The teams were coached 
by Colleene McMurphy. 

Results include the fol-
lowing:

DISTRICT 4-H FOOD SHOW
Jackson Wallis-1st Place Jr. 

Bread & Cereals
Raleigh Rhodes-2nd Place 

Jr. Fruit & Vegetables
Helena Bautista-1st Place 

Intermediate Fruit & Vege-
tables

Amanita Bautista-2nd 
Place Intermediate Nutri-
tious Snacks

Kasey Rhodes-5th Place 
Intermediate Main Dish

Kierney Wallis-1st Place 
Senior Bread & Cereals

Jenna Haney-1st Place Se-
nior Fruit & Vegetables

District Food/Nutrition 
Poster Contest

Raleigh Rhodes-2nd Place 

Junior Poster
Jackson Wallis-3rd Place 

Junior Poster
Sierra Lindley-5th Place 

Junior Poster
Kasey Rhodes-2nd Place 

Intermediate Poster
Hannah Bowles-3rd Place 

Intermediate Poster
Kierney Wallis-3rd Place 

Senior Poster
District Nutrition Quiz 

Bowl Contest
1st Place Junior Team—

Maggie Finley, Sierra Lind-
ley, Raleigh Rhodes, Jack-
son Wallis

1st Place Intermediate 
Team-Luke Appleman, 
Katelyn de Gorostiza, Ka-
sey Rhodes

2nd Place Senior 
Team-Jenna Haney, Alexus 
Haught, Kierney Wallis

District 4-H Food Chal-
lenge Contest

2nd Place Junior Team—
Maggie Finley, Sierra Lind-

ley, Raleigh Rhodes, Jack-
son Wallis

2nd Place Intermediate 
Team-Katelyn de Gorostiza, 
Tanner Masterson, Kasey 
Rhodes

3rd Place Senior Team-Jen-
na Haney, Alexus Haught, 
Kierney Wallis

Participation- Mixed Age 
Team- Luke Appleman, 
Makenzy Driver, Emily 
Swan

DISTRICT 4-H AG PRODUCT ID 
CONTEST

1st Place Junior 
Team-Maggie Finley, Sierra 
Lindley, Raleigh Rhodes, 
Jackson Wallis

1st Place Junior Individu-
al-Jackson Wallis

5th Place Junior Individu-
al-Raleigh Rhodes

5th Place Senior Individu-
al-Kierney Wallis

Participation/Individu-
als—Katie de Gorostiza, 
Jenna Haney, Kasey Rhodes

Wood County 4-H’ers win big at district food extravaganza

Nutrition Quiz & Challenge Teams: Front Row (L-R):  Sierra Lindley, Maggie Finley, and MaKenzy Driver; Middle Row 
(L-R):  Luke Appleman, Kasey Rhodes, Jackson Wallis, Raleigh Rhodes, Tanner Masterson; Back Row (L-R): Emily 
Swan, Jenna Haney, and Colleene McMurphy; Not pictured are: Katie DeGorostiza, Alexus Haught, Kierney Wallis, and 
Hannah Bowles.

Despite increased com-
petition, Quitman Young 
Farmers still brought home 
the bacon at the 2019 Spring 
Livestock Show on Feb. 23.

The show, hosted by 
Quitman, had a total of 177 
entries, an increase of 50 
compared to last spring’s 
livestock show.  Quitman 
students stood out, earn-
ing 34 awards in multiple 
contests, including steers, 
breeding heifers, commer-
cial heifers, dairy heifers, 
hogs and goats.

The following are Quit-
man students’ livestock 
show results:

STEERS
• Brenley von Reyn: 

third place in class steer
• Sierra Williams: 

fifth place in class steer
LAMBS

• Elijah Hean: sev-
enth place in class lamb

GOATS
• Joey Teter: seventh 

place in class goat
• Kinlee Baker: sec-

ond place in class goat
HOGS

• Aleigh Farnham: 
second place in class hog/

cross
• Brooke Lee: fifth 

place in class hog/cross
• Hunter Wilcox: 

third place in class hog/ 
cross

• Kameran Farnham: 
first place in class hog/
hamp and reserve breed 
champion hog/hamp

• Addison Glidewell: 
third place in class hog/
hamp

• Caleb Hamby: third 
place in class hog/York

• Brooke Lee: first 
place in class hog/York, 
breed champion in hog/
York and grand champion 
hog

BREEDING HEIFERS
• Marcus Pollard: sec-

ond place in class Beefmas-
ter

• Kathryn Hudman: 
first place in class Santa 
Gertrudis and reserve breed 
champion Santa Gertrudis

• Kori Hammond: 
first place in class Angus 
and breed champion Angus

• Avery von Reyn: re-
serve breed champion Her-
eford and reserve division 
champion British

• Brenley von Reyn: 
second place in class Lim-
ousin

• Hunter Hart: first 
place in class Chianina and 
breed champion Chianina

• Isabelle Hart: first 
place in class Chianina and 
reserve breed Chianina

COMMERCIAL HEIFERS
• Joisalyn Tarno: sec-

ond place in class commer-
cial heifer

• Kori Hammond: 
second place in class com-
mercial heifer, first place in 
class commercial heifer and 
grand champion commer-
cial heifer

• Avery von Reyn: 
third place in class commer-
cial heifer

DAIRY HEIFERS
• Nicholas O’Neal: 

grand champion dairy heif-
er

• Alexis O’Neal: re-
serve champion dairy heifer

“This show helps our stu-
dents get prepared for the 
Wood County Junior Live-
stock Show on April 4-6,” 
said Quitman agricultural 
sciences teacher and FFA 
adviser Brant Lee.

Quitman spring livestock show sees higher turnout

Brenley von Reyn shows one of her entries during the Quitman Young Farmers spring livestock show on Feb. 23. 
(Monitor photo by Zak Wellerman).
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Mineola Animal Shelter

Sponsored by these Mineola businesses:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs and cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

This six-month-old female 
cat is housebroken and 
loves to play. She would 
make a great pet.

Ginger is a one-year-old 
female lab mix. She gets 
along well with most dogs, 
is housebroken and up to 
date on her shots.

Can you provide 
a forever home 

for one of them? 

Lake Country Animal Clinic
1124 FM 564

(903)569-5418

Kitchens Hardware/Deli
119 E. Broad

(903)569-2664

Better Hearing
                  Starts here......

In Lindale we offer:
 Comprehensive hearing exam
 Full explanation of exam results
 60 Day-100% money back guarantee
 Discreet “Brain Hearing” technology
 Specializing, difficult to help conditions

Call for a free hearing exam (yes it’s free)
903-881-5753

East Texas Hearing Solutions
1437 South Main St., Lindale

Serving East Texans over forty years

Hearing Loss is no Joke!
I know. Because of my hearing loss I wear aids

and thank GOD every day for them.

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Traffic stops by police de-
partments in Mineola and 
Quitman in 2018 tracked pro-
portionately with the demo-
graphics of those cities. Also, 
neither police department re-
ported any instance of bodily 
harm arising from a traffic 
stop.

In Mineola, police con-
ducted 4,334 traffic stops in 
2018, resulting in 1,641 cita-
tions, 2,617 verbal warnings, 
20 written warnings and 56 
arrests. Those numbers and 
others are contained in the 
department’s annual racial 
profiling report, which was 
made available to the City 
Council last week.

According to U.S. Census 
data, the city’s population 

stands at about 4,550, though 
some estimates show it ex-
ceeding 4,600. According to 
Census data, roughly 72 
percent of the city is white, 
14 percent is black, and 13 
percent is Latino/Hispanic. 
A smattering of other ethnic-
ities account for the remain-
der.

The Police Department re-
ported making 3,191 stops of 
white drivers in 2018, which 
accounts for 73.6 percent of 
all stops. It reported making 
562 stops of black drivers, or 
12.9 percent of all stops. Po-
lice stopped Hispanic/Latino 
drivers 551 times, accounting 
for 12.7 percent of all stops.

In Quitman, police made 
1,315 total stops in 2018, re-
sulting in 611 verbal warn-
ings, 223 written warnings, 
465 citations and 16 arrests, 

according to its profiling re-
port. Whites accounted for 
1,109 of all stops, or 84.3 per-
cent. Police pulled over black 
drivers 97 times, accounting 
for 7.3 percent of stops. His-
panic/Latino drivers were 
stopped 103 times, account-
ing for 7.8 percent of all stops. 
Quitman’s white population 
is about 87 percent; black, 4 
percent; and Hispanic/Lati-
no, 6 percent.

The Texas Legislature 
passed a law in September 
2001 that prohibits racial pro-
filing by Texas peace officers. 
Since then, police agencies in 
Texas have been required to 
collect citation-based contact 
data for the purpose of iden-
tifying and addressing (if 
necessary) concerns regard-
ing racial profiling practices 
by police officers.

A Mineola motorist was 
involved in an automo-
bile accident Saturday, 
March 2, in Upshur County 
that claimed the life of an 
18-year-old Big Sandy man, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Public Safety (DPS).

Joshua Lee James Odum 
died Sunday, March 3, at 
Christus Mother Francis 
Hospital-Tyler, where he 

was taken after the crash, 
according to the DPS.

The DPS reported that a 
two-vehicle crash occurred 
at 3:21 p.m. Saturday on 
U.S. 80, one mile west of 
Gladewater. A preliminary 
crash investigation revealed 
that the driver of a 2013 Ford 
F-150, Cody Lindley, 34, of 
Mineola was traveling east 
on U.S. 80 when his pickup 

collided with a 2001 Acura 
passenger car parked legal-
ly on the eastbound shoul-
der of the roadway, accord-
ing to the DPS. Odum had 
stopped and was standing 
at his mailbox when the col-
lision occurred.

The crash remained un-
der investigation earlier this 
week, according to the DPS.

Mineola driver involved in fatal Upshur County wreck

Industrial commission established to promote business
By ZAK WELLERMAN

news@woodcountymonitor.com

The Wood County Indus-
trial Commission established 
bylaws in 1992 with the pur-
pose of undertaking ways of 
promoting development of 
business, industry and com-
merce in the county, including 
new and existing businesses.

Discussions to have a WCIC 
full-time economic devel-

opment employee started in 
1995. In February 1996, WCIC 
director Robie Ingle presented 
a budget for the reminder for 
1995/96, and it was approved 
in commissioners’ court.

According to the WCIC 
bylaws, membership on the 
board consists of represen-
tatives from Alba, Hawkins, 
Mineola, Quitman, Winns-
boro, and Yantis, as well as 
at-large representatives. City 

mayors appoint three repre-
sentatives for their town. The 
Wood County judge appoints 
one member from Golden and 
up to two from Holly Lake 
Ranch. Jarvis Christian Col-
lege may appoint up to two 
representatives to the board. 
Representatives serve a two-
year term each.

Each of the cities in Wood 
County pay a fee based on 
population, which goes to-

ward the WCIC executive 
director’s salary. For each res-
ident, the city pays $1.57. City 
governments sign inter-local 
agreements each year with 
the county, agreeing to the 
payment. For fiscal year 2018-
19, Alba paid in $1,000; Haw-
kins paid in $2,006; Quitman 
paid in $3,187; Winnsboro 
paid in $5,391.38; Yantis paid 
in $609.16; and Mineola paid 
in $7,088.55.

WCIC oversees unclaimed 
capital credits (UCC) funds, 
which are unclaimed credits 
from the Wood County Elec-
tric Cooperative distributed 
by the state comptroller. Since 
about 2016, UCC funds have 
been distributed as grants 
to assist local businesses for 
economic development and 
tourism.

Distribution of the coun-
ty Hotel Occupancy Taxes 

(HOT) funds is another re-
sponsibility of WCIC. The 
Wood County tax office col-
lects the county portion of ho-
tel taxes in the unincorporat-
ed areas, while the Industrial 
Commission decides where 
to direct the funds. An em-
phasis is placed on “heads in 
beds” when choosing where 
the funds go, such as multiple 
day festivals or fishing tour-
naments at area lakes.

