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2103 Chandler • Kilgore, TX 75662 • ArabellaKilgore.com

We Love Our  
Arabella of Kilgore Residents
and our residents love the Arabella of Kilgore culture - delicious cuisine, indi-

vidualized wellness plans, and life-fulfilling activities.

Schedule a tour today and find your own 
reasons to love Arabella of Kilgore.

CALL NOW! 903-984-8839

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
#100561
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THE PREMIER  
PERFORMANCE  

CENTER IN  
NORTHEAST TEXAS

World-class facility with 2,000 seats 
and state-of-the-art amenities.

• 
The home of LeTourneau University 
student activities, local performing 

groups and touring artists from 
around the world. 

Get on our email list so you 
don’t miss a thing!

NEW EVENTS 
ADDED ALL YEAR!

LETOURNEAU UNIVERSITY

www.BelcherCenter.com
Longview, TX   903-233-3080
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KHPF’s mission is to honor Kilgore’s unique history as a railroad 
and oil boom town by restoring and maintaining its iconic 
‘boomtown’ skyline, preserving its historic buildings, important 
landmarks, and documenting its history.
Join us in ongoing efforts on the World’s Richest Acre, at the 
historic Dean-Keener-Crim Home, in renovating the Old Post 
Office and in other ways to safeguard the community’s heritage.

Become a part of KHPF’s initiatives: Call 903-984-1333

Chartered 1987 by the City of K

ilg
or
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Three Decades
& Counting
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Kilgore

Surrounded by the lush pine forests and clear 
blue lakes of East Texas, Kilgore has a long 
and distinct history that set the stage for the 

unique community that thrives today – a vibrant 
city that celebrates its rich, storied past while em-
bracing an innovative, diverse future.

Kilgore was established in 1872 with the coming 
of the Great Northern Railroad. The quiet farming 
community was thrust into the international spot-
light in the 1930s with the discovery of one of the 
greatest oil fields in history. In just 10 short days, 
the town’s population of 500 exploded to more than 
l0,000 people from all over the world seeking their 
fortunes in Boomtown, USA.

By 1939, a forest of almost 1,200 oil derricks 
had sprouted within the city limits: the great-
est concentration filling one square block became 
known as the World ‘s Richest Acre, and Kilgore 
quickly became known as the capital of the huge 
East Texas Oil Field. While all but one of those 
original derricks were removed across the following 
decades, in the past 30 years dedicated members of 
the community have resurrected Boomtown’s sig-
nature skyline. The derricks that touch Kilgore’s 

skies today, topped with lighted stars, helped the 
town earn its official, state-recognized moniker, 
“City of Stars.”

A city that blends its rich oil heritage with a 
technologically-advanced business community, 
Kilgore provides residents with an incomparable 
quality of life. A high-tech industrial base, a thriv-
ing public school system, a cornerstone community 
college, abundant recreational opportunities and 
extraordinary cultural events throughout the year 
help make Kilgore truly unique.

Among the community’s many signature at-
tractions are the World Famous Kilgore College 
Rangerettes: formed in 1939 by Gussie Nell Davis, 
the team took the football field for the first time 
in September 1940, revolutionizing halftime en-
tertainment. A series of annual performances reach 
their climax in the line’s annual Revels productions 
that fill thousands of seats each April.

Meanwhile, the annual Texas Shakespeare Festi-
val has been an integral part of Kilgore’s culture since 
1986, Kilgore College’s contribution to the state’s ses-
quicentennial celebration. The first season featured 
performances of William Shakespeare’s “Twelfth 
Night” and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” as well 
as Gifford Wingate’s play, “The Daisy Bradford 3.” 

continued on 8

Texas Shakespeare Festival is held every summer.
Photos by Kilgore News Herald
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Crowds gather to experience Avalon Faire,  
a Renaissance Faire held every  
weekend during April.
Photos by Kilgore News Herald

Muscians perform at Kilgore’s Friday After 5, a concert series hosted by Kilgore Main Street.
Photos by Kilgore News Herald
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Kilgore
from 6

Decades later, TSF continues to draw theater profes-
sionals from across the country and from around the 
world to East Texas each summer for productions 
throughout the month of July in addition to a grow-
ing slate of off-season activities.

Other events dot the City of Kilgore’s calen-
dar throughout the year, such as the KilGogh Arts 
Festival in late-March and Reel East Texas Film 
Festival in mid-November. The Kilgore Main 
Street Program hosts a series of free Fridays After 
5 concerts, one per month from April to August, 
in addition to its ever-expanding fall Oktoberfest 
activities and a growing roster of holiday activities 
to close the year.

While events such as the medieval action of Ava-
lon Faire take place just outside the Kilgore City 
Limits, much of the community’s activity is centered 
on the World’s Richest Acre and the Main Street 
District downtown where boutiques, local restau-
rants, specialty shops and more offer a wide variety 
of options in the shopping core – all within walking 
distance on Kilgore’s revitalized downtown streets. 

Last year, the community celebrated the open-
ing of three new amenities: the six-field Wha-
taburger Sports Complex on South Commerce 
Street, the Creekside Walking Trail and the Lazy 
Splash Ranch splash pad at Kilgore City Park.

Numerous groups contribute to the communi-
ty’s calendar, from the Kilgore Chamber of Com-
merce (with its summertime Stars & Scars Mud 
Run among other events) to the City of Kilgore 
(which includes the Kilgore Fire Department and 

Rangerettes pose for the perfect holiday memory 
in downtown Kilgore.

Photos by Kilgore News Herald

The East Texas Pipe Organ Festival honors the life and work of Roy Perry every year by hosting  
a music event in November.
Photos by Kilgore News Herald

continued on 10

Downtown Kilgore shines under the lights of its 
signature skyline

Photos by Kilgore News Herald
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Children take the spotlight with events including 
SAFFE Day in September, KilGogh Arts Festival, 
and baseball games at the Whataburger  
Sports Complex.
Photos by Kilgore News Herald
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Kilgore
from 8

its annual Special Abilities Family Fun Event Day 
as well as the ‘ Most Patriotic Town in Texas’ cele-
bration July 4th).

The Commerce Street Entertainment Corridor 
often plays host to the city’s largest events, such 
as the annual East Texas Oilmen’s Chili Cook-off 
each fall – in recent years, the event has drawn as 
many as 10,000 people for a competition pitting 
the best chili recipes of oilfield service companies 
against one another. Within a month, the corridor 
comes alive again as Kilgore Historical Preserva-
tion Foundation hosts its annual derrick lighting 
ceremony on the World’s Richest Acre, officially 
kicking off the holidays in the city, where the Kil-
gore Chamber of Commerce’s annual Christmas 
Parade fills streets along with Mingle & Jingle, Jin-
gle All the Way and other activities.

The town features a wide variety of historical 
attractions from the oldest residence (the Dean- 
Keener  Crim Home) to its historic theaters (the 
Crim and the Texan, steadily being revitalized), the 
Old U.S. Post Office and much more. 

continued on 16

November’s Reel East Texas Film Festival 
showcases independent filmmakers from across 

the country and around the world. 
Photos by Kilgore News Herald

Photos by Kilgore News Herald
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Live Entertainment
WEDNESDAY THRU SATURDAY

www.thebackporchkilgore.com
www.facebook.com/TheBackPorchStageonBroadway

904 Broadway
Kilgore, Texas 75662

903-984-8141

Great Food
Fun Atmosphere

Since 1981
“Tell Your Friends How Good It Is.”

Large Menu Selection
Large Outdoor Patio
Live Entertainment

Log in for details
302 E. Main St.  Suite 200

Kilgore, Tx 75662
903-576-1876

locomeauxtx@gmail.com

Opening 
Soon
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Shops on Main Marketplace
213 E. MAIN

KILGORE, TX 75662

903-984-9840

TUES - FRI • 9:30 - 5:00
SATURDAY • 10:00 - 2:00

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY
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Alba

Joseph Simpkins and his family settled Alba in 
1843. Alba was first known as Simpkins Prai-
rie. Alba continued to be settled in the next 

30 years. Living in the immediate Alba area were 
about 40 settlers. Supplies had to be hauled by 
teams of oxen from Jefferson, Texas. The laying out 
of town lots was in 1881. The town was incorporat-
ed in 1908. The city was created under the Mayor 
Council type of government. The coming of the 
M.K.&T Railroad in 1881 played a very important 
part in the economy of the town. In 1887 a depot 
was built in Alba. In 1901 the Short Line Railroad 
was built between Alba and Grand Saline.

Cotton was “King” in the early years with the 
rich fertile soil in the area. Alba had the largest cot-
ton market in East Texas. There were as many as 
four cotton gins operating in the area. In the late 
1890’s, coal was discovered, and this began an era 
that would last until about 1940. Alba is located 
over a broad vein of lignite coal which extends from 
Texarkana south and west across the state. During 
the coal mining period there were as many as seven 
mines operating at one time. The mines employed 
about 650 men.

Alba was a growing town with two banks, 25 
business houses, two hotels, meat markets, jewel-
ry store, 2 theaters, blacksmith shops, tailor shops, 
newspapers, new car dealerships and three drug-
stores. There were five doctors and several dentists 
and lawyers.

After the depression Alba began to decline with 
the closing of the banks. Until about that time Alba 
had a population of 1,200 in the city with about 
5,000 people in the immediate area. About the 
same time the cotton weevil hit the cotton crop and 
the farmers quit growing cotton. The closing of the 
mines about 1940 was the last blow for the area. 
The factories that once used the coal switched to 
natural gas. Many people left the area to work in 
the defense plants during WWII.

The discovery of oil in the area in 1948 gave life 
to some people’s hope that Alba might again be-
come a thriving city. The oil turned out to be a very 
poor grade of oil. It did bring Alba to life again, but 
it didn’t last.

New hope came to Alba in the 1970s with 
the building of Lake Fork. Alba is located on the 
southern edge of Lake Fork. Lake Fork is the bass 

continued on 16



16 | Destination East Texas

VOTED BEST BBQ IN KILGORE
Beef  Ribs  Pork  Ham  Chicken  Turkey

4521 Hwy. 42 & 1-20 Exit 587
Kilgore, Texas 75662  903-983-1421

Banquet room available
Plenty of parking - Buses Welcome

Catering services available! 
(Small or large groups)

Come one! 

Come all!

Old-Fashioned Breakfast
• Special Omelets

• Homemade Biscuits & Gravy
Lunch

• Plate Lunches
• Homemade Onion Rings

• Hand Battered Chicken Fried Steak
• Home Style Hamburgers

Mon. - Sat. 5:30-2:00 Closed Sunday

903.984.3928
100 Houston St. | Kilgore, TX

Alba 
from 14

capital of Texas. The state record bass was caught in 
Lake Fork in 1992.

The Alba Country Fair is the city’s big fundrais-
ing event with the Alba Ladies Club, Alba Library 
and Museum, and the Alba Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment all being beneficiaries. 

During the coal mining period there were as 
many as 7 mines operating at one time. The mines 
employed about 650 men.

Kilgore also boasts three museums. For those 
wanting to experience the community’s past, East 
Texas Oil Museum offers an informative and en-
tertaining trip back in time on the campus of Kil-
gore College. The nearby Rangerette Showcase 
celebrates the world’s first dance-drill team and 
its founder the Texas Museum of Broadcasting & 
Communications, can be found on Main Street, 
highlighting the ‘Golden Age’ of broadcasting.

Learn more about the community at Welcome-
ToKilgore.com, VisitKilgore.com and in the pages 
of the Kilgore News Herald.

Kilgore 
from 10
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www.txmbc.org

416 E Main St. Kilgore, TX 75662 | (903) 985-8115 | Fri-Sat 10-5 | Or By Appointment
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Big Sandy

The Big Sandy Music Hall motto is “World 
Class Music Close to Home.” The Big San-
dy Music Hall is managed by Kate and 

Andrew Kirby. The couple has worked together for 
more than 17 years in many industries including, 
music, film, television, radio, cable advertising, re-
tail, hospitality, corporate marketing, public rela-
tions, industrial training and management. Once 
used for the First Baptist Church, the Big Sandy 
Music Hall provides the community a beautiful 
historic building to use for concerts, theater and 
special events. The hall is in the heart of Big Sandy 
at 100 S. Tyler Street at the corner of Highway 80. 
When the Kirby’s decided to move back home 
from California, they decided to purchase the lo-
cal newspaper, the Big Sandy and Hawkins Journal. 
The paper had been in existence since 1948 and was 
on the verge of closing. The Kirby’s decided that 
wasn’t good for the community, so they purchased 
it and started working to make sure the community 
knew it was their newspaper, and they were just the 
publishers. That attitude of community service is 
what makes the paper a thriving piece of the com-
munity today.

It is that same spirit that drove the Kirby’s to 
step in to manage the Music Hall. Originally the 

Music Hall was called “A Joyful Noise: The Music 
Hall” and was started by Wayne and Jackie Davis, 
who didn’t want to see another historic building 
leave Big Sandy. The Kirby’s decided to step in to 
continue the legacy for the Davis’, whose family has 
been part of the building’s rich history since it was 
erected as the First Baptist Church in 1922. It was 
because of their love of the community, background 
in music and knack for making old things new 
again, that the Kirby’s were chosen to help bring 
life to this historic building.

