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Jury sentences Karch to 20 years 
for online misconduct with minor

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

A Wood County jury 
sentenced Todd Karch to 
20 years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine after returning 
a guilty verdict on June 19 
against the former director 
of transportation for the 
Mineola ISD.

Karch, 50, was found 
guilty of using an Internet 
site to seek a sexual encoun-
ter with an underage Mine-
ola student. He was indict-
ed in April 2018 on a charge 
of online sexual solicitation 
of a minor, a third-degree 
felony.

The teenager testified last 
week, as did Mineola police 
Capt. Joyce Box, who inter-
viewed the teen as part of 
an investigation. Mineola 
ISD Superintendent Kim 
Tunnell also testified as a 
prosecution witness.

According to his testimo-
ny, the teen began com-
municating with someone 
unknown to him through 

an online dating app called 
Grindr in January 2017. 
As the conversation pro-
gressed, the person asked to 
meet for sex, the teen testi-
fied.

The teenager said he had 
misleadingly signed up for 
the Grindr account as an 
18-year-old; however, he 
later revealed to the person 
he had met online that he 
actually was 16 before sexu-
ally explicit details and pic-
tures were exchanged.

The teen described the on-
line relationship as a friend-
ship for the most part to 
discuss sexuality concerns. 
In September 2017, he then 
wanted to know who he 
was communicating with 
online and asked for a pho-
to.

Karch eventually re-
sponded with a school year-
book photo of himself, the 
teen testified. The victim 
recognized Karch and then 
asked a series of personal 
questions, which confirmed 
Karch’s identity, the teenag-

er testified.
The boy’s friends later en-

couraged him to stop com-
municating on the app, he 
testified. Karch’s online re-
lationship with the alleged 
victim eventually was re-
ported in October 2017.

An investigation into the 
matter ensued. Karch was 
placed on administrative 

TODD KARCH

Stormy springtime weather has continued to pound Wood County. A powerful thunderstorm hit Wood County just 
before dawn on Wednesday, June 19, knocking down trees and power lines and interrupting electrical service to 80 
customers in Wood County, according to Wood County Electric Cooperative. Here, a massive pine tree was blown over 
at a house on Mimosa Street in Mineola. A crew was removing the tree last Wednesday afternoon. The Winnsboro 
area, which was already recovering from tornado damage, was especially hard hit. More storms hit on Thursday and 
Sunday.(Monitor photo by Hank Murphy).

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Alba-Golden High School 
will soon add a new art 
classroom and a distance 
learning and technology 
classroom to the high school 
building. Construction is 
expected to commence in 
September with the class-
rooms ready for the spring 
semester.

Alba-Golden ISD Busi-
ness Manager Brenda Kel-
ley described the project as 
the first of three significant 
improvements to school fa-
cilities. The next anticipated 
project will be the construc-

tion of improved agricultur-
al-mechanic facilities. The 
third project will be con-
struction of a new wing at 
the elementary school.

The art and technology 
classrooms as well as the 
agricultural construction 
are expected to be funded 
through the school’s gener-
al fund.

Jackson Construction 
Company of Quitman is 
the construction manager 
at risk for the project and 
is soliciting proposals until 
July 16.

Kelley anticipates that the 
school board will likely se-
lect a winning bid at the Au-

gust board meeting. 
Like many area schools, 

Alba-Golden contracts with 
Tyler Junior College to facil-
itate dual credit classes and 
distance learning. Kelley 
commented, “The program 
is good for the kids, good 
for the parents, and good 
for the school.” 

After working out of an 
old fieldhouse, Alba-Gold-
en art students will soon 
be sketching their creative 
works in a classroom de-
signed for the purpose.

The two classrooms will 
be added to the northern 
end of the main high school 
building.

Alba-Golden plans campus improvement project

Cases of ex-sheriff, deputy 
‘in a quagmire’ says judge
Special prosecutor seeks payment from Wood County

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Prosecutor pro tem Joe 
Shearin said last week that 
Wood County and its attor-
ney have “frozen me out” 
and refuse to communicate 
with him as he attempts 
to get paid for his work in 
prosecuting former Wood 
County Sheriff James A. 
Brown and ex-deputy Miles 
Tucker.

Meanwhile, attorneys for 
Brown (Douglas Parks) and 
Tucker (Buck Files) say their 
clients are being unfair-
ly “left in limbo” and that 

more delays could push the 
trials back to 2021.

The presiding judge in the 
cases, Joe D. Clayton, de-
scribed the situation as “a 
quagmire.”

The Brown and Tucker 
cases date back to Novem-
ber 2015 and a dispute over 
an oil lease on Brown’s 
land. An oilman in conflict 
with Brown, John Win-
ston Forrester, and his fa-
ther, John Phillip Forrester, 
were shot by Jerry Boone, a 
neighbor to Brown, in No-
vember 2015. The Forrest-
ers survived the shooting, 
and Boone was arrested and 

convicted of aggravated as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

In 2017, Brown and Tuck-
er were indicted by a Wood 
County grand jury in con-
nection with the lease dis-
pute. Brown is charged 
with abuse of official capac-
ity, a state jail felony. Tuck-
er faces felony charges of 
aggravated perjury, abuse 
of official capacity, tam-
pering with or fabricating 
evidence, as well as misde-
meanor charges of official 
oppression. 

Shearin, who was ap-

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Prosecutors in the Jason 
Walters murder case want 
to amend a murder in-
dictment stemming from 
the 2014 shooting death of 
Christopher James Griffin.

In addition, it was an-
nounced at a pre-trial con-
ference on June 20 that the 
trial will take place at the 
Wood County Justice Cen-
ter in Quitman instead of 
the courthouse because of 
security concerns. Jury se-
lection will be done at the 
Carroll Greene Civic Cen-
ter.  

Thomas Cloudt, a pros-
ecutor for the Texas Attor-
ney General’s Office, told 
the court last week that he 
was considering a re-indict-
ment of Walters this week 
on new charges of man-

slaughter and felony mur-
der. Cloudt’s declaration 
was immediately opposed 
by defense attorney Buck 
Files, who said a charge of 
felony murder“ changes the 
dynamics of this case im-
mensely” and would alter 
the defense’s strategy. The 
defense did not object to the 
lesser charge of manslaugh-
ter.  

The trial is set to start July 
8, and none of the parties, 
Judge Joe D. Clayton in-
cluded, showed any inter-
est in another continuance. 
The case has dragged on for 
nearly five years.

Walters was indicted for 
murder in September 2014 
for allegedly shooting and 
killing Griffin behind the 
EZ-Mart in Mineola on July 
15, 2014.

In seeking a re-indictment, 
Cloudt said his goal was not 

to delay the case or cause 
problems for the defense. 
He said his only motive was 
to “properly charge the de-
fendant.” The evidence, he 
said, suggests felony mur-
der is appropriate.

“It’s been appropriate 
since 2014,” replied Clay-
ton, who appeared irritat-
ed by the state’s intention 
to re-indict this late in the 
game.

In Texas, a distinction ex-
ists between murder and 
felony murder. Murder is 
defined as intentionally 
or knowingly causing the 
death of another person, or 
knowingly and intentional-
ly seeking to cause bodily 
harm or injury through an 
act dangerous to human 
life, and as a result, causing 
the death of another person. 

Prosecutor eyes new charges in Walters case;
trial to be held at county’s Justice Center

Quitman ISD agriculture program helps 
prepare students for job market and life

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

With about 150 high 
school and junior high stu-
dents in the program, agri-
culture science at Quitman 
ISD continues to grow by 
providing students with 
real-world leadership qual-
ities and professional skills.

Agriculture science teach-
er Brant Lee said the QISD 
agriculture department’s 
biggest push is develop-
ing professional leadership 
skills in students.

“The reason for our 
growth is, I think, we’ve 
changed the perception of 
what many people think 
FFA (Future Farmers of 
America) is,” Lee said. 
“We’re not just training the 
agriculture future farmers. 
We’re training America’s 
future leaders.”

Alongside classroom cur-
riculum, agriculture stu-
dents participate in a variety 
of contests and activities, 
such as livestock shows, 
and leadership and career 
development events.  The 
goal is for them to become 
well-rounded individuals.

Those involved in the 
agriculture program learn 
how to be interviewed, have 
conversations, and become 
respectful young adults, 
added Corey Hammond, 
a QISD agriculture science 
teacher.

“We hope they (students) 
are learning the leadership 
skills they need to be assets 
in society,” Hammond said.

A third teacher, Paulette 
Aguilar, was hired for next 
school year to assist with 
the agriculture curriculum. 
Aguilar will teach plant 
science, agribusiness and 
leadership subjects. Lee 
teaches ag mechanics and 
Hammond teaches animal 
science.

As a part of Quitman’s ag 
program, multiple students 

receive agriculture-related 
certifications to apply to-
ward their resumes and fu-
ture career paths. This year, 
about 60 certifications have 
been completed.

Several students have 
earned the Bayer Crop Plant 
Science Certification, Ex-
press Employment Profes-
sionals Career Preparedness 
Certification and National 
Collegiate Livestock Coach-
es’ Association (NCLCA) 

Kori Hammond of Quitman FFA with her cow at the Mineola Junior Livestock 
Show in the spring. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)
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Letter to the Editor

GOT NEWS? Call us. 903-569-2442 903-763-4522

Corner Column
By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmailcom

The premier women’s sporting event in the world, the 
Women’s Soccer World Cup, is upon us. The United 
States has the No. 1 ranked team in the world and is the 
favorite to become World Cup champion. 

Amongst the coverage of America’s initial group games 
has been reporting about one of the team athletes, Me-
gan Rapinoe, who is refusing to stand for the National 
Anthem as a form of protest. The protest is hard to figure 
out, as the rationale given by Rapinoe is basically an 
obscenity directed at President Donald Trump and his 
administration. 

The explanation she provided in a follow-up interview 
which has been widely reported was “So it’s kind of a “F 
you” to any sort of inequality or bad sentiments that the 
administration might have toward people who do not 
look exactly like him.”  The explanation, if one can call it 
that, brings the whole concept of athlete protestation into 
question.  

Rapinoe claims affiliation with the racial protests of 
Colin Kaepernick and believes that as a homosexual she is 
not given the same protections under the Constitution as 
a heterosexual.

We all have opinions, and have the right to express 
them. However, there is more to being an American than 
self-expression. 

Athletic competition is representational work. From the 
earliest youth competitions, we represent our families, 
or neighborhoods and towns. As a youngster we might 
wear a jersey which bears the name of a local sponsoring 
business. In schools certainly we are charged to represent 
the school, all students in the school, the teachers, coaches 
and alumni. 

The representational net only widens as we progress 
in our chosen profession. As a sportswriter, one’s ac-
tions reflect on all sportswriters, the same is true of truck 
mechanics, or pastors, or city officials, etc. Most of our 
representational work is a function of what we chose to 
do in life. In Rapinoe’s case, she chose to play soccer. 

Circumstances and a lot of hard work no doubt have 
placed her at the peak of her chosen profession. As such, 
she may speak her own opinion willingly, but she cannot 
escape the gift of representing. In this case, in competing 
for the national team at an international event, she rep-
resents all 325 million Americans.  

And that is my beef with sports protests. No one gave 
me a call to ask if they could abuse their representational 
responsibilities and speak on my behalf. In most of our 

households, the right of representation is not just a right 
or a gift or a responsibility, but an honor. 

To have arrived at a place in life to be able to represent 
others, through achievement, is an incredible feat. Many 
never attain this platform. Those who do, usually realize 
that they arrived at that point through the sacrifices and 
support of generations. Most also recognize that when 
they speak they represent all those people who had a 
hand in their success. It is not optional. It is just the way 
things are. 

These realizations come with maturity, self-reflection, 
and education. Those who dare to speak on behalf of all 
Americans (simply because they have a platform) lack the 
mental acuity to appreciate that fact.  

Does Rapinoe have a beef? Perhaps. Does she have the 
right to represent you or me or any American in express-
ing that beef at the World Cup? No.

It is noted that 18,591 people attended the USA’s route 
of Thailand in the first round of action last week, with 
many Americans in attendance. Entombed in France are 
60,512 American war dead. Represent them, national 
team, and respect them with grace, honor and gratitude. 
You represent us all. 
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

To add a listing to the
calendar, email editor@

woodcountymonitor.com
or news@woodcounty

monitor.com or call 903-
569-2442 or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 404 S. Main Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 7 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP #36 QUITMAN – meets second and 
fourth Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United 
Methodist Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
Boy Scouts Troop 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION - first Sat-
urday except June, July, August and December, 11 a.m. Har-
vest Acres Baptist Church, 460 NW Loop 564, Mineola. 903-
343-1474.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
UT Health Quitman - needs volunteers. Great opportunity to 
meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy John-
son, 903-383-3433
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 

the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED Test Support - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent with 
QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quit-
man 903-975-5745
Girl Scouts Mineola Troop 3 - building girls of courage, confi-
dence, and character, who make the world a better place! All 
girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome! Monday, 5:00-6:30 pm, 
September-May, Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center Dog-
wood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
Red Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 6 p.m., in 
middle school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Dogwood Room, 
Mineola Civic Center.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy 
cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
Quilts of Valor group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last Wednes-
day of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., Mineola, to 
make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city 
hall.

QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room. 
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
Wood County Aggie Moms - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at Speakeasy 
in Quitman (except in January, June, July and August), 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
Wood County Pct. 2 Constable Explorers – first Thursday, 6:30 
p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSO-
CIATION - third Monday, September-December, and Febru-
ary-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity 
Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All retired school personnel 
are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

This calendar has been updated as of April 16, 2019. If your group listing has been omitted, please email editor@woodcountymonitor.com or news@woodcountymonitor.com and include the correct information.

The July 4 edition of the Wood 
County Monitor will be pub-
lished one day early to accom-
modate press and postal sched-
ules.

The newspaper will be sent to 
the press on Monday, July 1.

All news submissions, adver-
tising and classifieds should be 
submitted no later than 3 p.m. 
on Friday, June 28.

Monitor offices in Quitman 
and Mineola will be closed for 
the holiday on Thursday, July 4.

Early holiday deadlines set

Dear Editor:
I really appreciate law en-

forcement. Thank you for 
your service.

I live in Mineola, just out-
side the city limits. I have 
called the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment several times – many, 
many loose dogs.

A law needs to be made 
to fine people for this. The 
Sheriff’s Office can’t do any-
thing about it, they say.

When there is arguing 
and guns being fired late at 
night, by the time the Sher-
iff’s Office comes, the neigh-
bors have stopped. The 
deputy says that all he can 
do is “talk” to them. Why 
can’t I file a noise report? 
They won’t let me. Why ar-
en’t these people fined?

Recently, adults were 
driving a four-wheeler (no 
license) with young kids on 

the back. I felt it was dan-
gerous.

I called the department 
– no one came that I know 
of. The riders kept on for 
hours. Are they waiting for 
the kids to fall off? Does 
law enforcement not care? 
I would like to have some 
kind of accountability. 

