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New Head Coach Derek Smith is 
primed to lead the Alba-Golden Pan-
thers back to the playoff s after missing 
out last season. The Panthers are de-
pending on six starters on both sides of 
the ball returning for the 2017 campaign 
after going to 3-7 last year.

Smith will lean on his son, Zane, a 6’1” 
quarterback with a cannon for an arm. 
Running back/linebacker Tom Mitchell 
is one of the unquestioned leaders on 
the fi eld for the Panthers. Mitchell is a 
rugged defender who had a remark-
able 107 tackles on defense last season. 
Mitchell will also get an opportunity 
on off ense to run the pigskin where he 
gained 250 yards in limited action last 
year.

The Panthers face a major task be-
ing in a district where three of the four 

playoff  teams last season advanced to at 
least the second round of the playoff s. 
The Harmony Eagles are the favorite 
with seven off ensive and nine defen-
sive starters returning. The Eagles are 
ranked 12th in the state. They are led by 
four year starting quarterback Spencer 
Seahorn who passed for 1,342 pass-
ing yards with 10 touchdowns in 2016. 
Coach Time Russell also has running 
back Nick Hoelscher who rushed for 
991 yards and 10 scores last year. Har-
mony scores a lot of points on off ense 
and has a rugged, experienced defense.

The Winona Wildcats surprised critics 
last season, going deep in the playoff s 
as a region fi nalist. The Wildcats were 
8-6 on the year and return six off ensive 
and seven defensive starters from last 
season. Kicker and running back Pablo 
Tarango is a stellar off ensive threat. He 
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Mineola will be hard-pressed to 
repeat last season’s state champion-
ship run, but new Head Coach Luke 
Blackwell still has plenty of talent for 
this season as the Yellowjackets pre-
pare to defend their championship. 
Quitman has a new coach and a new 
att itude while preparing to end a 33-
game losing streak which dates back 
to October 2013. Perennial playoff  
power Winnsboro, under longtime 
head mentor Steve Pinnell, looks to 
add another playoff  run to their im-
pressive resume’.

For the fi rst time in three years, 
Mineola is not the consensus choice to 
win district. Pre-season polls have the 
Farmersville Farmers ranked eighth 
in the state with Mineola ranked 11th. 
The Farmers are picked at the top of 
District 7-3A D1 with Mineola sec-
ond, Mount Vernon third and Winns-
boro fourth. Commerce, Grand Saline 
and Quitman are picked to round out 
predictions by Dave Campbell’s Texas 
Football.

Mineola has not lost a district game 
since the 2013 team and put their 
hopes on two off ensive and six defen-
sive starters from last year’s 14-2 state 
champ. Running back Curtis Lon-
don will get the opportunity to car-
ry a major load on off ense. London, 
a standout defensive back, rushed 
for 603 yards last year while scoring 
eight touchdowns. London will take 
over the slack left from the departure 
of Chantz  Perkins, now at East Tex-
as Baptist University, and Jeremiah 
Crawford, who is at Tyler Junior Col-
lege. Junior Shaw Franklin is expect-
ed to use his many talents running 
the team from the quarterback slot.

New Head Coach Bryan Oakes at 
Quitman takes over the task of deliv-
ering the Bulldogs from the football 
purgatory of 33 straight losses since 

Senior Mineola Yellowjackets this year are, FRONT from left, Josh Wright, Dalton Harris, Curtis London, Preston Lankford and Jacob Ford; BACK, Dillon West, Eli Dabbs, Cody Ford, Chandler Price, Cameron Sorenson, 
Jacob Hurst, Ryan Stone and Ian Thompson. (Photo courtesy Gene’s Photography)

County’s
3A schools 
set to battle
for playoffs

ABOVE: Quitman 
Bulldog seniors 
for 2017 football: 
(kneeling) Julius 
Watson (standing, 
left to right) Stephen 
Love, Carlos Rodri-
guez, Garrett Taylor, 
Sebastian Howle, 
A.J. Dunn, Coby Cor-
ley and Jack Zavala. 
(Monitor photo by 
Larry Tucker)

AT LEFT: Seniors on 
the Hawkins Hawks 
this year are FRONT, 
Chris Calderon, 
Everin Gipson and 
Jordan Blankenship; 
BACK, Ethan Killgo-
re, Brendon Mooney, 
Kyle Williams and 
Levi Hammonds.
(Monitor photo by 
Doris Newman)

Wood County Monitor August 30, 2017

Alba-Golden, Hawkins 
seek return to postseason

See PLAYOFFS, Page 3

Leslie Cain, REALTOR®, ABR®, SFR

www.lesliecainrealty.com

Home
of the

Yellowjackets!

903-520-7696



By DORIS NEWMAN
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Mineola volleyball 
coach says it how the 
team fi nishes that mat-
ters

Early into the varsity 
Lady Jackets’ volley-
ball season, Coach Ker-
ry VanCleave says, “We 
have a lot of potential, 
but we haven’t reached 
it. We’re young, so some-
times we do lots of good 
things and then cancel 
them out with bad choic-
es prett y quickly.”

But, she says, “the fl ip 
side of that is sometimes 
the good things we do 

that  aren’t shown on 
the scoreboard. We have 
the athleticism and the 
ability to make it happen 
– the volleyball IQ isn’t 
always where it needs to 
be.”

Returning this year are 
seven players, two of 
them are seniors. Lanie 
Kelley and Kiley Banks – 
both of whom saw “Lots 
of court time last year.” 
Sabria Dean is a returner 
who started as a fresh-
man last year. “Those 
three are the main ones 
who came back,” she 
said. She has one player 
she moved up in the mid-
dle of the season last year 

and then several others 
who didn’t have a great 
deal of playing time. 

Other returning play-
ers are Jaycee White-
head, a junior who start-
ed who has experience 
but is still learning the 
art of volleyball. Of the 
12 team members, there 
are two freshmen, two 
seniors and the rest are 
juniors and sophomores. 

“We need somebody to 
step up and be a leader,” 
VanCleave said of the 
team. She has some who 
lead by their actions, but 
who aren’t vocal leaders. 
She is working on a vocal 
leader – the voice.

One of the good things 
she is grateful for, as a 
whole group, “They hus-
tle. There’s no question 
about their hustle. We 
don’t always do things 
smart, but we do things 
as fast as we can as far as 
running down balls that 
most people would just 
let go. That goes back to 
our athleticism. We have 
athletic ability. It’s just 
turning that all in to vol-
leyball.”

VanCleave is in her 
15th year at MHS, and 
her sixth year as a head 
coach although she left 
for a year and came back. 

The coach believes the 

team members’ confi -
dence has to get higher, 
“Knowing that they’ve 
been taught what they 
need to know and that 
they have the ability to 
do it.”  She sees hesita-
tion and the players tak-
ing time to second guess 
themselves. “We talk 
about that a lot,” she said 
with a smile.

A goal for her team is 
to become consistent and 
focused, “even when 
things aren’t going our 
way. We always talk 
about, `you can’t be a fair 
weather team.’” 

“We’ve got to learn to 
control the things we can 

control and not worry 
about the things we can-
not control,” she said. 
While things like bad 
calls can’t be controlled, 
“we can control things 
like missing serves.” 

Even though she’s not 
happy that the score-
board doesn’t show 
some of the good things 
the girls do, she has a 
saying to them to “win 
the day. But the score-
board is what people 
remember.” In a recent 
game against Princeton 
she said “we clawed our 
way back from a 10-point 
defi cit and lost 24-26. We 
did lots of good things 
but we also didn’t fi nish 
things we had the chance 
to fi nish. We let other 
things infl uence the out-
come.”

VanCleave is working 
on repetition training 
and the team learning 
fundamentals. “Another 
saying I have is `the litt le 
things make you great.’ 
If you’re not willing to 
do the litt le things you’re 
never going to see the big 
things. Which is a life les-
son too.”

Looking at their dis-
trict, VanCleave said that 
it is a tough one. “I don’t 
want to discount any-
body,” she said. Quit-
man is one of the top 10 
contenders in the district 
with a group of return-
ing players. She is also 
expecting Edgewood 
will be good this year 
too. But, in their district, 
“There’s always some-
one who’s going to come 
in and bust up district… 
Alba’s always strong. 
Grand Saline’s got a lot 
of returners and they’ve 
done good things in the 
preseason.” 
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Your before and after 
       GAME STOP 
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                  Proud Supporters 
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Mineola Yellowjackets and Winnsboro Red Raiders

815 S Main St, Winnsboro, TX 75494
903-342-3216

311 W Broad St, Mineola, TX 75773
903-569-3187

The junior varsity Lady Jackets are, FRONT from left, Alyssa Cannon, Brittany Pickle, Claudia Barriga, Josye Simms and Emily Wiley; BACK, Assistant Coach Taelor Cheshier, Valerie 
Garcia, Isabella Tresca, Head Coach Kerry VanCleave, Chloe Cormier, Isabelle Hernandez and Assistant Coach Shane McBride. (Photo courtesy Gene’s Photography) 

This year’s Lady Jackets are FRONT, from left, Abby Hagan, Kelsey Brewington, Alyssa Lankford; MIDDLE, Cyndi Butler, Jessiah Riley, Kiley Banks, Meghan Brewington, Lanie Kelley; BACK, Assistant Coach Shane 
McBride, Tiara Stephens, Sabria Dean, Coach Kerry VanCleave, Tahjae Black, Jaycee Whitehead and Assistant Coach Taelor Cheshier. (Photo courtesy Gene’s Photography)

Mineola coach says team finish is what matters

See VBALL, Page 3



Vball
From page 2
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While the Lady Jackets 
started Aug. 1 with two-
a-days during the fi rst 
whole week in but, she 
said, “You start playing 
right away. It’s not like 
every other sport where 
you have two weeks of 
practice. We have three 
days, and then we start 
scrimmaging. Three 
full days of scrimmag-
es, and then you play a 
game that Tuesday that 
counts.”