Local police stops parallel demographics

submit non-binding recom-
mendations or improve-
ments for the WCIC within 
90 days and report back to 
commissioners. WCIC Ex-
ecutive Director Kiki Bettis 
declined comment on Fri-
day’s workshop.

Hebron has named to 
the panel BTH Bank Vice 
Chairman Troy Robinson, 
WCIC board member Neal 
Duncan, Winnsboro City 
Administrator Craig Lind-
holm, Mineola Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Vic Savelli, Mineola Mayor 
Kevin White and Precinct 
3 Commissioner Mike Sim-
mons. Robinson serves as 
chairman. 

Friday’s workshop began 
by Hebron saying the In-
dustrial Commission has 
been around about 25 years, 
and she wants to establish 
the task force with a nod to-
ward the future.

She read a letter from 
Robinson on behalf of the 
task force. The letter stated 
the task force’s goal is “to 
review the effectiveness 
and structure of WCIC for 
all citizens of Wood Coun-
ty,” which, he claims, has 
likely never been done since 
its inception. Robinson fur-
ther states that the goal is 
critical because Mineola 
and Winnsboro are consid-
ering withdrawing from 
the WCIC. The task force 
would like to consider oth-
er aspects of economic de-
velopment and not just the 
WCIC. The group plans to 
have a comprehensive as-
sessment complete by May 
15.

Hebron says the concerns 
by Mineola and Winnsboro 
led to the formation of the 
task force.

“I’ve got two of my larg-
est cities threatening to not 
want to participate in our 
Industrial Commission. To 
me, that’s a threat to the via-
bility of our economic devel-
opment commission. That 
is the only entity we have 
that is countywide to pro-
mote economic growth. We 
don’t have a Wood County 
chamber of commerce. If 
our cities start pulling out 
one by one, what are we left 
with as a county?” Hebron 
asked. 

Hebron declared that she 
is within her authority to 
create the advisory group, 
and commissioners are free 
to accept or disregard rec-
ommendations.

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Jerry Gaskill told Hebron 
that he wanted to discuss 
the task force at Friday’s 
workshop to know what he 
was voting on. 

“I’ve learned more from 
what you said today than 
what we’ve talked about 
the whole time that this has 
been in place. I’m not going 
to vote on something that I 
don’t know the whole pic-
ture of everything,” Gas-
kill said. “That’s the main 
reason it was tabled. I had 
people come to me after 

that meeting saying what 
the blue ribbon committee 
is about. I said I found out 
the same time as you did. 
That’s why I think work-
shops are what we need to 
do.”

A QUESTION OF REPRESENTATION
Other commissioners be-

sides Gaskill expressed con-
cerns about the task force.

Pct. 1 Commissioner Vir-
gil Holland suggested the 
task force is skewed toward 
Mineola. 

“One of the concerns I 
have is I cover Alba, Yantis 
and Lake Fork,” Holland 
said. “I have no one to rep-
resent them in this. There’s 
not anybody in this task 
force to represent my pre-
cinct at all.” 

Hebron replied that she 
wanted a city manager, a 
person experienced in eco-
nomic development, a city 
mayor, a county commis-
sioner, a past WCIC chair, 
a community leader and 
someone knowledgeable in 
hotel and motel taxes on the 
task force. 

“The blue ribbon commit-
tee in my opinion needed to 
be a small group of business 
leaders and I try to make it 
as broad and comprehen-
sive as I could as well as 
inclusive,” Hebron said. “I 
tried to pull from our whole 
geographic area with re-
spect to that.”

She suggested Holland 
tell his constituents to make 
their comments known to 
the task force. The phone 
number for the blue ribbon 
committee is (903) 231-3173.

Holland then noted how 
the Lake Fork area brings 
in tourism to the county 
and most of the county’s 
Hotel Occupancy Taxes 
(HOT). WCIC distributes 
these HOT funds from the 
incorporated areas and the 
money goes back to projects 
promoting local tourism. 

“So they want some rep-
resentation in their area to 
keep this because they are 
raising most of the money,” 
he said. “They’d like to keep 
that money in their area, a 
lot of it.”

Simmons agreed with 
Holland’s suggestion of 
having representation from 
Lake Fork, noting that busi-
ness owners would have a 
different mindset compared 
with Mineola and Winns-
boro.

Hebron recommended 
asking Robinson to select 
a Lake Fork representative 
to provide input. Simmons 
thought it should be up to 
Hebron to add task force 
membership since she chose 
its composition. 

“I have thought long and 
hard about this and my con-
cern was I don’t want it to 
get too large to be unwieldy; 
I just want a brief research 
and study of this organiza-
tion. Y’all already have a lot 
of board members, and the 
whole reason, the whole 
focus for this, is economic 
growth and development,” 
Hebron said. 

Holland and Gaskill 
pointed out that Robinson 
lives in Mineola. 

“Troy is a Quitman per-
son. He’s been known in 
Quitman circles forever,” 
Hebron replied. “The fact 
that he lives toward Min-
eola is not dispositive of 
the business expertise that 
I’m seeking from this task 
force.” 

Lake Fork residents 
would disagree with He-
bron about the committee 
since they have no repre-
sentation, Holland added.

“It’s my task force. They’re 
free to get their own task 
force going,” Hebron said 
in response.

WHY NOT INVOLVE THE WCIC 
BOARD?

Commissioners also ad-
dressed their belief that the 
WCIC Board of Directors 
should be a part of the task 
force’s deliberations.

“I feel like we need com-
munication with the blue 
ribbon committee and the 
board. We have the board of 
the Industrial Commission 
and that’s what we have 
the board there for,” Gaskill 
said. “If there are problems, 
that board needs to be inter-
acting with the blue ribbon 
committee I think.”

He added that Mineo-
la and Winnsboro should 
make their concerns known 
to the WCIC board. Gas-
kill advocated for everyone 
working together and that 
the WCIC board should not 
be left in the dark.

“The board is a stand-
alone corporation,” Hebron 
replied. “They are gov-
erned by their bylaws and 
their governing documents. 
So they are free to do their 
own internal governance 
and operate however they 
want.”

Pct. 4 Commissioner Rus-
sell Acker suggested chang-
ing the task force resolution 
to say the group would re-
port to the Commissioners 
Court as a whole, and then 
report its findings to the 
WCIC board. He also sug-
gested changing the 90-day 
timeline for recommenda-
tions to 120 days to have 
better discussion and writ-
ten record.

 Hebron agreed to make 
those changes when they 
proceed with the resolution.

Acker pointed out that 
mayors appoint WCIC 
board representatives from 
their cities. He suggested 
that public officials work 
with the WCIC board when 
issues arise.

“If the leaders have exten-
sive gripes about the way 
the board’s being run, they 
can get on the agenda of 
that board,” Acker said. “If 
there’s something that calls 
for a vote that needs to be 

WCIC
From page 1

changed, then those board 
members can place it on 
the agenda and the board 
can vote on it. And we still 
live in this area and the way 
that we work under it is ma-
jority rules. The minority 
can speak but the majority 
rules.”

He emphasized using 
proper channels to address 
grievances with the WCIC.

 “I’ve told Craig before 
if you want to take some-
thing to their board, take 
it to their board, get it on 
the agenda. If they won’t 
place it on the agenda, then 

we have a problem, but it 
should go through them 
first before us,” Acker said. 
“It’s like we’ve got the cart 
before the horse.”

Gaskill asked if the WCIC 
executive director should 
be on the task force so the 
group can know more 
about the Industrial Com-
mission. Hebron said the 
director does not need to be 
involved as the task force 
would work as an inde-
pendent group of collective 
brains to research a specific 
need. 

“I think it’s critical that the 

county take a look at where 
we are,” Hebron said. “We 
don’t really have a compre-
hensive long-term plan of 
where we want to go as a 
county, and I think the In-
dustrial Commission is the 
primary vehicle that y’all 
will use to figure out where 
you want Wood County to 
go.”

In January, WCIC Board 
of Directors members were 
presented with a proposal 
on a comprehensive strate-
gic plan.

The board took no action 
on the matter.
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
FEBRUARY 26

Deputies went out on an 
arrest/warrant service to PR 
7907 near Hawkins at 12:26 
a.m. James Williamson 50 of 
Hawkins was arrested for 
an outstanding warrant.

Deputies were dispatched 
to HWY 154 near Yantis at 
1:32 a.m. in reference to a 
dispute. Deputies spoke 
with all parties involved 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 10:19 
a.m. in reference to a scam 
on FM 14 near Hawkins. 
Deputies gave the reporting 
party advice and cleared 
the incident.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 1:30 p.m. 
in reference to criminal tres-
pass that occurred on CR 
3824 near Hawkins. Depu-
ties gave the reporting par-
ty advice and cleared the 
incident.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 1418 near Quitman 
at 4:20 p.m. in reference to 
shots fired. Deputies lo-
cated the individuals and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched 
to HWY 80 near Mineola at 
9:38 p.m. in reference to sus-
picious circumstances. Dep-
uties located the suspicious 
activity and everything was 
OK.

Deputies went out on an 
arrest/warrant service to 
HWY 154 near Quitman at 
10:31 p.m. Patrick Monnat, 
32, of Quitman was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant.

FEBRUARY 25
Deputies spoke with the 

reporting party at 7:49 a.m. 
in reference to a possible 
theft on CR 1226 near Quit-
man. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 1:10 p.m. 
in reference to an assault 
that occurred on PR 7905 
near Hawkins. This case is 
active.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 3:15 p.m. 
in reference to fraud that 
occurred on FM 2088 near 
Winnsboro. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 2230 near Mineola at 
4:30 p.m. in reference to a 
dispute. Parties were sepa-
rated for the night.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 3455 near Hawkins at 
8:50 p.m. in reference to a 
dispute. Parties were sepa-
rated for the night.

Deputies went out on an 
arrest/warrant service to CR 
3840 near Hawkins at 10:21 
p.m. Eric Berkenkamp, 42, 
of Hawkins was arrested for 
outstanding warrants. Dar-
la Shattles, 52, of Hawkins 
was arrested for outstand-
ing warrants.

FEBRUARY 24
Deputies conducted a 

traffic stop on Morris St. in 
Quitman at 12:44 a.m. Jerry 
Crawford, 45, of Quitman 
was arrested for possession 
of a controlled substance.

Deputies were dispatched 

to CR 1858 near Yantis at 
10:34 p.m. in reference to 
a noise complaint. Depu-
ties located the noise and 
cleared the incident.

FEBRUARY 23
Deputies were dispatched 

to CR 3232 near Quitman at 
2:41 p.m. in reference to an 
abandoned vehicle. Depu-
ties located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 4995 near Winnsboro 
at 3:36 p.m. in reference 
to theft. Someone stole a 
chainsaw from the report-
ing party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

FEBRUARY 22
Deputies conducted a 

traffic stop on HWY 80 
near Mineola at 2:38 a.m. 
William Adams Jr., 34, of 
Grand Saline was arrested 
for driving while license 
invalid with previous con-
viction. Catherine Savage, 
26, of Grand Saline was ar-
rested for failure to control 
speed.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 1:31 p.m. 
in reference to terroristic 
threat that occurred on CR 
3145 near Quitman. Depu-
ties gave the reporting par-
ty advice and cleared the 
incident.

Deputies went out on an 
arrest/warrant service to CR 
4925 near Quitman at 1:42 
p.m. Stephen Pyron, 27, of 
Winnsboro was arrested for 
outstanding warrants.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 2 p.m. in 
reference to criminal tres-
pass on CR 2210 near Mine-
ola. Deputies issued a crim-
inal trespass warning and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies responded to a 
suspicious vehicle on CR 
1473 near Quitman at 4:55 
p.m. Deputies located the 
vehicle and it was towed by 
Wyatt’s Towing.