Mary Strickland
Mineola

New online mapping feature can find 
lost hikers in Mineola Nature Preserve

By HANK MURPHY
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Visitors to Mineola’s 
2,911-acre Nature Preserve 
will have a new tool at their 
disposal should they ever 
wander off the beaten path 
and become lost.

All they will need is a 
smart phone. 

At Monday night’s city 
council meeting, David 
Madsen, the city’s fire mar-
shal and coordinator for 
emergency management 
services, gave a run down 
on a new mapping system 
for the Nature Preserve. 
That program is among a 
suite of digital maps that 
are, or will be, available on 
the city’s website.

Along with the Nature 
Preserve rescue map, peo-

ple can check on zoning 
regulations in effect at any 
point in the city.

To gain access to the Na-
ture Preserve rescue feature, 
a person needs only to call 
up the City of Mineola web-
site and opt into a program 
that allows the ETCOG GIS 
(East Texas Council of Gov-
erments Geographic Infor-
mation System) to text you. 
It will be as simple as click-
ing a link. After opting in, 
another link takes you to a 
rescue form.

Instead of having to send 
in a team to find the lost 
person, someone will be 
able to determine exactly 
where the person is and tell 
them over the phone how to 
get back on the right trail.

 “It’s a very simple thing,” 
Madsen said.

Also Monday night, the 
council chose veteran Al-
derwoman Novada Bigham 
as the city’s mayor pro tem. 
She would assume the du-
ties of mayor if Mayor Kev-
in White became unavail-
able.

After a brief discussion, 
the council voted unani-
mously to issue a demoli-
tion order for property at 
901 University St.

The owner of the dilapi-
dated property is deceased. 
His daughter, whose where-
abouts are not known, has 
shown no interest in deal-
ing with the house, accord-
ing to City Manager Mercy 
Rushing.

“It’s in bad shape and it’s 
unsafe. It needs to come 
down,” she said.

See related photo Page 12.
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Mineola Animal Shelter

Sponsored by:   Lake Country Animal Clinic

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs and cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

This calico cat is very 
sweet and loving, 
around one year old.

Carmen is a calm 
dog who loves to 
lay in her dog bed. 
She is about one 
year old.

Can you provide 
a forever home 

for one of them? 

1124 FM 564    (903)569-5418

Meals on Wheels office phone 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Drive thruFREE delivery
125 E. Broad St. - Mineola    903-569-3882

MEALS ON WHEELS
THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Friday, June 28 - Smoked Sausage  with Onions and 
Peppers, Kidney Beans, Spiced Pineapple Tidbits Hot 
Dog Bun, Milk, Mustard
Monday,  July 1 -  Bruschetta Chicken Breast, Whipped 
Potatoes, Capri Vegetables, Dinner Roll, Fresh Fruit, 
Milk
Tuesday, July 2 - Corn Dog, Broccoli and Carrots, Mixed 
Beans, Fig Cookie, Milk, Mustard
Wednesday, July 3 - Chicken and Dumplings, Tuscany 
Vegetables, Whole Kernel Corn, Dinner Roll, Brownie, 
Milk
Thursday, July 4 - Independence Day Meal, BBQ Chicken 
Breast, Tater Tots, Hamburger Bun, Apple Crisp, Milk Watkins Insurance

GROUPG
P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773

(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

1825 NORTH PACIFIC STREET  |  MINEOLA, TX  75773  |  903-569-8010 412 EAST GOODE STREET  |  QUITMAN, TX  75783  |  903-763-2264WWW.BTHBANK.COM

*Annual Percentage Yield. The minimum to open and obtain the APY is $1,000. Withdrawal of interest will reduce earnings. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Refer to 
Truth-in-Savings disclosure for complete details. Interest rate and APY are effective June 3, 2019. Rate subject to change. Available for personal and business accounts.

Earn 2.41%
on a 12-month cd

APY*

The Wood County Indus-
trial Commission (WCIC) is 
asking for project proposals 
that support development of 
business, industry and com-
merce in the county to con-
sider for funding allocation 
for the 2019 fiscal year.

Qualified projects will be 
competing for a share of the 
UCC (Unclaimed Capital 
Credit) funds allocated by 
the WCIC and approved by 
the Wood County Commis-
sioners Court.

Projects must meet the 
following scoring criteria: 
directly enhances Econom-
ic Development in Wood 
County; projects that stim-
ulates, encourages and de-
velops business location 
and commercial activity in 
Wood County; projects for 
women, minority, small 
or disadvantaged business 
development; projects that 
support comprehensive 
literacy programs for the 

benefit of Wood County res-
idents; and projects for the 
encouragement, promotion, 
improvement and applica-
tion of arts.

The expenditure guide-
lines primer is available on 
the industrial commission’s 
website (woodcountytx.
com) or by request. It pro-
vides examples of the types 
of projects that may be fund-
ed, said Kiki Bettis, execu-
tive director of WCIC.

“This is the third year that 
the WCIC has set aside and 
earmarked monies specif-
ically for the development 
of business and industry 
for the county. Funding re-
quests for the encourage-
ment, promotion, improve-
ment and application of the 
arts should include a break-
down of how expenditures 
of funds will be utilized. 
Otherwise, a business plan 
must be submitted with ap-
plication and/or at the time 

of presentation to the Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mittee,” said Bettis. “Also, 
upon approval of the fund-
ing request, the organization 
will need to provide an on-
going report on the status 
of the project as well as any 
other information that can 
be useful in determining the 
impact of WCIC funding.”

Funding requests will be 
presented to the WCIC pro-
motions committee to re-
view as well as meet with 
each of the applicants to 
learn more about the proj-
ect before awarding funds. 
The deadline for submit-
ting applications has been 
set for July 26. Applications 
are available online at www.
woodcountytx.com or the 
WCIC office. 

For more information or 
questions about the applica-
tion process, contact Bettis at 
903-768-2402 or email wood-
cic@peoplescom.net.

Principles of Livestock Se-
lection and Evaluation Cer-
tification. 

The plant science certifi-
cation trains the students 
in industry standards relat-
ed to plant anatomy, crop 
production, fertilizers, pes-
ticides and herbicides, and 
plant processes. 

Express Employment edu-
cates students on important 
job skills, such as resume 
writing, filling out job ap-
plications and comporting 
themselves as professionals. 

With the principles of live-

stock selection and evalu-
ation, students learn about 
livestock anatomy and im-
portant evaluation and se-
lection lessons for an animal 
science career. 

Others earned the hunt-
er’s education certification 
and boater’s education cer-
tifications through the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment. 

Some earned three certifi-
cations through the National 
Center for Construction Ed-
ucation and Research (NC-
CER), including NCCER 
Core Curriculum, Welding 
I and the American Weld-
ing Society’s (AWS) Schools 
Excelling through National 

Skills Education (SENSE).
Through these NCCER 

certifications, they become 
familiar with construction 
curriculum and learn the 
skills necessary to becoming 
a welder.

Aguilar, Hammond and 
Lee said the students often 
attend technical schools or 
four-year colleges. Some 
pursue welding profession-
ally through the certifica-
tions they’ve received and 
several go into the teaching 
field.

Students build their re-
sumes and figure out how 
to apply the information 
toward their career after col-
lege, Lee added.

In preparation of growing 
enrollment, a new Quitman 
agriculture science teach-
er was hired for the next 
school year. Paulette Agui-
lar comes to Quitman after 
teaching agriculture courses 
at Gilmer ISD for six years. 

Aguilar is a 2006 gradu-
ate of Mineola High School 
and 2011 graduate of Texas 
A&M-Commerce. She will 
teach plant science, agri-
business and leadership 
subjects.

She has taught 
several state-bound 
agriculture teams 
at Gilmer, includ-
ing a state cham-
pion team in the 
farm business man-
agement category 
in 2018. She has 
coached students 
in career develop-
ment and leadership devel-
opment events.

She noted that she is com-
petitive in contests and 

wants the students 
to be as successful 
as they can be.

She said  QISD 
agriculture sci-
ence teachers 
Brant Lee and 
Corey Hammond 
spoke highly of 
the program.
“I think, in gen-

eral, we vibe so well. I’m 
really excited,” Aguilar 
said. “We all have the same 
goals.”

GROWTH From page 1

AGUILAR

Quitman agriculture program adds third teacher
Logan and Morgan Belcher snipped the ribbon last Friday for Logan’s Place, a restaurant in the Beckham Hotel in 
downtown Mineola.

Industrial Commission seeking   
economic development projects

leave and he later resigned.
The teenager testified that 

he was questioned by var-
ious authorities, including 
Tunnell, High School Prin-
cipal David Sauer and Box. 
The teen told them during 
those initial interviews that 
there had not been any sexu-
al communications between 
him and Karch, he testified. 
The teen testified that he 
didn’t want to get Karch in 
trouble.

However, in a subsequent 
interview with Box, he told 
her about the sexual nature 
of the online conversations, 
the witness testified. He tes-
tified that he wanted that in-
terview to be his last.

Box testified that Tunnell 
had notified her in Novem-
ber 2017 of a possible solici-
tation of a minor. A video of 
Box’s interview with Karch 
was presented to the jury, 

in which he admits to com-
municating with the teen on 
Grindr. He told Box there 
were no sexual discussions, 
according to the video. 

Box met with the teen and 
asked why he didn’t tell her 
everything up front, she testi-
fied. He told Box that he and 
Karch exchanged nude pho-
tos and Karch requested sex.

Box also testified that the 
victim’s and Karch’s devic-
es were both searched by 
authorities; however, no ev-
idence related to their rela-
tionship was found. Both of 
their online profiles and con-
versations had been deleted.

Box was asked about the 
term “grooming,” which, 
she explained, is a ploy used 
over time by a predator to 
gain the trust of a potential 
victim. The interactions be-
tween Karch and the teen 
amounted to a textbook case 
of grooming, she testified.

Tunnell testified that MISD 
has guidelines prohibiting 
inappropriate interactions 
with students and faculty, 
no matter the student’s age. 
During her initial conversa-
tion with Karch, he told her 
he had not used Grindr and 
expressed concern about his 
reputation. He later admit-
ted to lying to her about us-
ing the app. 

Tunnell realized the teen 
might be telling the truth re-
garding digital interactions 
with Karch, she testified. She 
placed Karch on administra-
tive leave and brought in the 
Mineola police. 

During the trial’s punish-
ment phase, a man testified 
that Karch had molested 
him as a young child. He re-
ported the incident to Mine-
ola police in 2017 after he’d 
heard about the investiga-
tion concerning the teenag-
er, he testified.

Mineola Masonic Lodge  No. 502, A.F.&A.M.
1772 W FM 564, Mineola, TX • 903.569.2608               
Std Meeting - 2nd Thurs. 7:30 pm • Meal 6:30 pm

“Freemasonry embraces the highest moral
laws intended to promulgate brotherly love.”

KARCH From page 1

Letters to the editor are opinions expressed by the writers and in no way 
reflect opinions or policies of this paper. Publication of a letter does not neces-
sarily mean the facts have been confirmed.

Letters must be signed, accompanied with a telephone number for verifica-
tion and be no more than 350 words long. One letter per writer per topic will 
be accepted.

The Monitor does not accept letters of endorsement for or against political 
candidates. Letters of a political nature will not be accepted for the last edition 
prior to the election as well.

Letters should not be personal attacks and must not be libelous. The news-
paper has editorial discretion on publishing as well as editing letters.

Submit letters to the editor to editor@woodcountymonitor.com or by mail to 
one of our offices (see staff box at bottom of page three).

Letters Policy
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Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
Between June 12 and June 18, 

Wood County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to multiple agency as-
sists that included the following: 
Quitman Fire Department, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, Quitman Po-
lice Department and Department 
of Public Safety.

June 12
Deputies were dispatched to 

Apache in Quitman at 7:03 a.m. 
in regard to an RV battery explo-
sion. There were no injuries and 
the Quitman Fire Department ar-
rived to make sure the scene was 
safe.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 3947 at 10:21 a.m. 
in reference to a terroristic threat. 
The reporting party stated that 
her daughter had received threat-
ening text messages by a person 
known to her. She requested ex-
tra patrol in her area.

Deputies assisted Quitman Po-
lice Department with an arrest at 
the UT Health Quitman Hospital 
at 11:47 a.m. Brandy Hayes, 28, 
of Ore City was arrested for al-
leged public intoxication.

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 17 in Alba at 2:17 p.m. in 
reference to a criminal trespass 
matter. The reporting party stated 
that a known person was banging 
on doors and being belligerent. 
Deputies searched but were un-
able to locate the subject.

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 14 in Hawkins at 2:43 p.m. in 
reference to a dispute. Deputies 
issued criminal trespass warn-
ings to three people who were 
harassing residents at this loca-
tion.

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 49 in Mineola at 4:46 p.m. in 
reference to a report of harass-
ment. The reporting party stat-
ed that her neighbor harasses 
her and her business customers 
throughout the day.

June 13
Deputies were dispatched to 

County Road 2245 in Mineola at 
12:57 a.m. in reference to a bur-
glary. The reporting party stated 
that he returned to his home to 
find multiple items missing from 
his residence. 

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 2869 in Hawkins at 8:54 a.m. 
in reference to a plane crash be-
hind Holly Lake Car Wash. The pi-
lot, transported by helicopter, and 
passenger, transported by ambu-
lance, were both injured.  Also at 
the scene were the Department 
of Public Safety and Holly Lake 
Ranch Fire Department. This ac-
cident will be investigated by the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board and the Federal Aviation 
Administration.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 2320 in Mineola at 
1:37 p.m. in reference to a reck-
less driver. The reporting par-
ty was almost hit by a car while 
running on the road. Deputies will 
provide extra patrol in the area.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Yantis at 3:40 p.m. in reference 
to a suicidal subject. The subject 
was transported to the hospital 
for evaluation.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 2225 in Quitman at 
9:16 p.m. in reference to a struc-
ture fire. It appeared to be caused 
by an electrical malfunction in the 
attic.  The Fire Marshall will inves-
tigate further.

June 14
Deputies were dispatched to 

Oak Street in Yantis at 12:30 p.m. 
in reference to a burglary. The re-
porting party had video evidence 
of someone entering her home 
without her permission. She pro-
vided a list of items missing from 
her home.  

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 3900 at 4:11 p.m. 
to provide assistance regarding 
a tractor partially stuck in the 
roadway. Deputies provided traf-
fic control until the tractor was 
moved off the road.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 4837 in Winnsboro 
at 4:37 p.m. in reference to a 
delivery company hitting power 
lines on the property. They were 
advised that this is a civil matter.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 2425 in Mineola at 
8:23 p.m. after receiving multiple 

calls about hearing shots fired. 
The subjects left the area after 
speaking to Sheriff Castloo about 
shooting guns in the area.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 1660 in Alba at 9:15 
p.m. in reference to a theft. The 
victim reported a large amount of 
cash missing from a lockbox that 
was located inside of her house. 

June 15
Deputies were dispatched to 

County Road 2176 in Quitman 
at 2:40 a.m. in reference to re-
ceiving a threatening text from a 
known person. Deputies docu-
mented the text and advised the 
victim to call again if the threats 
continue.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 2724 in Mineola at 
7:05 a.m. in reference to a dog 
bite. The victim stated that, while 
out running, two dogs ran toward 
her and one bit her. Deputies lo-
cated the owner and, since the 
victim didn’t know which dog had 
actually bitten her, the owner was 
advised to quarantine both dogs.