Sometimes, it takes 
time for teams to come 
together and to know 
each others’ tendencies. 
“I think we’ve gott en to 
that point. We  changed 
some things this week-
end. I liked it a lot bet-
ter. I think the kids liked 
it a lot bett er. I think 
it capitalized on some 
strengths and then fi lled 
in on some gaps. Some-
times it’s just a puzzle 
where you have to move 

the pieces until you fi nd 
the fi t.”

Some of those puz-
zle pieces include some 
players who are grow-
ing into their positions. 
“I think we’ll see a lot of 
good things out of Kiley 
Banks. She’s my libero.” 
Defensively, she has 
gott en a lot stronger and 
aggressive in putt ing 
the ball away. Jessiah 
Riley and Sabria Dean 
are two hitt ers who have 
become much bett er hit-
ters than they were last 
year. And Lanie Kelley 
is the sett er. “She has 
really been working on 
gett ing bett er and it’s 
paying off .” The coach 
anticipates that the team 
will fi nish much bett er 
than they started.

VanCleave said she 
has two “awesome” as-
sistants. They are Taelor 
Cheshier and Shane Mc-
Bride. “They are great 
assistants and are new 
to the district. I am excit-
ed to have them. I think 
the kids have respond-
ed well to them…  they 

have a lot to contrib-
ute on the bench too. A 
huge positive for our 
program.

“We have really good 
kids,” she said. “I want 
people to know they 
come in, and that they 
work hard and they 
have the ability. I even 
had one of the coach-
es who came in this 
weekend tell me `You’re 
young, but you’re going 
to be good.’ To me that’s 
affi  rmation. Just gett ing 
our kids to see that and 
believe it. It’s all going 
to come together and 
when it does, it’s going 
to be great.”

VanCleave said she 
has no doubt her team 
is going to gel. And, it 
goes back to her saying, 
“It doesn’t matt er how 
you start. What matt ers 
is how you fi nish.” She 
goes back to three years 
ago when the team made 
history “and guarantee 
you, nobody in those 
stand in August would 
have ever thought that. 
The potential’s there.”

The 2017-2018 Mineola High School Yellowjacket Marching Band is under the direction of Drum Major Randi Brannan, front center. (Photo courtesy Jim Phillips)
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BEATY 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

5396 S. St. Hwy 37
P.O. Box 209

Mineola, TX 75773
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www.kdfdanceandgym.com

Flip This Fall!

Gymnastics Director, Sheryl Wade
“Putting smiles on children’s faces for over 45 years!”

Turn  Your  World 
Upside  Down!

2612 South Main St.
 Lindale, TX 75771

903-882-1533

KDF GYMNASTICS

Preschool Gymnastics (ages 2-5 yrs)
Boys and Girls Tumbling, Apparatus, Perpetual Motion
K-5th grade Girls Gymnastics
Tumbling, Apparatus and Fitness
K-5th grade Boys “Flight School”
Tumbling, Apparatus, Sports Prep and Fitness
JH/HS CHEER-TUMBLE
Power Tumbling, Tumble Trak, Jumps,
Skill Building Drills and Conditioning
DANCE-ACRO - 4th grade - HS
Tumbling Skills to Enhance Dance Routine

2013 when they beat Eu-
stace. The Bulldogs have 
only have a few players 
with actual varsity ex-
perience. Hard running 
back and solid defend-
er A.J. Dunn is back in 
a leadership role as is 
big lineman Sebastian 
Howell. Defenders Riv-
er Chaney, David Torno 
and Hugo Ramirez are 
expected to help lead the 
Bulldogs into the win col-
umn. The return to foot-
ball by basketball players 
Josh Medlin at quarter-
back and Greg Taylor at 
wide receiver and safe-
ty is a big boost for the 
Bulldogs. Stephen Love  
is also back on the fi eld 
and will add to the wide 
receiver and defensive 
back spots. Multi-talent-
ed sophomore Trey Ber-
ry will also be expected 
to add off ensive spark. 

Winnsboro returns fi ve 
starters on both sides of 

the ball to give the Raid-
ers a strong foundation. 
The Raiders are led by 
veteran quarterback Lo-
gan Cortez along with 
tight end Isaiah Benton, 
Colby Brown and big 
sophomore off ensive/
defensive lineman John 
McCurdy.

Farmersville returns 
seven off ensive and six 
defensive starters from 
an 11-2 regional semi-fi -
nalist. Quarterback Mi-
chael Bagwill leads the 
Farmers and is known 
for his strong arm and 
smart decision-making. 
Cade Twyford is the go 
to running back while 
defensive back Kobie 
Sheriff  is one of East Tex-
as top prospects.

Mount Vernon is load-
ed with eight starters re-
turning on both sides of 
the ball. The purple Ti-
gers are poised to make 
a playoff  run this year. 
Running back Kevin Ev-
ans, who rushed for 900 
yards and added 600 
yards receiving, returns 
as does Kason Fletcher 

who ran for 700 yards 
last season.

Grand Saline returns 
six off ensive and eight 
defensive starters from 
last year’s 4-6 team which 
was 2-4 in district play. 
The Indians are looking 
for a quarterback with 
Jaxon Taylor leading 
the way. Running back 
Carlos Aguilar hopes to 
improve on 795 rush-
ing yards and 12 touch-
downs while receiver 
Judsen Truett , who had 
30 catches for 668 yards 
and 10 touchdowns is 
poised for another solid 
season. The Indians have 
talent on the off ensive 
line led by Reed Death-
erage.  

Commerce will be led 
by quarterback Casey 
Shields who will run 
the off ense. He had 437 
passing yards and scored 
fi ve times last year. Jor-
dan Miller will also get 
a shot at the quarterback 
slot. Running back Isa-
iah Askew returns after 
rushing for 488 yards and 
fi ve scores last season.

Playoffs
From page 1
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By DORIS NEWMAN
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Going into his 10th sea-
son as a Mineola High 
School coach but his fi rst 
year as Head Yellowjack-
et Football Coach Luke 
Blackwell was grateful 
for a week’s grace in the 
August weather as prac-
tices began.

A class of MHS 1995 
graduate himself, Black-
well believes the number 
out for practice is down 
a litt le this year but part 
of that is after having 
lost 20 seniors from last 
year.  “In terms of our 
size school, that’s a large 
number for us. So some 
of the groups below 
were not quite as big, 
fi ll-in wise.”

How many return-
ing players are there? 
He said “starting-wise” 
three returning starters 
on each side of the ball. 
“In terms of lett er men,” 
it’s probably 10 or so. 

A week into practice he 
sees those returners as a 
strength of the team.  He 

said, “Defi nitely those 
kids that we do have 
coming back do have 
a lot of big time play-
ing experience. They’ve 
played a lot of meaning-
ful ballgames for us in 
the past so I think they 
bring a certain level of 
experience and kind of 
understanding how we 
go about the process of 
doing the things that we 
need to do to be success-
ful.”

“Specifi cally,” the 
coach said, “I think our 
off ensive line is going 
to be a strength for us 
because we’ve got some 
guys coming back there 
and defensively we’ve 
got some guys coming 
back in the secondary. 
Three of our fi ve sec-
ondary guys are coming 
back this year. I think 
that will be a strength for 
us this year.”

Heading up the of-
fense will be quarterback 
Shaw Franklin. Franklin 
is a junior this year and 
has been a varsity play-
er for the district in oth-

er sports like basketball 
and track. “We know a 
litt le bit about Shaw al-
ready. We know how he 
competes. We know how 
he practices. How he 
works and we think he’s 
going to be a good fi t 
and he’s going to be the 
right guy for the job.” 
As far as fi t, his height 
won’t hurt either. “He’s 
tall,” Blackwell said. “He 
looks like he’s 6’2”, 6’3”. 
He’s gett ing taller.”

Some of the players 
whose abilities he’s no-
ticed after only a week 
of practice include Cur-
tis London who started 
at corner last year. “Ear-
ly in the season he had 
some time at running 
back and this year he’ll 
be back as full-time run-
ning back for us. He’ll 
be playing both ways 
for us.” Cameron Soren-
son is a two-way play-
er who’ll be a two-way 
starter for the Jackets. 
He plays free safety on 
defense and he’ll go over 
to the off ensive side of 
the ball and play some 

receiver as well as kick-
ing duties. He’s the kick-
er also, “so he’s got a big 
role.”