Deputies were dispatched 
to FM 2225 near Quitman at 
8:21 p.m. in reference to an 
assault. Jennifer Nichols, 31, 
of Quitman was arrested for 
assault against an elderly 
or disabled individual, and 
outstanding warrants.

Deputies were dispatched 
to HWY 154 near Quitman 
at 9:31 p.m. in reference to 
suspicious circumstances. 
Deputies searched the area 
but were unable to locate 
any suspicious activity.

FEBRUARY 21
Deputies spoke with the 

reporting party at 1:12 a.m. 
in reference to a possible 
assault on FM 17 near Quit-
man. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 1900 near Yantis at 
11:45 a.m. in reference to 
a dispute. Deputies spoke 
with all parties involved 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 1:08 p.m. 
in reference to criminal mis-
chief that occurred on PR 
5991 near Yantis. Deputies 
gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the inci-

dent.
Deputies spoke with the 

reporting party at 2:19 p.m. 
in reference to a theft that 
occurred on CR 2918 near 
Mineola. Deputies gave the 
reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 3:56 p.m. 
in reference to damage to 
property on CR 4579 near 
Quitman. Deputies gave the 
reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies went out on an 
arrest/warrant service to 
Bermuda St. in Quitman at 
4:17 p.m. Randel Clanton 
Jr., 43, of Quitman was ar-
rested for an outstanding 
warrant.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 2353 near Mineola 
at 9:19 p.m. in reference to 
a burglary. Someone stole 
two firearms from the re-
porting party’s residence. 
This case has been forward-
ed to investigators.

FEBRUARY 20
Deputies were dispatched 

to FM 182 near Alba at 8:21 
a.m. in reference to crimi-
nal mischief. Actor or actors 
unknown damaged the re-
porting party’s property. 
This case has been forward-
ed to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched 
to FM 2869 near Hawkins 
at 9:14 a.m. in reference to 
criminal trespass. Deputies 
issued a criminal trespass 
warning and cleared the in-
cident.

Deputies spoke with the 
reporting party at 10:08 
a.m. in reference to terror-
istic threat on CR 1660 near 
Alba. 

Deputies went out on an 
arrest/warrant service to 
Bermuda Street in Quit-
man at 1:21 p.m. Nettie Mc-
Corkle, 38, of Garland was 
arrested for an outstanding 
warrant.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 1602 near Alba at 1:32 
p.m. in reference to a dis-
pute. Parties were separat-
ed for the day.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 4627 near Winnsboro 
at 5:40 p.m. in reference to 
a dispute. Prior to the depu-
ties’ arrival the parties were 
separated.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 2379 near Alba at 6:45 
p.m. in reference to theft. 
Someone stole an ATV from 
the reporting party’s prop-
erty. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

Between the dates of 
Feb. 20 and Feb. 26, Wood 
County sheriff’s depu-
ties responded to multiple 
agency assists that includ-
ed the following: Alba Po-
lice Department, Mineola 
Police Department, Emer-
gency Medical Services and 
Child Protective Services. 
Between the dates of Feb. 20 
and Feb. 26, Wood County 
sheriff’s investigators ob-
tained nine arrest warrants 
and arrested the individu-
als filed two cases with the 
District Attorney and recov-
ered $10,900 worth of stolen 
property.

FEBRUARY 26
1:46 a.m. An officer re-

sponded to a suspicious per-
son in the area of West Blair 
Street when a resident re-
ported someone was throw-
ing things at her window 
screens. An officer patrolled 
the area, but did not observe 
anyone in the area.

8:13 a.m. A mother report-
ed suspicious and inappro-
priate activity consisting of 
text, photographs and vid-
eo on her child’s computer. 
After a swift investigation, 
Kardaylun Loyd Tennyson, 
21, of Mineola was arrested 
Feb. 27 on a warrant for on-
line solicitation of a minor.

12:14 p.m. A welfare con-
cern was reported for a res-
ident on West Blair Street 
possibly needing medical 
attention. An officer visited 
with the resident. The resi-
dent refused treatment.

1:46 p.m. A hit and run 
accident was reported at 
Greenville Avenue and 
Johnson Street. This is under 
investigation.

3:14 p.m. An officer met 
with an employee at the 
Mineola Country Club in 
reference to inappropriate 
behavior of a customer on 
Saturday night, Feb. 23. 

10:14 p.m. A criminal mis-
chief was reported when a 
resident on West Kilpatrick 
reported a male knocking 
on the front door before 
throwing something and 
breaking a window. Officers 
responded to the area and 
noted a male in the area that 
is a possible suspect. This is 
under investigation. 

FEBRUARY 25
10:54 a.m. A woman on 

Lee Drive reported selling a 
vehicle and the person quit 
making payments. The res-
ident was referred to civil 
court at the Justice of Peace 
Pct. 2.

2:07 p.m. A disturbance 
was reported on West Mc-
Donald Street by neighbors 
who could hear loud argu-
ments and cursing. Officers 
responded and patrolled 
the area. The officers de-
termined that the noise 
was coming from behind a 
residence in the 300 Block. 
Three family members were 
arguing. The homeowner 
requested a family member 
not be there anymore. He 
was approved for a room at 
a motel for the night through 

the Ministerial Alliance. 
5:44 p.m. A disturbance 

was reported on West Mc-
Donald Street by the home-
owner. A family member 
had returned. The family 
member was transported 
back to the motel and ad-
vised to stay there.

8:08 p.m. Officers assist-
ed a man who was waiting 
for the train the following 
morning and did not have a 
place to stay. The man was 
transported to the motel 
with the assistance of Minis-
terial Alliance.

3:24 a.m. A suspicious 
person was noted walking 
in the West Kilpatrick area 
by an officer who was pa-
trolling because of the re-
ported criminal mischief 
earlier.

1:01 p.m. Officers respond-
ed to assist a stranded mo-
torist in the Walmart park-
ing lot that had a flat tire.

1:30 p.m. An officer assist-
ed on a medical call with the 
Fire Department and EMS 
involving a child on Krause 
Street. The child was trans-
ported to the hospital by 
EMS.

FEBRUARY 24
4:16 p.m. Loud music was 

reported on Krause Street. 
An officer responded to a 
residence and advised the 
resident to turn the music 
down.

5:26 p.m. An officer assist-
ed EMS on a medical call 
on West Blair Street. The 
woman was transported to 
UT  Health-Quitman after 
falling. 

7:35 p.m.  An officer spoke 
with a woman on West Front 
Street about a theft of a wal-
let. It was determined to 
have occurred in Longview. 
The resident was referred to 
Longview police.

FEBRUARY 23
1:33 a.m. A disturbance 

between two friends was 
reported at the Lakeland 
Lodge Motel on East Broad 
Street. One male reported 
he was choked by his friend 
during an argument. The 
man did not appear to be in-
jured and he did not wish to 
pursue charges and signed 
a waiver of prosecution. A 
family violence report was 
filed.

10:31 a.m. A man reported 
credit/debit card abuse in-
volving his elderly mother’s 
credits cards being used by 

individuals taking advan-
tage of her. The suspects had 
booked rooms at the hotel 
with her credit card.

7:43 p.m. Two vehicles 
were struck on North John-
son Street by a 77-year-old 
local resident during the 
time a play was underway 
at the Select Theater. The 
man, driving a 2004 Jeep 
Cherokee, struck the rear of 
one vehicle that was parked 
on North Johnson Street, 
which caused the parked 
vehicle to strike another ve-
hicle parked in the parking 
lot in the 200 North Johnson 
Street. No injuries were not-
ed. The two vehicle owners 
were notified during the 
play.

9:46 p.m. Officers assisted 
Wood County Pct. 2 Con-
stable during a K-9 open air 
search at the hotel located on 
Debby Lane. Two individ-
uals were arrested from the 
hotel room for possession of 
a controlled substance.

10:26 p.m. A verbal distur-
bance was reported between 
a husband and wife on East 
McDonald Street. The two 
were separated for the night.

11:44 p.m. Loud music was 
reported at a residence on 
West Broad Street. An officer 
responded to the residence 
and the resident turned the 
music down.

FEBRUARY 22
9:31 a.m. A business on 

East Broad Street requested 
a customer to be criminally 
trespassed. 

11:35 p.m. A resident on 
Minwood Street reported 
fraudulent charges on a 
Valero card.

11:07 p.m. An officer as-
sisted a stranded motorist 
on West Broad Street.

FEBRUARY 21
12:37 p.m. Longhorn Ford 

reported a theft when a ve-
hicle was purchased by a 
person using fraudulent in-
formation. This is under in-
vestigation. 

3:33 p.m. An officer was 
on routine patrol on Kevin 
Street and located a stolen 
vehicle out of Kilgore parked 
in front of a residence. This 
is under investigation.

11:32 p.m. Robert Bradley 
Wilson, 49, of Quitman was 
arrested for a DWI (third or 
more) warrant out of Tyler 
after he was stopped for a 
traffic violation on North 
Pacific Street. 

Medical assistance:  Feb. 
23, 12:36 p.m., 320 Green-
ville Hwy., Mineola; Feb. 
23, 1:38 p.m., 524 Dubose 
St., Mineola; Feb. 23, 2:43 
p.m., 1520 Rainbow Lane, 
Mineola; Feb. 23, 6:07 p.m., 

168 PR 6301, Mineola; Feb. 
25, 1:57 a.m., 134 PR 6882, 
Mineola; Feb. 25, 5:51 p.m., 
25266 CR 460, Mineola; 
Feb. 25, 10:15 p.m., 5392 FM 
1801, Mineola; Feb. 26, 11:23 
p.m., 121 Nancy Dr., Mine-

ola; Feb. 27, 213 Krause St., 
Mineola; Feb. 27, 10:32 p.m., 
23653 Meandering Drive, 
Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident 
with injuries: Feb. 26, 7 a.m., 
N. Hwy. 69, Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available
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Mineola police recovered 
drugs and a bag full of credit 
cards, debit cards and drivers 
licenses after they stopped a 
couple in the parking lot of 
Walmart the evening of Feb. 
25, according to police. 

Jordan Charles Spencer, 25, 
of Quinlan and Regina Lor-
raine Brannan, 33, of Rock-
wall were arrested on sus-
picion of manufacture and 
delivery of a controlled sub-
stance over four grams and 
under 200 grams. The con-
trolled substance is believed 
to be methamphetamine, ac-
cording to police.

The two were approached 
in the Walmart parking lot 
by police after they were sus-
piciously attempting to buy 
items at a local business with 
Apple Pay on the woman’s 
phone. She would not pro-
vide her identification when 

requested. 
The officers asked for con-

sent to search the vehicle, but 
Spencer and Brannan refused. 
Precinct 2 Constable Kelly 
Smith was contacted, and he 
arrived with K-9 Juma. After 
the dog alerted police to the 
presence of narcotics, the ve-
hicle was searched, which led 
to the methamphetamine.

During the search, po-
lice found a bag of several 
credit cards/debit cards and 
driver’s licenses belonging 
to people other than Spen-
cer and Brannan, who also 
face second-degree felony 
charges of possessing more 
than 10 pieces of identifying 
information, according to po-
lice.

Pair arrested at Walmart with bag   
of credit/debit cards, drivers licenses
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Obituaries
MORTIE STEVEN KING

1948-2019
Funeral services for Mortie Steven 

King, 70, were March 2 at Beaty Funeral 
Home in Mineola.

He died Feb. 21 from complications 
from diabetes.

He was born Sept. 25, 1948, in Pitts-
burg, Texas, to Travis Lamar and Hort-
ense King.

Steve was a longtime teacher and 
coach. He coached at Allen, Mineola, 

Big Sandy and Emory-Rains. Steve King was a veteran of 
the Vietnam War, where he served in the jungles of Viet-
nam and Cambodia.