Deputies were dispatched to 
E. Holly Street in Alba at 10:49 
a.m. in reference to an inquest. A 
male, 72, was found deceased in 
his residence. The justice of the 
peace was notified and did not 
order an autopsy.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 3144 in Quitman at 
11:41 a.m. in reference to a bur-
glary. The victim returned from 
out of town to discover multiple 
items missing from his home. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 1700 in Yantis at 
3:56 p.m. in reference to a suicid-
al person. Deputies arrived and 
had the subject transported to the 
hospital.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 1780 in Yantis at 
7:32 p.m. The caller believed 
that a cat on the back deck was 
possibly dead. When deputies 
approached the cat, it got up and 
ran off.

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 2225 in Quitman at 8:47 p.m. 
in reference to a theft. Deputies 
contacted the other party and 
advised them to return the items 
to the victim. The other party did 
comply and returned the items.

June 16
Deputies assisted Wood Coun-

ty Electric on Highway 80 at 
County Road 3400 at 10:06 a.m. 
by providing traffic control while 
they repaired downed lines.

Deputies received a call from a 
party at 12:54 p.m. in reference 
to an unauthorized use of a mo-
tor vehicle.  The reporting party 
stated that her vehicle had been 
missing from County Road 1730 
in Yantis for 24 hours. The case 
was forwarded to investigators.

Deputies received a call from a 
party at 1:17 p.m. in reference to 
stolen wallet. The reporting party 
stated that his wallet had gone 
missing while at Lake Quitman. 
The case was forwarded to in-
vestigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 4420 in Winns-
boro at 5:15 p.m. in reference to 
damaged property. The reporting 
party stated that he believes that 
someone put sugar in his gas 
tank. The victim will confirm this 
by taking his vehicle to a mechan-
ic then re-contacting the Sheriff’s 
Office with the results.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 3542 in Hawkins 
at 5:45 p.m. in reference to an 
assault. Caden Garrett Stewart, 
19, of Hawkins was arrested on 
two charges of alleged assault 
causing bodily Injury and family 
violence.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Oak Street in Yantis at 6:33 p.m. 
in reference to a protective order. 
The reporting part will be request-
ing a protective order and extra 
patrol will be provided in the area.

Deputies were dispatched to 
UT Quitman at 8:06 p.m. in ref-
erence to an assault, which had 
occurred on County Road 3148 in 
Quitman. The victim did not wish 
to pursue charges, but due to the 
extent of injuries, this case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 

FM 1254 in Mineola at 9:19 p.m. 
in reference to a welfare check. 
The subject was transported to 
the hospital.

June 17
Deputies were dispatched to 

S. FM 17 in Alba at 8:35 a.m. in 
reference to a bull getting out and 
damaging the neighbor’s fence. If 
the bull does not remain confined, 
the owner will receive a citation.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 1885 in Yantis at 
10:08 a.m. in reference to a bur-
glary. The reporting party discov-
ered several items missing from 
inside his home and car and pro-
vided a list to the deputies.  

Deputies were dispatched to 
Private Road 6125 in Quitman at 
10:35 a.m. in reference to a per-
son refusing to leave the location. 
Deputies issued a criminal tres-
pass warning to the subject.

Deputies received a call at 
11:13 a.m. in reference to inde-
cency with a child that occurred 
on County Road 2650 in Mineola. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

June 18
Deputies conducted a traffic 

stop on County Road 3750 at 
12:04 a.m. Brandon Chai, 46, of 
Mineola and Lora Peavler, 56, of 
Mineola were both arrested for al-
leged possession of a controlled 
substance (penalty group 1) un-
der 1 gram.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 4403 in Winnsboro 
at 8:22 a.m. in reference to an in-
quest. A male, 76, was found de-
ceased at the location. The Jus-
tice of the Peace was notified and 
no autopsy was ordered.

Deputies were dispatched to 
County Road 2150 in Quitman at 
8:28 a.m. in reference to a theft 
of property.  The reporting par-
ty stated that he observed two 
individuals walking on County 
Road 2177 carrying metal posts.  
When he confronted them, they 
dropped the posts and left the 
area. The reporting party will pro-
vide photos of the subjects and 
the case remains active.

Deputies met with a citizen in 
the Sheriff’s Office lobby at 10:08 
a.m. in reference to identity theft. 
The reporting party received his 
bank statement and noticed sev-
eral transactions that he did not 
make. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

Deputies met with a citizen in 
the Sheriff’s Office lobby at 10:23 
a.m. in reference to a child cus-
tody issue and possible assault. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

Deputies went out on an arrest/
warrant service to Smith County 
at 10:27 a.m.  Michael Smith, 38, 
of Mineola was arrested on out-
standing warrants.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Comanche in Quitman at 2:04 
p.m. in reference to a theft. The 
reporting party decided not to 
pursue charges at this time and 
to give the subjects, known to 
him, a little more time to return 
the stolen vehicle.

Deputies went out on an arrest/
warrant service to Main Street in 
Quitman at 4:18 p.m. Anne Mc-
Carmack, 36, of Mineola was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant.

Deputies spoke to a citizen on 
the telephone at 5:06 p.m. in ref-
erence to harassment via Face-
book. The victim will provide the 
deputy with screen shots of the 
Facebook posts.

Deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop on 154/2225 at 6:26 
p.m. William Pennington, 42, of 
Laneville was arrested for an out-
standing warrant.

Deputies were dispatched to S. 
Highway 37 in Quitman at 6:59 
p.m. in reference to a criminal 
trespass warning. The reporting 
party did not want a subject at the 
residence, so the subject left the 
location.  

Deputies went out on an arrest/
warrant service to County Road 
4878 at 8:55 p.m. Kevin Reyn-
olds, 32, of Winnsboro was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant.

Deputies went out on an ar-
rest/warrant service to Oak St. in 
Yantis at 9:58 p.m. Corey Lindley, 
36, of Yantis was arrested on out-
standing warrants.

Brush or brush and grass: 
June 13, 4 p.m., 2973 N. US 
Hwy. 69, Mineola.

Medical assistance: June 
14, 2:22 p.m., 114 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola; June 15, 2:35 p.m., 314 
Meredith St., Mineola; June 16, 
4:58 p.m., 1136 N. Newsom St., 
Mineola; June 18, 9:13 p.m., 708 
W. Kilpatrick St., Mineola; June 

19, 12:37 p.m., 122 CR 2444, 
Mineola.

Power line down: June 19, 
2:48 p.m., 1136 N. Newsom St., 
Mineola; June 19, 9:43 p.m., CR 
2724, Mineola.

Arcing, shorted electrical 
equipment: June 19, 5:18 a.m., 
1400 E. US Hwy., Mineola.

Dispatched and canceled en 

route: June 14, 4:16 p.m., 4020 
N. US Hwy. 69, Mineola.

Alarm system malfunction: 
June 19, 9:55 p.m., 135 Autumn 
Winds Court, Mineola.

Alarm, no fire: June 19, 7:40 
p.m., 322 Freeman St., Mineola.

Several storm-related calls the 
night of June 19 will be in next 
week’s report.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

Submit crime 
tips to

P3TIPS
.com
Tipsters 

may remain 
anonymous

UT Health Quitman is 
among the nominees for the 
20 Most Beautiful Hospitals 
in the United States.

Soliant, a leading health-
care staffing provider and 
part of the Adecco Group, 
is conducting the contest 
and voting runs through 
July 15. Participants may 
cast multiple votes until the 
polls close. Votes may be 
cast at https://www.soliant.
com/most-beautiful-hospi-
tal-contest/vote/.

The public nominated 
these facilities through-
out the month of May to 
spotlight hospitals that in-

tegrate aesthetics and ded-
icated staff as elements of 
beauty which contribute to 
the health and well-being of 
their patients. 

Quitman’s nomination 
reads, “Every time I’ve gone 
in I feel I am at a resort hotel. 
Plants, skylights and lovely 
seating arrangements adorn 
the lobby. It’s functional but 
esthetic and pleasing to the 
eye.”

UT Health Quitman CEO 
Patrick Swindle said it is an 
honor to be on the nomina-
tion list with hospitals from 
across the nation. Other hos-
pitals in the list from Texas 

include Cook Children’s 
Medical Center in Fort 
Worth, University Hospital 
in San Antonio and Hous-
ton Methodist Hospital and 
Memorial Hermann Memo-
rial City Medical Center, 
also in Houston. 

“It was a pleasant sur-
prise to be included on this 
list, and it’s a testament to 
the level of quality we offer 
the community,” Swindle 
said. “UT Health Quitman 
creates a healing environ-
ment for our patients and 
offers excellent care close to 
home.”

UT Health Quitman among nominees 
for list of 20 Most Beautiful Hospitals

The UT Health Quitman campus has been nominated for an award.

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

The Quitman City Coun-
cil last week approved the 
creation of a pedestrian 
crosswalk on Hart Street 
due to overflow parking 
from Faith Baptist Church. 

The crosswalk will be 
designated from the south 
edge of the north parking 
lot and run perpendicular 
to the curb of both the east 
and west side of Hart Street. 
This addition will connect 
overflow parking and the 
church’s student center 
with the main church prop-
erty at 405 S. Hart St.

According to the new or-
dinance, the city will mark 
and install signage for the 
crosswalk. City Secretary/
Administrator Rodney 
Kieke told the council the 
painting and signs should 
cost $500 or less. The cross-
walk was approved under 
the condition that it did not 
exceed $500.

In another action, the 
council appointed members 
to the city’s planning and 
zoning commission. Bill 
Hedges and Jonathan Jack-
son were reappointed to the 
seven-member board.  

Four people to fill five 

open seats were chosen for 
staggered three-year terms. 
Brad Floyd, Mike Midkiff, 
Seth Bowdoin and Wayne 
Crabb were appointed to 
the seats. No one was cho-
sen yet for the remaining 
open seat.

In his comments, Mayor 
Randy Dunn mentioned 
there will be a cleanup day 
for the downtown Quitman 
area with the city, civic or-
ganizations, churches and 
volunteers in the near fu-
ture.

They plan to clean around 
downtown, pull weeds and 
add flowers to the parking 
lot. 

Quitman Public Library 
is hosting its annual money 
camp for kids this summer 
and the Wood County Ar-
boretum fun run is sched-
uled for July 20, Dunn said. 
He added that the city pool 
is looking nice and being 
managed well.

In the Quitman Develop-
ment Corp. report, it was 
noted that the business Bass 
and Sass will move once the 
property is renovated to the 
west end of the north side of 
the square next to Coventry 
Financial. Housing projects 
and discussions with a na-
tionwide sporting goods 

and tackle company are 
moving forward.

In citizen comments, Pa-
triot Sporting Challenge 
(PSC) board member Sam 
Scroggins presented the up-
coming event PSC Legacy 
Day. 

PSC Legacy Day is set for 
Oct. 5 at Links at Land’s End 
for the children of fallen 
first responders and combat 
veterans, StarKids, to have a 
day of fun activities.

Scroggins described the 
event to the council and 
how it came to be. He asked 
if the City of Quitman could 
sponsor the kids’ lunch of 
burgers and hot dogs on 
Saturday.

“My purpose in being here 
today is multi-fold. First we 
want the people of our area 
to know about the StarKids 
program and PSC Legacy 
Day event in particular,” 
Scroggins said. “Secondly, 
we want to make sure that 
every StarKid in Northeast 
Texas who fits the age crite-
ria has been identified and 
invited. Thirdly, we want to 
invite anyone who would 
like to sponsor one, two 
or three children to know 
about the opportunity.”

Each child can be spon-
sored for $300.

Quitman Council approves Hart Street crosswalk

Mineola maintenance 
crews plan to continue over-
lay operations on FM 2088 
this week and to conduct 
ditch maintenance on FM 
2869. Expect lane closures 
with flaggers providing traf-
fic control at both locations.

Here’s a list of other Wood 
County construction proj-
ects updates:

FM 1254 Bridge Replace-
ment Project 

• Limits: FM 1254 At Lake 
Fork Creek

• Contractor: Stateline 
Construction, LLC.

• Cost: $1.5 million
• Anticipated Completion 

Date: Fall 2019
FM 1254 is closed at Lake 

Fork Creek between Loop 
564 and FM 778. Detours are 

in place and motorists are 
encouraged to use alternate 
routes. The contractor will 
begin substructure work for 
the new bridge. This proj-
ect consists of replacing the 
bridge and approaches.

Loop 564 Overlay Project 
• Limits: From US 69 north 

of Mineola to US 69 south of 
Mineola

• Contractor: Reynolds 
and Kay, Ltd.

• Cost: $5.77 million
• Anticipated Completion 

Date: Fall 2019
The contractor is perform-

ing hot mix paving opera-
tions. Expect lane closures 
with flaggers providing traf-
fic control. The project in-
cludes pavement repair, hot 
mix asphalt overlay, guard-

rail, and pavement mark-
ings upgrades. 

SH 182, etc., Safety Treat-
ing Project

• Limits: Various road-
ways with current work on 
FM 182 from FM 17 to SH 
154 

• Contractor: Highway 19 
Construction, LLC

• Cost: $1.2 million
• Anticipated Completion 

Date: Summer 2019 
Structure widening and 

installation of safety features 
continue on SH 182 and FM 
1805. Expect minor delays 
due to periodic single lane 
closures with flaggers pro-
viding traffic control. The 
project consists of extend-
ing and improving drainage 
structures for safety.

TxDOT lists highway projects in Wood County
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Obituaries
JANIECE W. BOHANNAN

1938-2019

ALBA – Funeral services for Janiece 
W. Bohannan, 80, of Alba, were Tues-
day, June 25 at Wilson-Bartley Funer-
al Home Chapel in Alba with Brother 
Donnie Herring and Brother Michael 
Bohannan officiating. Services were un-
der the direction of Wilson-Bartley Fu-
neral Home in Alba. Burial was in Salem 
Cemetery in Alba.

 Mrs. Bohannan passed away Saturday, June 22, 2019, at 
her home after a long and courageous battle. She was born 
Aug. 18, 1938, in Rains County, to VL and Imogene Wright. 
She lived all her life in Wood County. She graduated from 
Alba High School and was a member of the Riverside Mis-
sion Church. She taught Sunday school for 38 years and 
was an avid Texas Rangers fan. 

Survivors include her husband of 52 years, Danny Bo-
hannan; daughters, Jana Boag and Sherri Horne; sons, Jim-
my Hollis, Johnny Hollis, Douglas Bohannan, and Vince 
Bohannan; and 39 grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Janiece was preceded in death by her parents; brother, 
Carroll Wright; and grandson, Johnny Hollis Jr.

CHESTER A. MCCALLUM JR.
1930-2019

Funeral services for Chester A. McCallum Jr., 89, were 
Saturday, June 22 at Beaty Funeral Home in Mineola. Inter-
ment was at New Hope Cemetery east of Mineola.

Mr. McCallum died June 19, 2019.
He was born March 5, 1930, in Bernice, La., to Chester A. 