Up front, Ian Thomp-
son and Cameron Wise 
will be on the line. 
“Those guys have a lot of 
experience and they’re 
big tough physical kids 
and we expect a lot out 
of them too.”

Adding in the mix, 
“we’ve got a lot of young 
players, kids that have 
played JV and things for 
us in the past and those 
opportunities are there 
for those guys right now 
so we’re in the process of 
determining who those 
guys are going to be…  
We’ve seen some kids 
gett ing after it and some 
things that we want to 
see and as we get go-
ing a litt le bit and get 
a chance to scrimmage 
and play some other 
people I think some of 
those things will start to 
take force and we’ll get a 
good idea about some of 
those guys.”

Size – wise – I think 

we’ve got some good 
size players, especial-
ly on the off ensive line 
where you want those 
guys. We’ve got some 
big strong guys up there 
and they’ve done a good 
job in the weight room 
and we really empha-
size that in our weight 
program for kids to 
come in, go to work and 
get stronger. And I think 
that benefi ts us year in 
and year out.”

Blackwell also believes 
the team has speed in 
the right places “and 
that’s kind of the thing 
-having those guys in 
the positions that you 
want to be able to take 
advantage of that. I 
think we’ve got speed 
in good places and I cer-
tainly think we’ve got 
talented kids. 

As far as things the 
Jackets need to work on, 
Blackwell’s focus sounds 
like another Wood 
County coach’s. “Prob-
ably just litt le things. At 
this point in the year it’s 
a lot of learning. And 

we’re kind of gett ing 
into specifi c plays that 
we run off ensively and 
defensively. It’s more 
of a learning time than 
anything. And then the 
more that we go along 
it gets to be practice by 
repetition and trying to 
repeat those things so 
that we’re not thinking 
so much when we’re 
playing.

“Right now it’s under-
standable. It’s just a lit-
tle bit of thinking while 
there’s learning and 
stuff  going on and so 
things like that will get 
bett er as we go along.”

As far as his fi rst year 
as head coach and all 
the circumstances sur-
rounding it, he says, 
“Well, it’s diff erent for 
sure. Just coaching here 
initially, it’s one of those 
things that you kind of – 
when you graduate high 
school in a small town 
sometimes you don’t 
see yourself coming 
back – and it’s funny. 
God’s plan isn’t always 
what our plan is. And 
He brought us back here 
and I believe he’s put us 
here for a reason.”

Blackwell said he has 
enjoyed his time back 
in his hometown and 
working under Coach 
Joe Drennon. “I feel like 
I learned a lot from him 
and being a part of his 
staff . And certainly, tak-
ing over now - a lot of 
things are the same, in 
terms of the way we do 
things. For me it’s a litt le 
bit diff erent just because 
the plate size is a litt le 
bit larger.  There’s more 
things going on behind 
the scenes for sure. But 
it’s special for me. It’s the 
right opportunity and 
it’s the right fi t for me. I 
feel like this is where I’m 

The 2017 Mineola Yellowjackets Football Team and Cheerleaders are FRONT, from left,  left to right: Lacie Brown, mascot,  junior; Valerie Garcia, freshman; Emma Brian, senior; Captain Kaleigh Sauer, senior; Abby 
Kratzmeyer, freshman; Alana Galaz, freshman; Alexia DeLaPaz, senior; Tristan Kirk, sophomore; Melea Bedford, sophomore; Tiara Stephens, sophomore and Karsyn Banks, freshman; SECOND ROW, from left, Dalton 
Rogers, 2; Cody ford, 3; Brandyn Cooke, 4; Shaw Franklin, 7; Cole Castleberry, 9; Sygnra Woods, 10; Cameron Bowman, 13; Josh Wright, 14; Cameron Sorenson, 15; Ryan Stone, 16; Preston Lankford, 18; Alex Evans, 19 
and Wylie Franks, 20; THIRD ROW, Manager Jaylon Harper, Curtis London, 21; Jacob ford, 22; Trevion Sneed, 23; Jake Haggerton, 24; Dillon West 25; Dalton Harris, 33; Jacob Hurst, 50; Preston Mosher, 51; Cameron 
Wise, 52; Kaleb Brown, 54; Chandler Price, 60; Zane Bedford, 63; Eli Dabbs, 64; Ian Thompson, 72 and Head Coach Luke Blackwell; BACK, Jason Goodson, John VanDover, Assistant Head Coach Stephen Almuete, 
Coach Ryan Simmons, Coach Ryan Steadman, Coach Nick Shutak, Coach Jeff Tittle, Trainer Benjy Malancon, Coach Darren Hunkapillar, Coach Russell Bowker, Coach Mike Sorenson, Coach Clay Haltom, Coach Bill Self, 
Coach Brent Hutto and Trainer Erin Johnson. (Photo courtesy Gene’s Photography)

The JV Jackets are FRONT, from left, Thomas Hooton, 1; Reid Hope, 2; Johnathon Blackwell, 3; Hunter Wright, 6; Brady Gully, 7; Montrell Williams, 10, Josh Hettich, 12; Colt Marlow, 17, Tanner Block, 22 and Andrew 
Stinchefield, 23; MIDDLE, Trainer Jaylon Harper, Kobe Kendrick, 24; Marco Rubio, 25; Remington Coleman, 52, Chelon Juarez, 53; Dawson Eolmore, 54; Jackson Anderson, 56; Reece Gilbreath, 60; Mark Burrell, 62; Luis Mon-
te-Caro, 64;  Chris Aishman, 70 and Head Coach Luke Blackwell; BACK, Jason Goodson, John VanDover, Assistant Head Coach Stephen Almuete, Coach Ryan Simmons, Coach Ryan Steadman, Coach Nick Shutak, Coach Jeff 
Tittle, Trainer Benji Malancon, Coach Darren Hunkapillar, Coach Russell Bowker, Coach Mike Sorenson, Coach Clay Haltom, Coach Bill Self, Coach Brent Hutto and Trainer Erin Johnson. (Photo courtesy Gene’s Photography)

1359 E. US Highway 80 - Mineola, Texas 75773 | 903-569-5772
Stay for a day . . . or a lifetime!
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Yellowjackets focusing on things they can control

See JACKETS, Page 5



By DORIS NEWMAN
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

“Blue collar ball” is 
what Coach Derek Smith 
says the Alba-Golden 
Panthers football team 
plays and he feels like 
the team is looking “okay 
right now.”

He noted last year’s 
team was prett y young 
and went 3-7 after a 
district championship 
the year before. “Which 
there’s going to be a let-
down sometimes,” he 
said. “And we played a 
lot of young kids. Grad-
uated some good seniors 
that year.”

The coach says a lot of 
sophomores and juniors 
played last year and they 
are older with a litt le 
more experience now.  “I 
feel like they’re going to 
be prett y good this year. 
We had a good scrim-
mage against Rains the 
other day so I feel prett y 
confi dent about it.”

Smith says he has 
about 16 players return-
ing, not all have the ex-
perience he needs. But 
he said they have around 
11 seniors and the rest 
are juniors “for the most 
part.”

Early into the young 
season the team is run-
ning a new off ense, the 
same one his team ran in 
Rains when he was head 
coach there. “It’s a misdi-
rection, ball control kind 
of off ense. Not a lot of 

throwing, but when we 
throw it’s prett y eff ec-
tive.”

“We did it in the spring. 
The kids kind of under-
stood it. The retention 
over summer was really 
good,” he said. “We’re 
good off ensively.”

Defensively, the Pan-
thers will run the same 
defense they have run 
for three years. Jeff  Ma-
son is the defensive co-

ordinator and “doing a 
wonderful job of moti-
vating the kids and get-
ting them going.” Drew 
Webster is the off ensive 
coordinator, “He ran the 
same off ense at Bow-
ie-Simms. So I feel con-
fi dent he knows how to 
run the off ense. He and 
I work well together of-
fensively so it’s been a 
good deal so far.”

The quarterback this 

year will be his son, Zane 
Smith. This will be his 
second year to quarter-
back. As a sophomore 
last year he “kind of got 
thrown into the mix with 
Brady Roland going out 
with a couple of injuries 
and a broken foot and 
things.” Smith was the 
defensive coordinator 
last year with former 
Coach Ron Callahan. 
“He’s doing a good job,” 

he said of Zane. “He’s a 
good leader but he’ll do 
a real good job.”

As far as running backs, 
he’s got Tom Mitchell, 
probably the leading 
rusher at the time who is 
returning. There is also 
David Pennington – both 
of whom are juniors. 
Quarterback Smith is 
also a junior. “We’re still 
prett y young at the skill 
positions. And feel real 

good there.”
As far as the off en-

sive line, the team has 
a lot of seniors forming 
the line. Preston O’Neal 
and Joel Kratz meyer will 
play center and tackle. 
“They’re prett y good size 
kids,” Smith said.