Andrew and Kate Kirby are a light acoustic duo 
with fresh and light, original melodies and recog-
nizable tunes about life experiences. The Kirby’s are 
also the proprietors of the Big Sandy Music Hall, 
in Big Sandy. Their folk-rock sound is heavily influ-
enced by classic rock, yet their close vocal harmo-
nies and stringed instruments are true Americana. 
They have a combined musical career of more than 
30 years experience, playing everything from fes-
tivals to private parties, to most any kind of event. 

The Big Sandy Music Hall has hosted blue-
grass, southern gospel, blues, country and rock 
musicians to their stage. Shows featuring the Stra-

continued on 20
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Big Sandy
from 18

toblasters (the late Bug Henderson’s band) and 
Rafael Espinoza who brings his varied talents on 
the guitar through shows like “The Day the Music 
Died” featuring the music of Buddy Holley, the Big 
Bopper and Richie Valens by local artists Gib May-
nard (Big Bopper), Shea Birdwell (Buddy Holley) 
and Espinoza (Ritchie Valens). 

The entire family can enjoy an evening at Big 
Sandy Music Hall, one of the premier listening 
rooms in East Texas. Big Sandy is located about 14 
miles (23 km) southwest of Gilmer, Texas, at the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 80 and Texas State 
Highway 155 in Upshur County.

Timeless Treasures

Southern Charms

Open Monday  
6:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Tuesday - Friday  
6:30 AM - 5 PM

Saturday 8 AM - 5 PM
903-954-2556

903-894-8241 Susan Gugar
Consignments * Gifts * Candles

Antiques * Furniture

Open Monday 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM
Tuesday - Friday 10:00 AM - 5 PM

(inside Timeless Treasures)
903-954-2221 Melanie McDade
Collectibles * Vintage * Antiques 
Furniture* Chalk Paint * Clothes

202 W. Main St.
Bullard, Tx 75757

Bullard

Bullard is a growing community with a rich 
history in the East Texas area. The commu-
nity reflects the friendliness of a small town, 

yet it is a growing city with nearby access to our big 
city neighbor, Tyler.

Quality family values are the cornerstone of the 
city and helps to create a warm and friendly place to 
raise children. A recent addition to the community 
is the Bullard Kids Park which offers fun in a kid  
safe environment.

The City of Bullard boasts easy access to Lake 
Palestine and is just down the road from Flint’s in-
door Waterpark at the Villages.

Bullard also boasts the beautiful Eagle’s Bluff 
Country Club and is the proud home of the Amer-
ican Freedom Museum, located on the campus of 
The Brook Hill School.

Patriotism takes center stage during the commu-
nity’s annual fall Red, White & Blue festival, featur-
ing live music, a parade, and kids game and activities.

Forest Home 
Baptist Church

15746 County Road 173N
On the loop between FM 1249 (Dudley Road)

and FM 2204 (Stone Road)

Visit With Us
Regular Services
Sunday…

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship
5:00 p.m. Discipleship Training

 Student Ministry
 Children’s and Preschool Choirs

6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Wednesday…

5:00 p.m. Family Dinner
5:45 p.m. Mission Groups for the Children
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

 Student Ministry
6:40 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Our Staff
Earl W. Duggins
Mark Fried
Pat Monk  
Matt Korzeniewski  

Pastor
Minister of music/sr. Adults

Minister of education
Student minister
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Caddo Lake

Caddo Lake has been called the most beauti-
ful lake in America by most who have seen it.  
It is also a lake of mystery and lots of history. 

Caddo Lake is the largest natural lake of fresh water  
in the south, covering about 26,800 acres at 168.5 
ft (sea level).

The acreage can fluctuate easily to over 35,000 
acres at times of highwater levels.

Half the lake is in Texas and half in Louisiana 
and within 20 miles of southwest Arkansas.

The Caddo Indians were the first settlers on 
Caddo Lake. They were a friendly and peaceful 
tribe who hunted, fished, made pottery and weap-
ons. In 1835 the land of and around present-day 
Caddo Lake was purchased from the Indians  
for $80,000 by the U.S. government, and within  
a year the Caddo Indians were moved away from 
the region.

There are four watersheds that supply Caddo 
Lake with water: Little Cypress Bayou, Big Cypress 
Bayou, Black Cypress Bayou, and Jeems Bayou.

Caddo Lake State Park consists of 8,253 
acres west of the lake itself, in Harrison County,  
near Karnack.

The park affords excellent access to the diverse 
fishing in Texas. Also popular are the park’s quaint 
cabins, built by the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in the 1930s. Activities enjoyed by visitors include 
camping, hiking, paddling trails, picnicking, nature 
study, fishing and boating.

Canoe rentals are available year-round from the 
park headquarters. Jon boat rentals are available 
at Crip’s Camp Marina in Uncertain, Texas, ap-
proximately five miles east of the park entrance on  
FM 2198.

Canton

Once a month this quaint, peaceful, East 
Texas Main Street City of 3,581 becomes 
the seventh largest city in Texas when up 

to 400,000 shoppers visit World Famous First 
Monday Trade Days – the oldest, largest, contin-
uously operating outdoor market in the United 
States, only 60 miles east of Dallas on Interstate 
Highway 20.

Despite its name, First Monday isn’t held on the 
first Monday of the month.  Shopping days are on 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday preceding 
the first Monday of every month, rain or shine, hol-
iday or not with shopping areas that cover almost 
400 acres and space for 7,000 vendors in five loca-
tions around the city.

Merchandise ranges from new home furnishings 
and furniture, clothing, jewelry, candles, handbags 
and shoes, electronics, iron works and outdoor de-
cor, plants, tools, great food concessions and more, 
to antiques, collectables, quilts, intricate crafts, folk 
and fine art, woodworking and live animals and 
pets of all types and sizes. 

People say that if you can’t find it in Canton, it 
probably doesn’t exist! 

Those that want to experience First Monday 
Trade Days should plan for several days. Lodging 
is plentiful with six motels and over 45 bed and 
breakfast inns within the city limits but be sure to 
book as far in advance as possible because all lodg-

ing fills up during the market days.   
But Canton is much more than the four-days-

a-month shopping extravaganza. As the county 
seat of Van Zandt County and a Texas Main Street 
City, the town bustles with shopping, services, 
events and activity all the time. Canton has doz-
ens of restaurants, two shopping centers, one of the 
newest resorts in Texas, an awesome waterpark, the 
longest zip-line course in Texas, two golf courses, 
two fishing lakes, multiple parks and walking trails, 
over 2,000 RV sites, historical sites, a museum, a 
19th century town square with unique shops and 
restaurants, and some of the friendliest people you 
will ever meet.

The Tailwind Regional Balloon Fest is back for 
its eighth year in a row, and this year things are go-
ing to be bigger and better than ever.

We have partnered with the top businesses in 
the community to bring not only the citizens of 
Canton, but visitors from across the state a unique 
experience.

Located on the West Side of the First Monday 
grounds, the festival will be held in May.

We’ll be happy to help you plan your visit or 
answer any questions you might have about visiting 
Canton.    

Come to Canton, Texas and see why it really is 
“World Famous”!



22 | Destination East Texas

Corsicana

We invite you to visit Corsicana and expe-
rience our motto yourself. But what does 
“Where Country Meets Culture” really 

mean? 
We believe that in Corsicana, you get the best of 

both worlds: Arts and entertainment unparalleled 
in scope other than in the big Metroplexes, along 
with food, shopping, and recreation in the relaxed 
setting of a town that is just right in size to offer 
everything without being hectic or rushed.

Corsicana and the surrounding area offer a mul-
titude of recreational opportunities to enjoy. There 
are 12 parks that cover approximately 600 acres, 
three lakes including Richland Chambers, the third 
largest lake in Texas, two golf courses, and 49 ten-
nis courts. Entertainment venues cover everything 
from movies to music including The Palace Theatre, 
The Warehouse Living Arts Center and an outdoor 
amphitheatre for concerts. 

A walk through downtown Corsicana is a walk 
through history. The classic features of its origi-
nal brick streets blend in with new attractions of 
neighborhood restaurants, entertainment, antique 
shopping and loft apartment living, creating a com-
munity feel all its own. With room to expand, new 
businesses can take advantage of the vibrant down-
town activity and current development incentives.

Designated an official Texas Main Street City 
in 1985, the Corsicana Main Street Program works 
to assist in the revitalization of the downtown area 
using historic preservation and economic develop-
ment strategies.

Edom

As far as East Texas cities go, Edom has never 
been big in size, but it has played a huge 
role in hosting and attracting some of the 

best artisans and creative people anywhere.
Each fall, the town displays it’s love affair with 

art with its annual Festival of the Arts - one of the 
most popular in East Texas.

The idea for such a festival came about in 1972, 
when resident artists and their friends joined forc-
es to showcase their works. The first show attract-
ed more than 2,000 people and it has grown each  
year since.

After years of being an invitation only event, the 
Festival of the Arts has since become open to art-
ists throughout the country through a jury process 
where dozens of artists are chosen for their diversi-
ty and uniqueness.

Included in the festival are a free children’s 
art workshop as well as live music and lots of  
delicious food.

Collectors of all types can find what they are 
hunting for during the festival in a casual, relaxed 
atmosphere.

Located at the intersections of Farm to Market 
roads 279, 314 and 2339 in the southeast corner of 
Van Zandt County, Edom is the third oldest town 
in the county.

The town traces its beginnings to 1849 when 
a post office called Hamburg was organized a few 
miles from the town’s present site. In 1855, the post 
office moved closer to the present town site and was 

continued on 24

CAF Air Show
Watch the pyrotechnic and aerobatic demon-
strations brought to you by the Coyote Squad-
ron of the Commemorative Air Force (CAF).

Corsicana TXBR Stage Race
Attend this spectator friendly, high action event 
the second Saturday in May.

Cotton Harvest Festival
Support the Kerens Library and have a good 
time at the Kerens Cotton Harvest Festival 
held each year on the third Saturday in October.

Derrick Days
Take part in the annual festivities dating back 
to the early oil boom days.

Freedom Festival
Get excited about the professional pyrotechnic 
show, live music, water slides, bounce houses, 
and vendors at the Freedom Festival.

Great Pumpkin Patch
View the events and activities taking place at 
the Main Street’s Great Pumpkin Patch.

ANNUAL EVENTS: 
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Emory

Emory is a small city in Rains County, TX. 
boasting a booming population of 1,239. 
Though Emory might be small, attractions 

abound. Located at the intersection of U.S. High-
way 69 and Texas Highway 19, Emory is anchored 
between two of Texas’ most frequented fishing wa-
ters, premier bass fishing waters at  Lake Fork  and 
Lake Tawakoni.

The lakes provide a stunning backdrop to Em-
ory’s consistently growing economy. Emory is 
centrally nestled between Dallas and Tyler and 
just 20 miles north of the World Famous Canton  
Trade Days.

Emory is rooted between two major interstates, 
I-20 and I-30 making the city easily accessible to 
East Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana. 

Rains County was declared the “Eagle Capital 
of Texas” in 1995 as part of an effort to protect and 
preserve the American bald Eagle. Lake Fork and 
Lake Tawakoni and surrounding areas are nesting 
and feeding grounds for bald eagles and over 260 
other varieties and species of wild birds. Eagle Fest 
is held each January to celebrate when the eagles 
are nesting. The highlight of the festival is either 
a bus or barge tour to the lakes to view the eagles 
in their natural habitats. The festival venue includes 

birds and animal exhibits and programs, live en-
tertainment and music, a nature photo contest and 
educational speakers.

The Rains County Fair is held in September and 
has activities for the whole family. There is a mid-
way, livestock show, beauty pageant, chili cook-off 
and live entertainment. 

 The community of Emory was once called 
Springville, part of Wood County. In 1870, the 
Texas Legislature created Rains County from por-
tions of four other counties. Named for early Texas 
patriot Emory Rains, the county chose Springville 
as its center of government, renaming it Emory and 
choosing an existing public square for the site of 
the county courthouse.

A
CHEF

DESIGNED
LONG TABLE DINNER

UNDER THE STARS OF EAST TEXAS
CELEBRATING OUR LOCAL ARTS, FOOD & WINE

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019
EDOM, TEXAS

FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION GO TO

VISITEDOM.COM
OR CALL (844) 633 . 6 689
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Enoch’s Stomp

Enoch’s Stomp, founded by Altus Koegelen-
berg and Jon Kral in 2004, sits up on 90 
acres of beautiful rolling hills in Harleton, 

East Texas.
The vineyard and winery sports 12 acres of grape 

vines including the varieties, Black Spanish (a.k.a. 
Lenoir), Blanc DuBois, Norton (a.k.a. Cynthiana), 
Villard Blanc, Champanel , and  Chambourcin.

These varietals, as opposed to the more com-
mon vinifera grapes (i.e.   Merlot, Chardonnay), are 
well suited for East Texas where variable weather 
patterns, heat, humidity and disease create unique 
challenges. A gourmet restaurant is onsite, and 
tours are available of this hidden East Texas gem.

Edom
from 22

renamed Edom for the name given to Esau in the 
book of Genesis.

This little community became a stopping point 
for lumberjacks and traders traveling on Porter’s 
Bluff and Tyler Road. Local saloons filled with 
lumberjacks, freighters, and traders as the commu-
nity became a stopover on the Porter’s Bluff and 
Tyler Road.