McCallum Sr. and Lorene Gray McCal-
lum. He graduated from Bernice High 
School in 1948 and married Monelle 
Bowen in December 1951. They were 
married until her death in November 
1998.

In his early years he worked for Sal-
ley Wholesale and Arkla Gas before go-
ing to work for Kerr McGee, where he 
stayed until he retired in 1996. Chester 

also broke and trained horses for the Wick Lawrence fami-
ly, as well as for numerous friends. His love for horses res-
onated and he shared the love with all who had a moment 
to listen. His special love was his trick horse CoCo, who he 
trained to do many amazing tricks.

Chester lived in Bernice all of his life, attending Pisgah 
Baptist Church, where he served as a deacon for many 
years. Chester was a Shriner and also a 32nd Degree Mason 
and member of Bernice Lodge No. 239.

In 2001 Chester left Bernice and moved to Mineola, where 
he married high school classmate, Dora Jean (Johnson) 
Prince. They were married until her death in June 2014. 
Chester became a member of New Hope Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Mineola, where he also served as a deacon.

Chester had a love for horses, bird watching and people 
in general. He loved visits from long-time friend, Mike 
Fletcher, who grew up down the road from Chester in Ber-
nice and moved to Wood County, where he pastors Spur 
on Ministries near Quitman. He loved to talk about how 
two people from Bernice ended up in Mineola.

Chester is preceded in death by his parents, Chester A. 
McCallum Sr. and Lorene Gray McCallum; sister, Josie 
Tubbs; former wives, Monelle Bowen McCallum and Jean 

Prince-McCallum; and son, Randy Prince.
He is survived by his children, Kathy McCallum Spears 

of Dubach, La.; Art McCallum of Carthage; Honorable 
Judge Jay McCallum of Farmerville, La; and Thomas Prince 
of Mineola. He is also survived by nine grandchildren, 15 
great-grandchildren and three great-great-grandchildren 
along with several nieces and nephews.

MOLLIE ELLIS
1936-2019

Services for Mollie Ellis, 83, of Winns-
boro, were Sunday, June 23 at Beaty Fu-
neral Home in Winnsboro.

She died Thursday, June 20, 2019, at 
her home. 

She was born on Feb. 28, 1936, in Yan-
tis to the late Leonard and Esther Finn 
Pruden.

Mollie attended Texas Women’s Uni-
versity, where she received a bachelor’s 

degree in education and a certification to teach.
After retiring from teaching, Mollie and her husband, 

Frances, moved to East Texas, residing in Winnsboro, 
where she was a member of Cypress Baptist Church. She 
was also a member of the Order of The Eastern Star.

She was preceded in death by parents and brothers, 
Leonard “Jack” Pruden and Marvin “Pud” Pruden.

She is survived by her husband of 63 years, Francis El-
lis; son, Robert Charles Ellis; daughter, Nancy Lavon Ellis; 
and brothers, Raymond “Bo” Pruden of Odessa and Ted 
Pruden.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to the 
Eastern Star, P.O. Box 250, Winnsboro, Texas 75494. 

Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY
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(903)763-4522

Rain and winds have been 
blowing through Wood 
County for many days and 
nights. The gardens at the 
Arboretum are flourishing 
and await your visit. What a 
perfect spot for a walk before 
or after work, or perhaps to 
bring guests who are new to 
Wood County. The Friends 
of the Arboretum have 
worked endlessly to pres-
ent you with a bit of beauty 
amid the towering pines. I 
could go on and on about 
what strong backs, a knowl-
edge of plants and a desire 
to improve can create.

Some of my home gardens 
are beginning to feel the heat 
of the summer sun and the 
abundance of water provid-

ed by Mother Nature. Public 
gardens, such as the Wood 
County Arboretum and Bo-
tanical Gardens, are a great 
place to find plants that 
acclimate to our frequent 
weather changes and return 
year after year to share their 
beauty. Just because it is for 
sale at the nursery does not 
guarantee success in your 
garden. The type of soil, 

amount of available water, 
and hours of sunlight are 
just a few of the factors that 
can contribute to the success 
or demise of the most beau-
tiful plant

I am slowly progressing 
toward my goal to enter the 
Miss Ima 5K Run. On Sat-
urday, July 20, you will find 
us lined up and ready to go. 
A Fun Run will be available 
for the kids.  Registration for 
this event may be found on 
our website. If you wake up 
that morning and feel like 
running, or just sitting and 
watching others run, join us 
at Hogg Park. As a matter of 
fact, we are at The Arbore-
tum every Wednesday. The 
coffee is on.

Inside and Outside the Picket Fence
BY JAN WHITLOCK

Wood County Arboretum 
and Botanical Gardens

Complimentary Dinner
Fellowship with
communities hit
by the storms
Wenever knowwhen
the stormwill come or
how it will affect us. If
you have experienced
hardships during these
weather related
incidents,we open our
doors to you for a fun
meal, fellowship and
music that will lighten
your heart.

Benefit for brother
David Osborne
David, a member of
Smyrna, was hit recently
by a run-a-way car when
walking. The car pinned
him against a wall, broke
his femur, hip and pelvis
in 3 places. To date, David
has gone from the Level 4
Trauma Center to Rehab
over a 40 day span.
Our prayer is to provide
some relief to this family
for insurance deductibles,
out of pocket expenses and
lost wages.

Thank you to
first responders &
good samaritans
Our communitywould like
to thank the responders
with a dinner and
entertainment. Police,
Sheriff’s and Volunteer Fire
Department, Phone &
Electric Co – and all who
support us in times of need.
We appreciate you for
being there when disasters
strike - let us thank you!

Smyrna Baptist Church community event
2216 CR 4420@5pm on June 29th

Music | Quilt Raffle | Bake Sale | Donations

Churches, please join with us on this day to bring music to the event!
Wewelcome all of you to sing or play and have a meal with us.

For more info call David Hendricks: 903-474-3373 or 903-768-2815

pointed to prosecute Brown 
and Tucker and who se-
cured grand jury indict-
ments against the two, told 
the court during a June 20 
status conference that he 
has not been paid since July 
2018.

On March 22, the Wood 
County Commissioners 
Court agreed to hire the law 
firm of Flowers & Davis to 
seek a Texas Attorney Gen-
eral’s opinion regarding 
bills submitted by Shearin. 
Between May 2017 and Au-
gust 2018, Shearin submitted 
bills to the county amount-
ing to $265,769, according 
to statements obtained by 
the Wood County Monitor. 
Shearin billed at $275 per 
hour, records show. The 
$265,769 includes $131,681 
in charges by Specialized 
Investigations Inc. of Dallas, 
which billed at $150 an hour, 
records indicate.

Like other counties 
throughout Texas, Wood 
County has a fee schedule for 
court-appointed attorneys, 
who primarily represent in-
digent defendants. The fee 
schedule sets non-capital 
felony cases at $75 per hour. 
The court may, however, 
“adjust fees upward for ex-
traordinary circumstances,” 
the fee schedule states. 

On June 3, the Attorney 
General’s Opinion Commit-
tee received Wood County’s 
request for an opinion in re-
gard to Shearin’s billing. The 
request seeks an opinion on 
whether the state’s Code of 
Criminal Procedure requires 
a county to pay a district at-
torney pro tem $275 an hour 
when the fee schedule calls 
for $75. It also seeks an opin-
ion on whether the county 
must pay a person for work 
after he was appointed dis-
trict attorney pro tem but 
before the elected district 

attorney was recused. It 
also wants an opinion on 
whether a county must pay 
a district attorney pro tem 
for work performed before 
the order appointing the pro 
tem and/or the oath of of-
fice was filed with the clerk 
of court. Shearin was ap-
pointed in October 2017 by 
District Judge Jeff Fletcher. 
The order, however, did not 
stipulate rate of payment to 
Shearin or his investigator, 
according to the documents 
filed by Flowers & Davis. 
The AG’s Office has six 
months to render an opin-
ion.

At last week’s status con-
ference, Shearin said he’s 
tried engaging Wood Coun-
ty officials as well as their 
attorney, Robert Davis, to no 
avail. “I’ve had no commu-
nication with him (Davis) 
whatsoever,” said Shearin.

Because he’s not been paid 
by Wood County, Shearin 
said, he has case-related bills 
that have gone unpaid. His 
investigator, Dave Moore 
from Specialized Investiga-
tions Inc., has yet to be paid 
and “a copy company is 
riding our ass,” he told the 
court.

Shearin declared that he 
has no intention of stepping 
back from the case unless the 
situation with Wood County 
is resolved. Should he come 
to an understanding with 
Wood County, he indicated, 
he would be open to other 
options, which could in-
clude withdrawing and let-
ting another prosecutor try 
the cases. Shearin urged his 
fellow officers of the court to 
“tell Robert Davis to pick up 
the phone and at least give 
me the courtesy of a phone 
call.”

Clayton said that he would 
not compel Shearin to take 
the cases to trial.

“I’m not going to make 
you try these cases if you’ve 
not been paid,” the judge 
said. 

The situation in Wood 
County has overtones simi-
lar to a case grabbing state-
wide headlines involving 
Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton, who was indicted in 
2015. Paxton is accused of 
misleading investors who 
purchased stock in a North 
Texas tech firm. He has de-
nied misleading investors. 
He was narrowly reelected 
in November with the crim-
inal charges still hanging 
over his head.

Although payments to spe-
cial prosecutors are based 
on fee schedules, judges are 
permitted to approve high-
er payments in special cir-
cumstances. A judge did so 
for the special prosecutors 
in the Paxton case. A Paxton 
donor, however, sued in De-
cember 2015, claiming the 
prosecutors’ legal fees were 
exorbitant. In November, 
the Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals held that payments 
made to Paxton’s prosecu-
tors exceeded the legal limits 
for what other attorneys are 
paid. Last week, the court 
refused to reconsider its de-
cision.

The Paxton case has 
dragged on with no resolu-
tion in sight, and the pros-
ecutors have signaled they 
may refuse to try it.

During the Sept. 20 hear-
ing in Quitman, Clayton 
suggested the Paxton case 
may serve as precedent “for 
our situation. I think we 
should follow it.” He later 
added, “We’re in a quagmire 
where we are now.”

As for Brown and Tuck-
er, Clayton agreed to waive 
nearly all conditions for 
bond. The only stipulations 
they must adhere to are not 
using controlled substances 
or committing a criminal of-
fense while awaiting trial.

Trial dates are in abate-
ment, Clayton declared, 
adding, “We’ve got to have a 
resolution to who the prose-
cutor is on these cases.”

CASES From page 1
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

For all your insurance needs 

Dunahoe Insurance 
Agency

617 N. Broad • 903-569-6137

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Keepit Mini Storage 
Hwy. 69N (Next to KMOO) 

903-569-0400 
Keypad Entry - 5’x10’ to 10’x30’  • Locally Owned  

Climate Control Units Available  
lOXlO & 10X20

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Craig Kearby

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Riley Pate

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the land.

Matthew 5:5

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Blessed are those who 
fear the Lord 

Psalm 128:1

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

O God, restore us;
light up your face and

we shall be saved.
Psalm 80:4

Behold, the Lord comes to
save his people;

blessed are those prepared
to meet him.

Matthew 25:6
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Pepper Posse is hiring 

ALL
POSITIONS

Apply in Person
2pm - 4pm  Mon-Thur.
416 Broad St, Mineola

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

Mowing, edging, shrub trimming,
leaf mulching & blowing, flower beds,
small garden tilling, trash & brush
hauled.

Lawn Service

903-520-5779

FLORA MASONIC  
LODGE

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
Master: Derek Spitzer

Merchandise for Sale

Garage Sales

Alba, 7133 Hwy. 182, Fri.-Sat., June 
28-29, 8a.m.-? Enon Baptist Church, 
Huge Rummage Sale - furniture, 
desks, clothing, lots of misc. items.

Alba, 250 CR1576, Fri.-Sat., June 
28-29, 8a.m.-3p.m. Lots of man 
cave items, tools, shelving, fishing, 
etc., 2012 John Deere tractor w/four 
implements.

Mineola, 501 Peachtree, Fri.-Sat., 
June 28-29, 8 a.m.-?, yard sale.

Quitman-Lake Fork area, 144 
PR1574, Fri.-Sat., June 28-29. Nice 
clothing, toys, video games, tools, 
Christmas trees, kids bike, hover 
boards and much more!!!

Transportation

Boats

2008 Sun Tracker Pontoon and trailer 
located on Lake Winnsboro. 60 HP 
Four Stroke Mercury w/tilt & trim - 
low hours. Brand new trolling motor. 
Bimini top, removal fishing seats and 
table, dual batteries w/Perko battery 
switch, AM/FM/CD/MP3 stereo, fish 
finder, compass. $11,500 OBO. Call 
214-502-4185.

Rentals

Homes

1-2-3 Bedrooms for rent. No pets. 
M&M Property Management. 903-
569-9881.

Mobile Homes

Mobile homes for rent 3 bedroom 2 
bath single wide, 3 bedroom 2 bath 
double wide, 2 bedroom 1-1/2 bath 
single wide. No pets allowed. 903-
850-3570.

Wood County Monitor classified ads

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
1 2 3 4
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Copyright 2019 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “____
      spittin’ on the
      handle” 
      (get to work)
  5  “Mammas Don’t
      Let Your Babies
      Grow __  __ Be
      Cowboys”
  6  TXism: “useless as
      earrings on _  ___”
  7  sips of “rot gut”
  8  ending for lemon
      or orange
  9  TXism: “___  ____
      time you did it”
16  egg layers
18  TXism: “______  __ 
      _ mummy’s tomb”
21  __ Campo, TX
22  this TX Zehetner
      was on WB’s show
      “Everwood”
23  “got my heart ___
      on it”
24  this “Big Jim” was
      20th gov. (1st two
      init. and last name)
30  TXism: “Panhandle
      rain” (2 wds.)
34  TX Charley Pride’s
      “Where __ I Put
      Her Memory”
35  “it’s to ___  ___”
      (really good)
36  this Falco was
      Carmela Soprano
37  the Gulf is a basin
      of the Atlantic
      _____
39  TXism: “____ 
      __  _  _____
      mouse in a
      haystack”
43  “____ not, want
      not”
44  TXism: “keeps ___
      ____ polished”
      (do gooder)

  1  seat of Hardeman
      County
  2  flying the TX flag
      ______ down
      means “danger”
  3  “__  ______ my
      eyes” (made me
      aware)
  4  pulls a car

45  TXism: “let ‘__ rip!”
46  TX-born Al
      Freeman Jr. played
      __  __ Hall on “One
      Life to Live” (police
      rank and 1st name)
47  great _____  __ Texas!
49  sullies or spoils
52  TX Don Henley sang
      “Please Come ____
      for Christmas” (1978)

53  Jason Witten’s pos.
      after he “unretired”
54  “look at both
      _____”
55 TX Charley Pride’s
      “My ____  ___
      Only See as Far
      as You”  
58  ex-TX corporation:
      Ling-_____-Vought
59  British toilet
60  Ford model 
      (1965-86)
61  “it’s a must ___”

  9  TXism: “turn about
      __ fair play”
10  decorated Xmas
      tree
11  machine opening
12  TX Audie Murphy
      in WWII, e.g.
13  TXism: “get your 
      ducks __  _  ___”
14  a performance
      Mustang
15  TXism: “___ a grip
      like a snappin’
      turtle”
17  Pecos Bill’s lover:
      “___-____ Sue”
19  tranquilizes
20  made amends for
24  policeman _  _
      Tippit was shot by
      Lee Harvey Oswald
25  bro’s sib

26  TXism: “y’all come
      back now, ya
      ____?”
27  TXism: “this is a
      fine kettle __  ____”
28  film for TX Kibbee:
      “Mr. Smith ____  __
      Washington” (1939)
29  Young County seat
31  Reagan’s “Star
      Wars” plan (abbr.)
32  TXism: “___ the
      knot” (get married)

33  on the Rio Grande
      across from 
      Reynosa  
38  TX wheeler dealer
      Billie Sol _____
40  satisfy
41  former TX eatery:
      Steak and ___
42  most TX schools
      have one (2 wds.)
48  TXism: “stands on
      his own two ____”
      (independent)
50  credit score co.
51  film star Lupino
      (1930s-’50s) 
56  bellers
57  portray emotion
      in acting
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Last Puzzle
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Now taking applications for

Mineola Seniors II
Low Rents w/No Income Limit Restrictions

Must meet our Resident Selection Criteria
1136 N. Newsome ~ Mineola, Texas

If you are a single person or a family, with at least one 
household member 55 years or older, call or email to 
see if you qualify for one of our energy efficient 
1 bedroom units leasing for $440.
These are all electric units & WE pay your water, trash and sewer!!!