He was preceded in death by his parents and a twin 
brother, Mike; sister, Patti Renfro; and partner Linda Mize.

He is survived by his sister, Bob Ann Cumberland of San 
Antonio; stepchildren Bruce Burnham and Mike Mize; sev-
en grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and his long-
time caregivers Reggie and Billie Day and Regina Tenny-
son.

FLO DELL HARWELL
1932-2019

Flo Dell Harwell was born on May 3, 
1932, in Yantis to parents Ellis and Joyce 
(Coker) Reed and entered into eternal 
rest on Feb. 25, 2019, at the age of 86.

Flo graduated from Yantis High School 
in 1950 and went to El Centro in Dallas. 
Just out of high school, she played semi-
pro basketball for Hazel Walker and the 
Arkansas Travelers. For many years she 
worked for First National Bank, West-

ern Bank and Allied Bank.
Flo was an amazing lady. She was very generous, kind, 

thoughtful and never met a stranger. She enjoyed mak-
ing bracelets and other crafts. Flo was a member of Grace 
Community Church, where she sang in the choir. She en-
joyed being in the choir and also doing solos at weddings 
and funerals. Flo volunteered some at the Outreach Center 
in Duncanville. She was a wonderful mother, step-moth-
er, mother-in-law, grandmother, sister and aunt. Everyone 
who knew Flo will miss her dearly.

 Flo was preceded in death by her parents; husband Billy 
E. Harwell; step-son Barry Harwell; brother Kenneth Paul 
Reed, brother Norman Reed; and sister Willow Dean Al-
corn. She is survived by her sons, Mark Kennemer of Mag-
nolia and Dale Kennemer of Round Rock; one granddaugh-
ter; one great-grandson; sister, Jo Nell Boyd; step-children, 
Rick, Barry, Dale, Ann Apgar; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, family members and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family request that donations be 
made in Flo’s honor to the Grace Community Church, P.O. 
Box 266, Mabank, Texas 75147 or you can call 903-887-4701.

SARAH NORRIS
1948-2019

Memorial services for Sarah Norris, 
71, of Mineola were Friday, March 1 at 
Broad Street Church of Christ in Mine-
ola.

She died Feb. 18, 2019, in Mineola.  She 
was born Jan. 19, 1948, in Mineola to the 
late Earl and Hester Wren Thomas. She 
was a beautician and a member of Broad 
Street Church of Christ in Mineola. 

Sarah was preceded in death by her 
son, Richard Norris, a brother, and six sisters.

She is survived by her daughter, Robin Knudsen of Aus-
tin; brothers, Jody Thomas of Mineola, Bobby Thomas 
of Mineola and David Thomas of Mineola; and a grand-
daughter. 

KORINA M. WHITEHILL
1974-2019

Funeral services for Korina M. White-
hill, 44, of Lindale were Feb. 23 at Beaty 
Funeral Home in Mineola.

She died Feb. 18, 2019, in Tyler. She 
was born June 21, 1974, in Cooperstown, 
N.Y.

She was a medical assistant for U.S. 
Oncology.

Korina is survived by her mother, 
Shelia Joy Tilke of Oneonta, N.Y.; hus-

band, Dan Whitehill of Mineola; son, Patrick Whitehill of 
Lindale; brothers, Frank Tilke of Oneonta, N.Y., and Jamie 
Tilke of Fayetteville, N.C.; sisters, Chris Young of Fayette-

ville, N.C., and Amanda Tilke of Oneonta, N.Y.; and three 
grandchildren.

SUSAN ABREU
1949-2019

Susan Abreu, 69, of Quitman passed away on Feb. 28, 
2019, in Tyler. Her husband, John, asks that friends celebrate 
Susan’s life in their own way and to enjoy memories of her.  

She was born in Dallas on April 28, 1949, the only child of 
Roswell and Eva (Jacques) Whitmore.  Susan attended Dal-
las schools, received her BA at Austin College in Sherman 
and her Masters at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Her long career in statistical analysis and computer pro-
gramming began with the Dallas Independent School Dis-
trict. She also worked in the aerospace industry and retired 
from Richardson ISD’s IT department.

Susan met her future husband, John, at her surprise 40th 
birthday in Dallas.  Guests there could tell it would not be 
the last party or great time they would celebrate.  Susan and 
John were married Feb. 24, 1990, in Dallas and lived in the 
Dallas area until moving to Quitman in 1996. 

Susan had a truly adventurous personality and had the 
knack to make all those she met feel welcome and leave 
smiling.  Susan had many lifelong friends from her ear-
ly college and work days and they celebrated life together 
anytime they could.  She and John loved short vacations 
between their work careers and later in retirement. They 
took three cruises with friends, loved the gaming in Vegas, 
Tahoe-Reno and Louisiana.  Susan enjoyed her free time and 
making their 14 acres and home the relaxed garden spot it 
became.  She loved animals and over many years of owning 
various cats and dogs added her favorites Austin and Fris-
co, both longhorn steers, to her collection. She was warned 
not to groom them, but she would occasionally be seen with 
a large curry comb in hand headed for the pasture gate.  
There was almost nothing she would be afraid to attempt. 
She challenged herself in life to be the best she could be. She 
never forgot that friendships and love are most important.  
For Susan, it truly was a wonderful life.

DONALD R. MCDANIEL
Funeral service will be held for Donald R. McDaniel at 

Pilgrims Rest #2 in Golden on Sunday, March 10, 2019 at 2 
p.m. The service will be a full military funeral and all are 
welcome. Obituary to follow next week.

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Friday, Mar. 8 - Spinach Chicken, Southwest Corn,
Peach Cobbler, Wheat Bread, Milk
Monday, Mar. 11 - Parmesan Chicken, Kidney
Beans, Spinach, Wheat Bread, Mixed Fruit Cobbler,
Milk
Tuesday, Mar. 12 - Turkey Tetrazzini, Creol Green
Beans, Glazed Carrots, Wheat Bread, Fresh Fruit, Milk
Wednesday, Mar. 13 - Hamburger Patty, Sliced
Cheese, Lettuce & Tomato, Tater Tot Casserole,
Hamburger Bun, Hot Spiced Apples, Milk, Mustard,
Ketchup
Thursdsay, Mar. 14 - Turkey Rick Casserole, Okra
and Tomatoes, Glazed Carrots, Wheat Bread, Nutty
Buddy Bar, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

2019 CHILI COOKIOFF

Judge’s Choice Chili – Wood County National Bank
Judge’s Choice Booth – Mineola Fire Department
People’s Choice Chili – First United Methodist Church Youth

WINNERS

City National Bank • Wood County Title • Mineola ISD
Mineola Community Bank • Wood County National Bank
Mineola Fire Department • Mineola High School Key Club

Grace Community Health Care • The Fence Post

PARTICIPANT SPONSORS

First United Methodist Church Men • FUMC Youth
PARTICIPANTS

Edward Jones, Jason Ray • Rose Hill Apartments
State Farm Insurance, Monica Cook
Engineering Consultants of East Texas
Farm Bureau Insurance, Becky Moore

SPONSORS

so successful. Thank you!

would like to recognize those groups that made the

Club of
MineolaWalnut Street

Baptist Church

now offers ASL (American Sign Language) for
Sunday School and during morning worship.

Sunday School starts at 10 AM
Sunday Worship starts at 11 AM
Please feel free to contact us for information.

903-342-6193

920 North Walnut Street
(behind the city library in Winnsboro)

texting available at the following numbers:
903-855-6295 Pastor Taylor
and 870-310-3406 Brandon

The Wood County Exten-
sion Office is offering a free 
“Do Well, Be Well with Di-
abetes” class series begin-
ning on March 20.

Whether you’re newly di-
agnosed with diabetes or 
want new information and 
updates on managing your 
diabetes, you’re invited and 
encouraged to attend.

The series will be held 

Wednesdays, March 20, 
March 27, April 3, and April 
10 at 9:30 a.m. at the Wood 
County Extension Office, 
618 S. Main Street in Quit-
man.

Call the Wood County 
Extension Office at 903-763-
2924 or stop by the Exten-
sion office to sign-up for the 
class series or if you have 
questions.

County Extension Office 
hosts diabetes classes Hearts Hospice received the 

newly created award Young 
Professional of the Year. Da-
vis previously worked for 
Reflections Hospice in Quit-
man and she is a member of 
the Quitman-Lake Fork Ki-
wanis Club.

In her speech, Davis noted, 
“You should always enjoy 
the things you do in life.”

The annual hospital awards 
were given out by UT Health 
Quitman CEO Patrick Swin-
dle.  L.A. Matthews received 
Volunteer of the Year. 

Delicia Smith received 
Caregiver of the Year.

Physician of the Year award 

went to Dr. Joe Valdez, a hos-
pitalist at UT Health Quit-
man.

“It’s an honor and this is a 
great community,” Valdez 
said. “It’s just the love from 
the community and being 
able to practice the way God 
leads me.”

Community Partner award 
went to Jamie Wyatt of Co-
lonial Construction, who has 
worked with the Quitman 
Development Corporation to 
revitalize downtown Quit-
man.

“What you have here (Quit-
man) is special,” Wyatt said. 
“We can’t replicate what you 
have here. I’m very humbled 
to get this award.”

Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwan-
is Club received the Commu-

nity Service award.
Kelly Kieke, owner of the 

Speakeasy Coffeehouse, re-
ceived the Community Spirit 
award.

Quitman Elementary 
School Principal Mary Ann 
Nichols received the Educa-
tor of the Year award present-
ed by QISD Superintendent 
Rhonda Turner. Nichols has 
been an educator in Quitman 
since 1989. She received Cit-
izen of the Year in 1981 and 
has been a published author 
multiple times. “It has been 
my privilege to love your 
kids. This has been really 
where the Lord wanted me,” 
Nichols said.

QES maintenance worker 
Chris Williams received the 
Humanitarian of the Year 

award presented by Paige 
Eaton of the Quitman Pilot 
Club. Williams built a mo-
bile chair for fourth-grad-
er Angel Cortez to increase 
his independence. “I’m just 
a small part of the district. 
There are so many people in 
this district that don’t get rec-
ognized. When I leave some-
thing, I just want to make it 
better than I found it. The 
one that really deserves this 
award is Angel,” Williams 
said.

Double H Package Store re-
ceived the Small Business of 
the Year award. Wood Coun-
ty Monitor received the Large 
Business of the Year award.

CHAMBER
From page 1
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BUILDING MATERIALS 
401 S. Pacific • Mineola • 903-569-5423

The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

For all your insurance needs 

Dunahoe Insurance 
Agency

617 N. Broad • 903-569-6137

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Keepit Mini Storage 
Hwy. 69N (Next to KMOO) 

903-569-0400 
Keypad Entry - 5’x10’ to 10’x30’  • Locally Owned  

Climate Control Units Available  
lOXlO & 10X20

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION
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Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Craig Kearby

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Riley Pate

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Fred Morrow

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

Pastor Tony Rosas 

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Earl Kernes
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the land.

Matthew 5:5

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Blessed are those who 
fear the Lord 

Psalm 128:1

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

O God, restore us;
light up your face and

we shall be saved.
Psalm 80:4

Behold, the Lord comes to
save his people;

blessed are those prepared
to meet him.

Matthew 25:6
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quare Dancing offers an opportunity to meet fun oriented people in an alcohol/smoke free environment.
A great way to find a stress relieving, aerobic exercise, and mentally challenging package all rolled into one.

The Mineola Railers SDC is offering Square Dance lessons beginning March 18, 2019 in Mineola at the American Legion Hall
located at 2015 US HWY 80 East.
Check out our web site at www.MineolaRailers.com for more information about Square Dance, or come by Monday, March 18
at 6:30 p.m. Cost is minimal. We request a $5.00/person donation to help cover expenses and you are under no obligation or
contracts. It’s Texas’ official dance! www.MineolaRailers.com

Looking for a fun way to get in shape? Looking for a Great way to meet fun people?
Have you tried Square Dance?