By 1860, having moved again to its present loca-
tion, the town had a Baptist

church, a Masonic Lodge, a wagon factory and a 
sawmill. The Edom schools opened in 1866.

Even though the railroad didn’t screech into 
Edom, the population of the quaint little commu-
nity grew from 150 people in the 1890s to nearly 
300 by the 1920s.

Edom was an independent school district until 
l966, when it was consolidated with Van. In 1988 
Edom had three businesses, the frontier Red Hill 
cemetery at or near the townsite, and an estimated 
277 inhabitants. The population was 300 in 1990 
and 375 in the 2010 census.

Gilmer

If you are looking for a location away from the 
busy hustle and bustle of the big city, consider 
Gilmer. It is in the heart of Northeast Texas 20 

miles north of Longview and 40 miles northeast 
of Tyler.

The Gilmer Municipal Airport, also know n as 
Fox Stephens Field, houses the Flight of the Phoe-
nix Aviation Museum. The airport is used by local 
businesses and has helped at tract new industry to 
the area.

Lake Gilmer opened in 2001 and is located on 
FM 852, four miles west of downtown Gilmer. 
Lake size is 1,010 surface acres and is stocked with 
Florida largemouth bass, black crappie and channel 
catfish. An additional l ,557 acres of property has 
been developed into Kelsey Creek Sanctuary Na-
ture Trails. The picnic area is ideal for gatherings 
with covered cook -out spaces, picnic tables, fishing 
pier and swings for the children.

“The East Texas Yamboree, the second oldest 
continuous festival in Texas, established in 1935 
has grown from a local event to one that draws a 
crowd from around Texas and surrounding states. 

Each October the four-day festival draws an esti-
mated crowd of 100,000 visitors who enjoy parades, 
Queen’s coronations, carnival, barn dance, fiddle 
contest, gospel stage, exhibits, livestock shows 
and sale, marching band contest, and more. Visit 
Yamboree.com, gilmerareachamber.com or email  
upchamber@aol.com

The Gilmer Civic Center is a premier event cen-
ter in East Texas with approximately 25,000 square 
feet, featuring a beautiful foyer, 5500 sq. ft. banquet 
room, concession area and a 424 seat auditorium 
with full stage, sound system, dressing rooms and 
loading dock. Seating can accommodate up to 1100 
people.

The Civic Center can host concerts, proms, pri-
vate parties, weddings, banquets, conventions, car 
shows, quincenearas, wrestling matches, fundrais-
ers, outside events and so much more. The Civic 
Center has hosted world class concerts such as Mi-
randa Lambert and Ray Price.

Please contact us for more information at 903-
797-8888 Website: gilmer-tx.com and click on the 
Civic Center tab or visit our Facebook page.
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Gladewater is the antique capital of East 
Texas, a Texas Main Street and a National 
Main Street city as well as a favorite tour-

ism spot, where visitors can enjoy a bit of past while 
browsing through the quaint old buildings.

You will find more than 200 antique dealers and 
crafters in over 30 antique malls and individual 
shops, a bed and breakfast inn, restaurants, bakeries 
and down home entertainment making Gladewa-

ter a year-round Christmas store. World famous 
PRCA rodeo, massive East Texas Gusher Days, 
Arts & Crafts Festival, opry, lake recreations and the 
spectacular July 4th Fireworks and boat parade at 
Lake Gladewater.

Other attractions include Mrs. Lee’s Daffodils 
Garden in the spring, Gladewater Saturday Night 
Opry, the Gladewater Veterans War Memorial and 

Gladewater

continued on 28

April
Highway 271 Car Cruise  
East Texas Gusher Days

May
Antique Faire event the second 
Saturday in May. 
Apron Strings: Ties to the Past

June
Gladewater Round -Up Rodeo

July
Fireworks & Boat Parade 
Antique District Ice Cream Social 
Chamber Mixer
August
Gladewater Main Street Art Scroll  
Business Development Breakfast

September
Arts & Crafts Festival

October
Black Rodeo 
Emergency Services Fallfest 
Haunted Walking Tour
November
Antique District Open House
December
Christmas Tyme in Gusherville 
Christmas Parade 
Christmas Community Dinner

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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“Antique Capital of East Texas”
...in partnership with Gladewater 

Economic Development Corporation

215 N Main St. | Gladewater, Texas | 903.845.5501

Calendar of Events
www.gladewaterchamber.org

Highway 271 Car Cruise – April
34th East Texas Gusher Days – April

15th Apron Strings: Ties to the Past – May
82nd Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo – June

Fireworks & Boat Parade – July
Chamber Mixer - July

9th Gladewater Main Street Art Stroll – August
Business Development Breakfast-August
46th Arts & Crafts Festival – September

15th Black Rodeo – October
Emergency Services Fallfest – October

Christmas Tyme in Gusherville:
Antique District Open House – November

Christmas Parade – December
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Gladewater from 26

be sure and visit the Gladewater Museum, open 
Friday and Saturday 10 am to 4 pm.

Located on U.S. Highway 80 and State High-
way 271, Gladewater is 105 miles east of Dallas. 
We welcome you to come and visit us as we treasure 
the past while embracing the future.

Gladewater was founded by the Texas and Pa-
cific Railway Company in 1873 on land bought 
from Jarrett Dean and Anderson White. A com-
munity called St. Clair, two miles to the east, moved 
to Gladewater when the railroad announced that 
the only mail stop in the area would be there; res-
idents from Point Pleasant, also bypassed by the 
railroad, moved to Gladewater.   The first post office 
at Gladewater was established on August 22, 1873. 
The town’s name probably originated from its prox-
imity to Glade Creek, a stream that rose in a rather 
barren region called the Glades.

In 1874 Gladewater was incorporated with a 
mayor-alderman government. The incorporation 

lapsed, and a new charter was not obtained until 
1931, when an influx of population necessitated 
organized city government. In 1955 Gladewater 
adopted a council-mayor form of government. The 
population grew slowly during the nineteenth cen-
tury; the town had only 163 people in 1880 and 
259 in 1900.

On April 7, 1931, the first Gladewater oil well 
blew in. It was located one mile outside town in 
the Sabine River bottom. Oil production led to a 
population increase during the 1930s from about 
500 persons to around 8,000. ln 1940, after the oil 
boom, Gladewater had a population of 4,454.

During the 1970s Gladewater moved from an 
oil-oriented to a more diversified economy, primar-
ily because of depletion of oil resources in the area. 
In 1990 the community was known for its numer-
ous antique stores; an attraction that continues to 
grow and draw visitors.

Grand Saline

If you’re looking for a salty little city to visit, 
then Grand Saline is the place to go.  Nestled in 
the northeastern portion of Van Zandt county, 

the city named “Big Salt” offers a variety of things 
to see and do that make this unique community a 
must-see destination.

Located on historic US Highway 80 at Tex-
as Highway 110, the city boasts one of the larg-
est, purest salt domes in the world and is home to 
Morton Salt Company.  It is said that the Grand 
Saline mine has enough salt to supply the world 
for 20,000 years.  And of course, no visit to Grand 
Saline would be complete without a stop at the fa-
mous Salt Palace.  Known as the world’s only build-
ing made completely of rock salt, this quaint little 
museum is open Monday through Saturday from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  The city’s salt history is on dis-
play here.  Inside you can learn about the role salt 
has played in the development of the region, watch 
a video of work down inside the mine, and admire 
myriad vintage salt memorabilia. 

The Salt Palace also displays memorabilia of 
Chris Tomlin, a native of Grand Saline, who is a 
multi-award-winning Christian singer/songwrit-
er.  In 2018 he received the Billionaire award from 
Pandora for 1.8 Billion Lifetime Streams.  It is es-
timated each week 20-30 million people sing one 
of his songs in worship.  You can also study the his-
tory of Wiley Post, a native son who was the first 
man to ever fly around the world.  He pioneered 
the use of liquid oxygen in flight and invented the  

continued on 31
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For more information call Grand Saline Visitor Center
903-962-5631 Salt Palace Museum
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Hours:
Tues - Thurs 11-7 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Sun 11-3 

Closed Mondays

The
    Feed
        Hut

Est. 2013
124 S Main \ Grand Saline, TX

903-530-0689
Catering Available

Supper SpecialS

Hawkins

There is a saying that  Hawkins is “Tranquil-
ity in the heart of East Texas.” The center of 
Hawkins is at the intersection of Highway 

80 and FM 14. The town received its post office 
in 1873, the same year the Texas and Pacific Rail-
way built through the area on its way to Dallas. The 
area has been fairly well settled before the railroad’s 
arrival, as it was near the river crossing to Belzo-
ra, and early port and stagecoach crossing on the 
Smith County side of the Sabine River.

By 1890 its population was around 200, but 
six years later there were over 500 residents. Es-
tablished in 1912 in Hawkins, Texas, as an insti-
tution for teachers, Jarvis Christian College began 
as Jarvis Christian Institute. Today, the College is a 
private, residential, Historically Black Liberal Arts 
College affiliated with the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ). Jarvis Christian College offers 14 
academic degree programs and has been ranked one 
of 100 most affordable colleges in America by Best-
ValueSchools.com. The College recently opened a 
teaching site for adult learners at Friendship West 
Baptist Church in Dallas.

In October 1940, former lightweight boxer 
Bobby Manziel made the first major oil discovery 

in Wood County, a wildcat three miles north of 
town. Hawkins became an overnight boomtown. 
Humble Oil and Refinery (later Exxon Company, 
USA) became the principal driller in the Haw-
kins field north of the community. To honor and 
remember those days Hawkins has the annual 
Hawkins Oil Festival which is attended by hun-
dreds. There are activities set aside for the whole 
family each second Saturday of October.  In 1925 
Lillian Richard, Hawkins Foulke native became a 
national model for Quaker Oats. In 1995 the Texas 
legislature declared Hawkins Pancake Capital of 
Texas in her honor. The Hawkins Area Chamber 
of Commerce is currently making efforts to reclaim  
that distinction.

The Hawkins area is known for nature trails, 
hiking, world class bird watching, and geo-cach-
ing. Lake Hawkins is home to a beach and a large 
RV park which has 41 RV sites available. There are 
lake-front camping sites and the Hawkins Volun-
teer Fire Department puts on an annual Fourth of 
July fireworks display. 

In recent years a family fun park with a splash 
pad was built in the center of town. The splash pad 

continued on 31
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pressurized suit.  
Of course, there’s more to Grand Saline than 

just salt.  The community’s rich history goes back to 
the days of horse-drawn wagons and the railroad.  
The old Grand Saline depot has been converted 
into a public library, and the old lumber yard that 
sat across the street has been converted into a city 
park.  From the park you can stroll down Gallery 
Alley into downtown where most of the old build-
ings remain today.  One of the oldest, the Darby 
building, will soon be home to the Salt Museum, 
Grand Saline’s newest edition.  When complete 
this museum will allow you to experience what it’s 
like to travel down a shaft into the salt mine.  Other 
sites abound in downtown as well including vintage 
signs and early century architecture.

The second Saturday in April brings the Annual 
Main Street Festival.  The historic downtown will 
be cordoned off for visitors to enjoy live music, food 
galore, kiddie activities, and vendors of all kinds.  
The Salt Festival occurs on the second weekend of 
June.  There will be special lunches served in a tent 
each day of the 3-day festival.  It brings a parade, 
contests of all kinds and for all ages, both food and 
merchandise vendors, followed by live musical en-
tertainment in the evening.

If you get hungry, there are a variety of places 
to eat in Grand Saline.  From fast food to sit down 
restaurants, Grand Saline has a little something for 
everyone -- barbecue, Tex-Mex, pizza, sandwiches, 
burgers or hot dogs.

For the more adventurous, a visit to East Texas 
Zoo & Gator Park should be on your itinerary.  It is 
located just outside Grand Saline on FM 1255 off  
Texas Highway 110.  You can see alligators from 
hatchlings to mature ones over 13 feet long.  They 
also have rescued animals, monkeys, zebras, and 
snakes as well as a petting zoo of barnyard animals.

Grand Saline is a great place to spend the day 
or a lifetime.  For more information, please visit or 
contact the Salt Palace visitor’s center at (903) 962-
5631 or follow us on Facebook at Grand Saline Salt 
Palace Museum.

1548 CR 3540 | Hawkins, TX 75765 | 903-769-7750

Grand Saline
from 28

Hawkins
from 30

is open during warm weather months. The Veteran’s 
Memorial Park, just north of downtown on High-
way 14 is one of the finest monuments of its kind 
in all of Texas.
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GILMER, TEXAS
Located in the Piney Woods of Upshur County, Gilmer features Lake Gilmer on ST. HWY. 852, 
as well as Fox Stephens Air Field and the Gilmer Civic Center, both located on ST. HWY. 271.