• Single story, barrier free design. 
• Some units designed for handicap accessibility
• Private patio and storage
• Range & Refrigerator furnished
• Washer & Dryer connections
• Community room for activities
• Pets allowed with a deposit
• We accept Section 8 HUD Vouchers/Certificates

Set up an appointment today by calling

903-569-0733
or email: mineolaseniors@yahoo.comW
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Classified deadlines 
and prices:

Display ads
Noon Monday,
$9/column inch

Word ads
3 p.m. Monday,

$12 for 15 words and then 20-cents/word

Call Brandi at 903-763-4522 or email 
classifieds@woodcountymonitor.com

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

*–Offering FREE CNA Classes–*
F/T CNA’s

F/T LVN 10pm-6am

Contact Candy Janes HR
Clark Spencer Adm.

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New 
Shift 

Differentials

First Baptist Church Alba is accepting resumés for a
Church Secretary. QuickBooks non-profit accounting
experience required.Word, Excel and Publisher experience preferred.
Approximately 32 hours per week. Salary is commensurate with experience.
Email resuméfbcalba@peoplescom.net or fax 903-765-3713 no calls please

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing has been set for 

revision on the plat of Holly Lake Ranch Subdivision.
The revision includes lots 2 and 3R, Section 8, within Holly 

Lake Ranch Subdivision.
The public hearing is set for Friday, July 12, 2019, at 10:00 

A.M. in the Commissioners Courtroom. All persons interested 
in revision to this plat may appear at the public hearing with 
opposition should they so desire.

/s/ Lucy Hebron
Wood County Judge

No. 13,215
IN RE THE ESTATE OF  § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
GEORGE AUGUSTUS SHIRLEY, JR.  §  OF
 §
DECEASED  § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST
THE ESTATE OF 

GEORGE AUGUSTUS SHIRLEY, JR., DECEASED
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of GEORGE AUGUSTUS SHIRLEY, JR. were 
issued on April 22, 2019 in Cause No. 13,215 pending in the 
Probate Court of Wood County, Texas, to:

TAMMY LYNN SHIRLEY, Independent Executor
Estate of GEORGE AUGUSTUS SHIRLEY, JR., Deceased

5506 Victor St., Dallas, Texas 75214

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner provided by law.

DATED the 12th day of June, 2019.

Respectfully submitted,

Kevin M. Ross
State Bar No.00788326
Jones, Davis & Jackson, P.C.
15110 Dallas Parkway, Suite 300
Dallas, Texas  75248
PHONE (972) 341-1322 
FAX (972) 733-3119
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR

The City of Mineola 
2018 Annual 

Water Quality Report 
is available upon request at 
Mineola Municipal Complex 

300 Greenville Hwy. 
Mineola, Tx 75773, 

by calling (903) 569-6183 
or on the 

City of Mineola website, 
www.mineola.com. 

ALBA GOLDEN ISD HIGH SCHOOL ADDITION

INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS

Proposals for this project will be received until 
Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at 2:00 p.m, by email to bids@
jacksonconstruction.com.

Construction Documents may be viewed online via 
SmartBid.net. For information on receiving plans, 
contact Bryan Parma at 214-998-9274 or bids@
jacksonconstruction.com. 

Alba Golden ISD and Jackson Construction Co., Inc. 
reserve the right to award the contract on any basis 
deemed in their best interest.  They also reserve the right 
to reject any or all proposals or waive any formalities.

QUITMAN ISD TENNIS COURTS, 
AUDITORIUM ENTRY, AND ARTS RENOVATIONS

INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS

Proposals for this project will be received until 
Thursday, June 27, 2019 at 2:00 p.m, by email to bids@
jacksonconstruction.com.

Construction Documents may be viewed online via 
SmartBid.net. For information on receiving plans, contact 
JD Hale at 214-998-9276 or bids@jacksonconstruction.
com. 

Quitman ISD and Jackson Construction Co., Inc. reserve 
the right to award the contract on any basis deemed in 
their best interest.  They also reserve the right to reject any 
or all proposals or waive any formalities.

TWO Divide & Conquer Downsizing Sales
Thurs., June 27 ~ 7:00-5:30 ▪ Fri., June 28 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., June 29 ~ 8:00-2:00
Sale #1: 1514 Hollycreek Drive (in Hollytree), Tyler, TX 75703

Outside SSW Loop 323 & off S. Broadway turn west onto Grande and left onto 
Hollytree Dr. Pass the clubhouse and tennis courts; continue to Hollycreek Dr.
This lovely 4,613 sq ft home has sold; contents & consignments must go: fabulous sectional; another 

sectional that reclines; daybed; queen bed; desks; matching sofa table, nightstand, & entertainment armoire; 
framed art; frames; vanity accessories; clocks; fabric & sew. notions; glass top sofa table; lg. wall unit; 

lg. TV; bar stools; rose bowls; mirrors; antq table; Fiesta dishes; Spode dishes; Lenox “Winter Greetings” 
dishes; Art. Court items; cost. jewelry; wall décor; room divider; linens; Jim Shore selections; vast amt. 

of holiday deco.; great clothes & shoes; rugs; adult & children’s books; CD’s; cassettes; movies; smocked 
dresses; child’s white wicker settee, chairs, & table; costumes; Barbies & accessories; other dolls; doll 
carriage; GI Joe & accessories; fireplace tools; 1926 Univ. of TX yrbk; pool table; ping pong table; ski 

wear; portable air cond. unit; BBQ grill; deer heads; trunks; trimmer; yard tools; golf clubs; Craftsman tool 
chest; hand tools; ladders; soooo much more! (1-2 minutes away from sale #2)

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com
Sale #2: 1506 Woodlands Dr. (in Hollytree), Tyler, TX 75703

Outside SSW Loop 323 & off S. Broadway turn west onto Grande and left onto 
Hollytree Dr. Pass the clubhouse and tennis courts; continue to Holly Creek Dr.
This lovely 3208 sq ft home, offered by Jan Love, has sold; contents and consignments must go: lovely 

din. table/chairs;  Hepplewhite style sideboard; sectional with chaise; large sofa; club chairs with ottomans; 
Spode blue & white “Italian Design” dishes from England; Spode Christmas cups & saucers; mahogany 
secretary; lovely lamps; metal & glass coffee table; metal & glass side tables; Arthur Court selections; 

framed art; chaise lounge; heavy pedestal/round top breakfast table; mirrors; parson chairs; blanket chest; 
rugs; twin 4-poster beds; custom twin bedding; misc. deco. plates, vases, jars; trundle bed; futon; music 
stands; Applause “Ovation” guitar; Wren music cabinet; fireplace screen; books; Waterford; Ethan Allen 
painted nightstands, vanity, and cabinet; patio umbrella; patio chaise; Christmas decorations; typewriter; 

red off. chair; black corner desk; E.Texas arrowheads; Magellan fold. chairs; card tables; fold. chairs; golf 
pictures; few clubs; luggage; Toro Blowervac; long ladder; Black & Decker Workmate; soooo much more! 

Pictures: DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com

Furniture, clothing (men, women, children, baby, some still have the tags on them), 
dishes, collectibles, jewelry, Christmas decorations, pictures, exercise equipment, 
plus much more. All proceeds go to restoring the Cartwright Community Center.
From Quitman, take Hwy 37 north and go about 7 miles. Turn left on FM 1643, 
go 1 mile and turn right on CR 4896. Church house is on the left in front of the 
church, about 2/10 of a mile.

Cartwright Baptist Church Annex

Fri.-Sat., June 28-29
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Church Wide 
Inside & Outside 

SALE

Notice of Public Sale
Triple G Mini Storage located at 1122 E. Goode St., 
Quitman, will be holding an auction Saturday, July 
13, 2019 at 1 p.m. for the contents of Kardarian 
Delaun Cooksey, Unit #68.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to Chapter 59, Texas Property code, Traders Village 
Storage Units, located at 1005 S. Hwy 37, Quitman, Texas 75783 
will hold a public auction of property being sold to satisfy a 
landlord’s lien.  Sale will be at 10:00 A.M., Thursday, July 18th, 
2019 at 1005 S. Hwy 37, Quitman, TX 75783. Unit items sold as-
is to highest bidder.  Seller reserves the right to not accept any 
bid or withdraw property from sale.  Property will be sold by the 
unit and includes the contents of units for the following tenants: 
Gregory Arlington, Steven Brandon, Colby Davis, Carolyn 
Fitzgerald, Holley Folse, Falyn Henson, Marion Hill, Theressa 
Hill, Ame Hobbs, Lisa Howard, Melissa Johnson, Mary Rojas, 
Jaquetta Tamez and Jered Taylor.

TexSCAN 
ACREAGE
Looking for hunting/recreational 
property. We have some of the 
best in Texas, from the Hill
Country to South Texas. Large 
acreage or small, 30 year fixed 
rate owner financing, only 5% 
down. www.ranchenterprisesltd.
com. 800-876-9720.
ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted, 
Point types: Clovis, Firstview, 
Eden, Midland, Yuma, Cody, all 
nice Alibates Points. Must be 
authentic, unbroken. Top $$ paid 
X3. Call 979-218-3351 or text 
photos.
CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to 
Boat Angel. 2-Night Free
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat 
Angel Outreach Centers to stop 
crimes against children. 800-
700-BOAT, www.boatangel.com.
EVENT
Wylie – Bluegrass on Ballard, 
Sat. June 29, 100 S. Ballard Ave. 
Music 1-9 p.m.; Arts & Crafts 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., WylieTexas.
gov; Classic Car show 4-9 p.m., 
pre-register DiscoverWylie.com.
Snyder – Casino Night, 7 p.m., 
July 5, The Coliseum, Snyder, 
TX. Sponsored by the Cogdell 
Memorial Hospital Foundation.
LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits 
selling for balance owed, free 
delivery. Model #101 Carolina, 
bal. $17,000; Model #203 Geor-
gia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 
Biloxi, bal. $14,500; Model #403 
Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at
www.loghomedream.com.
TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss! Get Paid to 
See the Country! Quality Drive-
Away is looking for CDL Drivers
to Deliver Trucks!
www.qualitydriveaway.com,
574-642-2023.



Wood County Monitor • Thursday, June 27, 2019   9A

NOTICE OF DEFAULT AND FORECLOSURE SALE
WHEREAS, on January 22, 2011, a certain Adjustable Rate Home Equity Conversion Deed of Trust 
(“Reverse Mortgage”) was executed by MARIE J SENNIKOFF, as mortgagor in favor of Bank Of 
America, N.A., A National Banking Association, as mortgagee and G. TOMMY BASTIAN, as 
trustee, and was recorded on February 10, 2011 under Clerk`s Instrument Number 2011-00001750 
in the real property records of Wood, Texas.

WHEREAS, the Reverse Mortgage was insured by the United States Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development (the “Secretary”) pursuant to the National Housing Act for the purpose of 
providing single family housing; and

WHEREAS, the beneficial interest in the Reverse Mortgage is now owned by the Secretary, pursuant 
to an assignment dated November 22, 2016, and recorded on December 12, 2016, under Clerk`s 
Instrument Number 2016-00012054 in the real property records of Wood County, Texas; and

WHEREAS, a default has been made in the covenants and conditions of the Reverse Mortgage in 
that the Mortgagors are now deceased; and

WHEREAS, the entire amount delinquent as of July 2, 2019 is $252,445.06; and

WHEREAS, by virtue of the default, the Secretary has declared the entire amount of the indebtedness 
secured by the Reverse Mortgage to be immediately due and payable;

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to powers vested in me by the Single Family Mortgage Foreclosure 
Act of 1994, 12 U.S.C. 3751 et seq., by 24 CFR part 27, subpart B, and by the Secretary’s designation 
of me as Foreclosure Commissioner, recorded on October 15, 2007 in Dallas County under Clerk’s 
File Number 20070369306, notice is hereby given that on July 2, 2019, at 10:00 AM local time 
or no later than three hours thereafter, all real and personal  property at or used in connection with 
the following described premises (“Property”) will be sold at public auction to the highest bidder: 

LOT NO. THREE (3) OF ACRES BONITA ESTATES, A SUBDIVISION OF 
WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT OF SUBDIVISION 
FILED IN VOLUME 9, PAGE 222, PLAT RECORDS, WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS.

Commonly known as: 176 COUNTY ROAD 3282, QUITMAN, TX 75783.

The sale will be held in Wood County, Texas at the following location: EAST DOOR (FRONT 
DOOR) OF THE WOOD COUNTY COURTHOUSE OR AS DESIGNATED BY THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER`S OFFICE or as designated by the County Commissioners Court.

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development will bid $252,445.06.

There will be no proration of taxes, rents or other income or liabilities, except that the purchaser 
will pay, at or before closing, his prorate share of any real estate taxes that have been paid by the 
Secretary to the date of the foreclosure sale.

When making their bids, all bidders except the Secretary must submit a deposit totaling $25,244.51 
in the form of a certified check or cashier’s check made out to the Secretary of HUD.  A deposit 
need not accompany each oral bid.  If the successful bid is oral, a deposit of $25,244.51 must 
be presented before the bidding is closed.  The deposit is nonrefundable.  The remainder of the 
purchase price must be delivered within 30 days of the sale or at such other time as the Secretary 
may determine for good cause shown, time being of the essence.  This amount, like the bid deposits, 
must be delivered in the form of a certified or cashier’s check.  If the Secretary is the highest bidder, 
he need not pay the bid amount in cash.   The successful bidder will pay all conveying fees, all real 
estate and other taxes that are due on or after the delivery date of the remainder of the payment and 
all other costs associated with the transfer of title.  At the conclusion of the sale, the deposits of the 
unsuccessful bidders will be returned to them.