Defensively, he said 
that Tom Mitchell was 
the second leading tack-
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A-G Panthers new coach says season is looking good

The 2017 Alba-Golden Panthers are, FRONT from left, Dakota Melton, Frederick Arenas, Chris Chabaud, Dylan Arenas, Tobey Shelton; SECOND ROW, Student Trainer  Jackie Gonzales, Daniel Wiley, Zack Ferguson, 
David Pennington, Tom Mitchell, Ryan Jackson, Patrick Spurlock; THIRD ROW, Mason Ragsdale, Zack Kellis, Zane Smith, Dawson Kirk, Boedy Baker, Tim Mitchell and Jon Michael Chadwick; BACK ROW, Nathan Kellis, 
Joel Kratzmeyer, Cameron Hockett, Coach Derek Smith, Preston O’Neal, Kyle Hammond and Ross Michaels; assistant coaches Jeff Mason, Drew Webster, Blake Hamrick, Clint Stephens, Cory Hass, Riley Stack and 
Steve Stinson. (Photo courtesy Chad Parrish)

The Junior Varsity Panthers are, FRONT from left, Joey Beck, Jake Beck, Austin Hartley, Aaron Graham and Nathan Sowell; SECOND ROW, Delevan Jones, Eric Patrick, Seth Beck, 
Garrett Wells, Braden Reynolds and Matt Rogers; THIRD ROW, Jayden Green, Hayden Weissert, Jacob Dailey, Roland Land, Dylan Lee, Cory Rush and Nathan Pena; BACK ROW,  
Daylan McManus, Blake Douglas, Jacob Cameron, Dakota Anglin and Kason Trimble. (Photo courtesy Chad Parrish)

supposed to be.”
Blackwell said it 

doesn’t seem like it’s 10 
years he’s been back in 
Mineola. “But I guess it 
has. We’ve got several 
guys that have been here 
for several years now.  
We lost a couple of guys 
that went with Coach 
Drennon down to Halls-
ville. We had quite a 
few stay and hired some 
new ones this spring 
and I think we hired 
some really good guys. 
And girls. Football-wise 
I think we hired some 
good guys. And they’re 
probably the most im-
portant part of what we 
do. It’s trying to have the 
right people taking care 
of our kids every day.

The new year will 
bring changes to other 
teams in district 7-AAA 
as well. “Honestly I 
think we’re going to be 
back in the mix again,” 
Blackwell proclaimed. 
One of the other teams 

he thinks will be good 
this year is Farmersville. 
They were “prett y good 
last year” and have a lot 
of players coming back. 
“So I think on paper they 
look to be a favorite in 
the district. And I think 
Mt. Vernon is going to 
be prett y good. They 
were good on the varsity 
level last year and their 
JV was really good. So 
I think they’ll have the 
opportunity, also, to put 
something together and 
impact the district.

Then there’s Winns-
boro, “right down the 
road. They seem to be a 
good game for us, year 
in and year out. Those 
guys do a good job down 
there. And that’s always 
a good game for us too.”

As far as this year’s 
Yellowjacket team, 
Blackwell would like the 
public to know some-
thing. “I think most of 
what you hear and see in 
the media is more or less 
about the things that are 
not going to be the same, 
and the things that have 
changed. I’m sure the 
kids hear those things 

but we really want to fo-
cus on the things that we 
can control. We work ev-
ery day to bring the right 
att itude to practice and 
the right eff ort and those 
are things that we can 
control every day and 
we want to get it as good 
as we can be every single 
day. I think our kids are 

going to surprise some 
people, I really do.”

 “They’re young right 
now. For us coaching 
wise it’s all about de-
veloping that talent and 
trying to get it out of 
them. It’s just kind of 
our job to fi nd a way to 
get the best out of the 
kids.” 

Jackets
From page 4

See PANTHERS, Page 6
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By DORIS NEWMAN
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Alba-Golden Lady 
Panther Coach TaShara 
Everett  says the team’s 
season is going a lot 
bett er than she had an-
ticipated.

“We’re young and 
we’re having to learn 
a lot of new positions.  
Not young by age, but 
young by experience.” 
Six of the players on 
this year’s team are re-
turning players with 
fi ve seniors graduating 
last year. “And three of 
them were starters – a 
big part of the program. 
And one was a sett er,” 
said the coach who is 
going in to her 12th year. 
She said it is always 
hard to fi nd a sett er. 
“It’s just like the quar-
terback on the football 
team,” she said with a 
chuckle.

Good that she is see-
ing in her team is their 
ability to work together. 
She said they have done 
a lot of team bonding. 
“Just becoming one 
team. They work hard 
during practice and 
games.”

As far as areas that are 
needing work, Everett  
said that defense may 
be the team’s weak-
est area, “Just reading 
hitt ers’ shoulders and 
moving in the right 
spot. But when we’re 
there, we’re good. But if 
we’re late gett ing there, 
you can tell.” 

As far as the district 
this season, “It’s very 
tough.  Quitman and 
Edgewood have every-
one coming back. So I 
think those two will be 
the strongest teams. But 
we’re going to be com-
ing for them, as always. 

But our district is strong 
so every night everyone 
has to play their best 
game. You can’t aff ord 
to have a bad night in 
our district.”

There are some teams 
with whom the Lady 
Panthers will be look-
ing to sett le a score. 
One will be Commerce, 
if the team faces them 
again in the playoff s. 
“I think we need to go 

after them,” she said 
fi rmly. In district, there 
is Scurry-Rosser who 
beat them in fi ve at 
“their place” last year. 
“So I think that will be 
a score to sett le.” 

As far as the person-
ality of the team, Ever-
ett  said, “They’re very 
coachable. They’re get-
ting where they’re be-
coming leaders because 
they have always had 

the older two groups 
that have graduated. 
They have always kind 
of been the standout 
and the lead and they 
kind of took a backseat 
but now they’re hav-
ing to be that lead and 
they’re having to be the 
standout. They’re doing 
well.”

“They’re communicat-
ing well and they’re up 
for the challenge,” the 

coach said, to achieve 
the “we’re-just-as-good-
as-they-were type att i-
tude. And they do that 
every time they walk 
out on the gym fl oor. 
Every game it’s `Hey, 
we were here too.’”

What she wants the 
community to know 
about the Lady Panthers 
is, “that they’re hard 
workers and they’re not 
going to give up. You’re 

going to have to fi ght 
every single point to 
beat us. We’re not going 
to just let you have a 
game or just lay down. 
We’re going to fi ght to 
the end.”

“The only thing we 
haven’t been able to do 
is to make it to the re-
gional tournament. So 
that’s our goal,” Everett  
said, “every year is to 
get there.”

ler on the team as inside linebacker. 
Freddie Arenas is the free safety and 
“he is awesome. He can make plays.” 
Defensively, the coach said the team is 
prett y fast although they’re not as big 
as he would like them to be. “We tackle 
well, and we’ll see.” 

Cameron Hockett  was one of the 
players who performed well last year 

on the defensive line “and he’s already 
shown this year that he is even bett er 
than he was last year at a defensive 
tackle position. I’m real excited for him. 
He can play some off ense, but we want 
him to rest him a litt le, we want him to 
be more eff ective on defense. So we’ll 
go one way if we can but we also know 
that we’re a small school and that’s just 
not going to happen. So some of those 
guys are going to have to do it but we 
need some of the other guys step up 
and take some of those reps away.”

But line-wise is always a concern he 

said. “You want your line to be phys-
ical and active and healthy. They play 
lots of downs.”

As far as talent, he says, “We’re kind 
of a blue collar team. We get in there. 
We get the job done. We’re old school 
in the fact that we’re going to run the 
ball. We are going to pound it, but at 
the same time we’re a lot of misdirec-
tion. We will still run the jet-sweep, just 
like most schools will. We run it under 
center. And like I said, when we throw 
the ball because there’s so much run, 
so much misdirection, bringing every-
body up a lot of times they’ll be wide 
open. It’s just gett ing the ball off  at that 
point.”

“The kids have really bought in and 
I can’t argue with what they’re doing 
right now.” He said in the Rains scrim-
mage the Panthers shut out their oppo-
nent and “ran the ball prett y eff ectively 
so I was prett y pleased.”

That being said, he thinks the defen-
sive line sill needs some help. “They 
need some depth. Defensive end, we 
lost a real good one in Evan Galyean 
last year. He was really good and he 
really took care of one side of the ball. 
It was nice. So I’m trying to fi nd that 
other speed rusher right there off  the 
edge. We just need kids to develop and 
to continue to play and to get bett er.”

The Panthers are in District 8-AAA. 

“The district’s prett y stout. When the 
third place team goes three rounds 
deep in Winona, you got a prett y salty 
district.” He thinks Harmony is “one of 
the more talented teams of the bunch. 
I think they’re heads and tails above 
everybody else. Lone Oaks’ a close sec-
ond.  They’ve got a good group coming 
up. He played a young quarterback as 
a sophomore last year who’s going to 
be back.”

He thinks Edgewood will be down a 
litt le this year but “who knows. They 
won the district last year. I think they 
snuck up on some folks. But we played 
Edgewood prett y good last year so I 
felt really good about that. First half 
especially.” 