For more information, call:
Gilmer Area Chamber of Commerce 903.843.2413 

Gilmer Civic Center 903.797.8888
Or go to:

www.Gilmer-Tx.com ·•∙ www.GilmerAreaChamber.com

Barnwell Mountain Recreational Area, owned by Texas Motorized Trails Coalition, is
 located five miles North of Gilmer, TX on State Highway 155. The park is normally open 
every weekend from 8:00AM Friday until 6:00PM.  For more information, contact office 

manager Christy Smith at 903-797-4066 or office@barnwellmountainra.com

Calendar of Events for Gilmer, Texas
Thomas Falls March Madness Mud Run & Vball ..................March 30
Highway 271 Progressive Car Cruise ........................................... April 6
Rover Rally by Texas Rovers ................................................April 11 - 14
Annual Easter Egg Hunt ............................................................. April 20
Cherokee Rose Festival .................................................................May 11
Yamboree Fireworks ........................................................................July 3
Yamboree .........................................................................October 16 - 19
Yamboree Barn Dance ...........................................................October 19
Yulefest and Santa Parade ...................................................December 7 
Shopping on Gilmer’s Historic Square .................................Year-round

Queen Brinkley Rash

Gilmer Civic Center
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Saturday,
November 9, 

2019
9 am to 5 pm

Depot Museum Grounds 
and Historic Downtown

Henderson

The Festival Centered 
Around Old-Time Syrup 
Making with Folk Arts, 

Antique Tractors & Cars, 
Arts & Crafts, Shopping 

Vendors and Musical 
Entertainmentwww.visithendersontx.com | 866-650-5529

HISTORY • FOOD • FUN

31ST

Henderson

Welcome to Henderson, a quaint town that 
is full of southern hospitality and charm. 
Henderson is a Texas Main Street City 

and a National Main Street City and was named 
after the first governor of the start, James Pinckney 
Henderson.

The restored Opera House is home to the Hen-
derson Civic Theatre. The theatre stages four pro-
ductions, a children’s workshop and a children’s 
production each year.

The Howard Dickinson House at 501 South 
Main is one of the most important historic build-
ings in Henderson. It was built in 1855 and was the 
first brick home in Henderson. Sam Houston was a 
frequent visitor of the Howards.

Come and enjoy the spring Wildflower Driv-
ing Tour. The self-driving tour has three itin-
eraries within Rusk County. Driving maps are 
available upon request or may be downloaded at  
www.hendersontx.us.

Come join in the fun at the Rusk County Expo 
Center. The covered facility is one of the finest of 
its kind in the state and is located on Hwy. 13 West 
adjacent to the Rusk County Airport. The complex 
has 100,000 square feet with a capacity of 4,700. 
Equine events are held weekly including team 

penning, barrel racing, cutting horse competitions, 
cattle sales, goat shows, rodeos, tractor events and 
much more.

The Depot Museum houses the Rusk County 
History Museum and Children’s Discovery Center 
at 514 N. High Street. It encompasses five acres 
with 13 structures and a restored 1901 Missouri 
Pacific Railroad caboose.

The City of Henderson and the Depot Museum 
produce the Heritage Syrup Festival also known 
as the “Sweetest Festival in Texas.” Each year, on 
the second Saturday of November, the tradition of 
ribbon cane syrup making is commemorated at the 
Depot Museum.

The highlight of the festival is the grinding of the 
cane stalks by mule driven power and syrup makers 
cooking the juice into golden brown cane syrup.

Gaston Museum, Joinerville
Re-Visit the Days of Black Gold with the His-

toric Driving Tour of the East Texas Oil field. Re-
visit the oil field of the 1930s at the Gaston Mu-
seum when Rusk County was the largest oilfield in 
the world.

continued on 37
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514 N. High Street, 
Henderson, TX 
903-657-4303

Open Year Round
Monday-Friday 9am.-4pm. 

Saturday 9am.-Noon

Admission Fee:
$3 Adults $2 Senior $1 Child

$1 Carousel Rides

www.depotmuseum.com 
depot@depotmuseum.com

The Depot  Museum houses the Rusk County History 
Museum and Children’s Discovery Center. Clustered on 

five acres are twelve restored structures from Rusk County’s 
past. A video introduces guests to the early residents of Rusk 
County — an intriguing blend of Native Americans, settlers, 
and oil-hungry wildcatters. Also on the grounds is the Rusk 

County Historical Commission and Genealogy Office.

Jacksonville

Jacksonville...where luscious landscape and 
abundant sunshine produce natural beauty and 
magnificent smiles! The breathtaking charm of 

the area is reflected in the lives of the people who 
live here. Each part of the year brings new and ex-
citing activities where visitors are welcomed and 
entertained, including the famous Tomato Fest, 
schedules this year for June 8. TomatO-specific 
activities include Tomato Eating Contest, Tomato 
Peeling Contest, Salsa Contest, Best Home Brown 
Tomato, and Tomato Shoot & Farmers Market.

Jacksonville boasts an economy that exceeds 
other cities its size with numerous manufacturers 
and bedding plant industries. Executive homes, 
an outstanding school system, several area private 
schools, golf courses, two  junior colleges, a theo-
logical seminary and the Summers A. Norman 
Activity  Center, for both local and regional confer-
ences, all combine to add enrichment to Jackson-
ville’s natural setting.

Jacksonville is a city with an exciting and unique 
history. Its story goes back to 1838, the year of the 
Killough Massacre, East Texas’ worst Indian atroc-
ity. The site of the massacre was about seven miles 
north of the current location. Eighteen settlers, in-

cluding women and children, either were killed or 
carried away, never to be heard from again.

General Thomas J. Rusk brought the Texas 
Army into this area to search for the renegades who 
had committed the murders. One of his soldiers, 
Kentucky native Jackson Smith, was scouting along 
Gum Creek when he found a spot so beautiful that 
he vowed to return and make his home there. Nine 
years later, he did.

Jackson Smith built a house and black-smith 
shop along the east bank of the creek in 1847, set-
ting up a post office at one end of the shop which 
took the name Gum Creek, after the little commu-
nity that had grown up there since 1838. Soon after 
Smith built his shop, Dr. William Jackson built an 
office next to it. When Smith had a town site and 
square surveyed near his home in 1850, “Jackson-
ville” was born, officially replacing the community 
of Gum Creek in June of that year.

The population has continued to increase steadi-
ly over the years, from a little over 1,500 in 1904 to 
more than 14,000 today. Over 500 businesses, var-
ious churches, a library and museum, two colleges, 
a seminary, two hospitals, and a health clinic serve 
the needs of our citizens.
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Welcome to the City of Jefferson, Texas… 
”Riverport to the Southwest”. At a time 
when steamboats plied the Big Cypress 

River from the Port of New Orleans, true South-
ern gentility was the order of the day. This sense of 
timelessness prevails even unto today.

Let yourself be whisked away to a land not far 
away as you glide peacefully along an open-air riv-
erboat where Jefferson’s colorful past comes alive. 
Take a ride into the 19th century as you travel on 
a steam engine train of which played a significant 
role in Jefferson’s history.

Relax in a horse drawn carriage ride and hear 
the many legends and lore. Relive the past as you 
stroll through museums and special places of in-
terest. Spend a memorable evening in an historic 
hotel or motel or one of the many elegant bed & 
breakfasts. Jefferson is well known as the Bed & 
Breakfast Capitol of Texas.

Ease along the brick streets as you enter the 
merchant’s shops and be dazzled by their variety of 
wares. Allow yourself to be captivated by culinary 
delights ranging from casual to fine dining.

Settle in for a journey through time when the 
living was easy and the era was golden. As you 
stand on the banks of the Big Cypress you’ll get 
a sense of days gone by. Close your eyes and you 
can almost hear the whistle of steamboats enter-
ing port, the rustle of long petticoats and riverboat 
gamblers trying their fortune.

Jefferson has become a community with a high 
quality of life. Tourists come to Jefferson seeking 
the ambience, relaxation and activities which are 
provided here.

Jefferson boasts many bed and breakfast inns, 
restaurants, places of entertainment and shops. Its 
streets are lined with antique and gift shops stocked 
with unique treasures. Evenings in town offer live 
theater productions, as well as a variety of dining 
choices. 

There are boat rides on Big Cypress Bayou and 
Caddo Lake, wagon and surrey rides, rides on a 
railroad train and tours of historic homes.

New residents from across the United States 
have chosen Jefferson for their home because it is 
an open, friendly community where people from 
diverse places and backgrounds feel comfortable in 
a progressive setting.

One of the most common statements from 
those who have experienced Jefferson is “Jefferson 
is a magical place and a town that time forgot.”

History
Jefferson is located on Big Cypress Bayou in the 

Cypress Valley of Northeast Texas. It is the county 
seat for Marion County.

Jefferson was named for Thomas Jefferson and 
was conceived as a port city. In 1845, when ob-
structions were removed from Big Cypress Bayou, 

steamboats could reach Jefferson from New Orle-
ans. After the arrival of the first steamboat, Jeffer-
son became a boom town where many pioneers to 
Texas first set foot on Texas soil when they disem-
barked from the steamboats.

During Jefferson’s Golden Era as a steamboat 
port from 1845 until 1875, it became a cosmopol-
itan town like most port cities with a confluence 
of cultures and businesses. The architectural styles, 
which developed in Jefferson during this period of 
prosperity, resembled those of New Orleans. The 
homes were primarily of Greek revival design.

When the log raft was removed by the Army 
Corps of Engineers in the year 1873, the water level 
in Big Cypress Bayou was reduced and navigation 
to Jefferson was threatened.

Railroads were also extended during this peri-
od of time across Texas, which reduced Jefferson‘s 
commercial market area. The town ceased to be a 
prominent port city and commercial center. How-
ever, many of the mid-nineteenth century homes 
and buildings remain.

Jefferson

Some of the many popular activities 
and/or attractions in Jefferson include:

• Jefferson Bayou Tours
• Historic Jefferson Railways
• Jefferson Texas Carriage and Wagon Ser-

vices
• Roy’s Rails & Rides
• Historic Jefferson Ghost Walk
• The Grove
• House of the Seasons
• Singleton’s Virginia Cross Tour Home
• Excelsior House Hotel
• Atlanta Jay Gould Railroad Car
• Jefferson Historical Museum
• Big Cypress Tours of Caddo Lake
• Gone With the Wind Museum
• Museum of Measurement and Time
• Freeman Plantation
• Caddo Lake State Park
• Jefferson Ordnance Magazine
• Turning Basin Riverboat Tours
• Jefferson General Store
• Jefferson Fudge Company
• Lake O’ The Pines
• R.D. Moses Train Display

THINGS TO DO
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T & K
HOMEMADE
ICE CREAM
OUR ICE CREAM IS  

MADE ON-SITE!
Stop by and try a free sample

Like us on Facebook
@tkhomemadeicecream and see 
where we are set up each week

Henderson
from 34

Re-live the life of what it was like in the East 
Texas Oil Field from the 1930s to the 1960s with 
memorabilia from the boom era with actual equip-
ment, Joe Roughneck Pioneer Park and antique 
radio display. The Tent House and Dixie Service 
Station are there with original furnishings. Daisy 
Bradford No. 3 well site, where the boom started, is 
less than three miles away. Gaston School students 
who served from World War I to Vietnam are rec-
ognized in the Wall of Honor.

Gaston Museum is at 6562 State Highway 64, 
Joinerville, six miles west of Henderson. Telephone is 
903-847-2205 and web site www.gastonmuseum.org.

Texas Trails Bassmasters of Lake Fork 
www.texastrailsbassmasters.com
J C Outdoors Bass Trails 
Host several tournaments on Lake Fork 
www.jcoutdoors.com
“Mad Dog” Memorial 
Bass Team Tournament on Lake Fork 
www.MadDogMoore.com
Media Bass Team Tournament 
www.mediabass.com
Fishers of Men Bass Fishing Tournament 
www.fomntt.com
Legend of Lake Fork Open Bass Tournament 
www.LegendOfLakeFork.com
Lake Fork Classic 
www.lakeforkclassic.com
Skeeter Bass Champs Tournament 
North Region Teams 
www.basschamps.com
Berkley Big Bass Lake Fork Bass Tournament 
www.basschamps.com
Williams Creek Crappie Club Tournament 
www.williamscreekcrappieclub.com

ANNUAL TOURNAMENTS

Lake Fork

Lake Fork is one of the premier trophy bass 
fishing lakes in the world and serves as a res-
ervoir for Dallas and its neighboring areas.

Lake Fork holds 16 out of the top 20 Texas 
State Record largemouth bass coming from the 
27,690 acre body of water. It is situated in Wood, 
Rains and Hopkins counties between the towns of 

Yantis, Alba, Emory and Quitman.
Great restaurants and nightclubs offering some 

of the best live entertainment in East Texas are also 
delightful features at Lake Fork.

Each year in September, Bob Sealy of Sealy 
Outdoors brings the Big Bass Splash to the west 
side of the lake. This tournament also brings in 
thousands of fishermen and fans to the area with 
great prizes for the winners. 

The big lake also hosts the annual Skeeter Own-
ers Tournament, Yantis Catfish Classic and vari-
ous events sponsored by the Lake Fork Chamber  
of Commerce.

Avid golfers can choose from two challenging 
golf courses, each with scenic views of the lake. Lake 
Fork Golf Course is an 18-hole course designed for 
mid-handicappers, with shorter challenging fair-
ways and larger greens. It has been voted “Most 
Improved Golf Course” by East Texas Golf Associ-
ation and is located on the lake’s west side.

The Links at Land’s End, on the east side of the 
lake, is rated one of the top 100 courses in Texas 
by the Dallas Morning News and has consistently 
been named to the top 50 golf courses in the state. 

continued on 39
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With a new downtown development grow-
ing by the month - complete with shops, 
a restaurant, a Tyler Junior College campus 

and Miranda Lambert’s famous Pink Pistol Boutique 
- as well as businesses sprouting up along Highway 
69, Lindale has emerged as the “go to” destination of 
East Texas.