The Secretary may grant an extension of time within which to deliver the remainder of the payment.  
All extensions will be for 15-day increments for a fee of $500.00, paid in advance.  The extension 
fee shall be in the form of a certified or cashier’s check made payable to the Secretary of HUD.  If 
the high bidder closes the sale prior to the expiration of any extension period, the unused portion of 
the extension fee shall be applied toward the amount due.

If the high bidder is unable to close the sale within the required period, or within any extension 
of time granted by the Secretary, the high bidder may be required to forfeit the cash deposit or, at 
the election of the foreclosure commissioner after consultation with the HUD representative, will 
be liable to HUD for any costs incurred as a result of such failure.  The Commissioner may, at the 
direction of the HUD representative, offer the property to the second highest bidder for an amount 
equal to the highest price offered by that bidder.

There is no right of redemption, or right of possession based upon a right of redemption, in the 
mortgagor or others subsequent to a foreclosure completed pursuant to the Act.  Therefore, the 
Foreclosure Commissioner will issue a Deed to the purchaser(s) upon receipt of the entire purchase 
price in accordance with the terms of the sale as provided herein.  HUD does not guarantee that the 
property will be vacant.

The scheduled foreclosure sale shall be cancelled or adjourned if it is established, by documented 
written application of the mortgagor to the Foreclosure Commissioner not less than 3 days before 
the date of sale, or otherwise, that the default or defaults upon which the foreclosure is based did 
not exist at the time of service of this notice of default and foreclosure sale, or all amounts due 
under the mortgage agreement are tendered to the Foreclosure Commissioner, in the form of a 
certified or cashier’s check payable to the Secretary of HUD, before public auction of the property 
is completed.

The amount that must be paid if the mortgage is to be paid in full prior the scheduled sale is 
$252,445.06, plus all other amounts that would be due under the mortgage agreement if payments 
under the mortgage had not been accelerated, advertising costs and postage expenses incurred 
in giving notice, mileage by the most reasonable road distance for posting notices and for the 
Foreclosure Commissioner’s attendance at the sale, reasonable and customary costs incurred 
for title and lien record searches, the necessary out-of-pocket costs incurred by the Foreclosure 
Commissioner for recording documents, a commission for the Foreclosure Commissioner, and all 
other costs incurred in connection with the foreclosure prior to reinstatement.

Tender of payment by certified or cashier’s check or application for cancellation of the foreclosure 
sale shall be submitted to the address of the Foreclosure Commissioner provided below.

Date: June 5, 2019

L. Keller Mackie
Foreclosure Commissioner
Mackie Wolf Zientz & Mann, P.C.
Parkway Office Center, Suite 900
14160 North Dallas Parkway
Dallas, TX 75254
(214) 635-2650
(214) 635-2686 Fax

CLERK OF THE COURT PETITIONER‘S ATTORNEY OR PETITIONER
DONNA HUSTON Philip Alexander
PO BOX 1707 P.O. Box 38
QUITMAN, TX 75783 Emory, TX 75440

THE STATE OF TEXAS
TO: Unknown Father and to all whom it may concern, Respondent(s), Greeting:

“You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or your attorney do not file 
a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of twenty days after you were served this citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against you.”

The Petition of, Petitioner, was filed in the 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County, 
Texas on this the 11th day of June, 2019, against, Respondent(s), numbered 2019-343 and entitled 
‘IN THE INTEREST OF WALKER CARTER ELLIS’. The suit requests: 

THE SUIT SEEKS TERMINATION OF PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP

The Court has authority in this suit to enter any judgment or decree in the child’s (children’s) 
interest which will be binding upon you, including the termination of the parent-child relationship, 
the determination of paternity and the appointment of a conservator with authority to consent to 
the child’s (children’s) adoption.

Issued and given under my hand and Seal of said Court at office in Quitman, Texas, on this 
the 14th day of June, 2019.

  ATTEST:
  DONNA HUSTON- CLERK
  402nd Judicial  District Court of
  Wood County, Texas
   Signed: 6/14/2019 9:28:46 AM

  By:                                                                  , DEPUTY

   Jennifer Mosher

CITATION ISSUED

Mineola Kiwanis Citizen of the Month was Lou Ray. Lou, at right, is on the 
board of Grace Healthcare and spends many hours each week volunteering 
at Grace which provides health care for the needy. The honor was presented 
by Kiwanian Pam Palmer.

CLERK  OF THE COURT 
DONNA HUSTON
PO BOX  1707
QUITMAN, TX 75783

THE STATE OF TEXAS

TO:  Janie McWolf, Respondent(s), Greetings:

“You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. You or your attorney are hereby 
commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the Plaintiff ’s Original Petition at or before 
10:00 a.m. of the Monday next following the expiration of forty-two days after you were served 
this citation.”

Said Plaintiffs Original Petition was filed in the 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood 
County, Texas on this the 27th day of March, 2019, in this cause numbered 2019-174 on the docket 
of said court, and styled,

FORK HOLIDAY VILLAGES,  L.P.
vs.

JANIE MCWOLF

A brief statement of the nature of this suit is as follows, to wit:

SUIT TO ENFORCE  RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS  CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING  
DESCRIBED REAL PROPERTY:  BEING LOT NUMBER 55, SECTION  A, OF HOLIDAY  
VILLAGES  OF FORK SUBDIVISION, WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

As is more fully shown by Plaintiffs Petition on file in this suit. The officer executing this 
process shall promptly execute the same according to law, and make due return as the law directs.

Issued and given under my hand and Seal of said Court at office in Quitman, Texas,  on this 
the 20th day of June, 2019.

ATTEST:
DONNA HUSTON – CLERK
402nd Judicial District Court of
Wood County, Texas
                      Signed 6/20/2019 1:21:27 PM

By:                                                                     , DEPUTY

PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY  OR PETITIONER 
J. BRAD  MCCAMPBELL 

P O BOX 38
EMORY TX  75440

PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY OR PETITIONER
Joe K. Thigpen

102 N. College St., Ste. 808
Tyler, TX 75702

CLERK OF THE COURT 
DONNA HUSTON
PO BOX 1707
QUITMAN, TX 75783

THE STATE OF TEXAS

TO:   Robert Louis Rodgers and to all whom it may concern, Respondent(s), Greeting:

 “You have been sued. You may employ an attorney. If you or vour attorney do not file 
a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 A.M. on the Monday next 
following the expiration of twenty days after you were served this citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against you.”

The Petition of, Petitioner, was filed in the 402nd Judicial District Court of Wood County, 
Texas on this the 1st day of March, 2019, against, Respondent(s), numbered 2019-109 and entitled 
‘IN THE INTEREST OF JOHN MICHAEL HESTER AND ELIZABETH RENA RODGERS, 
CHILDREN’. The suit requests:

FINAL ORDER

The Court has authority in this suit to enter any judgment or decree in the child’s (children’s) 
interest which will be binding upon you, including the termination of the parent-child relationship, 
the detennination of paternity and the appointment of a conservator with authority to consent to 
the child’s (children’s) adoption.

Issued and given under my hand and Seal of said Court at office in Quitman, Texas, on this 
the 20th day of June, 2019.

ATTEST:
DONNA HUSTON – CLERK
402nd Judicial District Court of
Wood County, Texas
                      Signed 6/20/2019 11:29:25 AM

By:                                                                     , DEPUTY

               Jennifer Mosher
CITATION ISSUED

Children at Holly Brook 
Baptist Church, Haw-
kins, will venture into the 
“wild” when Vacation Bible 
School convenes July 8-12. 
Area children are welcome. 
Events will begin at 9 a.m. 
daily and adjourn at noon. 
On July 14, to celebrate the 
week’s adventures, Holly 
Brook Baptist will host a free 

family carnival on July 14. 
The community is invited.

Vacation Bible School 2019 
takes the youngsters on a 
wild adventure – with el-
ephants and egrets, polar 
bears and penguins, cock-
atoos and crocodiles. As 
they seek out exotic animals, 
they will also find snap-
shots of real-life encounters 

with Jesus in scripture. The 
verse from which the “In the 
Wild” theme comes is John 
20:31: “But these are written 
so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that by believ-
ing you may have life in his 
name.” John 20:31

Call the church for more 
information: 903-769-2091.

Claire M. Pickens of Min-
eola was named to The Uni-
versity of Alabama Presi-
dent’s List for spring 2019.

A total of 11,406 students 
enrolled during the 2019 
spring term at UA were 
named to the Dean’s List 
with an academic record 
of 3.5 or above or the Presi-
dent’s List with an academ-
ic record of 4.0 (all A’s).

The University of Ala-
bama, the state’s oldest and 
largest public institution of 
higher education, is a stu-
dent-centered research uni-
versity that draws the best 
and brightest to an academ-
ic community committed to 
providing a premier under-
graduate and graduate edu-
cation. 

Pickens named 
to honors list

Holly Brook Baptist Church VBS set for July 8-12
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JULY 6th

Summer Clearance
Parking Lot Sale
scratch, dent, extras

344 NW Loop 564 Mineola, TX 75773
903-569-3300

Find us on FB 903-369-3287
975 W. State Loop 546 • Mineola, Texas

Main Course
Mineola Country Club

@

$699

D␣ILY LUNCH SPECI␣LS
Sandwiches • Seafood • Italian

Now serving
PIZZA

OPEN
TO THE
PUBLIC

Justin Blalock- Peoples 
Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 
Telecommunications Schol-
arship $4,000

Dalton Brandon- Quitman 
Rotary Club Scholarship 
$1,500, UT Quitman Auxil-
iary $1,500, Hazelwood Act 
$226,000

Riley Cameron- First Unit-
ed Methodist Church $1,000, 
Hochheim Prairie Branch 77 
$750, Quitman Former Stu-
dents Association $500, Tom 
Brady, City National Bank 
Scholarship $750

Katelyn Coats- Class of 
1978 Doug & Sue Barber 
$1,000, Quitman Garden 
Club $1,000

Shelby Compton- Crusad-
er Scholarship $9,488, Gen-
eral Scholarship $11,212, 
Foster Endowed Scholarship 
$388

Lillie Danner- Stephen F. 
Austin Academic Excellence 
Scholarship $3,500, Ronald 
McDonald House Chari-
ties Scholarship $2,000, Pi-
lot Club of Quitman $1,000, 
Quitman Former Students 
Association $500, Wood 
County Electric Power My 
World $1,000, Wood County 
Old Settlers Reunion $1,000

Jacob Day- First United 
Methodist Church $1,000, 
Hochheim Prairie Branch 
77 $750, Peoples Telephone 
Cooperative, Inc Education-
al Scholarship $2,000, Pilot 
Club of Quitman $1,000, 
Quitman Classroom Teach-
ers $500, Quitman Former 
Students Association $500, 
Quitman High School An-
chor Club, Sue Barber Me-
morial Fine Arts, TJC Presi-
dential Scholarship $10,000, 
TJC Band Scholarship 
$3,000, Tom Brady, City Na-
tional Bank Scholarship $500

Abby Dobbs- Kallinda/
Muhleman Scholarship: Tex-
as Golf Association $25,000, 
Candy & Carrie Harris Me-
morial $500, First United 
Methodist Church $1,000, Pi-
lot Club of Quitman $1,000, 
Quitman Former Students 
Association $500, The Lee 
Williams Service Above Self 
Quitman Rotary Club Schol-
arship $1,500, Tom Brady, 
City National Bank Schol-
arship $500, Wood County 
Aggie Moms $500, Wood 
County Electric Power My 
World $1,000

Baylee Eberhart- First 
United Methodist Church 
$1,000

William Fry- Lake Country 
Symphonic Band $500, First 
United Methodist Church 
$1,000, UT Tyler Band Schol-
arship $1,000

Ashton Goss- TJC Band 
Scholarship $900

Deacon Hicks- GI Bill 
$226,000

Mikayla Hubbard- Brad 
Deer & Gayle Grant Willis 
Memorial $300, First United 
Methodist Church $1,000, 
Flora Masonic Lodge No. 
119 $1,000, Joe & Evelyn 
Waddleton Memorial $1,000, 

Peoples Telephone Coopera-
tive, Inc Educational Schol-
arship $2,000, TJC Presiden-
tial Scholarship $10,000

Madison Jacobs- GI Bill 
$226,000

Matthew Lord- Quitman 
High School Anchor Club, 
Woodmen Life Chapter 882 
$750

Courtney McCollum- 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution $1,000, Peoples 
Telephone Cooperative, Inc 
Educational Scholarship 
$2,000

Josh Medlin- Billy E. Hibbs 
Scholarship $1,000, First 
United Methodist Church 
$1,000, Quitman Athletic 
Booster Club $1,000, Quit-
man Young Farmers in 
Honor of Kevin Bradshaw 
$1,750, The Delbert & Mary 
Ballard Scholarship $1,000, 
Wood County Aggie Moms 
$500, Wood County Junior 
Livestock Show $1,000

Max Peddy- Carliss & 
Lois Phillips Memorial $500, 
Granville & Mary Jane Ben-
ton Memorial Scholarship 
$500, TJC Presidential Schol-
arship $10,000, Dr. Pepper 
Scholarship $1,000

Jeremy Peek- Pilot Club of 
Quitman $1,000, Quitman 
High School Anchor Club, 
Quitman/Lake Fork Kiwanis 
Club $1,000, Sue Barber Me-
morial Fine Arts, TJC Presi-
dential Scholarship $10,000, 
Woodmen Life Chapter 882 
$750

Stephanie Ramirez Flores- 
UT Quitman Auxiliary $500

Brayden Sessions- GI Bill 
$226,000

Jakelin Silva- Texas Tech 
Scholastic Success Schol-
arship $16,000, Texas Tech 
Incoming Freshman Schol-
arship $4,000, Pilot Club of 
Quitman $2,000, Quitman 
Garden Club $1,000, Quit-
man High School Anchor 
Club

Madalyn Spears- Kilgore 
College $18,878, Quitman 
Athletic Booster Club $1,000, 
Quitman Youth Foundation 
$1,000

Brenley von Reyn- Fort 
Worth Calf Scramble Schol-
arship $10,000, Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors Memori-
al Scholarship $1,500, First 
United Methodist Church 
$1,000, Matthew Smith Me-
morial Ag $500, Quitman 
Former Students Associa-
tion $500, Quitman Young 
Farmers in Honor of Jim 
Burks $2,250, Tom Brady, 
City National Bank Scholar-
ship $750, Wood County Ju-
nior Livestock Show $2,000, 
Sam and Jo White Memorial 
Scholarship $1,000, Antique 
Tractor Association $500

Caylie Wiese- Flora Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 119 $1,000, 
Quitman Garden Club 
$1,000, TJC Presidential 
Scholarship $10,000

Kendal Wiley- Vernon 
College $27,000, Tyler Um-
pire Association $500

Quitman HS names 
scholarship winners

Hawkins principal recognized for contribution to rural education
Hawkins Elementary School 

Principal Stephanie McConnel 
has been awarded the title of 
Texas Rural Education Associ-
ation (TREA) Principal of the 
Year.