Winona, the third place team in the 
district, “they got a lot of skill. And 
we lost to them in the last two or three 
minutes of the ballgame. We played 
them really well last year. Anything 
can happen. Como is a lot like us. 
They’re searching for the right ingredi-
ents and the right talent.”

Overall, Smith said he’d like the com-
munity to know, “We’re gett ing bett er 
every week and we’re putt ing a good 
product on the fi eld. That’s the bott om-
line.” He said the players are a very 
physical bunch and “We’re not afraid 
of anybody. We’re not in awe of any-
body. We just want to play them.”

The Alba-Golden Lady Panther Varsity Volleyball Team members are FRONT from left, Bralee Littlejohn, Aspen Howard, Lindsey Roberts, Rheagan Wilcoxson and Brynn 
Whatley; MIDDLE, Ann Marie Pendergrass, Lauren Crump, Autumn Whitten and Macie Pendergrass; BACK, Ginny Carson, Hannah Ellis, Kenzie Chadwick and Coach Tashara 
Everett. (Photo courtesy of Chad Parrish)

Lady Panthers set sights on regional tournament

The junior varsity B team members are FRONT ROW, Kaya McAninch, Abby Hallman, Hope Nelson and 
Alexis Johnson; BACK, Savannah Jackson, Ari Nivison, Gabby Jerome, Coach Regina Cooper, Hannah 
Wright and Jessi Gaines. (Photo courtesy Coach TaShara Everett) 

The Lady Panther JV A team members are, FRONT from left, Kayli Covey, Reese Michaels, Rylee Wilcoxson, 
Hope Wiley and Laynie Culp; BACK, Bella Crawford, Kasie Murdock, Destiny Baker, Kalli Wright and Assistant 
Coach Dana Wade. (Photo courtesy Coach TaShara Everett)
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By LARRY TUCKER
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Yantis Lady Owl vol-
leyball Coach Jamie Gar-
cia has implemented a 
tough pre-season sched-
ule to get her team ready 
for a playoff  run.

In UIL volleyball 
Classes 1A and 2A are 
grouped together for 
district play and then di-
vided by class when it’s 
playoff  time. The dis-
trict includes 2A schools 
North Hopkins, Cumby 
and Boles along with 
1A schools Yantis, Mill-
er Grove and Fruitvale. 
When it comes time for 
the playoff s, they all 
qualify.

Garcia said district 
play will be tough. “I 
think all the teams are 
tough this year, but most 
of all Miller Grove will 
really be good,” Garcia 
said. “I expect to see Le-
verett ’s Chapel, Sulphur 
Bluff  and Union Hill in 
some of the early rounds 
of the playoff s.”

The Lady Owls have 
a experience returning 
with her entire team 
back from last year’s 
playoff  squad. “Our 
strength is each player 
has the ability to per-
form each skill. The can 
all serve, set, pass, spike 
and block,” Garcia not-
ed. “Our overall weak-
ness would be team 
work. Once we sett le 
down and play as team, 
we can be prett y tough 
to beat. Communication 
in a positive manner and 
playing together is what 
we must do to be suc-
cessful.”

Jackie Lopez is the 
team’s only senior. Oth-

er varsity players are 
Ashten Burnett , Syd-
ney Williams, Montana 
Wetz el, Sydne Romine, 
Maddie Hooker, Maggie 
Hooker, Sarah Wilkey 
and Hope Dixon.

Garcia enjoys coach-
ing volleyball. “I always 
enjoyed athletics when I 
was in high school and 
my mom was actual-
ly my coach during my 
junior and senior years. 
The enjoyment and 
success we had in high 
school drove me to want 
to be a coach so I could 
share with my athletes,” 
Garcia explained. “My 
mom’s coaching not 
only helped change my 
life, but also helped my 
friends and teammates 
too. She taught us life 
lessons and I love coach-
ing because it’s not all 
about sports. Participat-
ing in sports is a privi-
lege so to be a coach and 
challenge students to set 
goals is something I en-
joy.”

Garcia believes the 
Lady Owls have a good 
att itude. “We have great 
att itudes except some-

times, when we make a 
mistake, we can’t shake 
it off . The most diffi  -
cult thing coaching vol-
leyball is to teach your 

players how to antici-
pate the ball and how to 
stay positive regardless 
of the situation,” Garcia 
concluded.

We proudly support
all area teams!

Have a great season!

By DORIS NEWMAN
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Coach Terri Boyd is starting her 
ninth year with the Hawkins High 
School Lady Hawks volleyball team 
and she admits she’s feeling “prett y 
good” about this year’s season, al-
though, “It’s going to be slow going in 
the beginning.”

That is because she only has two 
players returning. “We’ve practically 
got a new team so it’s going to take 
a litt le time to get used to each other 
and the newbies are gett ing used to 
the pace of a varsity game.”

The experience comes with seniors 
Raeli Smith and Emily Hodges, a set-
ter and outside hitt er, who are helping 
the team signifi cantly with their ex-
perience and in teaching the younger 
players about their positions. 

One of the positive things Boyd sees 
about the team is, “Right now our 

strong point is we all get along. So 
we have prett y decent chemistry. Our 
strong point as far as playing is going 
to be our serving.”

The area which the coach sees as 
needing work is communication “and 
the reluctance of our hitt ers to swing, 
which goes back to my fi rst statement. 
We’re a litt le slow out of the gate, it 
just takes time to gel as a team – to 
know who to set – just things you only 
fi nd out by playing with each other.”

Boyd said there were 27 who joined 
the team this year. It’s down a litt le 
from last year but still, “for us that’s 
prett y good.”

As far as the teams the Lady Hawks 
will face this season, “I think we all 
lost quite a bit so I think it’s going to 
be a toss-up. I don’t think one team is 
way ahead of the others. I know Big 
Sandy won our district last year and 
they’ll be the ones we’re all gunning 
for.”
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RIGHT: The varsity Lady Hawks are, FRONT, from left, Harlie Conover, Alli Boyd; MIDDLE, Lilly Long, Alyssa 
Eddington, Raeli Smith; BACK, Christian Harris, Jaycee Cheshire, Emily Moore and Emily Hodges. BELOW: 
The junior varsity Lady Hawks are, FRONT, from left, Olivia Urwiller, Alyssa Sides, Aaliyah Davis, Lauryn 
Johns, Amber Largent; MIDDLE, Savannah Edleman, Lola Posey, Kylee Simmons, Keely Crawley, Jaci Ow-
ens, Maraina Clark, Logan Jaco; BACK, Amanda Torres, Marissa Kennedy, Morgan Jaco, Carolyn Searer, 
Abby Williams, Madison Haney and Cheyenne Stevens. (Courtesy photos)

Lady Hawks learning
to play together as team

The Yantis Lady Owls 2017 varsity volleyball team are, FRONT, from left, Maddie Hooker, Jackie Lopez, Hope 
Dixon; MIDDLE, Maggie Hooker, Ashton Burnett, Head Coach Jamie Garcia, Sydne Romine, Montana Wetzel; 
BACK, Sarah Wilkey and Sarah Williams. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Yantis girls
get set for 
playoff run
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hit on 12-13 fi eld goals and made 92-95 point after kicks 
to be a special team’s threat. Quindarius Johnson is 5’6” 
and weighs 150 pounds but he is a threat every time 

he touches the ball. Johnson is a threat on off ense and 
defense. Last season he rushed for 1,022 yards and 19 
total touchdowns along with fi ve interceptions and 56 
tackles on defense. 

Como-Pickton is working hard to fi nd the winning 
column this season with Coach Charles Swann re-
turning seven starters on both sides of the ball. The 
Eagles have speed in the backfi eld with Colton Clark 
and Javad McGill. Both are 5’10” with Clark running 
a 4.4 40 yard dash and McGill a 4.5.

Edgewood is defending on a good year from quar-
terback Trey Erwin who is a three year starter and led 
the team in rushing and passing last season.  Lone 
Oak Leadership will come from three year starter 
and all state defensive end Tyler Culley. Sophomore 
quarterback Quaid Williams returns after starting all 
11 games last season and put up 1,850 yards passing, 
750 rushing and was responsible for 32 total touch-
downs.

Hawkins is under the direction of new Coach Scott  
Evans. The Hawks are hoping to improve on last 
season’s 2-8 slate and 1-4 in District 10 2A D-1. The 

Hawks are aiming for a playoff  spot and have the 
talent to make a run at it. The Hawks have seven re-
turning starters on both sides of the ball. Junior quar-
terback Akim Richmond is an exciting all around ath-
lete with speed to run and the ability to throw deep. 
Two big running backs with speed are Tristian Garret 
(6’1,203) and Cadarius Strange (6’,265) and they have 
the ability to break a play from anywhere on the fi eld. 

The Hawks are in a tough district with last season’s 
8-4 Big Sandy Wildcats sitt ing in pre-season ranked 
17th in the state. The Wildcats return nine off ensive 
and eight defensive starters from last year’s squad. 

The Union Grove Lions boast eight off ensive and 
eight defensive returning starters to a team who went 
8-3 while Cayuga returns three and four starters for 
a 7-5 team. Kerens is loaded with talent from a team 
that only went 3-7 on the year, but went 3-2 in district 
and made it to the area fi nals before bowing out. Ker-
ens has only one off ensive players returning but has 
nine on defense. Crossroads went 0-10 last season 
and pins their hopes on  just four returning starters 
on both sides of the ball.