With the Loop 49 extension now completed - also 
known as the Lindale Relief Route - transportation 
will be easier not just for those seeking a quick route 
downtown from Interstate 20, but also for the area’s 
newest business partner, Sanderson Farms Chicken.

The Mississippi based company will open three 
sires in East Texas in the coming year - a hatchery in 
the Lindale Industrial Park, a feed and grain facility in 
Mineola and a processing plant in Winona.

Sanderson officials made it clear one of the selling 
points of the area was the ease of moving their trucks 
on Loop 49 and the Lindale Relief Route.

During the past decade, Lindale’s city leaders saw 
promise in some unused acreage just off downtown which 
many years earlier housed a busy cannery operation.

Bought with pennies on the dollar, this area 
- known as The Cannery- is in the middle of 
an impressive trans formation which has East  
Texans talking.

Yet all the attention Lindale is garnering 
shouldn’t be focused on just one area.

Whether it be enjoying a trip to the historic Old 
Mill Pond and Parron Park Museum or taking in 
a show performed by the talented players of the 
Lindale Community Theater, Lindale has plenty to 
offer visitors and residents alike.

The Lindale Community Theater formed six 
years ago by director Tim Mitchiner, stages four 
shows per season and offers summer camps for area 
youngsters.

In 2013, the LCT was named by the Lindale 
Area Chamber of Commerce as Citizen of the Year 
at the LAC’s annual awards banquet.

Parrot Park Museum, located at 2900 S. Main 
Street in Lindale - built and named after longtime 
Lindale resident Bill Parrott - features a plethora of 
items which reflect the history of Lindale and the 
East Texas area.

Admission to the one-of-a-kind museum is free 
and the hours are 9 a.m. -5 p.m. Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. The phone number is 903-882-4948.

Each October, the city celebrates the arrival of 
fall with Countryfest, featuring arts and crafts, de-
licious food and various activities for the kids.

In 2014, Countryfest was relocated to the Picker’s 
Pavilion area downtown. Despite rainy weather, thou-
sands of festival goers enjoyed music and a car show.

Lake Fork Area
Chamber of Commerce

P. O. Box 334 • Yantis, TX 75497

800-846-1859

The Lake Fork Area Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to improving
the quality of life and economy of the Lake Fork Area

through community involvement.

Toyota Bassmaster Texas Fest May 2-6, 2019
Lake Fork Annual Fireworks & Celebrations June 29, 2019

National Lake Fork Open High School Scholarship Tournament - July 19-21

2019 Chamber Events Calendar

Lindale

continued on 39
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275 County Road 1558 • Alba, TX 75410 • 903-765-2764
www.lakeforkmarina.com

MOTEL • LODGES • RV PARK • CAMPING
STORE • TACKLE • GIFTS • APPAREL
RESTAURANT • FUEL • BOAT RAMP

Lindale
from 38

On the third weekend of every May, professional 
rodeo riders hit town for the I-20 Team Real Estate 
Lindale Championship Rodeo presented by Lonestar 
Ram held at the Lindale Rodeo Arena.

Top of the line cowboys and cowgirls as well as the 
championship stock perform three nights. Youngsters 
have events such as the calf scramble and Mutton 
Bustin’ in which co participate.

Nearby, to the east of Lindale, is Tiger Creek 
Wildlife Refuge which houses rescued and rehabili-
tated big cats and has been one of the top tourist at-
tractions in the area for several years.

Tiger Creek is located at I7552 FM 14, three miles 
north of Tyler State Park near the intersection of FM 
16. Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m., seven days a week; 
closed most major holidays. The phone number is 
903-858-1008.

Texas Rose Horse Park, located at 14078 State 
Highway 110 North, features several equestrian 
shows during the year. The big event, Super Ride, ar-
rives in July and features equestrian drill teams from 
across the region.

Golf is a sport enjoyed by thousands in the area 
and people of all ages have excellent choices in the 
Garden Valley Golf Club and Resort, located just off 
Interstate 20 and Hideaway Golf Club, which fea-
tures an 18-hole course and two nine-hole courses.

Four miles north of Lindale off Highway 69 is 

Faulkner Park, which features baseball and soccer 
fields as well as tennis courts, a covered picnic area and 
a 15-acre lake bordered by a walking trail.

In the middle of the city is Pool Park, which has 
several baseball and softball fields as well as a commu-
nity center, a playground and a picnic pavilion.

Lake Fork 
from 37

It was inspired by the original Land’s End on the 
southwestern tip of England. Links at Land’s End 
also includes a full service restaurant and sports bar 
and an event pavilion. 

There are several marinas, motels and rental cab-
ins on the lake. You can stay at the lake, but you 
are close to Sulphur Springs, Winnsboro, Quit-
man, Yantis, Alba, Emory and Mineola where you 
can enjoy the festivals, entertainment, the arts and 
shopping year round.

The Patriot Sporting Challenge will have its 
third annual event this fall. The competition has 
been hosted at Lake Fork, Land’s End and Hidden 
Lakes Hunting Lodge.
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www.Th eL i n k sAtL and sEnd . c om

Gol f • Lodg ing • Fine Dining

CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT & SPORTS BAR
Semi-Private • Open to public withmembership available

Membership categories tomeet everyone’s needs

Open 7 Days aWeek! Prime Rib served every Friday night
EVENT PAVILION with 150 guest capacity
for weddings, birthdays, anniversaries

STAY & PLAY PACKAGES built to meet the needs of each guest
Please call ahead for dinner reservations and tee times

903-383-3290
BRING THIS COUPON PORTION OF THIS DESTINATION EAST TEXAS AD

AND RECEIVE 30% OFF THE APPLICABLE RATE FOR UP TO FOUR
PLAYERS. TEE TIME REQUIRED. EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2020.

London Museum

Museum Hours:
Mon-Fri.
9am-4pm

Sat. (March - August)
10am-3pm

Fountain Hours:
9am-4pm

Admission:
Adults $5.00

Students $3.00
Groups please call 

in advance for 
reservations.

Cafe Hours:
11am -2pm
Mon.-Fri.

www.newlondonschool.org

10690 Main Street (P.O. Box 477)
New London, Texas 75682

903-895-4602

Remembering the Day a Generation Died

londonmuseum@embarqmail.com

London Museum  
and Café

The 1937 London 
School Explosion, 
where almost 300 

people were killed, is preserved through personal 
belongings, newspapers, photographs, school mem-
orabilia, videos and more artifacts. Visitors can fol-
low - by guided tour or on their own - the events 
leading to the tragedy, rescue efforts and aftermath 
of that day.

Hot lunches are prepared Mondays through 
Fridays from 11 a.m, to 2 p.m. and an old-fash-
ioned soda bar offers cold refreshments. Books and 
CDs about the explosion are for sale, with other 
gifts. Small conference rooms for group gatherings 
and socials can be rented in advance.

The Museum is on Highway 42 across from the 
London Memorial and West Rusk High School.  It 
is open Mondays - Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4 p. m. and 
Saturdays (March - August) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information or reservations, call 903-895-
4602 or contact website www.newlondonschool.org.
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Visit our events like the Great Texas Balloon Race, Fireworks 

and Freedom Celebration, and the Downtown Live music 

series. Savor the views at vineyards along the Piney Woods 

Wine Trail, take a canoe ride through other-worldly Caddo 

State Park, or zip line through the great outdoors of East 

Texas. Come for year-round opportunities to enjoy local art, 

music, theater, museums.

JULY 26 - 28, 2019

Discover the

 Balloon Race 
 Capital    TexasOF

 
903.753.3281 
www.VisitLongviewTexas.com 

300 W. Cotton St., Longview, TX 75601
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Longview
Symphony

bringing great music to longview
www.longviewsymphony.org

Longview

Discover Longview, famous for its natural 
beauty, unique festivals, and outdoor recre-
ation. Longview offers the Real East Tex-

as experience hosting several events, activities and 
venues for the whole family.

There is an abundance of parks, walking trails, 
and lakes. The area provides numerous opportuni-
ties for both fun and relaxing outdoor experiences. 
Mixed within our flavorful culture and rich heri-
tage, our museum district in Historic Downtown 
Longview is also something you’ll want to experi-
ence with the Longview Museum of Fine Arts, The 
Gregg County Historical Museum and Longview 
World of Wonders.

Escape the daily grind with a weekend get-
away to one of Longview’s many unique shops or  
luxurious spas.

While enjoying Longview you’ll have the op-
portunity to embrace your life’s adventure while 
enjoying authentic experiences and flavorful culture 
which is sure to deliver an enjoyable visit. Discover 
Longview at VisitLongviewTexas.com
MAJOR FESTIVALS
March

Zonta Antiques Snow & Sale: Thousands of vis-
itors can find those one-of-a-kind collectibles at 

this major antiquing-circuit show featuring 50 plus 
quality dealers.
April

Dalton Days & Wild West Show: The dramatic 
re-enactment of the famous Dalton Gang Bank 
Robbery plus a wild west show, World of Western 
for the kids and so much more. This event kicks off 
western week in Longview.
June

T-Bone Walker Blues Festival: The festival is a 
two -day, two-stage celebration of the legendary 
bluesman, Aaron ‘’T-Bone” Walker and Blues mu-
sic. The event features delta blues and electric blues 
musicians, food and merchandise vendors. There is 
an indoor stage at Maude Cobb Activity Center 
and an outdoor stage on the lawn behind Maude 
Cobb Activity Center.
July

Great Texas Balloon Race: The official “Balloon 
Capital of Texas” hosts this three-day world class 
balloon competition with 80-plus sport and special 
shape balloons, concerts, food and exhibits. An an-
nual crowd favorite is the event’s “balloon glow.”

Longview Kennel Club Dog Show: Purebred 
dogs attract enthusiasts from across the U.S.

continued on 50
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Open Mon. - Sat. 10am - 7pm (closed Sun.)
519 S. Eastman Rd.  Longview, TX

903-236-3271

Carter’s
Bar-B-Que

BEEF • RIBS • HOT LINKS • CHICKEN • TURKEY • BOUDAIN
“East Texas Style”

Sliced Beef…........................................................$6.50
Chopped….............................................................$6.40
Turkey….................................................................$6.40
Hot Links…........................….Sm. $3.60    Lg. $6.20
Boudain……...........................Sm.$3.60     Lg $6.20
Chicken……..................................................Half $6.10   
Ribs…................................................................…..$8.00
Sloppy Joe……..................................................…$2.50
Jalapeno Cheese Sausage….........Sm. $3.60   Lg. $6.20

Sliced Beef…….................................................$13.75
Chopped……..............................................…….$13.50
Turkey….............................................................$13.50
Hot Links…........................................................$12.00
Boudain……...................................................…$12.00
Ribs………..................................................…….$13.85
Sloppy Joe……............................................…….$7.75
Jalapeno Cheese Sausage………......……...$12.00

Slab Ribs……...............................................$26.00
Whole Brisket………......................………$80.00
Whole Turkey……...............................……$75.00

Pecan Pie ............................…….....................….$2.35

Potato Salad, Beans and Cole Slaw
Sm. 1.95  Lg. 3.90  ½ Gallon 11.00   Gallon  22.00

Extra Bar-B-Q Sauce
Sm.  $.60    ½ Pt. $1.40   1 Pt. $2.70   Gallon $17.00

Chips…………....................................................….$1.40
Canned Drinks……….................................……$1.35
Cheese…….........................................…………….$1.50
Tea……...........................Glass $2.25   Gallon $4.75 
Pickle……………...................................…………..$1.25
Peppers…………............................................……..$.60
Bread……....................................................………$2.70

Meat Only…...................................................…$13.50
Meat  with 2 Vegetables……..................…..$14.50
Carter’s Special……........................................$13.00

Sliced Beef ...............................................................$6.60
Chopped ..................................................................$6.50
Turkey ......................................................................$6.50
Hot Links ....................................Sm. $3.60 Lg $6.30
Boudain .......................................Sm.$3.60 Lg $6.30
Chicken ........................................................... Half $6.10
Ribs ...........................................................................$8.50
Sloppy Joe ................................................................$2.75
Jalapeno Cheese Sausage ...........Sm. $3.60 Lg $6.30

Meat Only ............................................................. $14.50
Meat with 2 Vegetables ....................................... $15.25
Carter’s Special ..................................................... $14.00

Sliced Beef .........................................................$14.50
Chopped ............................................................$14.25
Turkey ................................................................$14.00
Hot Links ...........................................................$12.50
Boudain ..............................................................$12.50
Ribs .....................................................................$14.75
Sloppy Joe ..........................................................$8.50
Jalapeno Cheese Sausage .................................$12.50

Chips .................................................................... $1.50
Canned Drinks ................................................... $1.35
Cheese .................................................................. $1.65
Tea ................................... Glass $2.25 Gallon $4.75
Pickle .................................................................... $1.25
Peppers ................................................................. $.60
Bread .....................................................................$2.70

Pies ........................................................................$2.35

Slab Ribs........................................................ $27.00

Whole Brisket ............................................... $80.00

Whole Turkey ............................................... $75.00
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T&P Marshall
RAILROAD MUSEUM

Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

800 N. Washington Ave. Suite 1 
Marshall, TX 75670

903-938-9495

www.marshalltxdepot.com
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Marshall

Located in the beautiful Piney Woods of East 
Texas, Marshall sits between Longview and 
Shreveport, Louisiana.