S

The Lake Country Sym-
phonic Band, 73 musicians 
strong, starts off the 2019 
concert season March 10 
and 12 with a program of 
sweeping music and bril-
liant soloists.

The concert features mu-
sic ranging from video 
games to classical, sure to 
delight the ear.

Principal euphonium 
Eduardo Santoy returns as 
soloist in a performance of 

Buckley’s Yellow Rose of 
Texas Variations, and princi-
pal flautist Lydia Hutchins 
will play Concertino for 
Flute by Chaminade. Also 
on the program, Theme 
and Fugue from Britten’s 
Young Person’s Guide to 
the Orchestra; Baba Yetu, 
the theme to the video game 
Civilization IV and the first 
gaming soundtrack to be 
nominated for a Grammy 
Award; Duty, Honor, Coun-

try, with narration taken 
from MacArthur’s farewell 
address to West Point and 
read by band member Jim 
Little; both of Holst’s suites 
for military band; and a 
stirring rendition of God of 
Our Fathers.

Tickets go quickly for the 
band concerts, so call the 
box office at 903-569-2300 
to make your reservations. 
Adults tickets are $7 and 
children 11 and younger 

are priced at $5. The March 
10 performance is at 2 p.m. 
and March 12 begins at 7:30 
p.m. The box office opens 
one hour prior to each per-
formance.

Season tickets are still 
available at a cost of $20 for 
all four concerts in 2019.

Lake Country Symphonic 
Band performs all its con-
certs at the Historic Select 
Theater, 114 N. Johnson St., 
in Mineola.

Lake Country Symphonic Band opens 2019 season in grand style
When you start seeing 

white blooms appearing on 
the wild plum trees and the 
wild yellow daffodils on the 
side of the road you know 
spring is coming. It’s also 
time for the Quitman Garden 
Club’s (QGC) annual gerani-
um sale.

 “This is our major fund-
raiser and has grown each 
year” said Lori Clark, vice 
president of the QGC. “We 
are very proud to be able to 
contribute to local charities 
and provide three scholar-
ships for worthy Quitman 
High School seniors.”

Every year the QGC tries to 
break a record for sales, and 
this year may be tough since 
we sold over 2,000 in 2018. 
New members in neighbor-
ing cities and communities 
have helped spread the news 
and sales. Last year, sales to 
Winnsboro businesses and 
Holly Lake Ranch residents 
really boosted sales. In ad-
dition to scholarships, the 
QGC presented checks to 
Northeast Texas Child Advo-
cacy Center, Wood County 
Arboretum, Quitman Meals 
on Wheels and the Quitman 
Volunteer Fire Department.  

“By purchasing a geranium 
from our club you are sup-
porting Wood County and 
helping organizations mak-
ing a difference in people’s 

lives,” Clark said.
The geraniums are grown 

for the club by Bruce Miller 
Nursery, located on Hwy. 
19 in Edgewood. The QGC 
only sells red geraniums be-
cause they are the most har-
dy and healthy. They grow 
best in pots but can certain-
ly be planted in flowerbeds 
provided with full sun. Take 
note that full sun doesn’t nec-
essarily mean Texas sun, so 
some afternoon shade will be 
helpful to keep them grow-
ing and blooming until the 
first frost. Plants grown in 
pots can be placed in a pro-
tected greenhouse or south 
porch and survive a mild 
winter provided they are not 
exposed to freezing tempera-
tures. 

A garden club member will 
be visiting your business very 
soon. Geraniums are only $7 
for a gallon size plant. You 
can order via email at Quit-
mangardenclub@gmail.com 
or call 903-763-8353. All or-
ders must be prepaid. Dead-
line for sales is March 20. 
Pick and deliver is March 27 
at Hogg Park in Quitman. 

Saving the best for last: We 
deliver! That’s right. Could it 
get any easier? For $7 you get 
a beautiful flowering plant, 
satisfaction of contributing 
to the community and it’s 
brought to your door.

Quitman Garden Club preps 
for annual geranium sale

The March calendar at 
Holly Brook Baptist Church 
is filled with activities, wor-
ship, and mission opportu-
nities, and the public is wel-
come at these events.

• March 5 and 26: Holly 
Stitchers from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The ministry sews several 
projects through the year, 
such as clothing for the Rain-
bow Room (children at risk), 
tote bags for nursing home 
residents, and many others. 

• March 10 at 5 p.m.: Moms 
of Military Prayer and Sup-
port Group. This group of-
fers prayer and support to 
those with loved ones in the 
military.

• March 11: Tea and Tales 
at 2 p.m. in Holly Hall, Hol-
ly Lake Ranch. A ministry 
centered on selected Chris-
tian-oriented books, re-
viewed and discussed after 
members have read them.

• March 12: “Saints Alive” 
(senior adults) day trip to 
Criswell College in Dallas on 

the church bus. The bus will 
leave Holly Brook at 9 a.m.

• March 17: Men’s break-
fast at 8 a.m. in the Family 
Life Center. Food and fellow-
ship. 

• March 19: Women on 
Mission will create items for 
the “Light in the Gap” wom-
en who are being released 
from prison. The program 
will include making bracelets 
and the completion of pon-
chos. Meet in the craft room 
at 9:30 a.m.

• March 20: Holly Art 
Group (men and women): 
Painting, other creative proj-
ects, devotionals, and food. 
Meets at 9 a.m.

• March 31: Blood drive, 
Family Life Center, after 
morning worship.

Call the church office 
for more information. The 
church is located at 3219 S. 
FM 2869, Hawkins; telephone 
903 769-2091. The website is 
www.hollybrookbaptist.org.

Holly Brook Baptist Church         
calendar of events set for March

Wood County Master Gar-
deners will host its spring 
conference Plant, Grow, Eat 
on March 16 at the Mineola 
League of the Arts facility.

The event is free, open to 
the public, and will be held 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The 
event will include classes 
taught by master gardeners, 
a kid’s table and a vegetable 
and herb plant sale. 

It features an auditorium 
full of vendors as well as 
door prizes.  

Raffle items include 
hand-painted Leopold 
bench, hand-signed Kacey 
Musgraves merchandise, 
and hand-item barn square.  

The League of the Arts 
facility is located at 200 W. 
Blair Street in Mineola.

Wood County Master Gardeners     
hosting spring plant conference 
at League of the Arts facilities

The Lake Country Symphonic Band is preparing to open its 2019 season March 12.
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Wood County Monitor classified ads

Subscribe to the Monitor
and keep up with Wood County

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

15 to 24 months old, had shots
& wormed twice a year.Also,
square bales of coastal hay
for sale.

Bulls for Sale

903-520-5779

Mowing, edging, shrub trimming,
leaf mulching & blowing, flower beds,
small garden tilling, trash & brush
hauled.

Lawn Service

903-520-5779

READ
BIBLE

the

Sell your stuff
with a classified.

903-763-4522 or 903-569-2442

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
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Copyright 2019 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

20
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39

47

58
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “Texas Cowboy
      Reunion” rodeo is
      ____ each year in 
      Stamford
  5  ____ vera
  6  furbearing animal
      found in TX
  7  TX Tanya Tucker’s
      “Can _  ___ You
      Tonight”
  8  “the” under TX’s
      second flag
  9  Lone Star Park
      enclosure
16  TXism: “____ of
      breathing room”
18  TXism: “dead as
      _  ________”
21  Nome, TX was
      probably named
      after a city in
      this state (abbr.)
22  TXism: “he could
      out ___  _ six-
      legged bobcat”
      (fast) 
23  TX Tejano band:
      “Little Joe _  __
      Familia”
24  Athens, TX:
      “Home of ___
      ___burger”
30  TXism: “squeaks
      like a _____ 
      ____”
34  national talk host
      Larry (init.)
35  Houston suburb:
      ______  Park
36  George W. brother
37  TX Matson in NFL
      Hall of Fame
39  TXism: “a ____
      _____  ___ still 
      bite”
43  this Jason is the 
      drummer for an
      Austin rock band

  1  these brothers
      drilled Spindletop
  2  in 1983 this Moreno
      went on SE TX 
      killing rampage 
  3  TX flag (2 wds.)

44  this Dodger Carl 
      was a signee for TX  
      Nokona gloves
45  this Nick starred in
      “Cape Fear” with
      TX Joe Don Baker
      (init.)
46  TXism: “you’re 
      reading my ____”
      (thinking alike)
47  oil ooze

  4  TX astronaut
      “____” Slayton
  9  Gov. “__” Ferguson
10  TXism: “need it 
      like _  ___  ____
      farmer needs rain”
11  this Rader played
      for Astros (1967-75)
      and managed
      Rangers (1983-85)
12  actress Drake of
      “Son of Belle Starr”
13  TXism: “speechifier”
14  TX rancher & actor
      Norris (init.)
15  ex-senator
      Hutchison
17  TXism for “onions”
19  unlawful
20  salty reservoir in
      south TX: “____  
      __ Sal del Rey”

24  Ranger TV sports-
      caster Tom (init.)
25  TXism: “if a hog  
      ___ wings he’d 
      be an eagle”
26  CSA general
      Robert _  ___
27  this company
      owns newspapers
      in TX
28  TXism: “sling it on 
      the wall ___  ___  
      if it sticks”

29  The Lone Ranger:
      ______ man
31  TXism: “take a
      look ___”
32  face spasm
33  heating _______
38  oil _____
40  a taste of “red-eye” 
41  Santa ___ National
      Wildlife Refuge
42  TXism: “he can stay
      neck ‘_  ____  ____  
      a West TX
      jackrabbit” (fast)
48  long Gulf fishes
50  ahead in the race
      (2 wds.)
51  TX Perot
56  TX actress Stewart
57  TX Autry’s “Here   
      _____ Santa Claus”

P-1418

2221

30 31 32
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36 37

40

29

41 4342

33

38

48

45 46

49 50 51

56 57

35

54

44

53

17

49  film with TX Forrest  
      “Mommie _______”
52  Baylor grad Lyons
      who threw a no
      hitter against Red
      Sox in 1926
53  appliance maker
      (abbr.)
54  DNA replica
55  most loose
58  TXism: “____  __ 
      molasses in       
      January”
59  surrounded by
60  after taxes
61  a hard pale wood

52

55

59

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

A public hearing regarding the Texas Education
Agency’s (TEA) 2017-18 Texas Academic
Performance Report (TAPR) for Quitman I.S.D. will
take place in conjunction with the regularly
scheduled March meeting of the Board of Trustees.
The meeting will begin at 6:00 P.M., Monday,
March 18, 2019, at the Quitman ISD Board Room
located at 901 East Goode Street, Quitman, TX.
The purpose of the TAPR hearing will be to allow
for public discussion of the TAPR district and
campus reports. Copies of the reports will be
available for public review at each school building
and the district administrative office.
This release is tendered in compliance with Texas
Education Code (TEC) requirements to provide
notice of the hearing by means of local media.

Date Set for TAPR
Public Hearing

EEQ/M/F/V/H

CAREER OPPORTUNITIESCAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The Van Zandt County Juvenile Probation

Department will be accepting job
applications for the following positions:

Job descriptions, minimum qualifications, and applications
may be obtained at the Van Zandt County Juvenile Probation
Dept. located at 323 E. Garland, Grand Saline, TX 75140

(903)962-6292

Part-Time/Full-Time
Detention Officers

High School Diploma / GED Required

Detention Superintendent/Intake
Juvenile Probation Officer
Bachelor's Degree Required
ALL APPLICANTS MUST BE
21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

and make us (the city) sol-
vent and healthy,” Rushing 
said.

“We were both scared, but 
we had support from the 
mayor and the council, and 
Rod Watkins was the may-
or, and he was very strong, 
and the council was strong,” 
noted Rushing.