McConnel has been in the 
field of education for 21 years 
and has a master’s degree from 
Texas A&M Commerce. 

McConnel said in her appli-
cation that her most significant 

contribution to rural education 
is a “relentless pursuit to im-
prove student achievement by 
focusing on high-quality in-
struction and creating a culture 
of family,” according to a press 
release from the TREA.

She was recognized as princi-
pal of the year at a TREA Sum-
mer Conference in Fort Worth 
on June 22.

Hawkins ISD Superintendent 

Morris Lyon explained that 
McConnel is a great leader for 
Texas public schools and brings 
her enthusiasm to her fellow 
educators. 

She creates a newsletter for 
educators that reaches more 
than 10,000 people.

She has also written two 
books on how to boost stu-
dents’ and teachers’ morale.McCONNEL

Elementary schools earn academic distinction
By ZAK WELLERMAN

news@woodcountymonitor.com

For consistently getting 
students to grade-level com-
prehension and beyond, 
three Wood County elemen-
tary schools were recently 
named to a prestigious hon-
or roll. 

Quitman, Yantis and Haw-
kins Elementary schools 
were listed on the Educa-
tional Results Partnership 
(ERP) 2018-19 Texas Honor 
Roll.

The distinction goes to 
schools that show high 
levels of student academ-
ic achievement, improve-
ment in achievement levels 
over time and reduction in 
achievement gaps among 
student populations.

ERP is a non-profit orga-
nization that utilizes data to 
help schools improve stu-
dent outcomes and better 
career readiness. The group 
also charts pathways for 
greater academic success 
and living-wage jobs, ac-

cording to its website.
Quitman ISD Superin-

tendent Rhonda Turner ex-
pressed her pride in QES 
being named to the honor 
roll as well as the other local 
schools.

“Quitman ISD is proud of 
the ongoing exemplary per-
formance of our elementary 
campus. Quitman Elemen-
tary continues to perform at 
a high level of achievement 
year after year,” Turner said. 
“It is also worth noting that 
three elementary schools 
from Wood County are on 
the list and that is something 
for the residents of Wood 
County to be very proud of.”

Yantis ISD Superintendent 
and Elementary Principal 
Tracey Helfferich called be-
ing a part of the list a great 
honor.

“I would like to com-
mend our teachers for their 
hard work and for paving 
the way for a better future 
for our students, closing 
achievement gaps and im-
proving the overall perfor-

mance for our students. I am 
very proud of our teachers, 
students and parents for 
working together to create a 
positive learning experience 
in order to help our students 
be successful,” Helfferich 
said. “The fact that our ele-
mentary school is receiving 
this recognition is a credit to 
the entire school communi-
ty.”

Hawkins ISD Superinten-
dent Morris Lyon shared 
his appreciation of having a 
school environment where 
students can learn and grow 
together. 

“I am so proud of our stu-
dents and staff for their hard 
work and commitment. We 
are blessed to have such an 
amazing school where the 
culture of teamwork, effort 
and caring for one another 
is exhibited everyday with 
both our students and staff. 
HES has shown so much 
student growth in the last 
couple of years and we are 
honored HES is getting 
recognitions from the ERP 

Honor Roll to a TEA Blue 
Ribbon nomination. It is a 
blessing to have a child at-
tend HES and to be a part of 
such a great district.”

In January, Hawkins Ele-
mentary was also honored 
with a Texas Education 
Agency Blue Ribbon School 
nomination for its exempla-
ry work in closing achieve-
ment gaps among specific 
populations of students.  An 
announcement on national 
blue ribbon winners will be 
made in September.

Some success factors ERP 
has found in schools named 
to the honor roll include 
evidence-based instruction-
al practices, a defined sys-
tem-wide mission of college 
and career readiness for all 
students, investment in hu-
man capital, maintenance 
of data and assessment sys-
tems to monitor school and 
student performance, and 
resources and guidance to 
support schools’ efforts in 
preparing all students for 
college and career. 

Qualified area residents 
are invited to donate blood 
to the Carter Blood Cen-
ter June 30 at Holly Brook 
Baptist Church, Hawkins, 
immediately following the 
morning worship service. 
The blood center will draw 
blood from all qualified do-
nors, and blood donations 
can benefit anyone who uses 
the blood bank.

Quarterly blood drives are 
a continuing effort between 
Holly Brook Baptist Church 
members and the blood cen-
ter. The blood drives began 
in 2012 when a serious need 
arose for blood for a church 
member. Since then, the 
church has hosted a blood 
drive on the fifth Sunday of 
each quarter. Staff from the 
Carter Center draws blood 
from noon to 3 p.m. 

To give blood, a donor 
must:

• Be at least 16 years of age 
(with parental approval);

• Be at least one day symp-
tom-free of colds, flu, or not 
feeling well;

• Weigh a minimum of 110 
pounds;

• Not be taking antibiot-
ics and certain other med-
ications. Acceptable med-
ications include vitamins 
or allergy medicine, blood 
pressure medicine, thyroid 
replacement, female hor-
mones, anxiety or high cho-
lesterol medications and 
many others. A list of guide-
lines is at www.carterblood-
care.org/pdf/DonorGuide-
lines.pdf

Call the church office for 
more information: 903-769-
2091.

Blood drive set for June 30 
at Holly Brook Baptist

The Mineola Animal Shel-
ter is urging citizens to take 
precautions for their pets 
during the hot days of sum-
mer.

Do not leave pets in the 
car. Studies show that on 
a 75 degree day, tempera-
tures inside a car, even with 
windows slightly down, 
can raise to 100 degrees in 
10 minutes. Temperatures 
in dark colored cars can rise 
even more, reaching temps 
of 200 degrees.

Pets can overheat just like 
humans. If you think your 
pet has overheated, place 
cool (not ice cold, as this can 
do more harm) wet wash-
cloths on their head and 
neck, and cool compresses 
on the belly and under their 
back legs.

Avoid bare paws on pave-
ment and sidewalks. Pave-
ment and sidewalks can be 
extremely hot and will burn 
their paws.

Keep up on flea preven-
tion due to high number 
of parasites in the summer 
months.

Keep plenty of fresh wa-
ter accessible in deep bowls. 
Walk your pets early in the 
morning or late in the eve-
ning. Make sure your pets 
have a shady place to get 
out of the sun, be careful to 
not over exercise them, and 
keep them indoors when it’s 

extremely hot. Be cautious 
of the hot water that comes 
out of the water hose when 
they are first turned on.

Maintain their coat. A 
shaggy coat can actual-
ly help insulate your dog 
against the heat. If your 
animal is an inside animal 
make sure you keep the air 
on at all times.

Don’t forget about your 
livestock. They also need 
fresh, clean, cool water.

Prepare for power outag-
es before a summer storm 
takes out the power in your 
home.

Create a disaster plan to 
keep your pets safe from 
heat stroke and other tem-
perature-related trouble.

Mineola Animal Shelter 
would also like to remind 
citizens there are local or-
dinances and state laws re-
lating to the mistreatment 
of animals. If you have any 
questions, please contact us 
at 903-569-2252.

Texas Animal Cruelty 
Laws. Penal Code Section 
42.09 “Cruelty to Livestock 
Animals” and Section 42.092 
“Cruelty of Non-Livestock 
Animals” of the Texas Pe-
nal Code prohibits a person 
from intentionally, know-
ingly or recklessly cruelly 
treating an animal. Offenses 
can be up to a state jail fel-
ony.

Mineola Animal Shelter 
urges humane treatment 
of pets during hot summer

Call Brandi at 903-763-4522 or email
classifieds@woodcountymonitor.com
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Time to get Crackin’!
 with the  Mineola
FIREWORKS FUNDRAISER

Schedule of Activities at  
Mineola Civic Center:
* Splash Park open all day until 8pm

* Pavilion concession open, selling 
hot dogs, snow cones, drinks & 
snacks throughout the evening. 
Restrooms open.

* 7 p.m. Flag Retirement Ceremony 
by Boy Scouts.

* 8 p.m. Lake Country Symphonic 
Band entertains with patriotic music.

* 9 p.m. FIREWORKS!

Michael & Pamela Palmer contributed $25 to the fund & 
giving $100 each were BTH Bank and Martin Mapes.

Your help is needed to raise $4,000 for  
the Annual 4th of July Fireworks Show.

Please send your check to:
Fireworks Fund, City of Mineola
PO Box 179, Mineola, TX 75773

100%

75%

50%

25%

75

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

GARRETT
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATINGAIR CONDITIONING

& HEATING

Free Estimates

903-629-2141
903-316-6537

SERVICE
&

INSTALLATION
ServingWood County
& the East Texas area
for over 17 years

Lic/Insured TACLB021405E

GARRETT

Daniel Amador – Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000.

Emily Michelle Andrews – 
G.W. “Babe” English Schol-
arship $1,000, Mineola Hay 
Show Scholarship $2,500, 
Wood County Junior Live-
stock Show Scholarship 
$1,000.

Alexis Mary Ann An-
dreozzi – Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $1,000.

Karina Elizabeth Bautista 
– Masonic Lodge No. 502 
Sam C. Dear Scholarship 
$1,000, Delphian Literary 
Club Scholarship $300.

Lacie DeAnn Brown – Dr. 
John M. and Marilyn E. 
Thomas Scholarship $1,000, 
Max and Mary Hudson 
Trust Scholarship $1,000, 
Maxcine Nash Scholarship 
$1,000, MHS Athletic Boost-
er Club Scholarship $500.

Alyssa Brooke Bullard – 
Tom C. and Mary Bryan 
Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000.

Katie Jo Callison – Elo-
ise Kelly Powell Memorial 
Scholarship $1,000, United 
Methodist Men Scholarship 
$1,000, Bill and Yvonne Lee-
diker Endowment $1,000, 
Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Schol-
arship $1,000, Tom C. and 
Mary Bryan Reitch Scholar-
ship Trust $1,000.

Omar Camacho – Max 
and Mary Hudson Trust 
Scholarship $1,000, Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000, 
MHS Athletic Booster Club 
Scholarship $500.

Clayton Davis Cash – Tex-
as Classroom Teachers As-
sociation Scholarship $500.

Jessica Rene’ Casper – 
Meredith Foundation Schol-
arship $3,000, Mineola Min-
isterial Alliance Scholarship 
$1,000, Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $2,000, Max and Mary 
Hudson Trust Scholar-
ship $1,000, Quachita Bap-
tist University President’s 
Scholarship $74,000, QBU 
Tiger Network Scholarship 
$1,000, QBU Band Scholar-
ship $8,000, QBU Minister’s 
Children $8,000.

Annalee Faith Cook – Ty-
ler Junior College Presi-
dential Honors Scholarship 
$10,000, Hoyt and Marilyn 
Merritt Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship, Tom C. and 
Mary Bryan Reitch Scholar-
ship Trust $1,000, City Na-
tional Bank Scholarship.

Rogelio Ortega Delapaz 
– Meredith Foundation 
Scholarship $3,000, Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $2,000, 
Max and Mary Hudson 
Trust Scholarship $1,000, 
the Cobbs Family Schol-
arship $300, Texas A&M 
University-Commerce Price 
Scholarship Endowment 
$1,000, Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Commerce Presiden-
tial Scholarship $11,000, 
University of Texas at Tyler 
Distinguished Patriot Schol-
arship $4,000, Tyler Junior 
College Presidential Hon-
ors Scholarship $10,000.

Adam Christopher Die-
vendorf – Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $1,000, Mineola Com-
munity Chest Scholarship 
$500, Act 1 and Company 
One Act Play Scholarship 
$500, Texas Classroom 
Teachers Association Schol-
arship $500.

Connor Glen Dobbs – Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000, 
Bobby Dan Speights Memo-
rial Scholarship $1,000.

Lin Dong – Rotary Club 
Scholarship $1,500, Max 
and Mary Hudson Trust 
Scholarship $1,000, Mere-
dith Foundation Scholar-
ship $3,000, Tom C. and 
Mary Bryan Reitch Scholar-
ship Trust $2,000, Kiwanis 
Club Scholarship $1,000, 
Maxcine Nash Scholarship 
$1,000, Baylor University 
Dean’s Gold Scholarship 
$60,000, Mineola Hay Show 
Scholarship $2,500.

Addyson Faith Fischer 
– Tom C. and Mary Bryan 
Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000.

Shawmon Deshun Frank-
lin – Hoyt and Marilyn 
Merritt Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship $1,000, Mineola 
Community Bank Scholar-
ship $500, Mineola Com-

munity Chest Scholarship 
$500, MHS Athletic Booster 
Club Scholarship $500, Max 
and Mary Hudson Trust 
Scholarship $1,000, Timo-
thy and Maxine Hancock 
Scholarship $1,000.

Jessica Galez – Kiwanis 
Club Scholarship $1,000.

Omar Gonzalez – Mere-
dith Foundation Scholar-
ship $3,000, Letitia Teague 
Puckett/Elizabeth Denton 
English NSDAR Scholar-
ship $1,000, Morgan Spen-
ce Education Scholarship 
$500, Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $1,000, Max and Mary 
Hudson Trust Scholarship 
$1,000.

Ritik R. Gopal – Tom C. 
and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000.

Kylie Anne Grant – G.W. 
“Babe English Scholarship 
$1,000.

Jamie Abigaile Hagan – 
Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Scholar-
ship $1,000.

Jacob Wideman Hagger-
ton -- G.W. “Babe English 
Scholarship $1,000, Mineola 
Hay Show $2,500.

Autumn Rylie Hill – Dix-
ie Fitzgerald Memorial 
Scholarship $1,000, Mineola 
Community Chest Scholar-
ship $500, Morgan Spence 
Education Scholarship $500, 
Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Scholar-
ship $1,000.

Lena Kathryn Hughes 
– Ruth Lott Scholarship 
$1,000, Meredith Founda-
tion Scholarship $3,000, 
Max and Mary Hudson 
Trust Scholarship $1,000, 
Tom C. and Mary Bryan 
Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$2,500, SFASU Academ-
ic Excellence Scholarship 
$12,000, Southeaster Lou-
isiana University Band 
Scholarship $600, South-
easter Louisiana University 
Music Scholarship $14,000, 
Tyler Junior College Presi-
dential Honors Scholarship 
$10,000, University of Texas 
at Tyler Music Scholarship 
$12,000, University of North 
Texas Emerald Eagle Schol-
arship $40,000.

Sydney Elaine Johnson – 

Meredith Foundation Schol-
arship $3,000, Tom C. and 
Mary Bryan Reitch Schol-
arship Trust $1,000, Ruth 
Lott Scholarship $1,000, 
Max and Mary Hudson 
Trust Scholarship $1,000, 
Mineola Landmark Com-
mission Scholarship $500, 
Quachita Baptist University 
Merit Scholarship $60,000, 
Abilene Christian Universi-
ty Royce L. Money Chancel-
lor’s Award $68,000, Mine-
ola Hay Show Scholarship 
$1,000.

Emily Grace Jones – Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000, 
MHS Athletic Booster Club 
Scholarship $500, Max and 
Mary Hudson Trust Schol-
arship $1,000, Mineola Hay 
Show Scholarship $2,500.