Founded in 1841, Marshall became the county 
seat of Harrison County in 1842. By 1850, Mar-
shall was the fourth largest city in Texas. In 1871, 
Jay Gould established the Texas and Pacific railroad 
in the area and located its shops in Marshall. From 
that time until the decline of the railroad industry 
after World War II, the Texas and Pacific railroad 
was the largest employer in Marshall and Harrison 
County.

Today, the T & P Railroad Museum occupies 
the building that still serves as the historic, yet ac-
tive depot today. The railway depot, museum, and 
active train station is served by Amtrak, the na-
tional railroad passenger system, which operates 
the Texas Eagle through Marshall each day, with 
service north to Chicago and west-southwest to 
Dallas, San Antonio and Los Angeles.

Named an All-America City in 20l5, Mar-
shall has gained recognition for its commitment 
to community and the preservation of our beauti-
ful, historical landmarks. The Starr Family Home 
is a 3.1-acre historical site operated by the Texas 
Historical Commission in downtown Marshall 
and was awarded the Lucille Terry Preservation 
Award by the East Texas Historical Association 
(ETHA) and the Texas Forestry Museum. The 
award was given for the site’s preservation work on 
Maplecroft, the 1871 home of the James Franklin  
Starr family.

Enjoy historical storytelling, tours of the home, 
and a calendar of events such as an authentic Vic-
torian Fair on site. The Harrison County Historical 
Museum is located within the courthouse’s base-
ment, highlighting the rich heritage of Harrison 
County from its early days. Offering field trips, 
Summer History Day Camps, and a complete chil-
dren’s guide, a visit to this museum would be worth 
your while.

Marshall is known for its healthy appreciation 
for great music. Entertainment abounds on any 
given night around the historic square, and you 
will often hear tunes coming from Telegraph Park, 
where the local Monday Night “Pickers” pick and 
grin their way through impromptu jam sessions. 
Known as the birthplace of Boogie Woogie, jazz 
and blues artists routinely perform at downtown 
venues such as OS2 and Charlie’s Backyard Bar 
and Grill. Boogie Woogie piano in its earliest days 
originated near the T & P Railroad, head quartered 
in Marshall in the 1870s, and is still alive and well 
in Marshall, Texas!

If a more symphonic sound speaks to you, Mar-
shall is one of the only cities of its size to house 
a full symphony orchestra. Each fall the Marshall 

Symphony Orchestra presents Jeans and Classics, 
an outdoor concert on Washington Avenue, the 
hub of downtown. A fabulous night on the town 
where classical music meets rock, this event draws 
record crowds who dine and enjoy the upbeat 
sounds under grand white tents. With four concerts 
comprising their season, there is one for you!

Marshall’s revitalized downtown district is lad-
en with eclectic shops and galleries, unique eateries 
housing fabulous antiques, coffee bars, an indoor 
softball and baseball hitting facility, and enter-
tainment venues all within view of the beautifully 
renovated Harrison County Historical Courthouse. 
Just off the historic square, Arts aficionados can 
meander through the Michelson Museum of Art, 
housing both local and traveling exhibits that are 
sure to please the eye and stir your love of the Arts. 
Just next door is the Marshall Visual Arts Center, 
showcasing fabulous exhibits, sculpting classes, and 
summer camps geared towards children. Enjoy 
once a month painting at The Art Event, using an 
exclusive patent pending teaching method where 
you can become an artist in a party environment!

Nearby East Texas treasure Caddo Lake is only 
20 minutes from Marshall, a natural lake encom-
passing over 26,000 acres of waterways. Laced with 
draping spanish moss, bodacious bald cypress trees 
stand guard over sloughs, bayous, and ponds, wel-
coming boaters and fishermen alike. Visitors may 
enjoy narrative tours of the history of Caddo Lake 
on pontoon boats venturing into the nooks and 
crannies of alluring swamps, often complete with 
alligator sightings! Caddo Lake State Park offers 
recreation for all with hikes, paddling, geocashing, 
and 46 campsites ready for visiting families.

Each fall, residents and visitors alike anticipate 
the sights and sounds of festival season. 2019 will 
bring the 37th annual Fire Ant Festival and Pa-
rade in October, with over 100 vendors, amazing 
festival food, live performances, crazy contests, and 
family favorites 5K, Kids K and Toddler Trot! The 
fun continues with live entertainment from out-
standing area artists. Growing each year, the festival 
boasts a fabulous Children’s Area filled with mega 
inflatables, pony rides, a petting zoo, and more!

Rounding out the season, whispers of winter 
will appear for the 33rd year of Wonderland of 
Lights, beginning in November with the annual 
courthouse lighting and running through the end 
of December. Dine around the historic square with 
a VIP view of the lighted courthouse while carolers 
in period dress serenade you table side.

Nightly live performances fill Telegraph Park 
with sounds of the season while skaters of all ages 
enjoy outdoor skating, carousel rides, and sweet 
treats surrounding the square.
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1.800.646.3642 or 903.569.6183
www.mineolanaturepreserve.com

HIKING
PHOTOGRA

BIRDW
EQ

RELAX. REJUVEN
HISTORIC & NATURA

Birding Capital 
of East Texas

Birding Capital 
of East Texas

M
Nature

ENJOY A
at the

Birding Capitol
of East Texas

RELAX. REJUVENATE. RETIRE.
HISTORIC & NATURAL MINEOLA TEXAS

Hiking, Biking Trails,
Photographer’s Paradise,

Birdwatcher’s Dream,
Equestrian Rides.

7:30 a.m. until sunset

Mineola 
Nature Preserve

Next on the Mineola Nature preserve Ad.  at the bottom the 
phone number for 1-800 is wrong it should read

1-800-646-3652  not 3642

Also add under Equestrian Rides, 

RV & Primitive Camping Areas. 

1.800.646.3652 or 903.569.6183

RV & Primitive 
Camping Areas.

,

Hiking, Biking Trails,
Photographer’s Paradise,

Birdwatcher’s Dream,
Equestrian Trails,

RV & Primitive
Camping Areas.

7:30 a.m. until sunset
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In business for over 28 years!Stylists: Marki, Lesli, Alice, Angie, Lisa, Joanie, & Lori
Nail Techs: Rebekah & Oleta

Ladies - Cut Only, Styling • Eyebrow Dye
Hi Lights • Men's Cut • Child's Cut

Updos for Prom &Wedding

In business for
over 28 years!

1225 N. Pacific St. | Mineola, TX | 903-569-1010 | naturallynails@sbcglobal.net

FEATURE YOUR AD 
in next year’s

Destination

CONTACT US:
Jerry Pye, Publisher 

jpye@texascommunitymedia.com
Linda Ballard, Advertising 

lballard@kilgorenewsherald.com
Carolyn Hadley, Advertisng 

chadley@kilgorenewsherald.com
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Mineola

The welcome mat is out to experience Min-
eola, a friendly town where arts and rec-
reation opportunities are abundant, and 

everybody knows your name - or at least they will 
after a very short time.

Mineola can be described as many things, but 
progressive may be the most accurate. With a vi-
brant downtown and thriving new businesses – the 
city is a place a person needs to experience to truly 
know what it’s like.

From the Gateway to the Lakes, to Get Side-
tracked in Mineola, its residents are continuously 
striving to keep the town on the move.

Mineola is in Wood County, and about 77 miles 
east of Dallas and 25 miles north of Tyler.

From the town’s establishment in 1873 to the 
21st century, transportation has played an integral 
part in the town’s existence. It is at the intersection 
of two major highways, U.S. Highways 80 and 69. 
The Amtrak Texas Eagle passenger train stops in 
Mineola twice a day and there are two local air-
ports that serve Mineola. In fact, the importance 
of transportation is depicted in a mural that was 
originally created under the Works Project Ad-
ministration by Bernard Zakheim for the old post 
office, “The Horse and Buggy Give Way to Mod-
ern Methods of Mail Transportation.” That mural 
was lovingly restored by the artist’s own son for the 
Mineola Historical Museum.

Popularity of downtowns diminished in the late 
1970s and 1980s, so some old businesses began 
closing their doors and many downtown buildings 
were left vacant. But in the late 1980s a group of 
determined citizens was successful in earning the 
first Texas Main Street designation in Wood Coun-
ty for Mineola. The town will celebrate 30 years as 
a Main Street city this year. Mineola’s downtown 
commercial district is also on the National Register 
of Historic Places, designated by the U.S. Secre-
tary of the Interior. The architecture of the com-
mercial and government buildings not only adds 
to the town’s luster, but contributed to the national 
designation. You will find the brick streets and the 
Route 66-era neon signs that contributed to the  
designation enchanting.

The town’s condition has improved over the 
decades with renovated sidewalks, refurbished 
buildings and a renovated depot. The town offers 
an eclectic mix of eateries, antique shops and much 
more. A favorite gathering place for events is the 
beautiful gazebo on Commerce at Johnson Street 
and it doubles as a favorite place for downtown vis-
itors to sit and watch the trains pass.

A well maintained bed ‘n breakfast called Mun-
zesheimer Manor, is a well-established attraction.

Continued tenacity of Mineola residents result-
ed in Amtrak agreeing to add Mineola as one of 
its regular stops in 1996. Across the railroad tracks, 

the Transportation Plaza and Depot at 114 E. 
Front Street is the arrival and departure point for 
twice-daily Amtrak Texas Eagle trains and houses 
an authentic model train and replica of early Min-
eola. A mini passenger train is now in operation 
at Iron Horse Square which is located just west of 
the depot. Projects like these are just some of the 
reasons visitors find the town habit-forming and 
return regularly with their families and friends to 
enjoy what Mineola has to offer. It is also known 
as a great place to raise your family and eventually 
even retire.

A town that celebrates its history, Mineola has 
40 state historical markers and 31 local markers. 

Those who appreciate history will not want to 
miss the Mineola Historical Museum located at 
114 N. Pacific Street (Highway 69) in the town’s 
old post office one block north of the main down-
town district. The depot also houses railroad arti-
facts. Travelers can while away some time locat-
ing certain items listed on either an easy or more 
advanced educational scavenger hunt sheet in  
the depot. 

Visitors will also not want to miss the approxi-
mately 3,000-acre Mineola Nature Preserve, which 
includes a covered pavilion, walking and equestrian 
trails and a playground, that is second to none. In 
the summertime, be sure to take the children by  
the John J. and Rheba Myers Splash Park at the 
civic center.

You will find each Mineola merchant has man-
aged to imprint their business in ways that make it 
unique from every other shop in town. In addition 
to collectibles and antique furniture, downtown 
offers handmade stained glass, casual apparel and 
nature lover necessities. Shopping downtown Min-
eola is like a trip down memory lane, but with some 
fun new opportunities added in.

Shopping helps work up an appetite, but that 
isn’t a worry in Mineola. Delicious steaks, juicy 
hamburgers, yummy pizza, barbecue, hot wings and 
more are waiting just around the corner. You have 
choices of comfort food, hamburgers that are sec-
ond to none, Mexican and Chinese food, as well as 
a Chicago-style deli restaurant and a deli in a hard-
ware store.  Homemade fried pies, award-winning 
cheesecakes and To Die For fudge (yes, that’s the 
actual name) are not far away.

Don’t forget the camera when you come to 
Mineola because there are photo opportunities 
galore for souvenirs of your experiences here.  The 
most recently added is the Mineola mural located 
on South Line Street on the west side of the Fac-
tory Connection building. The town’s historic brick 
buildings, graceful crape myrtles at the civic center 
and vistas at the nature preserve all make super set-
tings for treasured photographs. Come visit Mine-
ola soon – you’re always welcome. 
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WWW.MINEOLACHAMBER.ORG

Mineola Chamber of Commerce
101 East Broad Street | Mineola, Texas 75773-2001

903.569.2087 903.569.5510

MINEOLACHAMBEROFCOMMERCE

Visit us and find out more! Check out the website, find us on social media, call us directly or stop by.

Mineola Main Street AMTRAK Wine Fest: March 30th & 31st
HWY 80 Spring Sale: April 12th - 14th
Mineola May Fiesta Day: May 4th
Mineola Metric 100 Bicycle Ride: May 11th
Splash Park and Pavilion opening @ Civic Center: May 25th
Annual Fireworks at the Mineola Civic Center: July 4th
Taste of East Texas: August 24th
Mineola Hay Show: September 10th
Iron Horse Festival: September 27th & 28th
HWY 80 Fall Sale: October 18th: 20th
Carnival at Mineola Civic Center: October 10th - 12th
Christmas Parade in Downtown Mineola: December 7th

MINEOLA MAY
FIESTA DAYSMAY4th

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 2019
Voted 5th most beautiful historic downtown in Texas!

200 West Blair St., Mineola, Texas 75773
903-569-8877 • www.mlota.org

GUILDS:
Fiber Arts, Line Dance, Painters,
Photography, Quilters, Sculpture

Yearly Event Calendar
Art Show...............................2nd weekend in April
Kids’ Art Camp ...........................2nd week in July
Teen Camp ..................................4th week in July
Sampler Week ........................4th week in August
Quilt Show .....................2nd weekend in October
Fiber Arts Exhibition .......2nd week in November
Christmas Bazaar........1st Saturday in December

Mineola League of the Arts

Longview 
from 42

September
Gregg County Fair: The Longview Jaycees pres-

ent a week-long, old-fashioned family friendly 
county fair at the Gregg County Fairgrounds.