She and Karch also gave 
credit to the rest of the city’s 

management team as the 
city climbed out of its finan-
cial hole.

The city now takes a more 
business-like approach to 
its financial affairs, accord-
ing to Rushing.

“A business can’t func-
tion if you don’t have any 
money. A business can’t 
function if you don’t have 
procedures and policies to 
follow,” she explained. 

“The citizens are expect-
ing higher service all the 

time … but to maintain ser-
vices and even elevate ser-
vices, we have to be able to 
function as a business – not 
just a government – to be 
able to grow this commu-
nity, and that’s the bottom 
line,” Rushing said.

The fiscal 2017-18 audit 
also showed the city’s as-
sets exceeding liabilities by 
$14.66 million, and the city 
showed an overall increase 
in net position of $773,905 
for the year.

FINANCE
From page 1

FLORA MASONIC  
LODGE

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
Master: Derek Spitzer

GARRETT

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING

Free Estimates

903-629-2141
903-316-6537

SERVICE
&

INSTALLATION
ServingWood County
& the East Texas area
for over 17 years

Lic/Insured TACLB021405E

Miscellaneous

Public Notice

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of RONALD ERVAN RUSHFELDT, 
Deceased, were issued on February 
26, 2019, under Docket No. 13,429, 
pending in the County Court of 
Wood County, Texas, to DONNA LEE 
RUSHFELDT PARKER.
Claims may be presented in care of 
the attorney for the estate, addressed 
as follows:
Donna Lee Rushfeldt Parker
Estate of 
Ronald Ervan Rushfeldt
c/o Thomas J. Burton, Attorney
1843 N. FM 14
Quitman, Texas 75783
All persons having claims against this 
estate, which is currently being admin-
istered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.
Dated February 26, 2019.
Thomas J. Burton, Attorney
Attorney for Applicant
State Bar #03479500
903-781-2201
Blaw6323@live.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
A public hearing will be held at Jarvis 
Christian College Fellowship Hall at 
Private Road 7631 HWY 80 E, Haw-
kins, TX 75765 on March 7, 2019 at 
3:00 PM concerning a ETCOG GoBus 
Transit pilot project for expanded 
service and possible commuter route 
in Wood County.  The public is invited 
to attend and give input regarding the 
service or other needs in the area.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of Carol Ann Hawkins, Deceased, 
were issued on February 26, 2019, 
in Cause No. 13,422, pending in the 
County Court of Wood County, Texas, 
to: Marie Annette Hardy.
All persons having claims against 
this Estate which is currently being 
administered are
required to present them to the un-
dersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
c/o: Marie Annette Hardy
491 CR 1227
Quitman, Texas 75783
DATED the 27 day of February, 2019.
/s/ Bradley S. Campbell
Attorney for Marie Annette Hardy
State Bar No.: 03694040
228 W. Broad Street
Mineola, TX 75773
Telephone: (903) 569-0000
Facsimile: (903) 569-1122
E-mail: bsc@clfpc.com

CLERK OF THE COURT
DONNA HUSTON
PO BOX 1707

QUITMAN, TX 75783
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY OR 
PRETTITIONER
THUY FRAZIER
MCCARTHY HOLTHUS LLP
1255 WEST 15TH STREET STE 1060
PLANO, TX 75075
THE STATE OF TEXAS
To:, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AT LAW 
OF WILLIAM ABSHIER, DECEASED, 
Respondent(s).
Greetings:
“You have been sued. You may 
employ an attorney. You or your 
attorney are hereby commanded 
to appear by filing a written answer 
to the Plaintiff’s Original Petition at 
or before 10:00 a.m. of the Monday 
next following the expiration of for-
ty-two days after you were served 
this citation.”
Said Plaintiff’s Original Petition was 
filed in the 402nd Judicial District 
Court of Wood County, Texas on this 
the 21st day of June, 2018, in this 
cause numbered 2018-336 on the 
docket of said court, and styled,
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR MORGAN STANLEY ABS 
CAPITAL 1 INC, TRUST 2004-NC8, 
MORTHGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-
NC8, Plaintiff
v.
LISA FINE A/K/A LISA MARIE 
ABSHIER, AND THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AT LAW OF WILLIAM AB-
SHIER, DECEASED, Defendants
IN RE: 599 GREEN MEADOW TRAIL 
BIG SANDY, TEXAS 75755
A brief statement of the nature of this 
suit is as follows, to wit:
Plaintiff Deutsche Bank National Trust 
Company, As, Trustee For Morgan 
Stanley ABS Capital 1 Inc. Trust 
2004-Nc8, Mortgage Pass-Through 
Certificates, Series 2004-NC8, its suc-
cessors and assigns, by and through 
its attorney of record, Thuy Frazier of 
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP, 1255 West 
15th  Street, Suite 1060, Plano, Texas 
75075, brought suit against Lisa Fine 
a/k/a Lisa Marie Abshier, and the 
Unknown Heirs at Law of William Ab-
shier, deceased and any other person 
claiming any subordinate right, title, 
interest or 599 Green Meadow Trail, 
Big Sandy, Texas 75755 and legally 
described to wit: LOT 300, OART IV, 
HOLLY RANCH, A SUBDIVISION OF 
WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT OF SUBDIVISION 
FILED ON VOLUME 5, PAGE 48 OF 
PLAT RECORDS OF WOOD COUN-
TY, TEXAS. 
As is more fully shown by Plaintiff’s 
Petition on file in this suit. The officer 
executing this process shall promptly 
execute the same according to law, 
and make due return as the law 
directs. 
Issued and given under my hand 
and Seal of said Court at office in 
Quitman, Texas, on this the 7th day 
of February, 2019.

ATTEST:
DONNA HUSTON-CLERK
402nd Judicial District Court of 
Wood County, Texas
By: Jennifer Mosher, Deputy

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that a public 
hearing has been set for revision on 
the plat of Holly Lake Ranch Subdi-
vision.
The revision includes lots 5, 6, 8, 9, 
and 10, Section 8, within Holly Lake 
Ranch Subdivision.
The public hearing is set for Friday, 
March 22, 2019 at 10:00 A.M. in 
the Commissioners Courtroom. All 
persons interested in revision to this 
plat may appear at the public hearing 
with opposition should they so desire. 
Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge 

PUBLIC NOTICE
A public hearing will be held at Mine-
ola Library at 301 N Pacific Street in 
Mineola on March 12, 2019 at 10:30 
AM concerning a ETCOG GoBus 
Transit pilot project for expanded 
service and possible commuter route 
in Wood County.  The public is invited 
to attend and give input regarding the 
service or other needs in the area.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original 
Letters Testamentary for the Estate 
of Helen Bourque Worley, Deceased, 
were issued on February 25, 2019, 
in Cause No. 13,416, pending in the 
County Court of Wood County, Texas, 
to: RYAN WORLEY.
All persons having claims against this 
Estate which is currently being admin-
istered are required to present them to 
the undersigned within the time and in 
the manner prescribed by law.
c/o: KYLE G. WAGGONER
Attorney at Law
PO Box 1152
Mineola, TX 75773

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Wood County Central Hospital Dis-
trict, Quitman, Texas will receive 
sealed bids for a single contract until 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 at 5:30 
pm for a project entitled Renovations 
for UTHET Air 1 at Wood County Cen-
tral Hospital District, Quitman, Texas 
75783 which is approximately 1,182 
sf of primarily interior renovation and 
cosmetic work. The project includes 
millwork, metal studs, ceramic tile, 
resilient flooring, carpeting, paint-
ing, suspended acoustical ceilings, 
lockers, MEP, and fire sprinkler. The 
project is located in the clinic south of 
the hospital.

Plans are available from:
Chris Johnston, Architect
Tyler, Texas
www.chrisjohnstonarchitect.com
(903) 566-9444
and at the AGC-CMD plan room in 
Shreveport, La.

Copies of the documents may be 
obtained by General Contractors for a 
deposit of $100 for each set for up to 
five sets. Deposit is refundable upon 
return of bid documents in good con-
dition within seven days after the date 
of bids. Extra sets may be obtained for 
the cost of reproduction and handling.

Bid security of 5% of the bid shall be 
submitted with each bid. The bid secu-
rity may be a bond or cashier’s check.

The successful bidder will be required 
to furnish and pay for satisfactory 
performance and payment bonds.

The project will require Workman’s 
Compensation and Liability Insur-
ance.

The owner reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids and waive any formal-
ities or irregularities in the bidding.

Owner Contact: Marion Stanberry 
(903) 763-0520.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Alba-Golden ISD is seeking E-Rate 
services for Funding Year 19 (2019-
2020  School Year). All interested 
vendors please see RFP at: https://
erate.esc12.net/R12/. To view the 
Form 470, please visit: 
https://portal.usac.org/suite/ Form 
470 #:190015942.

Wanted

WANTED: Pasture for lease to run 
cattle. Please call cell 903-312-7007 
or 903-882-7141, leave message.

Real Estate

Real Estate Wanted

Need to sell your home? Must be in 
good condition. Can be cash deal. 
Call Charles Gaylord Oxford, 903-
439-1818 after 5pm.

House for Rent

One bedroom house on private lake 
near AG School.  Very private. Rent 
$500 or buy $69,500. 903-258-2682.

House for Rent
Brick 3-bedroom,  2-1/2 bath, den, 
large living area, 2-car garage, central 
heat/air. 416 McWhorter St. 218-995-
2137, 903-593-8892.

Employment

Employment

Tiffany’s Restaurant now hiring wait-
resses and dishwashers. Call 903-
765-2087.

had more municipal govern-
ment experience.”

Kieke is the head of the 
Quitman Youth Founda-
tion and he has experience 
in leadership, management 
and sales. He also has expe-
rience in interacting with the 
legal field.

The city likely will pay 
Kloefkorn’s severance 
during all of March. During 
this time, Dobbs said, the 
city will be without a city 
secretary/administrator.

“We’ve done it a couple of 
times,” he said. “Our staff 
here, the council and I will 
just basically try to man the 
ship as best we can for the 30 
days.”

RESIGN
From page 1

Divide & Conquer Downsizing Sale 
Thurs., Mar. 7 ~ 7:00-5:30 • Fri., Mar. 8 ~ 8:00-5:30       

Sat., Mar. 9 ~ 8:00-2:00
1985 Raveneaux (in Hollytree) ~ Tyler, TX  75703 

Outside Loop 323 and off S. Broadway, turn west onto Grande; at the first light, 
turn left onto Hollytree Drive. Across from the club parking lot, turn right onto 

Royal Oak. The house is on the corner of Royal Oak & Raveneaux.
This 4337 sq. ft home, offered by Whitney Fate, is for sale; contents & consignments 
must go: dining table; dining chairs; buffet; two more dining tables; breakfast table & 
4 chairs; sectional sofa; leather sofa; end tables; floor & table lamps; great rugs; misc. 
chairs; brass fire fender; fireplace screens; TV stand; barley twist game table & 4 chairs; 
desks; huge framed tapestry; large mirrors; matching bookcases; large wardrobe; 
ottomans; bedding & other linens; antique lamps; 100’s of handblown glasses; planters; 
china; Kohler & Campbell piano; mink & fox coat; costume jewelry; men & women’s 
clothes, shoes, belts; new ties and shirts; mink & fox coat; costume jewelry; 2 large coffee 
tables; queen bed; l twin bed; full bed; framed art; huge array of Longaberger baskets; 
patio furniture; tiered plant stand; black wire baskets; washer & dryer; Igloos; oil lamps; 
sooooo much more!!!  

Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com
SAVE THE DATE: 5-day sale April 30 - May 4 
for Mrs. Louise “Lou” Herrington Ornelas!)
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Here it is … March already! Spring is sup-
posed to be just around the corner. Have you 
gotten your gardens planted? Do you need 
inspiration? Check out some of our books 
about gardening.