Alaina Morae Lopez – 
Mineola Community Bank 
Scholarship $500, Rotary 
Club Scholarship $1,500, 
Max and Mary Hudson 
Trust Scholarship $1,000, 
Meredith Foundation Schol-
arship $3,000, Tom C. and 
Mary Bryan Reitch Scholar-
ship Trust $2,500.

Aracely Mata – Dan Pea-
cock Memorial Scholar-
ship $500, Max and Mary 
Hudson Trust Scholarship 
$1,000.

Mary Elaine Merlino – 
Tom C. and Mary Bryan 
Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000, Mineola Lions Club 
Scholarship $250, MHS 
Alumni Memorial Scholar-
ship (Class of 1984) $500, 
Morgan Spence Education 
Scholarship $500, Addie 
E. McFarland Foundation 
Scholarship $500, Maxcine 
Nash Scholarship $1,000.

Arlinda Meta – Tom C. 
and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000, 
Maxcine Nash Scholarship 
$1,000.

Jacqueline Marleny Moli-
na – Tom C. and Mary Bry-
an Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000.

Preston James Mosher – 
Morgan Spence Education 
Scholarship $500, Mineo-
la Hay Show Scholarship 
$1,000.

Nancy Vianey Palma – 
Tom C. and Mary Bryan 

Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000.

Madison Baylee Rear-
don – G.W. “Babe” English 
Scholarship $1,000, Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000.

Spencer Paulden Rhodes 
– Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Scholar-
ship $1,000, Hochheim Prai-
rie Insurance Branch No. 53 
Scholarship $300.

Caden Todd Roberts – 
Shannon Seaton Memorial 
Scholarship $1,000, Max 
and Mary Hudson Trust 
Scholarship $1,000, Hoyt 
and Marilyn Merritt Wil-
son Memorial Scholarship 
$1,000, Tyler Junior College 
Apache Band Scholarship 
$2,200.

Mckenzie Patricia Shaft – 
Kiwanis Club Scholarship 
$1,000, Meredith Founda-
tion Scholarship $3,000, 
Tom C. and Mary Bryan 
Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$2,000, Max and Mary 
Hudson Trust Scholarship 
$1,000, Mineola Hay Show 
Scholarship $2,000.

Bryce River Simonek – 
Max and Mary Hudson 
Trust Scholarship $1,000, 
Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Schol-
arship $1,000, East Texas 
Baptist University Dean 
Scholarship $32,000, Dallas 
Baptist University Christian 
Service Scholarship $12,000, 
Texas High School Bass 
Association Scholarship 
$1,500, the Dallas Founda-
tion Scholarship $1,250.

Samual David South – 
Keith and Sheri Scott Phil-
lips ’84 Scholarship $1,000, 
Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Scholar-
ship $1,000.

Bryce Ryan Strange – 
Mineola Youth Foundation 
Scholarship $500.

Michael Angelo Trocolli 
– Masonic Lodge No. 502 
Sam C. Dear Scholarship 
$1,000, Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $1,000.

Andrea Victoria Valdez 
– Eugenia Stroud Hibbs 
Scholarship for Outstand-
ing Achievement in the 
Arts $1,000, Max and Mary 

Hudson Trust Scholarship 
$1,000, Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $1,000.

Jackson Timothy VanDo-
ver – Maxcine Nash Schol-
arship $1,000, Tom C. and 
Mary Bryan Reitch Scholar-
ship Trust $2,000, Max and 
Mary Hudson Trust Schol-
arship $1,000, Meredith 
Foundation Scholarship 
$3,000, Mineola Hay Show 
Scholarship $2,500.

Armando Veloz Jr. – Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $2,000, 
Meredith Foundation Schol-
arship $3,000, Max and 
Mary Hudson Trust Schol-
arship $1,000, Mineola Hay 
Show Scholarship $2,000.

Anna Marie Westberry – 
Jack Knight Courage Award 
$500, Tom C. and Mary Bry-
an Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000.

Bree Makyna Williams 
– Tom C. and Mary Bryan 
Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000, Mineola Communi-
ty Chest Scholarship $500.

Breanna Dawn Wilmoth 
– Masonic Lodge No. 502 
Sam C. Dear Scholarship 
$1,000, Tom C. and Mary 
Bryan Reitch Scholarship 
Trust $1,000, Max and Mary 
Hudson Trust Scholar-
ship $1,000, Mineola Youth 
Foundation Scholarship 
$500, VFW Post No. 7523 
Scholarship $4,000.

Caitlyn Alyssa Wolf – East 
Texas Baptist University 
Dean’s Scholarship $32,000, 
Hoyt and Marilyn Merritt 
Wilson Memorial Scholar-
ship $1,000.

Jerri Lee Workman – Tom 
C. and Mary Bryan Reitch 
Scholarship Trust $1,000, 
Fannie Marcham Garden 
Club Scholarship $1,000.

Tishey Lou Yates – Act 1 
and Company Scholarship 
$500, Tom C. and Mary Bry-
an Reitch Scholarship Trust 
$1,000, LeTourneau Univer-
sity Founder’s Scholarship 
$52,000, LeTourneau Uni-
versity Trustee’s Scholar-
ship $2,000.

Victoria Magdelana Zav-
ala – G.W. “Babe” English 
Scholarship $1,000.

Mineola graduates garner numerous college scholarships

Felony murder occurs 
when someone commits or 
attempts to commit anoth-
er felony, other than man-
slaughter, and while in the 
process of committing or at-
tempting to commit anoth-
er offense, the individual 
causes the death of another 
person.

Both crimes are a first-de-
gree felony and carry a sen-
tence of five to 99 years in 
prison.

During last week’s pro-
ceeding, Walters, Files 
and defense attorney Cyn-

thia Stevens Kent (via 
telephone) met privately 
during a recess. When they 
returned to the courtroom, 
Files said he understands 
the state has the right to 
re-indict a defendant “but I 
don’t like that it was sprung 
last minute.”

He said the defense would 
not object to the indictment 
being amended without go-
ing to a grand jury. A re-in-
dictment could serve to 
“poison” the jury pool, he 
argued.

Cloud filed a motion Fri-
day, June 21, to amend the 
original Walters indictment 
with new language that 
would support a felony 
murder accusation.

TRIAL From page 1Mineola Animal Control 
recommends the following 
tips for animals and fire-
works.

Preparation: Arrange to 
have the animal a place 
where there won’t be loud 
fireworks displays, such as 
a friend’s or relative’s home 
or a doggie day care with 
which the dog is familiar.

Accommodate: If the an-
imal cannot be taken to a 
place away from fireworks, 
then have a travel kennel at 
home for her to feel safe in.

If you’re not going to be 
home, have a friend or sit-
ter there to keep animals 
company and take them out 
to relieve themselves every 
four hours.

Acclimation: The best 

way to prepare animals for 
fireworks is to make sure 
they’re comfortable with 
the sound in advance.

While this is a simple pro-
cess, it can take time. Try 
different sounds in a com-
fortable and safe location. 

Sedation: If it is neces-
sary to use medication to 
calm the animal during the 
fireworks, remember that 
any such tool must be in-
troduced at the right time, 
conditioning the animal to 
understand that the medi-
cation is there to bring them 
to a calm state.

Please consult a veterinar-
ian for the right solution for 
you and your pet.

Communication: If you 
are going to be with your 

animal or livestock during 
the fireworks, sending the 
calming message that they 
are nothing to worry about 
will also help him or her to 
relax.

Livestock are sometimes 
forgotten during these 
events. Please make sure to 
prepare them also. If live-
stock are in the pasture, 
possibly make arrange-
ments for boarding or se-
curing them in a stall for the 
evening if you know there 
will be a firework show 
near your location. 

If an animal becomes lost 
please call the Mineola An-
imal Shelter at 903-569-6294 
or email photo and info to 
Shelter@mineola.com.

Remember pets, livestock during fireworks

The Border Lows, a lo-
cal chapter of Loners on 
Wheels (lonersonwheels.
com), will be having their 
monthly camp out, July 
7-11 at Queen Wilhelmina 
State Park, 3877 Highway 
88, Mena, Ark.

Participants must make 
their own reservations at 
479-394-2863 or reserveam-
erica.com.

All camping singles are 
welcome to camp or come 
visit awhile.

For more info, call Ruth 
at 903-678-3714, Dorothy at 
870-648-7118, Tina at 214-
926-6144 or ruthann19508@
aol.com.

Local Loners on 
Wheels planning 
outing to Mena
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Working at Sanderson Farms

MEANS MORE.
Career Opportunity 
Job Security
Benefits

Training
Compensation
Satisfaction

www.sandersonfarms.com   |    

Maintenance Employees:

$19.95 - $27.45/hr

Truck Drivers:

$20.35 - $22.90/hr

Line Operators:

$15.00 /hr after 
90 Days

Benefits among the most comprehensive/affordable in the industry.

A leader in poultry industry employee compensation.
Recently provided an across-the-board pay increase for hourly workers.

Sanderson Farms pays 75% of health premium cost for employees and family members.

Church members work on repairs at a home in Hawkins.

Parishioners celebrate Love Week
Holly Brook Baptist Church 

kicked off Love Week on June 
3 by scraping, caulking and 
repairing a home in Hawkins 
and preparing it for painting 
on Tuesday. June 3-7 was a 
full week for HBBC mem-
bers with outreach events 
each day.

In addition to house paint-
ing on Tuesday, members 
installed smoke detectors 
in homes. On Wednesday, 
members baked and as-
sembled 2,000 cookies and 
baked goods that were then 
delivered on Thursday to 
local businesses. Love Week 
wrapped up on Friday with 

a free car wash at the church.
“This week of outreach 

and service is a demon-
stration of our Christian 
mission,” said Pastor Da-
vid LeFlore. “Engaging ev-
eryone to be God-focused, 
people-focused, and trans-
formed by the gospel.”

The next big community 
event for HBBC is Vacation 
Bible School July 8-12 from 
9 a.m. to noon followed by a 
free family carnival on Sun-
day, July 14. The public is 
invited.

Call the church office for 
more information: 903-769-
2091.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Eighteen four-man teams 
competed in the 16th an-
nual Land’s End Volunteer 
Fire Department Golf Tour-
nament Saturday June 22.

A plethora of donated 
prizes, including Cleveland 
golf clubs and a Henry re-
peating rifle, heightened the 
sense of competition. 

Established in 2003, the 
volunteer fire department 
(VFD) has come a long way 
since its inception.

Now in his 10th year at 
the helm, Fire Chief Rick 
Nichols recounted how the 
VFD started with an old 
milk truck as its primary 
equipage. 

Through the generosi-
ty of many local residents, 
the VFD now maintains six 
trucks: three field trucks, 
a medical truck, and two 
tankers. They are housed 
at the immaculately main-
tained Land’s End Fire Sta-
tion on County Road 1970. 

The fire station serves 

not only as the department 
headquarters, but also as a 
social and business meeting 
place for the Land’s End 
communities. “There is sel-
dom a night when it is not 
in use,” stated Nichols.

The department respond-
ed to 125 calls last year, of 
which approximately 75% 
were medical assist calls. 
Given the age of the local 
populace, remoteness of 
many of the residents, and 
the large area, the depart-
ment’s work is vital to the 
safety and security of lake 
residents.

“We are under contract 
with the county to cov-
er the whole area south of 
Highway 515 and between 
the bridges,” Nichols ex-
plained. He went on to de-
scribe the excellent support 
relationships that exists 
with the surrounding de-
partments of Yantis, Quit-
man, and Alba.

The annual tournament 
remains critical to maintain-
ing the department. Nichols 
specifically highlighted the 

Land’s End VFD holds 
annual golf tourney

What a crazy week here at 
Lake Fork. We had several 
thunderstorms with more 
than five inches of rain, 
which brought the lake to 
over full pool conditions. 

That meant they opened 
all five gates on the dam. The 
water clarity is still stained, 
and the water temperatures 
remained in the lower 80s.

The bass fishing was great 
the first part of the week with 
numerous bass being caught 
on Carolina rigs, Strike King 
XD10’s and XD8’s, and of 
course the wacky worms. 
The best color Strike King 
XD 10 is the chartreuse with 
blue back and the best col-
or of the XD 8 was the sexy 

shad. We fished them off 
main lake points in the south 
part of the lake and in creek 
sub points. You will get hung 
up with deep crank baits, so 
invest in a good bait knocker 
with good nylon rope on it.

The Carolina rig is still 
the go to rig in deep water. 
We continued to use Bubba 
Bait’s watermelon/candy/
red Boss Hog on our Caroli-
na rigs. 

We found isolated brush 
piles were the best place to 
fish the Carolina rig. My fa-
vorite way to catch the bass 
here at Lake Fork is by us-
ing the Zoom chartreuse/
pumpkin trick worm rigged 
wacky style around docks 

and Hydrilla. 
Do not forget to put a 

nail in the head of the trick 
worm.

The crappie fishing was 
good this week. The Bubba’s 
Bait chartreuse 1/8 ounce 
crappie jig continued to be 
the go to jig to constantly 
catch good crappie. Isolat-
ed brush piles were the best 
place to find the crappie. The 
bridge fishing is still slow.

The white bass fishing is 
still very good. Joe Spaits 
chrome and chartreuse 
½- ounce Flashtail jigging 
spoon is the best way to 
catch them. They are still 
on most of the main lake 
humps.

The catfish anglers were 
doing well until the high 
water on Friday. Punch bait 
was the go to bait around 
brush piles and isolated bait-
ed trees.  

On our equipment list, this 
week was our Ranger Z520c 
powered by a Mercury 250 
Pro XS, Duckett rods, ABU 
Garcia reels, Stren line, Ea-
gle Claw hooks, Strike King 
hard baits, Buddy’s Custom 
Baits, Zoom soft plastics and 
Bubba’s crappie jigs.

Here at J&M Guide Service 
we have one day left open in 
June for guided bass trips. 
Give us a call at 903-413-
6919 or e-mail us at bassmr@
geusnet.com.

Lake Fork Weekly Fishing Report

Land’s End Volunteer Fire Department Chief Rick Nichols praised the com-
munity volunteers who planned and executed the annual golf tourney last 
Saturday.

work this year of Patriot 
Sporting Challenge Director 
Garry Schnabel is securing 
a rush of new support for 
the tourney. He also recog-
nized Land’s End VFD sec-
retary and treasurer, Vivian 
Wood. “I couldn’t do with-
out her,” he noted.

All in all, some 60 volun-
teers staged the tournament. 
The Links at Land’s End 
General Manager Hunter 
Smith described the annual 
tournament as “entertain-
ing for all the players.” He 
described how the involve-

ment of the volunteers on 
the course and the method 
of awarding prizes encour-
aged everyone to come out 
and participate regardless 
of skill level.        

Always looking to expand 
services, Nichols hopes that 
the success of this year’s 
tournament will help in es-
tablishing a two-bay sub-
station at the intersection 
of FM 515 and state Hwy. 
154. “It would greatly assist 
on response time, and help 
in lowering property insur-
ance rates.”     

Mineola Alderwoman Polly Jones accepts a $1,000 check from Gene Keenon 
of Republic Services at Monday’s Mineola City Council meeting, a donation to 
the Mineola Main Street Program. (Monitor photo by Hank Murphy)