Neal McCoy’s East Texas Angel Network Benefit 
Concert.
October

Harvest Festival & Livestock Show: The largest 
show of its kind in East Texas, the Texas Cooper-
ative Extension Office junior livestock show, judg-
ing and sale is the highlight of the year for area 4H 
and FFA members. Rockers Riders & Ribs: Down-
town Longview hosts thousands of bikes, live music, 
Roughneck Harley Burnout Contest, Russ Brown 
Motorcycle Attorneys Bike Show, Dyno Drags, Kids 
Zone, Food Vendors, Beer Garden, and vendors.
January

East Texas Boat & RV Show: Outdoor enthusi-
asts flock to this exciting 60,000 square foot show 
featuring 40 plus exhibitors showing off the new-
est in watercraft, recreational vehicles, fishing and 
camping accessories.
February

Freeze Your Fanny Bike Ride & Run: 10-50 mile 
rides plus a 5K and 10K run. Starts at Doris Mc-
Queen Primary School. Offers rest stops with wa-
ter, fruit, and plenty of homemade cookies.
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Junk In the Trunk................
Junk In The Trunk..................
Junk In The Trunk..................
Fall Carnival.......................
Mineola Civic Center Christmas....

March 16, 2019
June 15, 2019
Sept. 21, 2019

Oct. 10-12, 2019
Dec. 5, 2019

Opening Day - May 25, 2019

EVENT CALENDAR

www.mccrvpark.com
New! Online Registration:

903-369-RVRV (7878)

Kelly Williams
Owner/Pharmacist
903-569-3882

We accept all Medicare
Part “D”

We offer free in-town delivery.
Hours of operation:

Mon-Fri
8:00-6:00pm
Saturday

8:00-2:00 pm
Closed Sunday

VICKI ZERCHER
REALTOR®
121 E. Erwin St. Tyler, TX 75702
903.569.4066
Vicki Zercher@gmail.com
www.Griffin Real Estate Group.com

Serving all
of East Texas

For
service
after
the
sale,
call me!

Overton

Overton offers small-town charm with folksy 
neighbors amid a rural-suburban setting 
and green timberlands.

In the heart of town is City Park, with its recre-
ational lake for boaters and water skiers. Fishers can 
drop a line from the low banks on the southeast or 
the dam on the north. Joggers can pace under the 
shade and permanent picnic tables entice outdoor 
gourmets. Nearby are the manicured nine-hole golf 
course, RV Park, open-air amphitheatre for rent 
and the little league baseball field.

KilgoreNewsHerald.com

LOCAL NEWS

YOU CAN TRUST
FOR MEMBERSHIP!CALL 903-984-9188
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ci.overton.tx.us
1200 S. Commerce 
903-834-3171

1110 TX 135, 
Overton, Tx 75684 

903-834 6166

202 E. Henderson St. 
Overton, Tx. 75684 

903 -834-6121

DQ of Overton 
1113 St. Hwy 135 S. 
Overton, Tx 75684 

903-834-6132

Brookshire’s 
200 W. Henderson S. 
Overton, Tx 75684 

903-834-3189
116 N. Kilgore St., 

Kilgore, Tx 

903 984 0999

903-834-3542
121 E. Henderson

P. O. Box 6
Overton, TX 75684

onlchamber@gmail.com
www.onlchamber.org

CITY OFOverton
OVERTON 

HEALTH CARE

Tom Brown, 
ATTORNEY

- 6,000 SQ FOOT CLUBHOUSE
- PLANNED ACTIVITIES
- SWIMMING POOL
- MINIATURE GOLF
- MULTI-USE COURTS
(BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL)
- BOAT LAUNCHES
- FISHING PIER
- PICNIC AND PARK AREAS
- PRIVATE LAKES
- CENTRAL WATER SYSTEM
- CENTRAL SEWER SYSTEM

Holiday Village Of Lake Fork
125 Holiday Village Dr. • Quitman, Tx 75783

903-878-7265 holidayvillages.com

Land for Sale
Possible Financing Available
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• Staffed full time by multi year agents
• 60 years combined Real Estate experience
• Sales/Property Management/Rentals/Storage

519 S Main St. | P.O. Box 1888 | Quitman, TX 75783
903-763-4525 | www.quitmanrealtytx.com

Real Estate Professionals of East Texas
QUITMAN REALTY

Jerry Williams, Broker | Todd Williams, Managing Partner

Quitman

One trip to Quitman is all takes to secure 
you as another in a long line of visitors 
who bookmark the jewel of East Texas as 

a “place of choice” to visit. In the heart of Wood 
County, the grand county courthouse stands ma-
jestically at the crossroads of U.S. Highway 37 and 
Highway 154 on the town square.

Quitman brings life to more than 1,800 people 
surrounding lakes and a spectacular array of wildlife 
and nature. Quitman is known as the Gateway to 
Lake Fork, the nationally and world-wide famous bass 
fishing lake and just north of town Quitman Lake. 

There are modern salons, spas and boutiques 
along with many churches of mainstream denom-
inations, mom and pop diners and restaurants 
owned and operated by local residents.

The downtown square has seen great growth in 
recent years. It now features restaurants, a coffee 
shop, retail shopping, candle and soap shop and a 
to-go lunch spot. 

The Dogwood Festival brings the town togeth-
er in May. There are parades, the Miss Dogwood 
Pageant, a 5K/10K run, golf tournament, and a big 
street dance on the square. 

Quitman offers the city-owned Governor Jim 
Hogg City Park which includes a Splash Pad built 
by the Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwanis Club.  

The Old Settlers Reunion at Governor Jim 
Hogg City Park is one of the oldest continuous 
festivals in Texas with 2019 scheduled to be 117th 
annual affair. There is a fun midway while local civ-
ic clubs have food and drink booths. The 700-seat 
pavilion, built in 1899, hosts a variety of entertain-
ment from an oldies night to karaoke, gospel and 
country music during the reunion. It is always the 
first weekend in August. 

Also at the park, Wood County Arboretum and Bo-
tanical Gardens provide a beautiful setting of an assort-
ment of flowers prefect for weddings, family reunions 
and special events. The 100-year old Stinson House is 
located near the arboretum as is the nature walk.

Next to the park is the Carroll Green Civic 
Center with a variety of uses from banquets, fund-
raisers, music shows , family reunions, bridal fairs 
and gun shows. The facility has an auditorium with 
full stage, can accommodate 350 people, has a full 
kitchen, and a smaller meeting room.

One of East Texas finest library facilities is the 
Quitman Public Library located east of the square 
on Goode Street. The library has, an extensive chil-
dren’s library and is home to one of the best and 
most resourceful genealogy departments in East 

continued on 56
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FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITY CENTER
404 S. Main Street, Quitman

On SH-37, 2 Blocks South of the
Wood County Courthouse

Everyone Welcome!
BRING YOUR FRIENDS!!!

Every Tuesday & Friday

Doors Open at 5:00pm
Play Begins at 7:00pm

Great Snacks & Drinks!!!

Op�onal Computers!!!
Proceeds Benefit the Forever Young Ac�vity Center

Providing Opportuni�es for Senior Ci�zens
A 501c3 Organiza�on

CHARITABLE BINGO IN QUITMAN
Up to $5000 in Cash Prizes per Session

CATERING & DELIVERIES
cooking on location available

619 South Main • Quitman, TX • 903-763-8204

Breakfast 7-11am
HOME COOKING
SEAFOOD BUFFET
Friday & Saturday
4pm 'til close

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Shelby County Chamber of Commerce
100 Courthouse Square A - 101

Center, Texas 75935
936-598-3682

info@shelbycountychamber.com
www.shelbycountychamber.com

1885 Historic Shelby County Courthouse

Daily Tours M-F 10-2 p.m.

Visit Shelby County  
Home of the East Texas Poultry Festival

• Historic 1885 Courthouse
• Historic 1885 Jail-Home to Shelby County Chamber of 

Commerce
• Shelby County Museum
• Antique Shops
• Toledo Bend Lake
• GO TEXAN Certified Retirement Community
• Shelby County Grill Fest BBQ Cook-Off - April 6
• Independence Day Celebration - Tenaha - July 4
• Timpson Frontier Days - Timpson - July 4-7
• WHAT-A-Melon Festival - July 11-13
• East Texas Poultry Festival - October 3-5
• Chicken Trot 5K Run  October 5
• Lighted Christmas Parade - December 7
• Lodging
• Majestic Castles Road Trip

FIND
YOUR SPACE
IN QUITMAN

Contact Denea Hudman today!
903-268-9054 | dhudman@quitmantx.org

★RETAIL
★ COMMERCIAL
★ OFFICE

★ RESIDENTIAL LOFTS

San Augustine  
County

San Augustine County is 
in extreme East Texas, 23 
miles from the eastern state 

boundary. It is bordered by the 
Attoyac River on the west, Sa-
bine County on the east, Shelby County to the north, and 
Sam Rayburn Reservoir to the south. The city of San Au-
gustine, the county seat of San Augustine County, is small, 
rural, historic, southern and charming! San Augustine is 
blessed with numerous historically significant commercial 
and residential structures as well as a rich, colorful and mar-
ketable history.

In 2002, the Texas State Society of Architects desig-
nated San Augustine one of the twenty-five places termed 
“Locations where architecture, natural beauty, and cultural 
heritage combine to create a special corner of the Lone Star 
State. Places Texans and non-residents revisit again and 
again.”

San Augustine County is also home to the city of 
Broaddus, the gateway to Lake Sam Rayburn, one of the 
most popular recreation areas in East Texas. The largest 
body of water contained entirely within the State of Texas, 
it covers 114,500 acres at normal capacity.

Lake Sam Rayburn is bordered on the north and south 
by the Angelina Naional Forest, one of four national forests 
in Texas. The 153,179-acre Angelina National Forest is in 
Angelina, Nacogdoches, San Augustine and Jasper counties.
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Texas and the Wood County Genealogical Society. 
They also have special showings each month hon-
oring various aspects artisans of East Texas. The 
library also hosts its “Acoustic Jam” each second 
Friday of the month. 

The Forever Young Activity Center (FYAC) is 
the hub for senior citizens in the area, with bin-
go twice a week on Tuesdays and Fridays at 7 p.m. 
There are 42 tournaments throughout the year and 
a country store during Christmas season. Special 
programs such as an annual health fair and speak-
ers on a variety of subjects of interest are available 
to senior citizens.

NOT JUST

Feed & Seed
115 S. Georgia · Troup, Texas 75789

903.842.3411
Doug & Cindy Steele Owners

Shelby County

Shelby County is in the eastern part of the Tex-
as Forest Country. Center, the largest town 
and the county seat, is home to the crown 

jewel of Shelby County, the historic Shelby County 
courthouse located on the downtown square.

Built in 1885, the courthouse was modeled 
after an Irish castle by architect J.J. F. Gibson, an 
Irish immigrant. As the story goes, Mr. Gibson 
was instructed to install an escape hatch next to 
the judge’s bench just in case the verdict he hand-
ed down was not well received. Two guards were 
posted at the back with shotguns to ensure that no 
one left until the judge was safely on his horse and 
gone. The 1884 jail designed and built by Mr. Gib-
son is now home to the Shelby County Chamber 
of Commerce.

The Shelby County courthouse has recently 
been added to the Majestic Castle Road trip.

Throughout the year Shelby County is host to 
several festivals and events with the Shelby County 
Grill Fest BBQ Cook-Off in March, Shelby Coun-
ty Bloomin’ on the Square in April, Shelby County 
Sheriff ‘s Posse Rodeo in June, the WHAT-A-Mel-
on Festival and tournament baseball in July, and the 
East Texas Poultry Festival in October.

The John D. Windham Civic Center gives Shel-
by County and the City of Center growth opportu-
nities with conventions, conferences, celebrations, 
receptions, musical performances and events. A 
broad selection of entertainment and recreation is 
accessible with Toledo Bend Lake, which is great 
for fishing and camping, a variety of restaurants, 
shopping, art galleries and antique shops on the 
historic downtown square which welcomes folks to 
come visit and stay awhile.

Quitman from 53
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TTroup
exas

Welcome Home!

Troup

The City of Troup, located in the rolling 
hills of East Texas near Tyler, is partially 
in North Cherokee and Southern Smith 

Counties, and was born out of two nearby com-
munities. The International Railroad Company 
opened the Palestine-Troupe Line on November 9, 
1872 and the first settlers of Troupe, or Zavalla as it 
was first known, came from Old Knoxville and Old 
Canton. The town of Troupe, named after a gover-
nor or possibly a county in Georgia, was surveyed 
and the streets laid out by the railroad in 1872. A 
map of the town site was filed for record February 
27, 1873. The original town map made by the rail-
road shows a plat dedicated for a school at the lo-
cation of the current elementary cafeteria building. 
In addition, while platting the town, the railroad 
reserved a portion of land for the City Cemetery 
and it was dedicated in 1873.

At the turn of the century it is said that the 
business community was composed of eleven sa-
loons and ten business houses. On November 11, 
1909, the “e” was dropped from Troupe at the re-
quest of the railroad. Troup was an agriculturally 
oriented community. For many years, cotton was its 
mainstay. At one time, Troup had five active cotton 
gins and the community marketed from 6,000 to 

8,000 bales of cotton annually; some of which were 
shipped directly to Italian spinners in Genoa, Italy. 
Although cotton was king, other principle money 
crops were bell peppers and tomatoes.