By DORIS NEWMAN
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

One of the things Hawkins High 
School Athletic Director and Head 
Football Coach Scott  Evans is teaching 
his players is to pay att ention to the lit-
tle things. 

“Every day we’re telling them we’re 
going to focus on the litt le things be-
cause if you take care of the litt le things 
the big things kind of fall into place and 
I think they’re doing a good job of that,” 
he said of the 2017 Hawkins Hawks 

The team did Midnight Madness for 
the fi rst time last week; it was their fi rst 
night of pads generating excitement in 
the community.  

Even though this is his fi rst full sea-
son as athletic director and head foot-
ball coach, Evans isn’t a newcomer to 
Hawkins, and he has roots in Mineola. 
His grandparents, C.R. and Clariece 
Evans, were longtime teachers in Min-
eola. His father is C.R., the oldest of the 
couple’s children.

He has lived in Hawkins for nine 
years. His children go to school in the 
district and they go to church there. 
And coaching in Hawkins isn’t all 
that new to Evans. In 2014 he was at 
the school as the off ensive coordinator 
but left to go to Arp and where he also 
coached. He was there two years, end-
ing up as the elementary principal and 

he still coached. “And then, this came 
open, and I started here in March,” he 
said. 

Evans knows that last year’s Hawks 
were 2-8. This year’s team, as far as re-
turners is eight and eight. That’s eight 
off ensive starters and eight defensive 
starters coming back. Among those re-
turning this year are Tristian Garrett  
and Akim Richmond, now both juniors. 

“They were really, really young 
last year,” he assessed. “Most of our 
team is made up of sophomores and 
juniors. I think it’s a good thing - be-
cause we have them coming back an-
other year. And most of them have 
had a couple years on varsity already. 
They’re going to be seasoned but they 
haven’t had a winning season at the 
high school level. That’s always an ob-
stacle to overcome.”

The coach says the team has talent 
and more experience. “The biggest 
thing is they just haven’t been success-
ful. So just doing that, sometimes win-
ning makes you win. It’s one of those 
things.”

Evans said his team will be prett y 
competitive in the skilled positions. 
Their secondary, running backs and 
receivers are going to be prett y talent-
ed, he said. “We’re going to start some 
sophomores on the off ensive line.” But 
that’s not a bad thing.

“I think our lines just going to get bet-

ter every week. I think we’ll just really 
improve every week.” 

Richmond will be a third-year start-
er at quarterback. Garrett  will be run-
ning back and Cameron Taylor will be 
receiver. They are moving an off ensive 
lineman, senior Cadarius Strange, to 
fullback. “He’s about 5’11”, 260 so he’ll 
be a load to stop,” he said. As far as 
size, the Hawks have a couple of play-
ers edging 300 pounds.  “At this level, 
our size will match up well.” 

There are two sophomore lineback-
ers - David Mullins and J.D. McGown. 
“They both had really good numbers 
and they have done really well.”

“We’re looking forward, we have the 
kids to do something. It’s just a matt er 
of going out and doing it.”

Looking at other District 10-AA teams 
they’re playing , Evans points out “Big 
Sandy is always a rivalry.” Union Grove 
has been very successful “but we stole 
one of their coaches,” Derek Conde, so 
he’s now the Hawks’ defensive coordi-
nator. Those are the close rivals. 

Kerens and Cayuga are long ways off  
“but they’re not bad ball clubs also.” 
He also brought Arp’s Drew Barrier 
with him from Arp to be the off ensive 
coordinator. 

The year sees “some prett y good 
looking” seniors but not a large num-
ber. There are about seven or eight. In 
addition to Strange at fullback, Everin 

Gipson will be starting both ways, as a 
running back and linebacker. The kick-
er, Levi Hammond is new to the team 
and is also a senior. The team welcomes 
newcomer, Ethan Killgore, (receiver 
and defensive back) as well as Chris 
Calderon, (on rosters as off ensive and 
defensive lineman) who is new to foot-
ball this year. Kyle Williams and Bren-
don Mooney are linemen. Coby Hagan 
is on the roster as receiver and lineman.

“It’s a good bunch and I think they 
can help lead us,” he said. 

The Hawks are putt ing in a new of-
fense and defense so “there’s going to 
be learning time for the kids to kind of 
understand what we want them to do. 
But they’re working hard. They have 
a good att itude, progress every day. 
Those are big things.” 

There’s also something else new they 
have to learn this year. That’s, “new 
expectations from the coaches’ stand-
point. Not just Xs and Os but how we 
handle our business everywhere else.” 

But his previous stint at Hawkins 
has given Evans a litt le insight into 
some of the players on his team. “I’ve 
coached some of them before, when 
they were in junior high.” That helps, 
as well as going to church in Hawkins 
and being in the community. “There’s 
a lot of the kids that I know, and the 
relationship was there. So that made it 
a litt le easier.” 

ABOVE: Varsity Hawkins Haw-
kins Hawks are FRONT, from 
left, Chris Calderon, 50; Zach 
Collette, 53; Chris Jackson,24; 
Akim Richmond, 10; Caden 
Westmoreland, 88; Tyson Curley, 
52; Everin Gipson, 15; Jordan 
Blankenship, 79 and Tank Ran-
dall, 3; MIDDLE, Josh Caruso, 
51; Levi Hammonds, 17; Camron 
Taylor, 5; Tristian Garrett, 7; 
Kyle Williams, 63; Collin Barber, 
11;Triston Dodson, 4; Jason 
Boone, 70; BACK, Brendon 
Mooney, 65; Akeim Wyatt, 
22; David Mullins, 2; Jordan 
McGowan, 57; Matthew Ivy, 55; 
Dalton Wages, 60, and Ethan 
Killgore, 6. 

AT LEFT: The junior varsity 
Hawkins Hawks are, FRONT, 
from left, Hayden Smith, 4; 
Paeton Smith, 7; Jaydon Dacus, 
11; Nick Stevenson, 24; Zachary 
Conde, 8; Trey Theriot, 3 and 
Isaac Holland, 2; BACK, Ty 
Kelly, 60; Vidal Gutierrez, 70; 
Colby Barrington, 72; Ryan 
Baldwin, 88; Buddy Holmes, 
53; Chase Chick, 40 and Chris 
Horn, 88. 

(Monitor photos by
Doris Newman)

Hawkins Hawks looking forward to season

Postseason
From page 1

Bookkeeping                    Tax Preparation                        Payroll
BTP Services

Barry Carlson, EA
barrycarlson@btpservices.net

Glen S. Davis, EA
glendavis@btpservices.net

718 S. Main St.
Quitman, Tx 75783

Phone: 903-763-5142
Fax:      903-763-5206

PROUD SUPPORTER OF ALL AREA TEAMS!

8   Wood County Monitor • Wednesday, August 30, 2017



Wood County Monitor • Wednesday,  August 30, 2017   9

539 E. Goode St
Quitman, TX 75783

(903) 763-2232
www.briantoliverfordofquitman.com

Quitman Flower
Shop & Gifts

627 E Lane
Quitman, Tx 75783

903-763-2922
800-256-5252

Good
Luck area

sports teams!

Jan Hulshouser
Manager

QUITMAN REALTY
519 Main ~ Quitman
903-763-4525

Jerry Williams         Todd Williams

Your Home Town Realtor 
with a tradition of

backing our teams...

Go

By LARRY TUCKER
news@woodcountymonitor.com

The 2017 Quitman foot-
ball team may be short on 
numbers, but a new head 
coach, new att itude and 
a burning desire to turn 
the program around has 
brought a sense of hope 
and urgency to this group 
of Bulldogs. 

There is not one Bull-
dog player or coach who 
does not know they are 
mired in a 33-game losing 
streak. They do not have 
to be reminded. They are 
headstrong in their desire 
to overcome the odds of 
playing in one the state’s 
toughest 3A Division I dis-
tricts.  In District 7-3A DI,  
they must face defending 
state champion Mineola, 
pre-season state eighth-
ranked Farmersville,  a 
much-improved Mt. Ver-
non team and old rival 
Winnsboro, who always 
seems to fi nd their way to 
the playoff s. Add to those, 
improving Grand Saline 
and Commerce squads 
and the mission looks dif-
fi cult.

Enter new Athletic Di-
rector and Head Football 
Coach Bryan Oakes, and 
with him, an optimism 
and energetic approach 
to the task of building a 
program basically from 
scratch. “We have four 
players who played varsi-
ty last year. We will be de-
pending on a lot of young 
players, especially the 
sophomore class,” Oakes 
said. “Since I got here last 
spring, these kids have 
done everything they 
have been asked to do. 

They don’t complain and 
they work hard each prac-
tice, every day.”

The numbers are not 
big with 45 total stu-
dent-athletes coming out 
for pre-season workouts. 
Oakes hopes to have 22 to 
23 players on each team, 
varsity and junior varsity. 
“Sure, I wish we had big-
ger numbers, but we will 
go with what we have, 
work hard and be com-
petitive in every game,” 
Oakes noted. “We have 
some good leaders by ex-
ample and I hope one or 
two will step up verbal-
ly to lead on and off  the 
fi eld.”