Mineola Memorial Library would like to 
say a great big thank you to the Meredith 
Foundation for granting our request for the 2019 year. We 
are so glad to have such an organization in this town and 
the Meredith Foundation makes many things possible at 
the Library. So again, thank you, Meredith Foundation!

Friends of the Mineola Memorial Library will meet on 
Thursday, March 7 at 1 p.m. They are scheduled to vis-
it Grace Community Healthcare and learn more about its 
role in the community.

Regular programs will not happen during Mineola ISDs 
Spring Break March 11-15. Seems like everyone takes this 
opportunity to travel or get caught up on appointments 

that need to be scheduled. The Library will be open. We 
will probably have some passive activities set out to 
try. Passive activities are things that do not require a class 
or instruction. Passive programming includes coloring 
pages, games, puzzles, etc.  We will have Toddler Story 
Time on Wednesday at 10:15 a.m. and Bouncing Babies on 
Thursday at 10 a.m.

The Summer Reading theme is a Universe of Stories, and 
we are already beginning to plan activities around this 
idea. You will notice a number of volunteers while staff 
goes to the Johnson Space Center to seek inspiration.

East Texas Library Friends Book Club will meet in the 
Mineola Memorial Library on Saturday, March 23 at 2 
p.m. to discuss The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Fin-
kel. This is a non-fiction account of a man who decided 
to leave society behind and live on his own. It is a unique 
story. Please, feel free to join this group and discuss this 
selection. On another note, this group has been meeting for 

10 years now! I couldn’t believe it when I looked back over 
the reading selections and realized how long we’ve been 
reading together.

The Mineola Memorial Library Book Club will meet on 
Thursday, March 21 at 6 p.m. to discuss Sue Monk Kidd’s 
The Secret Life of Bees. This story is set in South Carolina in 
1964 and revolves around a young girl who lost her mother 
and is raised by a unique group of women beekeepers. You 
may have seen the movie with Dakota Fanning and Queen 
Latifah. Read the book and see which you liked better or 
see how close the movie stayed to the book then join us for 
a lively discussion.

Another thank you is due to Elizabeth Smith for donating 
two magazine subscriptions to the Library. We are grateful 
for these magazines and feel our patrons will enjoy them 
as well.

Remember, the Mineola Memorial Library is a 501(c)3, 
non-profit.

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

The Pilot Club of Quitman 
will host a Special Olympics 
meet at the Quitman High 
School track field, 1101 E. 
Goode St., on March 22. 

Teams representing six 
school districts will partici-
pate in track and field events 
coordinated by members of 
the Quitman Pilot and Anchor 
clubs.  A total of 175 athletes 
have submitted entry forms to 
the state-sanctioned event.   

The opening ceremony and 
Parade of Athletes will start  
at 9:30 a.m. A hamburger/
hotdog  lunch will be served 
by the Pilot Club to the partic-
ipating athletes and coaches.

Special Olympics is an in-

ternational organization that 
changes lives by promoting 
understanding, acceptance 
and inclusion between peo-
ple with and without intel-
lectual disabilities.  Founded 
in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver, Special Olympics 
provides participating indi-
viduals continuing opportu-
nities to realize their poten-
tial, develop physical fitness, 
demonstrate courage and ex-
perience joy and friendship.

Attendance is free to the 
public.

The community is welcome 
to attend and support these 
athletes during their compe-
tition.

Quitman Pilot Club hosting 
Special Olympics March 22

Bread of Life Ministries 
is hosting Bread Fast with a 
Heart from 7 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 9 at the First 
United Methodist Church 
Ministries Center, 612 N. 
Newsom St. in Mineola.

The suggested donation for 
the all-you-can-eat breakfast 
is $7 for adults and $4 for 
children.

All proceeds benefit the 
Bread of Life Ministries Food 
Pantry in Mineola.

Bread Fast with a Heart 
set for Saturday morning

The Mineola High School 
One-Act Play advanced in 
district competition last 
week, and three students 
were recognized at the re-
cent District 12-AAA UIL 
competition.

Adam Dievendorf re-
ceived Outstanding Techni-
cian, Peyton Hass received 
Honorable Mention All-Star 
Cast, and Anastasia Malo-

The Quitman High School 
One Act Play team became 
district champs and ad-
vanced to bi-district last 
weekend.

The cast and crew earned 
a few honors while compet-
ing at District. Riley Camer-
on received the best actress 
award. Kaiti Kelley earned 
All Star cast. Halee High-
tower earned All Star crew. 
Honorable Mention All Star 
cast went to Jacob Day.

Quitman High School One Act Play cast, crew and directors hold their District championship award on stage. Photo 
courtesy of QHS Facebook page.

The Mineola High School One Act Play team.

ney was named to the All-
Star Cast.

The UIL One-Act Play 
contest is a competition 

where similarly-sized Tex-
as schools present an 18-40 
minute play and may be ad-
judicated by a panel of three 

judges or a single judge. 
The contest is held on a sin-
gle day and is open to the 
public.

Mineola 
One-Act 
Play team 
advances

Quitman play advances from district
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John Spanko
General Contractor

• Remodels • All Carpentry
• Doors/Windows 

• Additions
38 Years Experience
Quality Work & Free Estimates

903-569-2618    903-920-5597

ConstruCtion Cleaning serviCe

TED WILSON
CONSTRUCTION
YOUR REMODELING SPECIALIST

Remodels, Add-ons & Repairs
Barns, Garages & Shops

Residential & Commercial

903-850-3570

Maid 2Shine
Cleaning
Service

Jennifer Clanton
903.569.7552

Business, Residential, Ready Makes, RVs

Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtion

Computer repair

gymnastiCs-Cheer

903-882-1533
2612 S. Main St. | Lindale

KDF
Gymnastics

Every class 
comes with 

fun & friends!

Swann Computer Repair
Kenny Swann
PC Repair/Virus Removal/WiFi

(903) 975-4496
Will pick up or work on

at your home or business

Be a part of the CorkBoard!
Call Brandi Box today at

903 763-4522!

Lady Bulldogs fall to White Oak
Quitman’s Reiny Luman takes a cut against White Oak on Feb. 26. The Lady 
Bulldogs dropped the softball game to the Lady Roughnecks 12-0. Quitman 
is scheduled to play Alba-Golden on Friday, March 8. (Monitor photo by Zak 
Wellerman).

Quitman Bulldog’s pitcher Ben Burroughs successfully steals second base 
during a 9-7 win over Hawkins at Hawkins on Feb. 28.

Alba-Golden, Mineola and 
Quitman baseball and soft-
ball teams took advantage of 
the tournament season this 
past weekend as they pre-
pare for district openers. The 
Alba-Golden Lady Panthers 
softball team was the only 
idle team this weekend, al-
though they have recorded a 
9-0 season start. They started 
district play at 5 p.m. Tues-
day March 5 at Rains.

The Panthers baseball 
team played five games in 
tournament action in Tyler. 
They notched wins against 
John Tyler High School and 
Cumberland Academy.  The 
Panthers fell to Gladewa-
ter, Brownsboro and Lone 
Oak. Coach David Webster’s 
team will open district play 
Thursday March 14 in an af-
ternoon home game against 
Grand Saline. First pitch is 
scheduled for 1:30 p.m.

The Lady Jackets softball 
team participated in the 
McKinney Tourney, finish-
ing with one win, two losses 
and a tie. The Lady Jackets 
shut out Argyle by a score of 
6-0, tied Midland, and suf-
fered close losses to Mount 
Pleasant and Allen. Min-

eola’s softball opener was 
scheduled for Tuesday eve-
ning, March 5 at Edgewood.

The Yellowjackets saw ac-
tion in the Malakoff Tour-
ney. Mineola defeated Rice 
Consolidated but fell to Gar-
rison, Malakoff and Mabank.  
The Yellowjackets will open 
their 2019 campaign at home 
on Tuesday evening, March 
12 against Rains.

Chris Veach’s Lady Bull-
dogs played six games at 
the Longview Two Step 
Tourney, compiling a 2-4 
record. Quitman bettered 
Tatum and Paul Pewitt High 
School while enduring loss-
es to New Diana, Joaquin, 
New Boston and Center.  
Quitman will travel to Al-
ba-Golden on Friday, March 
8 in their district opener. 
Game time is 5 p.m.

The Bulldog baseball team 
competed in the Union 
Grove Tourney. They pre-
vailed in exciting wins over 
Hawkins and Ore City, by 
scores of 9-7 and 8-7, re-
spectively, before falling to 
Sabine. The Bulldogs com-
mence district play at 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, March 12 at 
Grand Saline.           

The Alba-Golden baseball 
team joined a field of five 
local schools at the Third 
Annual Tim Crowder In-
vitational Baseball Tour-
nament this past weekend. 
Over three days the Pan-
thers earned victories over 
John Tyler and Cumberland 
Academy. 

The Panthers opened play 
against the Gladewater 
Bears. A strong outing by 
Alba-Golden hurler Braden 
Reynolds, who yielded just 
two earned runs over four 
innings, was not enough to 
contain the Bears. Glade-
water staged a final inning 
comeback with six runs to 
take the win, 10-5. Panther 
Jacob Dailey went 2-for-4 at 
the plate.

Dailey recorded a pitch-
ing win in the next game 
against the John Tyler Li-

ons. He threw four innings, 
giving up just two hits and 
one unearned run. Braden 
Reynolds and Tom Mitch-
ell each collected two hits 
in three plate appearances, 
while Dylan Arenas’ double 
drove in two runs. 

Alba-Golden dropped the 
next two games to Browns-
boro and Lone Oak, before 
finishing tourney play with 
a 3-1 win over Cumberland. 
Panther Dalton Hendrix 
picked up the win with a 
strong performance from 
the mound. In seven in-
nings he chalked up eight 
strikeouts and allowed just 
one hit. Tim Mitchell had 
another fine performance at 
the plate, going 2-for-2.

The Panthers’ record is 4-3 
on the season. Their next 
game was scheduled for 6 
p.m. Tuesday at Avery.

The Alba-Golden varsity 
baseball pitching staff com-
bined for a no-hitter in ac-
tion against the Avery Bull-
dogs Feb. 25. 

Ford Tannebaum, Kason 
Trimble, Jack Tannebaum, 
and Jacob Daily combined 
for five innings of no-hit 
pitching in the 21-1 rout of 
the Bulldogs. 

The Panthers tallied 12 
runs in the bottom of the 
first inning, and scored 

in all four at bats. At the 
plate, Alba-Golden was led 
by junior Jacob Daily, who 
went 3-for-3 and collect-
ed seven RBIs. Sophomore 
Kason Trimble went 1-for-
1, knocking in three RBIs 
with a double.  Senior Tom 
Mitchell was 2-for-4 on the 
night. 

Only a series of fielding er-
rors prevented Alba-Gold-
en from also recording a 
shutout.

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Five Quitman power lift-
ing athletes advanced to 
the regional contest after 
competing throughout the 
season.

Gatha Davis earned 11th 
place in the 165-pound 
weight class, and Shelby 
Compton was ninth place in 
the 220-pound weight class.

Langdon Bautista quali-
fied and earned fourth place 
in the 148-pound weight 
class, Justin Blalock placed 
sixth in the 275-pound 
weight class, and River 
Chaney placed 11th in the 

148-pound weight class.
Brooklyn Marcee, Bai-

ley Hughes and Jaci Coley 
qualified as regional alter-
nates. Marcee placed 13th 
in the 114-pound weight 
class, Hughes placed 15th in 
the 148-pound weight class, 
and Coley placed 15th in 
the 181-pound weight class.

Jeremy Peek is a regional 
alternate for the boys’ team. 
He received 13th place in 
the 220-pound weight class. 
Alternates have a chance 
of lifting at regionals if the 
athletes who placed above 
them in their weight class 
do not meet eligibility re-
quirements.