Troup is presently comprised of approximately 
100 businesses, more than a dozen churches of vary-
ing denominations and an award-winning school 
system. The Downtown Historic District is taking 
on a new shine with a new sidewalks and lighting 
makeover completed on one side of the street and 
the other side is looking forward to the day work 
begins for them. These projects were made possible 
through federal grants and local funding from the 
Troup Community Development Corporation.

Known as the “Good Neighbor Town” it is easy 
to make friends especially by getting involved with 
civic organizations such as the Chamber of Com-
merce, Rotary Club, American Legion Post, Troup 
Women’s Civic Organization, Masonic Lodge, 
Eastern Star, Cameron J. Jarvis Municipal Library 
and community center. 

For recreation there is a country club with a 
9-hole golf course, tennis courts and several parks. 
The Zack Taylor Park has just overgone a huge ren-
ovation with the addition of the Joe Layne Family 
Splash Pad.
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Tyler

Located in beautiful East Texas, Tyler is the 
perfect choice for your next vacation. From 
the world famous Tyler Rose Garden and 

Azalea-coated neighborhoods to championship 
golf courses, antique districts and nationally regis-
tered museums and historic districts, Tyler offers a 
uniquely stress free getaway.

Located 90 miles east of Dallas on Interstate 
20, the city of Tyler lies within a short distance of 
several lakes and surrounding woodlands. Tyler has 
a variety of museums, historic homes, a national-
ly recognized zoo and symphony. The city has 26 
parks, 22 area sporting lakes, 66 tennis courts, 26 
baseball fields, 15 soccer fields, and 9 golf courses. 
There are more than 250 restaurants, 2,200 hotel 
rooms and countless shops and antiques for the se-
rious shopper.

Spring (April-May) and mid-fall (October) are 
popular times to see roses in bloom at the Tyler 
Municipal Rose Garden.

The Azalea and Spring Flower Trail (March-
April) follows a route through gardens of the city’s 
residents. The Texas Rose Festival (October) is a ma-
jor annual tradition featuring a flower show, art exhib-
its, a parade and the coronation of the Rose Queen.

The 86th Texas Rose Festival will be held on Oc-
tober 17-20, 2019 with “Portraits of Inspiration” as its 
theme. The Rose Festival activities include the queen’s 
coronation at the Cowan Center on October 18, and 
the Rose Parade on Saturday, October 19, 2019.
Activities

Tyler Planetarium at Tyler Junior College: 
The new planetarium at Tyler Junior College has 
become a “don’t miss” Tyler attraction. The plane-
tarium has featured exhibits such as “Great Balls 
of Fire,” shows like “Cosmic Collisions,” and the 
1,500 pound Brenham meteorite. 

Caldwell Zoo began in 1938 as a backyard 
menag erie of squirrels and parrots for schoolchil-
dren. Those simple beginnings have evolved into an 
85-acre regionally recognized zoo containing more 
than 2,000 animals representing 250 species from 
East Africa, North America, and South Ameri-
ca. The zoo includes a children’s petting pen, two 
aquariums, picnic areas, a cafe that overlooks an 
African savanna and gift shops with original Afri-
can items.  Habitats and exhibits include: African 
Savanna, North America, South America, African 
Aquarium, North American Herpetarium and 
Wild Bird Walkabout. 

The highly-respected Tyler Museum of Art, lo-
cated on the campus of Tyler Junior College (TJC), 
showcases both permanent, rotating and visiting 
collections. Located adjacent to the famous Tyler 
Rose Garden is the Tyler Rose Museum, which 
showcases and documents the history of the annual 
Texas Rose Festival.

Tyler’s railroad depot is the home of the Cotton 
Belt Depot Museum, and the Tyler Transit offices. 
Included in the museum’s collection are four large 
model train layouts, photographs, uniforms, hats, 
etc. that have been donated by former employees of 
the railroad, and friends of the depot.

The Goodman-LeGrand House and Muse-
um, built in 1859, is listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places, and designated a Texas  
Historic Landmark.
Water Parks, Swimming and Camping

Water Park at the Villages - southwest of Tyler, 
on Lake Palestine - (903) 534-8400.

Faulkner Park - Cumberland Road at South 
Broadway - tennis, sprayground, fishing pond, 
baseball fields, hiking trails, nature trails.

Municipal swimming pools - operated by the 
City of Tyler.

Texas Swim Lessons of Tyler - offers group 
swimming classes in Tyler at the CTE Center of 
Tyler at 3013 Earl Campbell Parkway. Private, cus-
tomized swim lessons for kids and adults at your 
home are also offered, as well as lifeguard services 
for special events. Camp Tyler - an outdoor learning 
center located on 350 acres on Lake Tyler, opened 
in 1949. The camp provides physical, education, and 
social resources for the children of East Texas.

Tyler State Park - just north of Tyler. This beau-
tiful 985 acre park in the rolling hills features a 64 
acre lake, campgrounds, hiking trails, pavilions, 
cabins, mountain biking, nature studies, canoes, 
paddle boats, kayaks, bike boats, jon boats, park 
store and much more. Tyler State Park is located 2 
miles north of interstate.

Splash Kingdom Water Park - near Canton 
on Interstate 20 on FM 14 north of Tyler on Park 
Road 16. Phone (903) 597-5338.

• Liberty Hall
• Historic Aviation 

Memorial  
Museum

• Texas Rose Festival 
(October)

• Lake Tyler
• Lake Palestine
• Brookshire’s Mu-

seum and Country 
Store

• Cowan Center at 
UT-Tyler

• Discovery Science 
enter

• East Texas State 
Fair (September)

• East Texas Sym-
phony Orchestra

• First Monday Trade 
Days in Canto n

• Tiger Creek  
Wildlife Refuge

• Cherokee Trace 
Drive-Thru Safari 
Park

• Camp Fannin
• Pine Cove  

Christian Camps
• Waterpark at the 

Villages
• Oil Palace

MORE TO DO:

continued on 59
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An up close personal 
experience with real life tigers 
and other exotic animals.

SAVING
ANIMALS

ONE
BY

ONE

Guided, 
sensory and 

VIP tours 
available. 

17552 FM 14 • Tyler, TX 75706
Phone: 903-858-1008

Open all week 10-5 (weather permitting)
www.tigercreek.org

117TH OLD

SETTLERS

REUNION

July 31st – Aug. 3rd

free nightly entertainment
under the pavillion

FREE ADMISSION

Bingo in the Park

LOCAL ORGANIZATION VENDORS

Carnival Rides & Games

117TH

WOOD COUNTY
OLD SETTLERS

REUNION

July 31st – Aug. 3rd
Jim Hogg Park, Quitman

free nightly entertainment
under the pavillion

FREE ADMISSION

Bingo in the Park

LOCAL ORGANIZATION VENDORS

Carnival Rides & Games

Whitehouse

The City of Whitehouse is a small but grow-
ing hometown located just south of Tyler 
that offers safe, family friendly neighbor-

hoods, services that are second to none, acres of 
parks and excel lent schools.

The park system offers two play areas for chil-
dren ranging in age from toddler to pre  teen, pavil-
ions for picnics and a small amphitheater with var-
ious outdoor events held there throughout the year. 
A local favorite is Halloween in the Park. The City 
Park also includes a large splash park designed for 
toddlers to elementary age children and concession 
that is open from late May to late August (weath-
er permitting). Gardenview Park is a natural green 
space with picnic tables near Blackhawk Creek that 
meanders through the park.

The Municipal Sports Complex is the City’s 
baseball and softball complex. The complex has 6 
fields, 3 combination baseball/softball fields and 3 
softball fields. League play is offered for instruction 
age co high school for both summer and fall ball.

Families with school age children are drawn to 
Whitehouse for the excellent educational oppor-
tunities that the Whitehouse Independent School 
District offers. WlSD has two National Blue Rib-

bon Schools - Cain Elementary and Stanton -Smith 
Elementary. The District is highly recognized 5A 
school where ‘Excellence is Our Standard’.

The city also has an active Chamber of Com-
merce that produces events throughout the year 
including Freedom in the Park, a full day of fun on 
Saturday of Memorial Day weekend with a BBQ 
contest, car show and ends with a spectacular fire-
work show. Other annual events are the Reverse 
Raffle, Business Expo and Christmas Parade.

Contact the City at 903-839-4914, whitehousetx.org 
or facebook.com/Whitehousetx/; contact the Chamber 
at 903-941-5221, whitehousetx.com/or www.facebook.
com/WhitehouseAreaChamberOfCommerce/

Tyler 
from 58

The City of Tyler’s Harvey Convention Center 
is available for conferences, receptions, exhibits, 
meetings, trade shows, expos, quinceaneras, parties, 
proms, fundraisers, and more!
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4523 FM 515
Emory, Texas 75440
903-474-8044

WCNB Quitman, Mineola and Emory are branches of
First National Bank of Gilmer

FNBGILMER.COM

Your Family Bank
Your Business Bank

Your Hometown Bank
417 S. Main Street
Quitman, Texas 75783
903-763-4545

100 NW Loop 564
Mineola, Texas 75773
903-569-1082

Family
Business

Hometown

Winnsboro 

If you are looking for an opportunity to relax 
and have fun with friends and family, Winns-
boro is the place to be. Located at the North-

east tip of Wood County, Winnsboro is a great 
place to shop, dine, and experience great live enter-
tainment.  Throughout the year you can come and 
enjoy several events that take place in the beautiful  
downtown area. 

In 1854, Englishmen John E. Winn was travel-
ing through the area and was captivated by the rich 
land and beauty of the piney woods. He and his 
stepson purchased 361 acres and named it Cross-
roads after an intersection of what is now North 
Main and Pine Street. In 1855 the community was 
named Winnsboro in honor of Winn. The first 
train depot in Winnsboro was built in 1878 at what 
is now the intersection of Main Street and Broad-
way, which is in our downtown area.  In the 1950’s 
it began to lose strength due to airplanes, buses and 
the trucking industry, forcing the depot to close in 
the 1960’s. In 1985 the Winnsboro heritage society 
saved the depot and fully restored the building by 
restoring the beauty.  Winnsboro became a Texas 
Main Street City in 2003 and has since been recog-
nized for several notable achievements. Winnsboro 
is also considered a Texas Cultural Arts District, 

Film Friendly, and Preserve America Communi-
ty. You can find antique malls, day spas, boutiques, 
jewelry stores, flower shops, and several wonderful 
restaurants to choose from.

 Known as the Home of Autumn Trails since 
1959, Winnsboro celebrates the beauty of fall ev-
ery October.  The entire month is filled with arts 
and crafts, parades, antique cars and tractors, and 
a trail ride through the scenic countryside.  Over 
the past few years Winnsboro has been known for 
its art galleries, antique shops, fine restaurants and 
Winnsboro Center of Arts.  Market Street, just 
north of the depot, holds Winnsboro’s rich history 
known as “The Bowery” which—in its day—was 
complete with saloons, gambling halls and bath 
houses catering to loggers.  The Bowery is now 
home to several fine restaurants, Winnsboro Cen-
ter for the Arts, small boutiques, and much more.  
You will find a variety of live music by nationally 
known Singer/Songwriters on the Bowery Stage, as 
well as top-notch entertainment by the local up-
and-coming artists in the other venues.  Bring your 
friends and family to spend a weekend, or a life-
time, in Winnsboro.  
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WCA Book Festival, May 3 & 4th at Winnsboro Depot
A celebration of all things literary! Includes Story Walk, literary performances, book signings, Children's
book panel, Young Adult panel, Adult fiction/mystery panel, & Mainstream to memoir panel discussions.
Free Admission •www.WinnsboroCenterForTheArts.com

Monday Night Live! May 20th, June 17th, Sept 16th, Oct 21st on Market Street from
5 to 8 PM for live music, food, friends, fun and more! www.facebook.com/WinnsboroTexas

Autumn Trails Trail Ride & Welcome Parade, October 19 in Downtown Winnsboro
Longest running annual event in Winnsboro for over 60 years. Celebration includes trail rides, livestock
show, Arts & Crafts, barrel racing, street dance, Model A Tour, Classic Car Parade, and much, much more.
Free Admission • www.WinnsboroAutumnTrails.com or 903.342.1958

Classic Car Show & Antique Car Parade,
October 26th, Line up is 2.5 miles west of downtown
with destination downtown Hwy 37 and Hwy 11
More Model A and Model T Fords in one place than any
other location in Texas. Enjoy the display as they parade
through town and then line up so you can get your picture
made next to your favorite.• Free Admission
www.WinnsboroAutumnTrails.com or 903.342.1958

Art & Wine Festival, November 8-9th at
Market Street, Downtown Winnsboro
Art and wine lover’s Mecca from traditional to abstract,
painting to pottery, glass to silk—a feast for the eyes!
Free Admission •Facebook.com/WinnsborArtWine or
www.WinnsboroOnlineGuide.com

WINNSBOROONLINEGUIDE.COM CITYOFWINNSBORO.ORG
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Wood County
Where Quality of Life Comes First

www.woodcountytx.com
903-768-2402

Wood County Tourism
Beyond the Lure of Big Fish
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