Oakes said the coaches 
have been working with 
the athletes to help them 
come to the conclusion 
they deserve bett er. “Our 
kids don’t understand 
they deserve as much 
as the next man. In any 
walk of life you look at 
someone who has been 
put down for a while, 
they don’t feel as worthy 
as the next guy. My kids 
here are just as equal as 
any kid around here to 
win a football game,” 
Oakes stressed. “I don’t 
think they understand 
this about themselves. 
Our kids have to gain that 
confi dence in themselves. 
Sometimes people in a 
community don’t real-
ize the impact they have 
on young athletes. We 
need the support of our 
community. Believe me, 
these kids want to make 
the community proud 
and strive for it every 
day. They need encour-
agement, not just from 

the coaches, but from the 
whole community.”  

Oakes believes the pro-
gram is about more than 
football. “Since I got here, 
I have talked about win-
ning football games, but 
more important than that 
I want them to win at life. 
I want them to be a good 
man, a good human be-
ing. When you can get a 
kid believing he will be 
successful in life, win-
ning in football games 
will come around,” Oakes 
noted. “We have a prett y 
good idea of who is going 
to play and where they 
will play. We are going 
to have several going on 
both sides and the ball 
and special teams. We cre-
ate competition in prac-
tice because it’s good for 
them.”

Oakes has returning 
players in running back 
and linebacker A.J. Dunn 
along with big lineman (6-
2, 285) Sebastian Howle. 
“We have a lot who are in-

experienced but are doing 
everything we have asked 
of them. We do have some 
who have played before, 
but for whatever reason 
didn’t play last year. We 
will be ready to play. Our 
kids will hit you, they are 
not afraid of anybody,” 
Oakes said.

The quarterback po-
sition will be fi lled by 
junior Josh Medlin and 
sophomore Trey Berry. 
“Medlin is a great lead-
er, a hard worker and is 
always ready for the next 
snap of the ball. Trey has 
a lot of athletic ability. 
They each have their own 
positives and each brings 
something to the table,” 
Oakes confi rmed. “The 
one thing they are lack-
ing is varsity experience, 
but I feel like once given 
the opportunity they will 
both excel.” Oakes said 
when not at quarterback 
Medlin and Berry will can 
also be at a receiver’s spot.

The Bulldogs will be 

running a spread off ense 
moving the game along at 
a fast pace, not the snail’s 
pace of the past. Running 
backs Dunn and sopho-
more River Chaney will 
see action at the running 
back positions. “They are 
two diff erent runners. A.J. 
will run at you and make 
a hole while River sees the 
hole and cuts to it. A.J. will 
be at the H-back position 
and will have the ability 
to change the game for 
us,” Oakes said. “We are 
trying to get everything 
in order for Coby Coley to 
be eligible. He will be able 
to help us in the backfi eld 
too. The quarterback will 
be the key to our off ense 
where they are reading 
the defense.”

The outside receivers 
will be Garrett  Taylor and 
Stephan Love. Neither of 
them played football last 
year, but both were suc-
cessful high jumpers in 
track last spring. “They 
both can go up and get 

the ball. They are both go-
ing to be great threats for 
our off ense,” Oakes said. 
“Luke Pruden will be the 
tight end on some sets and 
he will also be a blocking 
back.”

The off ensive line will 
be anchored by tackle Se-
bastian Howle who is 6-2 
and 285 pounds. Other 
linemen expected to play a 
big role in moving the of-
fense are Julius Watson at 
left guard, David Torno at 
center and right guard Jer-
emy Peek. “We have some 
kids competing for the 
right tackle spot. Hunter 
Huggins is back and along 
with Justin Blalock and 
Hunter Gilbreath gives 
us several competing for 
a spot on the line,” Oakes 
commented. “We want to 
fi nd the fi ve best guys we 
can to put on the fi eld.”

On defense, the line will 
have Torno, Howle, Hug-
gins and Watson. Line-

Bulldogs look
to end streak

Quitman football coaches are: (SEATED, left to right) Josh Wade, Bryan Oakes, Mark Fatheree; (STANDING, left to right) Ronnie Webber, Brett 
Rattan, Ryan Turney, Patrick Evans, Richard Villenueva, James Warren, Joshua White. (Monitor photos by Larry Tucker)

Quitman Bulldogs (FRONT, left to right) River Chaney (3), Trey Berry (6), Josh Medlin (7), Stephen Love (8), Garrett Taylor (12), Dylan Coe (18); (MIDDLE ROW, left to right) Carlos Rodriguez (21), Coby Coley (23), 
Hugo Ramirez (27), Luke Pruden  (32), Julius Watson (52), David Tarno (54), Hunter Gilbreath (60); (BACK ROW) Jeremy Peek (63), Hunter Huggins (72), Sebastain Howell (64), Jack Zavala (73), Riley Flanagan (88).

See BULLDOGS, Page 10



backers are Dunn, Pruden 
and Chaney. Safeties will 
be Taylor and Dylan Coe 
and the corners are Gavin 
Derryberry and possibly 
Carlos Rodriguez. “We 
still have people fi ghting 
for spots and everything 
is subject to change. It 
depends on how they 
practice, injuries and oth-
er things that may come 
up during the season,” 
Oakes said.

The schedule is fi lled 
with good football 

teams. “Obviously, the 
UIL determines our dis-
trict schedule and that is 
what it is. Our pre-sea-
son schedule has some 
prett y diffi  cult games on 
it,” Oakes said. “Maybe I 
am an optimist, but after 
seeing what I did at Mes-
quite Poteet, anything 
is possible.” Oakes was 
coaching at Poteet when 
the Pirates made a very 
unexpected deep run in 
the state playoff s.

“If we can get every-
body gong in the same 
direction all the games 
are winnable. We are go-
ing to get the benefi t of 
the doubt early because a 

lot of people will be over-
looking Quitman,” Oakes 
added. “Kids are still kids. 
Kids haven’t changed, so-
ciety has changed. And 
if you look at the kids in 
Quitman, they are just 

the same as the kids any-
where I have been before. 
They want to be success-
ful in whatever they com-
mit to. It’s gett ing them to 
understand commitment 
and the ultimate goal and 
how they coordinate.”

Oakes believes in where 
the program is headed. 
“I believe we have got-
ten the kids to buy in to 
what we want to accom-
plish. It also takes gett ing 
the community to buy 
into the program. We are 
working toward that and 
are still making some 
strides,” Oakes observed. 
“People look at this as just 
a football game with a kid 
going out to play, but it is 
so much more than that 
to me. I talk to our kids 
about what they represent 
and who they represent. 
David French, coming 

back to the high school, 
is passionate about foot-
ball. I’ve talked to Ron 
and Don Poe. On Friday 
nights, they still look to 
fi nd out how Quitman 
did because they are still 
prideful of their roots.

“Our kids need to un-
derstand there are a lot of 
litt le Bulldog eyes on them 
and how powerful that is. 
If you make a mistake you 
are an example to them. It 
also works when you are 
doing the right things and 
are sett ing an example 
for them. It’s not just you 
are a Quitman Bulldog 
on Friday night, but you 
are representing a lot of 
people that were, and still 
wish they were, part of 
the program. They want 
you to do good because 
they were once in your 
shoes and they are proud 
to be from Quitman. Ulti-
mately, we are trying to 
teach these young men 
how to live life and it will 
coordinate with wins and 
losses.”

Oakes feels the district 
race will be a good one.”-
Farmersville has a great 
chance to be the favorite 
and you can look for good 
things from Mt. Vernon. 
Mineola will build off  
their past success and I 
know Coach Blackwell 
(Luke) will do a good 
job there. Winnsboro is 
Winnsboro and they are 
always there in the race. 
Ridge (Michael) has done 
a great job at Grand Sa-
line and the new coach at 
Commerce will have tal-
ent to work with,” Oakes 
stated. “I do feel like we 
are going to be able to 
compete and possibly get 
in the playoff s. We have a 
lot of two-way players so 
it is super important we 
stay away from injuries.”

The Bulldogs open the 
season at Bud Moody 
Stadium taking on Larry 
Minter’s Big Sandy Wild-
cats Sept. 1, a team with 22 
seniors and picked to go 
deep in the Class 2A D1 
playoff s.
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The solution for
your fabrication needs
Trailer Parts • Waste Containers 

Detention Equipment

903-967-2622
Proud

Supporter
of all

area sports 
teams!!

GO 
BULLDOGS!

Wilson Law Office
108 West Bermuda Street • Quitman, TX 75783

903-763-4130 | bradwilsonlaw.com

KD Tire 
and Auto 
Repair

1518 N. St Hwy 37 
Quitman, TX 75783

903-967-7545  
Stephen Dunn-owner

Go Bulldogs! 