Baseball, softball squads 
head into district play

Panthers no-hit Avery, win 21-1 Quitman power lifters 
advance to regional meet

Alba-Golden wins a pair    
of games during tournament

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

The Mineola City Council 
on Feb. 25 decided to con-
vene a special work session to 
hear from Watkins Insurance 
regarding employee health 
insurance for fiscal 2019-20. 
A workshop was set for Tues-
day evening.

 The action came after a live-
ly give-and-take on whether 
Watkins Insurance had been 
given adequate opportunity 
to make a presentation to the 
council. Also, council mem-
bers agreed that a full body 
should be seated before vot-
ing on something as conse-
quential as health insurance, 
which cost the city roughly 
$500,000 last fiscal year. Al-
derwoman Novada Bigham 
was absent from the Feb. 25 
meeting. A new health insur-
ance plan must be in place by 
Oct. 1.

Former Mineola Mayor 
Rodney Watkins, president 
of Watkins Insurance Group-
East Texas, told The Monitor 
that he intends to attend the 
workshop and address any 
questions or concerns the 
council may have. Watkins 
said he’s had cordial and 
open discussions with City 
Manager Mercy Rushing.  

At the Feb. 25 meeting, 
Rushing and Finance Manag-
er Cindy Karch recommend-
ed moving forward on what 
they see as a cost-effective 
proposal by Brinson Benefits 
Inc., a Dallas company that 
made a pitch to the council 
in late January. Should the 
council engage its services, 
Brinson would replace Wat-
kins Insurance as the city’s 
health insurance agent of re-
cord and negotiate on behalf 
of the city for health care cov-
erage, the city’s second larg-
est expense after payroll. 

The city signed on with 
Watkins Insurance in 2017, 
and Rushing noted that the 
company came through in a 
pinch and identified consid-
erable savings for the city. 
According to Watkins, the 
savings amounted to about 
$150,000 over two years.

 Still, Rushing and Karch 
indicated that Brinson may 
offer lower costs in the years 
ahead.

 “Our job is to do due dili-
gence on everything,” includ-
ing health insurance cover-
age, Rushing told the council. 
Brinson would charge the city 
$24,996 for its services with 
no further management fees, 
according to a staff memo-
randum. As the city’s agent 
of record, Watkins currently 
charges $31,800. However, 

two additional health insur-
ance companies involved 
with the city, Benecon and 
Meratain, charge separate 
management fees of $16,710 
and $20,688, respectively, for 
a combined cost of $69,198 
in fees, or $44,202 more than 
what Brinson promises.  

The recommendation to 
proceed with Brinson did not 
sit well with Alderman Greg 
Hollen, who argued that “it 
is highly unusual to enter 
into this kind of arrangement 
in the middle of a program 
year.” Insurance shopping 
generally is done 60 to 90 
days from when a contract 
expires, he indicated.

“Give the incumbent (Wat-
kins Insurance) the same 
opportunity that you gave 
to someone who walked 
through the door,” Hollen 
said, adding that Watkins 
should have the same ability 
to review Brinson’s proposal 
as Brinson had in reviewing 
Watkins’ numbers. “My be-
lief is the incumbent deserves 
at least that from this council, 
before you vote to move on to 
someone else.”

 Rushing said she talked 
to Rod Watkins after Brin-
son’s presentation because 
she wanted him to be aware 
of it. She gave Watkins the 
proposal that Brinson made. 
“I didn’t have to, but I did 
out of respect, because I do 
think a lot of Watkins” and 
she generally wants to keep 
business local.

“But it’s not about that. It’s 
about bringing y’all numbers 
that are out there based on 
what they (Brinson) said they 
would do,” Rushing said.

At one point in the pro-
ceeding, Alderwoman Jayne 
Lankford remarked: “Rod 
Watkins would be the first to 
say this is not the good old 
boy system anymore; this is 
what is best for our city.”

As for acting on the insur-
ance issue now instead of lat-
er in the year, Rushing said 
the council last year instruct-
ed the administration to be-
gin working on insurance in 
March. “We were just doing 
what we were told to do,” 
she said.

Noting the council was a 
member short, Alderwom-
an Sue Jones said, “This is 
a big decision, and I think 
all council members need to 
have input and need to have 
information directly – not in-
directly.”

Alderman Mitchell Tuck 
took a similar position, add-
ing that whatever course the 
council takes must be in the 
best interest of the city.

City hears from Watkins  
before hiring new agent 
for health insurance

The “Border Lows”, a 
Local Chapter of “Lon-
ers on Wheels” (lonerson-
wheels.com) will be having 
their monthly camp out, 
March 6-10 at Mineola RV 
Park, 1150 N. Newsom St., 
903-569-6115.

All camping singles are 
welcome to camp with us or 
come visit awhile.

For more info, call Ruth at 
903-678-3714 or Dorothy at 
870-648-7118, Tina at 214-
926-6144 or ruthann19508@
aol.com.

Loners on Wheels plan event in Mineola
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903-569-9560
▪UNLIMITED DATA
▪NO CONTRACTS
▪NO SATELLITE

5 Mb

$69.95/mo

15 Mb

$89.95/mo
25 Mb*

$99.95/mo

Do you need Internet out in the country?

Are you tired of paying too much for Internet?
Call us today for a free site survey!

www.NextWaveWireless.com
*Not available in all areas

The Mineola Yellowjackets 
labored through a sub-par 
first quarter in their regional 
quarterfinal loss to the James 
Madison Trojans Feb. 26 at 
Forney High School gym-
nasium. Although the Jack-
ets battled back and were 
within striking distance at 
the mid-point of the fourth 
quarter, a seven-point Mad-
ison run ended Mineola’s 
season. 

Mineola suffered seven 
turnovers in the opening 
stanza. The miscues ran the 
whole gamut: a step out of 
bounds on the baseline, a 
steal, a backcourt violation, 
an intercepted pass, an un-
contested rebound lost out 
of bounds, another steal, a 
force out of bounds. The ear-
ly errors were out of charac-
ter for the Yellowjackets. An 
active Trojan backcourt was 
largely responsible for Min-
eola’s error-prone start.

Senior Shaw Franklin, who 
played an exceptional game, 
got the Jackets on the board 
with a score off an inbound 
play. An offensive rebound 
put-back by Trevion Sneed, 
and a long pass ahead from 
Franklin to Davion Sneed 
highlighted the Mineola of-
fense early.   

Dual technical fouls after 
a struggle over a loose ball 
indicated a level of frustra-
tion among the Yellowjack-
ets. Madison drove the ball 
inside and scored on drives 
or with assists throughout 
the first quarter. Madison 
scored on only one 3-point 
shot in the first half. At the 
end of one, the score stood 
Madison 19-11. 

The game tightened sig-
nificantly in the second 
quarter. Stretches of solid 
fundamental basketball gave 
Mineola life. Franklin had 
a particularly good stretch 
with a beautiful move in the 
lane for a score and a nice 
scoring drive. 

Following two Jonah 
Fischer free throws to make 

it a five-point game, Kada-
vian George stole the ball in 
the press and broke away for 
an uncontested dunk. It was 
a three-point game with 1:46 
to play in the half. The teams 
traded scores for the remain-
der of the half, and Madison 
led at half 31-27. 

The Yellowjackets were 
buoyed by outscoring the 
Trojans 16-12 in the second 
quarter. Coming out of the 
locker room, Mineola made 
a strong push to open the 
second half. In the first two 
minutes of play, the Jack-
ets forced two turnovers, 
crashed the boards for three 
offensive rebounds, and 
blocked two Madison shots.  
All that activity howev-
er produced only a pair of 
Franklin free throws.

If they were going to win 
it appeared that the third 
quarter was the key. Min-
eola held Madison to only 
eight points in the quarter. 
The Yellowjackets pulled 
down 14 rebounds but could 
generate only 10 points.  At 
three occasions in the quar-
ter the Yellowjackets were 
within one score of the lead. 
The quality of the Mineola 
scores was excellent, espe-

cially a tip-in from Franklin, 
but the Yellowjackets could 
not close. At the quarter 
break the score was 39-37 
Madison. 

With 6:11 to play, it re-
mained a four-point game. 
In the next 90 seconds, Mad-
ison hit a mid-range jumper, 
scored on a steal and break-
away, and hit a 3-pointer. 
They went up 50-39. That 
short burst of scoring sealed 
Mineola’s fate. The Dallas 
squad hit seven of eight free 
throws down the stretch. 

With 45 seconds to play, 
Mineola Coach Ryan Stead-
man sent sophomore Aidan 
Steward, junior DaVante 
Stephens, junior Caleb Griff-
en, and junior Colt Marlow 
into the game. With them on 
the floor was senior Shaw 
Franklin, fighting until the 
final buzzer. 

No doubt the Yellowjack-
ets were dismayed by the 
game, especially after their 
best performance of the year 
in the area win against Leon-
ard High School, but the 
2018-19 season was memo-
rable for the quality of their 
play over a lengthy basket-
ball season. It was a spectac-
ular achievement.       

Yellowjacket playoff trail ends

The District 12-3A girls bas-
ketball head coaches unani-
mously selected Mineola’s Sa-
bria Dean as the 2018-19 Most 
Valuable Player. The coaches 
selected Edgewood’s Katie 
Pool as Offensive MVP and 
Alba-Golden’s Ashlyn Rogers 
as Defensive MVP. Newcom-
er of the Year went to Edge-
wood sophomore Jacie Elliott, 
while Lone Oak’s Marissa 
Hubbard, a freshman, was 
named as Sixth Man of the 
Year.

First Team All-District 
honors were awarded to Al-
ba-Golden’s Grace Bizzell, 
Ginny Carson and Macie 
Pendergrass; Edgewood’s 
Tabby Parker, Addi Prater, 
Keely Randle and Kenzie 
Smith; Grand Saline’s Brook-
lyn Bolin and Payton Stanley; 
Lone Oak’s Jenna Forten-
berry, Maddie Moser and 
Ashleigh Norman; Mineola’s 
Tahjae Black, Cyndi Butler 
and Jessiah Riley; Quitman’s 
Ava Burroughs and Madalyn 
Spears; and Rains’ Chanlee 
Oakes and Leo Terry.

Second Team All-District 
honors were earned by Al-
ba-Golden’s Sammy Ramb-

sel; Edgewood’s Claire James; 
Grand Saline’s Sarah Elliott 
and J’Cea Melton; Lone Oak’s 
Madison Burchett and Kalie 
Dunavant; Mineola’s Kelsey 
Brewington, Meghan Brew-
ington and Tiara Stephens; 
Quitman’s Lucy Brannon and 
Madalynn Whitehurst; and 
Rains’ McKenna Hildebrandt 
and Jaylee Sims.

The 2018-19 season was 

memorable for some ex-
tremely competitive games, 
amazing individual skill and 
excellent team play. As Al-
ba-Golden Head Coach Blake 
Hamrick offered: “There were 
some good teams from our 
district that didn’t make the 
playoffs, and that just shows 
how competitive it was…you 
had to show up every single 
night ready to play.” 

Kadavian George (23) blocks a shot against Dallas Madison. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Jamie Pierce-Hogue, 
MPAS, PA-C

Certified Physician Assistant

Welcome to Quitman
Certified physician assistant Jamie Pierce-Hogue has 
joined UT Health East Texas Physicians in Quitman. 

Specializing in orthopedics for more than a decade, she 
believes the most rewarding part of her job is being able 

to help patients return to a more mobile or pain-free 
lifestyle.

New Patients Welcome

For more information or to schedule an appointment, call 
903-596-3844.

UT Health East Texas Physicians are in-network providers for Medicare, 
Medicaid and most insurance plans.

UTHealthQuitman.com
117 N. Winnsboro St., Quitman, TX 75783

Sabria Dean named District 12-3A basketball MVP

Sabria Dean knifes through the lane against Ponder.

Yellowjacket seniors Shaw Franklin and Kadavian George contest a jump shot 
against Dallas Madison.