Serving
Quitman for over

75 years…..
“Friends Helping Friends”

Mexican Restaurant
607 South Main Street • Quitman

903-763-5020
Proud

supporter
of the

Quitman Bulldogs

619 South Main | Quitman, TX 75783 | 903-763-8204

CATERING AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Breakfast 7 Am – 11 AM

Good Luck 
to all Bulldog 

athletes!

Reflections
Hospice

of Texas, LLC
Our specialty is you

101 North Main Street | Quitman, TX 75783
903-763-8225

Go Bulldogs!

LINDALE • QUITMAN
TEXAS

Quitman - 903-763-4800
Lindale - 903-881-7500

523 S. Main St. | Quitman, TX 75783
adam@laserlinetx.com

Bulldogs
From page 9

Quitman JV: (FRONT ROW, left to right) Silvano Castillo (3), Hunter Cline (5) Ty Holland (6), Blake Morris (10), Brennan Miller (12) Cody 
White (19), Bryan Morris (21), Eliseo Turcios (23), Luis Precidio (27); (MIDDLE ROW, left to right) Dakota Lewis (33), Sam Kolbe (32), Aaron 
McClemore (50), Brayden Miller (52), Sean Hill (64), Justin Blalock (70), Hunter Batchelder (72); (BACK ROW, left t right) Christian James 
(77), Aiden Steward (82), Charles Clements (88), Alex Martin (73). (Monitor photos by Larry Tucker)

Quitman Proud Blue Band
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RESORT COMMUNITIES

Holiday Villages
Why rent when you can own?

Low down, low monthly payments,

Home sites- Mobile Home sites - RV sites

125 Holiday Village Drive
Quitman, Texas 75783

(903) 878-7263

Call us today for
more information!

By LARRY TUCKER
news@woodcountymonitor.com

The Quitman Lady 
Bulldog varsity volleyball 
team is heavy on expe-
rience and they have set 
lofty goals for themselves 
this season. The team has 
four seniors, two juniors 
and a pair of talented 
newcomers ready to make 
a run at a district title and 
go deep in the playoff s.   

Seniors Cammie Hicks, 
Molly Tanner and Kaci 
Raley have each earned 
district, region and state 
recognition for their tal-
ents on the court. Junior 
Madalyn Spears brings 
excellence from the out-
side hitt er position and 
Abby Dobbs is an experi-
enced libero. Sophomore 
Jentri Jackson gives the 
team a spark on the oppo-
site side from Spears. Se-
nior Cassidy Corrior was 
injured against Tatum in 
the season opener and her 
status at this time is not 
known. Another soph-
omore, Julia Simpkins, 
adds more talent to the 
front line where she has 
shown potential to be a 
shot blocker and hitt er.

Head Coach Ashlee Lin-
go feels this year’s team 
has the opportunity to be 
one of Quitman’s best. “I 
think we have a chance 
to go far. We schedule 
tough because we will 
not get any bett er if play 
teams who are not going 
to give us tough compe-
tition,” Lingo explained. 
“We want to schedule 
those big teams,  Lindale, 
Carthage, Pine Tree and 
Tatum. Even if we lose, we 
will learn something to 
make us bett er. They are 
bigger schools and play-
ing teams of that caliber 
of volleyball we are going 
to learn what it takes to be 
successful.”

Lingo believes district 
play will once again be 
fi lled with tough oppo-
nents. “We sat down with 
the girls and talked about 
the teams in our district 
and they came prett y 
close to what the coach-
es thought. I think Edge-
wood will be our biggest 
opponent. I believe Edge-
wood and us will be near 
the top of the district,” 

Lingo said. “Grand Sa-
line should really be good 
and you just never can 
count out Alba-Golden. 
Coach Everett  (TeShara) 
always puts together a 
good team. Scurry –Ross-
er will be scrappy even if 
though they lost a couple 
of key players from last 
year, but they will still be 
tough to play especially 
at their place. Kemp will 
improve this year and be 
much bett er while Mine-
ola is rebuilding. Eustace 
graduated their ‘hoss’ but 
Coach Chuck Powers has 
been around a long time 
and he will put together a 
solid team.”

Lingo believes the 
Lady Bulldogs can’t 
overlook anyone in dis-
trict play. “We can’t 
count anybody out in 
district. That’s when you 
will start losing, when 
you get over-confi dent,” 
Lingo added. “These 
girls have improved on 
our mental toughness. 
That will make a diff er-
ence when we get into 

tough situations.”
It’s hard to coach men-

tal toughness, but Lingo 
has her ways. “People are 
always asking me why 
we run so much, why 
do we run two miles at 
the beginning. It’s men-
tal toughness. If they can 
work hard all summer 
and get out there the fi rst 
day and bust it, then they 
are in it for the right rea-
sons,” Lingo commented. 
“We have to be in shape, 
it’s something I strongly 
believe in. If you are not 
in shape you can’t play 
any sport.”

Lingo feels there is a key 
to the team being success-
ful this season. “We must 
play our game, if we do 
that we will be alright. But 
if we change up the speed 
of the game and let other 
teams eff ect us, it will cost 
us,” Lingo confi rmed. 
“These girls have played 
together for a long time, 
not just at school, but club 
ball and we played in a 
spring league in Grand 
Saline. We have to stay 

mentally tough to be suc-
cessful. We know what 
we need to do. We have a 
really tough region. Cal-
lisburg, who beat us in the 
playoff s last year, didn’t 
lose anyone, they have 
their whole team back. 
White Oak and Beckville 
are both very good too.”

Lingo said her team has 
a quarterback. “As a team, 
we can’t get stuck in ruts. I 
talked to Cammie (Hicks) 
who is the quarterback of 
our team. I talked to her a 
lot about not gett ing stuck 
having the same sets and 
can’t make it us for us to 
be defended. We have to 
stay on our toes,” Lingo 
contended. “Cammie is 
constantly growing in 
how she approaches the 
game and it has helped 
our team get bett er. We 
actually have have some 
girls who can block.”

Hicks is the team sett er 
and leader. “I expect a 
ton from her. She needs 
to know who to go to and 
when to go to them. She 
has a lot to deal with and 
does a great job. Kaci (Ra-
ley) and Molly (Tanner) 
are our middles. Kaci does 
not show a lot of emotion 
and it drives some peo-
ple crazy, but that is just 
how she is. She is play-
ing bett er right now than 
ever before and she leads 
by example,” Lingo said. 
“Molly is one of the hard-
est working players I have 
coached. She is a consis-
tent server and does make 
many mistakes.  Madalyn 

(Spears) is highly compet-
itive. She is hitt ing harder 
than she ever has and she 
can really jump. She puts 
in a lot of hard work in the 
weight room. 

“Jentri (Jackson) is 
young with a lot to learn, 
but has great work ethic 
and talent. Abby (Dobbs) 
is at libero and she plays 
with great concentration. 
She plays back row and 
does a great job gett ing 

in her serves.  The libero 
wears a diff erent color 
jersey and plays only on 
back row. Julia (Simp-
kins) is also very young 
and she is a good athlete. 
Cassidy and Julia both 
play the right side hitt er. 
Cassidy can play any-
where she also has a solid 
work ethic.”

The District 12 3A slate 
begins at Scurry-Rosser 
Sept. 8.

602 E. Goode St. – Quitman
903-763-2931

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

713A S. Main St. 
Quitman, TX 75783

903-763-2424
thomas@bulldogcomputer.com

 Stop in before and after the 
game for the best 

Treats & Eats in Quitman!

Go Bulldogs!

All DQ and Orange Julius trademarks owned or licensed by Am. D.Q. Corp. © 2017. 
All TDQOC trademarks owned by Texas Dairy Queen Operators’ Council Corp. © 2017.

Quitman 
girls have 
high hopes

Scott’s Quitman Pharmacy
Proud to be your hometown pharmacy

310 E. Goode Street | Quitman, TX 75783
903-763-9600

Randy White Pharm. D.
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30-6 • Sat. 8:30-12

Good Luck to all area
athletes on the

upcoming season!

Quitman Lady Bulldog Varsity (left to right) are Abby Dobbs (18), Madalyn Spears (5), Jentri Jackson (2), Molly Tanner (13), Kaci Raley (12), Julia Simpkins (3), Cammie Hicks (14), 
Cassidy Corrior (11), Rebekah Corrior. BELOW:  Quitman Lady Bulldog volleyball coaches for 2017 are (left to right) girl’s Coordinator and Head Coach Ashlee Lingo, Assistant 
Coaches Chris Veach and Elizabeth Miller. (Monitor photos by Larry Tucker)

Qutiman varsity cheerleaders for 2017-18: (BOTTOM, left t right) Judith Delgadillo, Avery Stephens, Cameron 
Williams; (MIDDLE, left to right) Emma Vanbecelaere, Abby Dobbs, Hallie Hightower; (TOP, left to right) Bre 
Cockerham, Aleigh Farnham, Jentri Jackson, Kaiti Kelley and mascot Lindsey Barnett.

Quitman JV 
Cheerlead-

ers 2017-18: 
(left to right) 
K.K. Barnett, 

Keeley Glidewell, 
Lindsey Horn-
aday, Hannah 

Patterson, Cati 
McClellan.  

(Monitor photos 
by Larry Tucker)
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